Remarks made by A. Bland Calder, Assistant Commercial
Attache at the Annual Forelgn Trade Dinner of the
American Chamber of Commerce held at the Ameriecan Club,
Shanghai, China, at & p.m,, Friday, May 24, 1740,

(In ecomplisnce with the Department's ecircular
instrustion of Feb 10, 1940 - File No.
600,1115/1222, entitled "National Foreign
Trade Week May 19-25, 1940.)

Mr, President, honored guesta, and American hosts:

Cur custom of celebrating Natiomal Foreign Trade
Week, it seems grew out of the observance of Natlonal
Meritime Day, which was a day set aside by an Act of
Congress to commemorate the first crossing of an ocean
by an American steamship, The first observance of
National Maritime Day was proclaimed by President
Franklin D, Roosevelt for May 22, 1933, It
commemorated the crossing, from Savannah, Georglsa,
to Liverpool, of the steamship SAVANNAH the first
American ship to be fitted with gtean ines, This
erossing, which took place in the year 9 consumed
25 days, as against 4 to 6 days in modern times Tor
the super-linsrs in trans-Atlantie trada.
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Trade Clubs, Export Managers Clubs, Trade Associa
Civie bodies, service clubs and ntﬂnru 1n1pnt:igg"
the observance, but the pro is carried into our
churches and into our schools so that youth may become
fully aware of the relation of foreign trade to our
daily lives. The occasion gives American communities
abroad the opportunity to meet, as we are doing here
this evening, with their foreign business friemds, I
am gquite sure that among our Chinese guests this
évening and among their American hosts there are very
few who are not directly or indireetly concerned in
foreign trade. As I said et our Rotary Club meeting
yesterday, Shanghai has its very roots in intermational
trade, Hﬁinl'l produets are known the world over. The
United States prior to the dislocations of recent years
was the largest single purchaser of those products and,
in turn, the lead source of supply of China's
imports. Hence it is to the interest of each and every
one present this evening, and our earnmest hope that
normal equable trading conditions will be reestablished
:;.lﬂﬂl as possible after the present world disturbances
over,
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which has been making headway for the past seven years,
is based upon acceptance of the theorem that mo nation
can expect only to sell and not to buy, that trade must
be a two-way or reciprocal proposition, and that it
must therefore operate to mutual advantege.

The building up of these trade barriers went on in
the years immediately following the Great War of 1914~
1918 to the point where the movement of trade received
a severe set back, in 1929, and the economy of peoples
both in the United States and abroad was se upset,
Many nations were practicing "economiec nationalismm,
placing unnatural restrioctions for various reasons, on
the free movement of trade. Some countries were

shut nearly everything except bare necessities
and :ﬁ:‘l::tiilll for construction of armaments. You
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