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”he article deals with the subject from the British point
of view, yet coutains a good deal that appears to me
terest in the light of American conditions, now that desire to .
enter the Consular service is becoming more widespread. The sug-
geated course appears to me to be an exceedingly practical one,
and every item in it is justified by my knowledge of Far Last-
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ON THE COMMERC.LAL TRAINING OF CONSULAR ASSISTANTS.

. The writer of the foregoing article has kindly given
& me an opportunity of reading it before publication. His
- remarks belng directed mainly to the requirements of men

t® apply his rescommendations to the Consular service may be

gt Inle DA e o i coeetions e fape Lholr o

1t is recommended that the Qomercial_training of mer-

~centile assistanis should be undertaken before they are sent
¢ ho. Lhipa. Thls. will probably not be found to be feas',ible

_in the case of Consular assistants. Lt must be taken for
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. grented that the datter must continue to receive theilr ap-
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 result of competitive examinations and it

should be a break between the con-

 school education and preparation
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' .1t seems, therefore, desireble, thet the specid  commer-
 cial training should in the case of Consular sseisiantis. toke
place during their first home leave, which takes place after

five vears' service.  During the three yeare. of actual Con-
t into contact with Bri-

sular work they will have been Fro
tish merchents and will have acquired some appr eciation of

the problems of British trade, ard an insight, however vegue,
of the way in which business is conducted. = Therc appears

to be no reason why the training should be limited to selec~
ted individuals. Upont he contirary the knowledge that it was

sory to take the course would encourage men tw take an

intereﬂt in trade questions before their home leave, 80 as 't,o

come to their training with abetter understanding of what they

‘accomplish.  The course to be gone through need not. be

Anything like the three years' course recommen-

- .of ‘course, be out of the question.

ded in the article woul

& .

The men would be of such an age ‘that the inclusion of academic

- political economy, would not

t & waste-af ‘time. A knowledge of this




per‘em;tqgel of marks, say 60 or 70 per cent. The

.

ommercial geography of the Far East in perticular might well

terpreters at Peking.
The commercial course should be as practicel and z8
'Lechnica.]. as possible, and it is submitted that far belter re-

sults would ke thained by providing a special course for Con-

| su;ar.assistagt&_enly at some educational institution than by
selecting lectures from existing curricula. . In the latter
ca se 1ectu:§rg¥youlq;be obliged to adaptltheir.preaimenp of
theqar;gygwsubjpgts‘toqsuipwpothdconsular,officials and.stu—
dents whose eim was mErE ly to take a &pe etal degree spe ciali-
course would be erranged ad hoc to meet the needs of Consular
officials, London is obviously indicated as the place wherc
aﬁgﬁhn!sQQQ?§9f5b9ﬁ1@-b?;hﬁlq9z%nﬂa}t.is.?ﬁitunate-Fh%twin e
Lond there 1is an institution to hand
| y coyrae could no doubt, easily be arrenged,
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a home exporter,
en overseas merchant and commission agent

-mﬂtﬁalr‘elati ons are, including the meechanism of foreign ex- a
change and ‘the theory of large and small scale undertazkings
as applied both to the production and the distribution of goods.
" Commercial law can be struck out, as this forms one of the
s“ub-'j‘ec«t s of the entrance examination to the service.
- 'An elementary course on statistics and their applicetion
would bé most usefulj lectures on currency and banking less so.
© ‘An extremély important subject would be the organization
of ‘roreign trade; with special r eference to recent and current
trade tendénicies. 'Closely connected with this would be e course
of lectures on the econmmic position of the Great Powers - our

competitors - and their recent commercial history.  The sare

method should & so be applied to our Colonial possessions. -

rtant than eny' oftheé above .subjects is a know-
ieﬁg”é*of?‘itﬁé‘fﬁa*%ﬂ‘?’ﬁrﬂmﬁm industries, openings for t he products

the duty of a Consul to find. ; The eets::
n, coal, iron end steel, agriculture, railway end

| " _. ih i m ; al mm;; treated with Immi&k |



submitted that . i ;

. e L an Consuls are so frequently asked to ad-
vise Oon method e _ _
, Uk "t puahin{i British trade, a series of lectures

an the different . i . - |
. Lne d ferﬁntmethods of merketing different goods in veri-

ous parts of the worig should be included.

--In«&ddition.to the above there are for Consular assistants
in the Fare Bast two extranedus sub jects which might be izken up
with great adventage to themselves and to British interests -
namely economic botany end mineralogy. For students with incli-
nations towards these two sciences no more interesting or fer-
tile fdleld than China is to be found on the surface of the globe.

'Theirkuiility will be apparent_to an yone Who will take the
trouble to glance ,,down the list of exports in the Shanghsi Cus-
~ tome Returne and ask himself whiie Rtant o X s knowledge con-

cerning each.

iy The syllabus outlined above appe ars & somewhat ambitious

| ~ one but: ccml ‘be easily comp leted in six months or two terms
o Gagd ' -émnnmmm with morming lectures from ¢ or 10 to |

r
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nd Term et Third Term

i
L

51§*;=51f°f‘°°ur59 ond half of course

Bl St _. I e 18t half of course ond half of course
| . end half of course | ' 1st half of couraz.

Men would thus be enabledto commence the course at

‘.thre‘]e-'di fferent times a year. Visits to factories could be

!

arranged for the vacations.

~ The sbove is intended to present a general outline of the

i

subjects in which all Consuler officisls should be instructed

T "'be acco mpli shed.

 The details can, of course, only be worked out in London
in mnsultation with the Chambers of Commerce and the Univer~

sity. A service, all the members of which hed received such

s treining, would certainly be in 2 position to give very ma-

terial assistante to British trade and to produce, at any rate,

"0 might tairly cleim to be "experts."

papers w ill_ provoke cri ti’cism

1in the columns of the Journel.
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