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The Quest Society
Discusses Socialism

A Pragtical suggestion for
Improving Housing Con-
ditions i hanghai

A meeting of the Qnest Sociely was
teld yjesterday afternoon in the Royal
Asiatic Society’s Leeture Hall, The
President, De. Ilerbert Chatley, was
n the chair and there was & fair
ittendance  present to hear the dis-
russion on the subjeet of “Socinlism:
Showid the State Qwn and Manage
Bssential Industries?”?

Mr. W. . Lmberley, in opening
he diseussion, said that he  hopod
Dose present had not come with the
dea in their heads that he was going
o launch o denunciation on eapital-
sts. There were as many brands of
Soeialism as of bad whisky, and he
felt sure that all those forms of So-
cialism that had led to  anerchy,
syndiealism, Bolshevism and kindred
evils  were  Socialism  gone mad.
Yet when one thought of Tsardom
as it had  existed in Russia and
in otber countries that might be
named, one could not be surprised
at Bolshevism, but af the sawe time,
when omne thought of the use of
capital, capitalists were to be con-
gratulated on the uses to which they
put the tokens of which they scemed
to have an abundant share,

The speaker ascribed the worldwide
distress prevalent at the present time
to the want of system in all govern-
ments, by which he meant them-
selves, 1f during the war the gov-
ernments of various nations could
run all public establishments such as
the telegrapb, railways, shipping
ete., for the destruction of mankind
they could also run them for the
opposite motive—for the good of

wankind,  China furnished a gooc
example. Lveryvthing below the lanc

was government property. If the
same thing held good in other eoun
tries there wouid be no sieel king, oi
king, tobacco king, ete. T'he very fac
that men and women would blow uj
iiu smoke enormous sums of mouney
in order to eurich men of the ealibri
of the founder of “ Bull Durham’
Tobacco was surprising and alarming
to him. It was somewhat sarprising
to him that the voting population o1
Great Britain bad pot iusisted in al
publie utilities being run by th
Government or municipalities.

He made allusion to slum life
London and Leith wherein dwelt
class of people little removed fron
the beast. The conditions that existe
were beyond compuiation and wer
largely respoasible by the want of :
system in their goveroment. 1
seemed marveliousthat in a eountr:
situated as Great Britain was ther
should be  £200,000,000 aunuall;
wasted in driok, and yet in Londn
alone there were no fewer thar
600,000 families who could not find :
home. At this point, the speaker re
ferred to bousing conditionsin Shang
bai and urged that the ratepayers
shonld jnsist that the money wasted

by the Munieipal Council for building
houses. Just as the British Govern-
ment had assumed control of the oil
industry, so goverments should take
charge of all industiics so as to ereate
a world of happiness that transeend-
ed every other human eonsideration,
Mr. A. J. Hughes spoke in rebuttal
of Mr. Imberley’s viewpoint &sto

government ownership of essential
industries  for which the latter

had given no techuieal reasons and
suggested that another evening be
devoted to the subjeet,

Mr. 8. W. Wolte said Lhat he look”
ed forward to an improved Socialism
that would do away with wmonopolies
and make for the greatest good to the
‘greatest number.

Mr. W. J. Davey traced the his-
torical progress of individualism and
its development’into Socialism. The
exploitation of man by man had been
the keynote of human relations in
the past, but the keynote of the
future should be the exploitation of
the whole globe by man associated
with man for the good of the whole
of mankind.

The Chairman, Dr. Chatley, in re-
ferring to Mr. Kmberley’s suggestion

ing houses, 8aid that the Couneil had
already built one house and opera-
tions had been  going on for four
years. (Laughter),

Mr. H. Chatley, in dealing with

in bigh rentals should be eapitalived ;

that the Shanghai ratepayears should |
insist on the Municipal Couneil build- ||

Mr. lmberley’s poiuts, said that the
letter haa referred tothe swing of
the pendulum in IRussia, He did
not quite know to what swing Mi.
Ewberley alladed. ITe (the spenk-
er) had had experience with clocks
and pendulums, If Mr. Limberley
meant the Bolshevik pendulum, then
he would have none of it and would
gladly see it smashed, Regarding tho
expenditure of £200,000,000 on drinl,
the speaker argued that that sum
standing alone by itself no doubt
seemed huge, but when it was divided
by 40,000,000 which represented the
population of Great Britain, the drink
bill amounted to but £5 per capita.

Mr. Iinberley : I don’t know whe-
ther Mr, Chatley means to include
among the consumers of liquor the
women, children and total abstainers
in  Eoglend,  (Laughter). If you
eliminate them, you will find that tha
‘figure is & good deal wore than £5 per
hend,
- Mr, Chatley: T would suggest that
‘yonomit the population altogether.
(Loughter).,
Mr, Emberley coneluded by saying
jthat so long as present condifions
{existed, it would be impossible to
keep men quiet and content.

A vote of thanks was moved to Mr.
Bmberley and the meeting adjourned
for a fortnight,
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