LUNCHEON MEETING IN HONOR OF CEIANG MON-LIN

GIVEN BY CHINA INSTITUTE IN AMERICA

Those present were:

Chiang, Mon-lin

Chien; Tuan-Sheng
Ning, Eng-Cheng

Wu, Wen-tsao

Yu, Tsune-chi
Congdon, Wray Hollowell

Chase, Harry Woodburn

Gideonse, Harry D.

Mead, Nelson Pe.

Russell, William H.

Shuster, George N.

Wade, John E.
Brodie, Donald M.

Duggen, Stephen

Goodr’ich, L. Carrington

Luce, Henry Re

Meng, Chih
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January 2, 1945, New York

Formerly Minister of Education
Chancellor, National Peking University

Member, Executive Council, Nationel ©South-
west Associated University, Member, Board
of Advisors of China Institute.

Professor of Political Science, National
Southwest Associated University, member
Peoples' Political Council

Controller-General, The Farmers Bank of
China; Member, Peoples' Political Council

1929, 1931

Professor of Sociology, Yenching University,
Counselor, Supreme National Councill

Consul General, Republic of China, in New Tork
Dean of Undergraduates, Lehigh University
Chancellor, New York University

President, Brooklyn College

Professor, Department of History, The College of
the City of New York, Formerly Acting President

Dean, Teachers College, Columbia University
President, Hunter College of the City of New York

Superintendent of Schools, Board of Education of
the City of New York

Treasurer, China Institute in America; Institute
of Current ‘orld Af'fairs.

Director, Institute of International Education

Professor, Department of Chinese and Japanese
Columbia University

President, Board of Trustees of China Institute
Executive Director, Council on Foreign Relations

Director, China Institute in America
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emarks made by Chancellor Chiangs
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inost 907 of the educational institutions of China had been concentrated

" on the eastern coast. The Japanese invasion compelled them to move west-

werd. There are now twenty-seven (27) universities located 1n Free Chinae.
Because of the tremendous increase in the cost of living, the government
has had to practically feed all the students. Most of them live on rice
alone, even the price of rice has risen 1600 times since the war. Practi-
celly no books are available. One hopeful trend in the whole picture 1is
the fact that more farmer's sons are enrolling in the Middle Schools end
Universities as well as the Primary Schools:. The farmers are one of the
groups who heve benefited by the inflation. In the Province of Kweichow,
S50% of the children of school age are in school, and the farmers are de-

mending thet more schools be opened for their children.

Among the lessons we should learn from the war concerning education are:
l. We are forced to find out the reasons why imported things disappear over-

night on account of the blockade and cannot be replaced; we have not
mastered modern science and technol ogye

e However, the mastery of applied science and technology is not adequate
to cope with the problems of China--we must know more about the pure
and natural sciencese.

3« Ve must also realize that the Chinese people need to acquire a deeper
understanding of Western culture and life, which goes beyond the manu-
facture of motor cars and airplanes. I am referring to the logical
way of thinking and more objective attitude to all problems.

After luncheon an inf'ormal discussion was convened by Dr. Stephen
Duggan, Chairman of the Program Committee of the Institute, Those pre-
sented were Chancellor Chiang, President Shuster of Hunter College, Pro-
fessor Mead of C.C.N.Y., Professor Goodrich of Columbia and Messrse. Mallory,

Brodie and Meng.

President Shuster and Professor Mead accepted the invitation to be-
come members of the American-Chinese Student Advisory Sub-Committee of the

Program Committeee.

Dr. Duggan then called upon Mr. Meng to outline the problems. Mr.
Meng stated that during recent years it could no longer be teken for granted
that Chinese students naturally understood American life and culture, par-
ticularly those who resided in metropolitan centers. Most of the students

are greduate students and only get to know their own small groupse They
need to acquire a more liberal and larger background in American life and
culturee.

The discussion centered around how Chinese and American students should
be brought together for their mutual benefit, particularly for the Chinese
student to gein a deeper insight into American life.

- President Shuster suggested that at least one tea should be held at
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Professor

Mead suggested that Houston Psterson of Cooper Union might
be consulted.

Chancellor Chleng commented on the fact that the Chinese Government

ha.d adopted a policy during recent years of curtailing the coming to the
United States of undergraduaste students. This, in his opinion, is a mis-

teke, because he believes thet undergreduate life affords more opportunities
for e better understanding of American life and culture. He further said
that many of his generation spent many years in this country; he himself
spent four years at the University of Celifornia, four years at Columbia
University, and one year in traveling.

The consensus was that because of the fact that Chinese students were
mainly graduate students, the Institute should work out a program which
would be eff'ective in doing something for Chinese students in their under-
standing of American life and culture. A program planned and tried in

New York (through which practically all students come at some time before
they return to China) might be tried at other metropclitan centers.




