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THE COMMERCIAL INDE-
PENDENCE OF CHINA.

The export trade of China reach-
ed the handsome total of over
$4,000,000 in 1913. It has in-
ereagsed in volume in epite of all
the handicaps placed in the way
through the ignorance of the people
and inadaquate co-operation of the
government. Travellers and in-
spectors learn at firet hand that there
are commodities for which the world
market ig offerring goodl prices and
which China has in abundance in
gome igolated and neglected regions,
To order to make these available for
export, several barriers must bel
removed. The development of trans-
portation facilities, the abolition of].
likin taxes and proper revision of
export duties and the ap-bnilding of |
a Chivese merchant arine are
’nmong the most ijmportent steps.
But aside from all these, there is one
phase which bas not been eufficiently
emphasized and which i3 neverthe-
1egs essential and fundamental to.the
succeasful promotion of export trade
-A: recent interview which the
‘writer hss had with one of the
leading merchantas in America ecalln
for serious reflection by cur country-
men. The following is a gist of the
discourse :—~

“Why is it that when we want
Chinege products such as the Chiha
wood oil, soya bren oil, vegeiable:
wax, peanute, silk goods, even rice
and ten, cotton secd oil and goods of
that kind, that the first organisation
we go to and ask for a price ou these
goods, is some Jupanese firm, and not
a Chinese firm, We will write to
Osnka, Kobe, or Tokyo; we will go
and sce one of the big Japanese
houses in San Fransisco, There o
no Chinese firm in. our city (Sun
Fronsisee) handling Chinese goods
on a large sonle that we kuow of.
There is no Chinese firm throughout.
the States which compres with the
Mitsui Co, Nosami or a duzen others
that we could name, We receive by
vvery mail a  versatile  flood  of
circular Ietters from firms large or
|small, Jocated in Kobe or- Osaka,|
offerring us  Chinese goods, (vot
ddupanes: ), and what is the regult?
| The result is that when the American
Jmerchant wants Chinege goods he

|goes to Jupan, and of coursr, you
1will admit with me that this situ-
{ation ig all wrong. Intha year 1914,
| China shipped to Sun Frangisco
1 $113,477.00 worth of peanuts and
.| Jupan $194,104.00, making a total of
.1 $307501.00 worth of pranuts shipp d
to San Fransisco from China aund
Japan, Bul when I tell you that
$1285,000,00 worth of these peanuts
came from China through Japanese
firms, it will esuse you to clevate
your eyebrow apd sit down and
think. In lika manner, about one
third to a half of the goods exported
from this country to Japan is destin-
«d for China. Why should there be
a widdlemun to eat up the profite
from both ends? We might ss wel)
all stop and inquire.”
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