5 _":._'1‘58 output of pig iron and steel the Showa Stael

o m ﬁim mria now amounts to 40 ,000 tons annually

T g

a Bemi-mnthly publication of the

Manchuria Dsi ly News,

*Imn Plates: With the completion of its third plan for increasing

Ylorks has decided to es~

ht&hliah a plant producing annually 60 »000 tons of thick and medium iron

| plates for building purposes. The demand for such plates throughout

and is increasing. At present,

riancmu'la is largely dependent on Japan for its supply of iron materials,
o and hﬂlding constructors in this country are suffering from s shortage of
; ':imn plates, due to the stoppage of their imports from Japan.
- In view of fhe present situation in Manchuria, the Showa plant will
be 15eted next year to meet the demand for plates not only in buil-iing

circles but also in the railway workshops in ifanchuria for makinz passenger

and goods cars,"
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"Steel Prices: The quotations for pig iron and steel to be placed

on the market in Manchuria were officially announced at 7C yen and 190 yen,

i

relp@ctively, per ton by the Japan - Manchoukuo Trading Ccmpany which, 1in

ﬁ@ view of the present active demand for iron materials in this country, is

n-tcbtt.ating with the Nippon Iron Works on the importation of the products
into Menchuria from Japan together with takin< measures for thorous *hly con=

- trolling f-ho consumption of iron materials in 'fanchuris.
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Iron Prices: To assure & smooth supply of steel materials in

Manchuria, the Janan - ‘anchoukuo Trading Company has already placéd its

materials on the market amounting to 6,000 tomns,
"However, the present suspension of steel imports to idanchuria from

Japan is causing a steady rise in price, To remedy the situation, a dis-

cussion will be held presently by the Manchoukuo Government, the Xwantung
Army Headquarters and the Japan - Manchoukuo Trading Company. At the meet-
ing will be decided local steel bar quotations aznd prices on ordinary sales

of steel materials on Manchurian market,"
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- Pariff Revision: "Owing to the iron famine all over the world :

Manchoukuo is plenning to exempt iron and steel materials from import duties
as in Japan.

"Demand for steel matericls in Manchoukuo is estimated at some 400,000
tons this year, of which only 200,000 tons is supplied in this country and
the remoining 200,000 tons has to be imported chiefly Trom Janine Negotia-
tions for supplyin~ the shortage are under wav between 'I's Mincai, managing

Sd Ad ) » +he
director of the Janan - Manchoukuo Trading Compuay, ~nd ol ficicla of th

Nippon Iron Works in Japan,
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8, it is learned. The present rate is some 15 yuap
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W Blast Furnace: "The fourth blast furnace of the Showa Steel

ks at Anshen started operation on May 7, followins a ceremony held therpe
Construction work on the furnace was started in Ucteber, 1955, at s
cost of five million yen, in accordance with the Showa's second vnlan for

increaaing its pig iron output, under the supervision of an expert from the

Company in Germany, @nd was completed on May 1 this year
"The furnace, designed by the Demag Comp&ny, is capable of producing
600 tons of pig iron dailv and 220,000 tons in one year, Thercby,the total

pig iron production by the Showa Steel Works will rise to 670,000 <ons

annu ally'
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i - The steadily increasing prices of iron and stecel have resulted in 2 new
- illegitimate activity which, judging from press reports, is profitable even

though risky. The following item is quoted from the China Press of May 28:

-~

"Thieves who have been found in large numbers in Tientsin
and Fukien cities stealing anything made of iron have invaded
Shanghai, according to reports in local Chinese papers hzre

yesterdaye.

"These thieves seemed to have first cast their attention on
hmous godowns where iron chains and other articlss have been
f‘r&nu.ently stolen. Recently numerous compiaints ab()'L‘lu thefts
Ja of iron utensils or other household articles are said to have

een received daily by the Nantao and Chapei Bureaus of Police.
Even water [taps have been found stolen.

has orde ed the entire police force under hlS command to be on
the lookout against such thefts."

A traveler who recently arrived in Shanghai from Hong Rong stated

that Hong Kong is also suffering from iron thieves and that screws, hinges,

door-knobs and any removable metals are being stolen from urnoccupied housses

in Hong Konge. Our informant stated that the thieves have becons SO active

that in onz case an underground telephone cable was torn up and sold for
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