A.H, m, Esquire
Assistant Commercial Attachse
American Legation

Peking
311‘3&

I beg to aok:nowlecige the receipt of your letter of March 24, 1924
enclosing, for comment, = news ¢lipping from the China Press, Shanghai,
and to inform you that an identical article appeared 1n the Far Eastern

Times, on March 5, 1924, following a visit paid to this city by Mr. B.
Lenox Simpson] who it is understood, is the editor of this paper.

The article is correct to the extent that lMuilen is undoubtedly
undergoing considerable commercial development, but such commercial

expansion is somewhat gradual and cammot properly be referred to as a
"business boom."

The statement to the effect that "practically sll foreien firms
of importance are transferring their head offices from such places as
Newchwang and Dairen to the Manchurian capital" is misleading, inasmuch
as no such action gppears to be contemplated in the near future. The
absence ofadequate banking facilities In Mukden tends to 1limit the
establishmen t of offices In this city.

Informat ion relative to the number of motorcars, trucks, etc. in
m and its enviroms has already been forwarded from this office. The
statoment that "all the big forelgn firms send their travellers abroad
by motorcar" is.exaggerated. Automobiles are not used for travel in the
interior except by one of the American fims, which operates cars to a
1imited extent in the country during the winter season.

construction of a mil.it-m road between lMukden and DA L
od. to be under consideration but wozk thereon has not commenced.

The




The news clippings are returned herewith.

Very wespectfully yours,

American Consul in Charge




