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No. .229. Subject: Sommercial Museum in Shanghal.

I-.“l :‘ h‘: ‘Itl‘ H!.

gy LN
e T RS TS
e s g b et € STV e D0 T G l:*nun%"“""’"- -~

Director, Burean of Foreign and Domestic Con
Department of Commerce,

washington, D. C.

rce,
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There has been considerable discussion, both in Zs»ewpe and in

China, about the advisability of Establishlng an Americen Musewm in

M.Jahere Chinese merchants can Sotual W‘ﬁ?ﬁﬁ:ﬁ“ semples of

American goods. At present some of the large houses in Shanghal

carry extensive stocks of samples, but American merchants without

such representatives in China find it difficult to make sales because

the Maaﬂ merch 'ts are not accustomed to buy from catalogs or

' tt tions mere seems to be a f.peling that American

- sufficiently extended without sales campaigns

1ine -_'-‘E-é alam the lines which have been so

ssful in other metriu, peonle foel tha.t such sales
s would 'm useiaaﬂ wiﬁhoﬁt amplel in China, Opinions on the
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Attention Iir. Stevenson and IeIr. rldrldge.
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one and two weeks would be recquired for Kyoto, thr |
Hagoya, and about two weeks for Tokyo. LI tThe Bureaa did- net f991
like allowing me so much time, the period could be materially decreased,

| but I am giving the outside limits, and am also including time for the
6 — 1Investin mof the manufacture of various articles in Japan which are
| sold in China in large guantities, with a view to estimating whether

it would be possible to make them to advantage in the United States.

It is hoped that permi sion may be granted to make the trip, as
%\11: will be relatively inezpensive, and will not in any way confllct with

other work which is carried on in China.

If a museum of this sort were to be started, it would have to be
run on entirely different lines than the one which formerly existed in
Shanghal.

Very respectfully,
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(C. C. BATCHELDER)
Acting Commercial Attache.
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Mr, C. Co Bstehelder, Acting Comsercial Attasshd,
American Tmbamey
Paiing, Chinn.
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Memorandum for Mr., Stevenson:

Referring to the attached, I do not agree with you that the

gubjeect of an American museum in Shanghai is threadbare. 7The mere
fact that this proposal has been before the Bureau for sometime

does not in any way detract from its merits. The Japanese have €s-
talbished museums in Singapore amd Harbin, and would have established

one in Shanghai and other Chinese ports but for the boycott. These
mmseums are all branches of the Imperial Museum at Pokyo, and in order

to gain 2 perspective of the system it would be necessary to study the
Japanese Museum. I am sorry to differ from you on this point, but 1

happen to have made a rather thorough study of the subject myself while
in Japan, and I am familiar with the situation.

While I hardly think that our present trade with warrants
the Bureau taking any active steps towards establishing a Commercial
Museum in Shanghai, I do believe that the Japanese, Wno have alnagk
of appropriating the best from all systems, had good reasons for adopt-
ing this method of trade promotion in the Far BEast, and we cannot afford

to brush the matter aside.
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Mr. C. Q. Batohelder, Acting Commercial Attachd,

The

§ on the part of the Buresu.

United States would not, I am sure, emcourage




o8t hoavily on the vemture.

Now t0 come dowm to your suggestion that you should visit Japan
t0 lock into this mattar, I may say that Mr. Abbott is maxing an ex~-
' mmuu of this same subjeot and I am, t'srefore, writ-
suggest to him that them his report is finished, that he for-

‘Iﬂw wmmm from TakKyo.

le I appreciate the motive behind yowr mmggestion 1t doos

_ mot seem sdvissble to the Bureau to amthorize you to visit Japan

“for this purpose, but dnumm this feot I may say that our
Mlm 1imi m boen sdvieed and it wonld
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Mr, James F. Abbott, Commercial Attaché,

Amer ican Embassy, _ SR e
.; | : v ; '1::...- > ot ¥

In your letter of October sixth you mnt&oned t.hht "Gnmmreinl

Museums in Japan® i.s te be the subjoet of a report from you in t.ho near

future. In 11 W of Mr. h}choldor'g intere_at_ ﬁin t.his w.bjut ’ and him

desire to have more definite information goncerning J'P“*‘" e ™

ﬁ.ll ‘be gl&ﬂ to have you compile your re _.,or'e ag lom u praetioahle and
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OFFICE OF COMMERCIAL ATTACHE O 1Y Ta— _ _
AMERICAN EMBASSY Tokvo.  May 26, 1920

Director, Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Comn
Department of Commerce,

Washington, De G0 oo
- C. Q50)
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In reply to youwr letter of April 28, reg

oy

e

arding a report on

commercial museums in Jé.pa:n, I will say that I have put the mstter

aside temporarily on account of bre pressing matters with which

the Bureau is familiar.
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| _‘_*__j‘ SHANGHAI, CHINA.
RECD.: " Myt~ TE . File 72048
‘ Subject: American Museum of Manufacturers.

Direotor’
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce,

Waahing‘b Qlle

Sir:

Referring to lMr. Eldridge's communication of
March 23, (#19) suggesting the possibility of the
establ ishment of an American Museum of Manufactures
in connection with the proposed Chinese Commercial
Museum, it is well to bear in mind that the Chinese
Chamber of Commerce would hardly venture to endorse

a proposal of this charaocter for the reason that it
would lead other foreign interests to demand similalXr

consideration, and eventually result in complications
which would embarrass the Chinesee Unfortunately

the Chinese people are not yet in a position, with
extraterritorial privileges granted to forelign powers,
to0 act independent in matters of this character. While
they would be thoroughly sympathetic with the idea of
making special arrgngements favorable to American manu-
factures, they would under the present congditions hardly
dare extend a favor to one which might be claimed by
others, among whom may be those who are not in parti-
cular favor with the Chinese business interests.

I am hoping when the conference of American
Chambers of Commerce meets in Shanghai, presumably
next autumn, to present a proposal to institute an
| exhibit of American menmufectured products at Shanghai
for a period of three or four months in connection
with motion picture demonstrations to which the busi-
nesg publiec of China will be invitede I am of the
opinion that this would be the most effective method
of utilizing the commercial museum idea of advancing

| American products in this country.
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