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DEPALTMlNT OF COMMERCE

BUREAY OF FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC COMMERC E
WASHINGTON
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OfrFice oF COMMERCIAL ATTACHE

Peking, China, April 13, 1915.
American Legation

Subject: Visit of the Chinese Commercial Delegztion
to the United Ste tfs.
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Honorable E. E. rratt, €hief,

Bureau of Fo”eign & Dome%tlc Commerce,
Department of Commerce,

Washington,

Desr Dr. Pratt: 3.ﬂ' : i
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I have to confirm my cablegram to the Buresu cn

the 10th instant as follows:-

"Pratarn,
wachington.

Twenty Chinese representetives of merchrants
salled yesterday, steamer Manchuria, purpose ¢
extension China American trade.”™ %
The Bureau has undoubtedly received through the

Department of State considerable information in regard

to the proposed fisit of this Chingse Commercisl Delegation,
go that it is probebly unnecessary for me at this time to
add envthinge. However, I might mention the feect that this

1s the first Chinese Commercisl Delegation that; has ever

gona abroad in suah large numbers, and that every effort

 made on the pert of Americen Chembers of Commerce |
,f_'iuti ong to utilize the advantage which _
:;;;‘_mu'e:lll doli'ation atfera to atrengthn '
‘ - .'




ﬁr ¢rade reletions with the Chinese people. 1% wase
‘ixtremely difficult, so the Minister of Agriculture and
Comrerce informs me, to secure a representative business
delegation in China to go abroad for some months, &s
Chinese busineses men find it very difficult to leave

their establishments for a considerable length of time

and are, generally speaking, adverse to the idea of

being away from their country for so long a period.

However, the delegation is a very representative one

and does oeredit tc the business interests of the country.
I am sorry that I wes unable to be in Shanghai %o

meet with them and bid them_farewell before their depar-

ture tc America, but I consider thst it wcs more importent

to work out the details of the opportunity now presenting

itself for American menufacturers of cotton mill machinery

and other considerations having to do with American trade

in its connection with the Chinese Government, than to

have_gone to Shanghai for the pur-ose above mentionede

. Consul-Ceneral at Shanchai, Mr. Thomas Sammons,
riﬁ_;441tiont°b°in3 of grect assistance to the delegation
n advisory capacity before its departure, also enter-
588 AF the, Pecap? adice!
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a good feeling between the Conmercisl Delegrtion and the

Americen Community-in Shanghai prior to the former'e de- 3
parture to the United States.
' Some time ago this office reported at considerszble ?
length on the opportunities presenting themselvee in

connection with the Hunan mining enterprises. Ilir. H. Y. §

Lieng, of the delegaticn, represents a Changsha mining

\ gompany, and is in a position to give Americans interee- '
ted therein much informetion which may be of value %o i
them in connection with proposels to work conjoined
American and Chinese capitel in Hunan mines. %

Mr. 2. T. K. Woo, of the delegation, is from Hankow,

the Chicago of this country, being manager of the Yangtze

4neering Works there, and is greatly interested in
enginecring and machine matters.

Mr. Sing Ming Kung, of the delegaticn, is cornected

with a large m°dern fleuy mill ipn QGhina, &s 18 8180,

o My Ohen_ Pao is a large bean merchant in Manchurisa.

i

ve are seversl tea and silk merchante on the delegsticn

tives of Chinese Chembers of Commerce,

in industrisl education,
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is prodably as represcntative a delegation as could be

secured for the Purposes 1n question. The Minister of

5
Agriculture ang Commerce expressed to me "is regret that

he wes ugable +to Secure men of higher financiel etanding

"
representing some of the big Chinese banking institutions f

to accompany this delegation, but as stated above, 1t is

very difficult to induce such men to leave their country

even for a short visit abrosd under the favorable circum— 4

gtanoes which will attend the tour of this delesstion

o

throcugh America.

A pamphlet has been printed giving the names and
sketches of the members of the delegation but was issued
too late fbr.me to secure cories to accompany this des-
patche Our consul-general at Shanghai will undoubtedly

forward a number of copies to the Department of Stzte

for your Buresu.
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At the instance of thie office and of the Chinese
Secretery of this Legetion, Mr. Albert W. Robinson, an
 American merchant from Boston who recently came to China
'.to_enter. into business relations with this country, was

ister of Agriculture & Commerce as <

this delegetion om ite



ndly sympathetic toward all that intereste ' |

1,inese people, and apparently well connected 1ir 2 buei- '
gs way in America, hence we have deemed it fortunste 4o

eble %0 have him with the delegstion in an advisory

Very respectfully yours,

by

Commerecial Attaché.
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