To: Automotive-Aeronautics Trade Division.

From: Shanghai Office.

Sub ject: Annual Automotive Census - Questionnairegz"i-H.

We are forwarding by the next outgoing mail, April 12, the
final compilation of the Annual Automotive Census, in response !
to your Questionnaire 27-H, dated October 15, 1936. It is regret- J
ted that this will not reach you by April 15 as called for in the |
Questionnaire, but the heavy reporting schedule of this office JJ
has made it impossible to get the report to you sooner. That you |
may know the report is on its way, we are despatching a radiogram l
indicating that it should reach Washington about May 3.

The revised reporting requirements of your D ivision for
inclusion in the Manual of Instructions, dated February 19, 1937,
have just arrived and we note that under "Annual World Automotive
Vehicle Registrations™ it is stated that the field officer should -.
await the annual questionnaire to be mailed in December. This
brings up a point which we should like to present to your Division !
for further consideration. Questionnaire 27-H required a prelim-
inary report to be mailed in time to reach Washington not later
then February 1, and the final report not later tham April 15.

For the report to reach Washington means that we must mail it at

least by January 15; and this does not allow sufficient time for

us to get estimates from the territory which we are to cover. On £
the other hand the final estimates have varied so little from the ~
preliminary figures, that we do not feel that the duplicate work ‘
which this has entailed on the part of this office and the

Consulates, justifies the results obtained. o

If,the future questionnaire is not to be mailed from Washington

‘Ml amtfuu in December, this will mean that we &hall not receive
by nnt:l-.l pmbl';ly the latter part of January. TWe could

it ib our eenta.etu and receive their replies before \\
1t, under normal circumstances, we would be ]




from Washington not later thean Novemb »r 1; that the preliminary
report be eliminated, and that the one and final report be in
Weshington not later than April l1o. We feel that if this schedule
is adopted for the China field, we shall be able to give you
reasonably good service. Our annual reporting requirements, and
those which we request from the Consulates, are SO extremely heavy
at the close of each year that we are anxious to eliminate needless

duplication and to mstagger™ reporting schedules wherever possible, ';
without saerificing their usefulness to the needs of the Bureau in |

Washington.

A, Viola Smith,
Trade Commissioner
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ferene %o your commmnication of Hovember 25, 1988,
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