angerford B, Howard, American Viee Consul.

~ Regulation Governing piim

eTning Film Censorship Promilzated .
OMG Q_.-.:.' 'O ci??;ted 4190

E Keeording to ap er
e ing to an article appearing on February 23, 1940, in the Sin

o » & Japanese-owned Chinese language newspaper published in

%fement in Nanking recently .established a Film Censorship 0Office,
AA'BetOf provision&l regulations governing the censorship of films

(both domestic and imported) was drawn up and submitted to the "Executive
P'”ff;gngm.of the regime for approval. According to the press account, the
‘fegulations have now been approved for enforcemsnt. A *translwution of the
text of these regulations reads as follows:

Article 1. - The censorship of films shall be carried out 1in
accordance with these Regulations.

Article 2. - Filus, no matter whether they are manufactured at
| home or abroad, shall not be screened unless they

are examined and approved.
. Article 3. - Approval of films for public exhibition shall not
be ziven if they:-
(a) Contain parts that are detrimental to the
prestige of China.
(b) Contain parts that are objectionable
peace of East Asia.
(¢) Impair good custom or public safety.
(d) Promote superstition oOr false beliefs.

to the

ions Governing the Film

=~ / Article 4. - The Provisional Regulat
viiey ' e drawn up separatEly-

censorship Office will b

r%  fi¢1e 5., = Owners of Chinese or foreign ‘
. prior to the public exhibition of the
two copies each of the applic.tigl

 scenarios together with the '3“{ gions,
~ the Pilm Censorship 0ffice £ s a7

MBL of this trenslatiehs

e

| 'f“ ;fnllb1l1ty is assumed for the acjura



Artic1§5 . | |
| | + = The applicat w |
matters ion shall mention the following

(a) Name of film and {ts
showing. In the cage of a fore

film, the OPIgINal neme >ign made

tion shonld both be mentZiigghe Mt
Length of the film, S

Value of the fi1im,
Date and

intended place of

nlace of manufacture,

Names, addresses and brief nistories of

manufacturers and principal perfsrmeré.

(f) Name, address and brief history of the
applicant.

® QO T
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Article 7, - Whenever a film, on examination, is regarded
as not contravening the stipulations d;fined
in Article 3 of these Regulations, the Film
Gensorship Office shall issue a permit for

public exhibition.

Article 8. = The film permit will be effective for a period
Oy Liiree years,  An applicstion for re-
examination shall be made at the expiry of the
period. No new permit will be issued if a film
durineg re-examination, is found to have
deteriorated.

v
£

Tn the case of a permit, during its effec-
tive period, having been damaged or lost,
applic.tion may be made for the is=ne of a new
OnE.

Article 9. - Before the screening of a film, waose publi
exhibition has been approved, the aanager 5¥
the theatre shall submit the peranit to the
competent educational organization in the

district for inspection free of charge.

: : : \ans he name of
Article 10. - Whenever il 1s desired to change the %
ne a permid

place of showing of & film nosses=ing a [
. a o . oy : £
for publiec exhibition, applicntion 10T %
roordine to TAESC
examination shall be made gccording ta

Regulations.

for inspection

Article 11, - The Film Censorship Office may, S
purpose, detail deputies, bILNZLAS =T 0°  ~ b

- (! " -
o S8 ltk‘t‘ ViIAT A N

certificates with them, 1O t;t pl

film is up for public exhibi tion.

\ " @ a K he A8aN&e ¢ }

These deputies may asi t : f“t’*.‘ ‘

theatre for permission to 1D8PE-E "
right of the film and its pvrﬂltt




o .>

" less then oo iy 200 mters. Files tnat
h T VO BeSeIS In lengthh will be e
il “ Gim of that length, R wil ~regarded

74 1IH the case of applications for re-

| _,emination as mentioned in the first
- baragraoh of Article 8 and in the case of
Son applications for re-examination as mentioned
~ 1n Article 10 after the films have been changed
A ._._double censorship fee shall be naid. Mo ‘ :
| censorship fee, however, will be collected in
the case of a Chinese film, but if necessary,
a fee of not more than yuan 15 may be col-
lected for every film.

The rules governing the enforcement of these
Regulations will be defined separ :tely.

These Regul:_tions will be put into forece
h - from the date of their promulgation by the
Ministry of Interior.

i

yese regulations are basically the same as those enforced by the

-Go*'rernment's f£ilm censorship board at Nanking prior to its

: . . 3 3 ah
| from the former national capital, However, the manner in which

e 3 of the so-called Reformed Government's rezulations is worded 1s

nat it may sonveniently be interpreted to be applicable to &ny
y deemed detrimental to the best interests of East Asia. ATTICLS

r

ons

*-J.

':""'.‘;tafadeparture from the National Government's regulac

bt S atien in
s the period its censor officials continued to functie

d in Article 11 was

‘:‘_:1mtely the same procedure as outlinc
L st {nability to ship films %o NanLig
$11ities, Under normal circunstances however,

“$o approximately US$0,08-1%/15:




"ilm Board of Tr w ~
Ll | ade (China), an °Tganization which represents the

erican f:ilm Companies, reported that up to the

present time only
rican films have been exhibited in Japanese con trolled territory

a; Nanking and Hangchow. In these instances censorship by Japanese

So far no fees

).'féén'charged and censorship is also conducted at the place of

_1@5‘1.*51011. Generally speaking, American motion onictures have not been

l‘;b'tfu]'- SF the F1im Board of Trade China will recognize or concede the
timacy of these recently promulgated regulations should: the so-called

Government actually attempt to enforce them.
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erford B. Heward
A*nerl can Vice Consul.



