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Mongolian trading methods.

pared by Consul Hanson of Harbin entitled "The Gandjur Fair'.
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BUREAU OF FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC COMMERCE

September 23,1927

ctor
Bure;u of Foreign and Domestic Commerce,

I am sending to the Bureau several copies of a report per-

This report contains some interesting meterial regarding |
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Ferdinand L. Mayer, Esquire,
Charge d'Affaires ad interim,

American legation, Feking, Chims

Sirs
' Ihumhmcunmun.hm
with #r. Alfred Schweyer, a Russian, who is the lpeal
manager of the Internationmal Marvester Export Company
(Amricen), I left Harbin at 8:10 PJi. on Thursday,
August 25, 1927, by train for Hallar, which is situated
on the west branch of the Chinese Eastern Rallway, and
arrived at the latter place at 4 F.M. on the
day. ‘We wore met at the station by Nessrs. ¥aplan
and Varshavsky of the fim of Xaplan and

the laster's residence.

tmeu.mmdmmIQMMﬁr

s







However, some diversion was furnished by the presence

of ustard along the roadside sand it was astonishing

to not® how close the chauffeur could guide the nolsy
car {ours had no muffler) to these birds without thelr
taking flight. I had a shotgun with me and two birds
were secured by shooting them from the oar on the trip
out and five on the way back without hardly auy delay

in the Jjourney.
P?he Fair grouads, which were located sbout two

miles from the Gondjur Monastery, were reached at 11 A..m
and on the street devoted to cattle selling smnd buylng,
called Tussian streot, besause the yurtas (Mongel tents)
of the Russian merchants were located there, we found the

young Burlat, Ah Lim ial, aged fourteen,
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sheep, CAmBlS, FBR,

or a
air by the moving oattle, horses,

women ani children, when the weather 18 dry, a8 happened

aiffiouls and filled the oyos, nostrils and ears.

¥alr 1s presided over by a Mongol Fresident and streeis
are maried out, with yurtas on easch side, one for the

tuyers of cattle, aunother for the buyers of horses,
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streets, calling the attention of prospective buyers to
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prising Jewish buyer from Hallar purchased n-— o
time cattle which he immediately resold to other Nussisn
puyers at sa average profit of Harbia §5 per sl B3
this way he covered half of his expenses. On the second
day, he bought 15 head to be driven to Mailar. Buyers
for the Hallar mariet brought freely and soon acowmlated




Chinese wine, tes, tobacce, wooden wheels and frames




that sush cattle would find its way into Siberia for
use amoug the military, who are accused of being hostile
to the Peking OCovernment. The dongols know abous this
last prohibition and even many of those in Bargs stayed

away from the Falr with & result that the nusber of Mengols
attending and the esttle presented for sale was small.
It vas facetiously remmrived that this year there were

more spestators in attendance then buyers sad sellers.

our perty visited the Jandjur Temple in the
morning of August 28th and I hed a munm‘mﬁw
suddna (] JE %’?‘@i!j‘—ﬁ“?-i)ﬂ who was theve. The Temple
is the principal one im Bargs snd is very rich in
eattle, horses and sheeop, which were presented as
gAfts by devotees aud as taxes by resident Mougols.
There was &

to be secured from the temple's respurces than lﬁ
religlous pars. M“Qﬂ“
 ~ temple to ';‘-".-T-,-:h?" .
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three times, his first appesrance having besn made two
the marty laeft the Tair grounds at Z P.i. o
the 28th and after & halr raising journey, which vwes
broken by detours made for the purpose of getting s few
shots &t bustards, gucese and duek, arrived at Bailsy
at 8 P, The mly event of interest pn the return
trip was when passing & loagol encampment, & drunken
mounted iongel charged dewn on us while we were stalidng
a palr of bustards. His msnner was threatening amd,
as 1 afterward learned, he shoutingly wished to imew
why we had left the read. Ownr smll @lzed Monge




evidence that next year i § wenld still be of less
importance. From what I could learn from people 1

mot on the trip, there was little danger of a successful
dongol uprising agalnst the Chinese authorities in

Barga and the concensus of opinion was that the Soviet

authorities had lost much prestige among the Mongols

on account of the setback received by the Soviets in

thelr activities in Northern and Central China.

Goplies of photographs taken on this trip and
other information regarding the Fair will soon be
forwarded to the Department with a reference to this
despatch.

~ Your obedient servaat,
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