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__'The Good Earth' Is Passed By Central Board ofw
(Central News Agency, Aoril 24:"'_193_')""; | L |

Det2ils Of Agreement With M.G.M. Made Public: On the
Eh}i release in Chins of‘ the film version of Pearl H;ck':hée::esgf’-c
The Good Earth,' details of the agreement entered intoc between s
the producers, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 2nd the Chinese authoriti . i
1933 for its production were revealed here today. | asdaan

It was in 1933 that the M.G.M. officials conceived the idea of
makineg a picture on the basis of "The Good Earth" when this reacheé
the ears of the Chinese Vice-Consul in Los Angeles. He immediately
took up the matter with the studio officials asking that certain
parts of the story which were considered derogatory to China and
the Chinese people be omitted in the film version.

lLater the M.G.M. officials sought approval from the Chinese
Embassy in Washington, D.C., which referred the matter to the
Waichiaopu in Nanking. Subsequently the lMinistries of Interior
and Education gave their assent to its production adding, however,
that the case would be handled in accordance with the Chinese
regulations governing the making of films in China by foreigners.

M. sent a part of technical staff

In December of 1933, M.G ‘ ‘
This started another series 0l

to China to take ground shots. " 8
discussions between representatives of the company and ort1cilais

of the American Embassy in China on the one hand and cff‘icials
in the Foreign Office and Publicity Department of the Central

Kuomintang Headquarters oOn the other.

reed Upon: The principal poi .
s exchanged, forming the agreement be tw
follows:

nts embodied in the
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nt a truthful and pleasant picture
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of China and her peopleé;
| 8 “PfS?ﬂt%t!VﬂS
Jove 't can appeint its reg
| the Chlnese (Gove rnmen .
e - n its making;

to supervise the pleture 1

SRR R 0 G S N G R 1 R i e

. B “#m o aci oy s Fibuanisags



N O R R AT Ny

R i s B
e VR

T e e
- . ey & i . I T RS N S
_-wm - < ¥ : e o Tou A o
R 0

Third, M.c.M.

shoul
Chinese supervy 0 2ecept ag muc

92 possible . |

fourth, ir
to the picture, M.G.M.

Sixth, the Chinese

Government, hopes that the +
picture will be 311 Chin e cas

€se,

€ suvervisor who, however, was later pe.
placed by Mr. Huang Chao-chin, w

hose appointment was made follow-
ing consultations between the Waichiaopu and the Ministry of
Interior.

In October 1936 the Waichiaopu received a telegram from

Mr. Huang saying that the plcture had then already got th

1rouch
its cutting process. Iater detailed reporis on the makine of

the picture were received from Mr. Huang by various government
organs concerned.

release Approved: In January 1937 the Publicity Department
of the Central Kuomintang Headquarters approved of the relea§e_
of the picture in the United States with the additional prevision

that the picture itself must be shipped to China for censorship
within forty days.

Last week the picture was officially passed by the Cent{-a}
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Board of Film Censors for release in China. J‘hhe acdtfa:tig. -
has been announced, the film is expected to makes 1t dedut

Shanghai shortly.

' three-year production, MN.G.M. ofnmﬁl‘b “f‘ewen
Dugi\r;%t}lltlslavine ogserved various points, \.ﬁth tb; eigf‘sk;
credite th and sixth items about the insertion O;\h}?-~a<*
gl Government and employment Of\an ‘3}}-;1;:'& iiigaw
¥y e Chinese' The former privilege was 1oriel:€hb1: -
g thecgég;gie&hile the latter was found ilmpracticable.
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s were highly sppreciative ol T
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The Chinese suthori officials in carrying out theix

efforts made by the M.(t}.l'\';.
mitments in good spirit.
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+2 1is satisfactory to learn that Mr.

ntral Publicity Dena
Close attention o 5
e1dy to effect a mar

ur. Sh3o is endes-

Y Department Aopointeqd-
L. T. Shao who hag bee
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rtment of the Kuo-

he problem of film
ked improvement

inconsistencies which have attracted the criticism
and Chinese producers. The film censor has a 4i
in its performance even consistency is not always possible te
achieve. Nor will Mr. Shao be expected with one wave cf his wand
to create 3 new heaven and s new earth for long-suffering exhibitors
and distributors. It is sufficient just now to let him know that
he has the sincere goodwill of the industry and its ready encourage-
ment in the efforts he is believed to be making. If he could ma2nage
to glance in restrospect at the list of films on which bans have

been placed and could devise some means of modifying the decisions
reached, he would be rendering a service of value.

of both foreign
fficult task and

FIIM CENSORS NOW LESS SEVERE
(North China Daily News, April 21, 1937)

"Theodora Goes Wild" Passed with Slight Cuts: It is geflez:'all}'
gratifying to the foreign and Chinese cinema public of Sl?an@cal
and other ports that the censors‘in Nanking I.zrave re.linquis):ec_‘:.lm
their firm view regarding non-essential details of anor;e;i ii .as.
It is noted that those in charge have.dealt kindl;: ‘WItht g“i:;:r
Goes Wild,”" a Columbia film, wherein it had beex} stgfzs iﬂ*u;e
disrespect to China had been shown - the valet 1n Empwi{ki :
was characterized as a Japanese, havir}g e J?P-'-‘n:s;d ol i‘ilm’
according to the Hollywood script, which accomp:

for censoring.

inferred that
d askance at the character and interred tha

ENe cimadye loowe 1 Columbia office having deleted

., Upon the loca ot
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H. B. Howarq,

Assistant Trade Commissioner.

Approved by:

e Julean Arnold,
- _5 ,_.- | Commercial Attache.




It ma
may be of seome interest to note relative ¢

approval of "The Good Earth"

© %The

that both Mp, Stewart bunlap, fg

representative for V. a. M.

(now trange
erred to South Arerica)l ang

Mr. Morey lfarcus, the present nanager, contacted

this office ag to what

might be the best lines to proceed along in order to facilitate the

possible passing of "The Good Earth” by the Nanking Censor Boarj Thi
- L ] ls

was some 7 or 8 menths before the picture was subm

itted to the Nanking

authorities for approval ang even before its production hag been com-

pleted at Culver City.

P'lans were discussed, formulated and put into cperation for the

best "homeside"™ as well as local tactics to employ. 1lMuch publicity was

given in the local press concerning the fact that the picture had been
made with a representative of the Chinese Government present duringz all
the months of filming, how M. G. M. was cooperating to the fullest ex-
tent in the wishes and advice of this representative in order to gailn
the approval of Nanking etc. A preview of the picture was given belore
the Chinese Ambassador in WVashington in order to galn his approval as

: n 1 he Chinese
well as screenings in Los Angeles and San Franeisco for th

authorities there.

- n the attention
A1l this was dene in order to bring such data to the attentl

; the Chairmald
- o 88 wt‘w‘l 9s t!. 4
of the Central Film Censorship Board in Nsnking as wed

. an . | :‘ A
If the picture werc hanned for

of the Central publicity Committee.

. face of compents of
elease, 1t would have been banned in the act
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City for the express purpose of seeing that the picture complied in

all respects to the dictates of official favor.




