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ﬁm"t Strides Lave been made durihe; the past fifteen yeass in
;‘nvinguur consular gervices Since 1902 we have been sending cole
fgl"_ﬂ.‘dj;atea to China and Japan, commissioned &s student interpreters
"tta@hﬁd tO Qulf Logatiun at Peking and our Babassy at Tokyoe After
_two poai's studying the langusage of the country, these students
| are detailed to our consulates in China and. Japan, as vice-~consuls and
%ﬁ?ﬁf@ﬂyqflg ..,-me- ti'_me,‘ to tine _‘ these men are ghi fted from one conle |
so that a. ter five or ten years' service in subore |
es in. our perv:;cas _in these countries, they acquire a
a.nd oxperioncqg_hio,l} make themn distinétly valuable to our
Orients  We mow have in China, elght graduate student
totho Pgﬂition&f principal consular cfficers and
__’p‘ “Aam ﬁ,g vice oongul. and interpreters in the ser=
-; te interpreters have becu elevated to the

ordinate cspacitiess e have
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| The majority of tiwe ﬁﬁﬁﬁint@ta thus fﬁr
oollege gradustes whe s NS | I |
‘..._‘*"'SB Guates who nave come almost directly from American unie
yorsities fto _-t’ oir posts at Tokyo or Pekings

| Ehay_have begn selected with considerable care, for the Department

of State gives tie applicants for examination a nrelimin&ry test'befﬁra

mqmndmg them to the President for designation for exeminetion, Thus,

391‘“-‘ as thelir educational qwlifiﬁatiuns and general fitmess for tne

~ work are concerned, the mem appointed to the student interpreter corps

Wll reccmanﬁ.ei. They lack, hmwever, in that with but few ex~
i ot o : | -‘ . : .‘ i = - : : | ¥ _. .‘ 2%
- geptions these men have had MO experience in merecantile pursuitse. Tney

~ lack not onmly actual business experience but the discipline of service

n mereantile housese . Both are valusble to & successful performance

 of their duties in our gonsular service in the Oriente

of the maintenance by the'ﬁnited States of a Qenw
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is very desirable, if tnese iuteresis are %o be

gen in waose direct care they are entrust-
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Ly | ® aocredited, may
qo-tlttod tham to djaon

a
ﬁ@‘iFﬁﬁ_ ree tneir duties in tueao directious, in an
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lill - Yetthe fact remaine, that thhuut ackual contact with bus=

i1 P lema, Such as one receives in service in a gucceasful 16 rcal

til.houds, and. without tiie discipline whAeh sucnh service gives, these
men camnot perform as wvaluable or gatisfactory service as othorwises
Fdf%ﬁérmbre our manufacturers, capltaliste and merchants will have more
.raifééf‘fér fgébémendatiogs and suggestions of our consular officers
whdﬂfthéy’khow that these mén, in additdon to the special training toey
have had in the'oountrieéto which they are aqgreuited, have had & prior
or supplementary cxpef-encewith a’auccessful American mercantile housee

g 4 believe I aﬁ right in prewumlng tult our manuf scturers and mersw

§ .enantn would'welcome én opportunlty to be of aqsistance in furnisihing

% opportuhitiai o aur?QSQngﬁh;nréﬁbarking upon careers in our consular

- servioo.abroad té familiarizé tiemselves with American buslnesa methods

V;_,-'ﬂ and.pract;ei;gy“éctuai eiper;enoéﬁin.mmerioan:meroantile concernse The
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-zations intoreated in our foreign trade
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1® Bank during their foup years or more in colleges

. Pebilitich will
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11l also be accorded Uy this Banmk to permit of some, of the

students svei
| g rortions of tie'year In service in bond houses, COmw

mission ho w
E | uses, forwarding companies, custom houses:or in esome roirw of

tive works Can any businese man in the United States dispute for
le second the value $0 our foreign trade of such & training as thie
£0¥ our consuler officers? T would go even further taan preseribing

& course to our student interpreters before tney zre semnt %o China

ane s ane I would take the men now in the fleld, TWo at o time, order
. %Mem home, end give then six momths or & year's: training similar to that

tiomal City Bank, Drovided facilities for such a .
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ir befores We aho11
e TWe shall find gre:-t organizations of the nattons of

e baok in the fie
3 hold, more determined thin ever %o capture the for-

‘%“i‘rm’h We shall probably f£ind ourselves in need of foreign $rade
tu"fgroater degree than ever before exporienced, We need not fesy COT
vetition 1f we prepare eurselves for this competitions In fact, we shall
find pleasure in competition 80 long 28 we are able to hold our owm with
all joom:'-u. But to hold our own with all comers, we shall have to nave
toat work, with every man on the team trained to play his part as well
arjust 2 1ittle better tian his opponent in the other team. Are we
preparing our consuls in China ahd’ Japan, ‘yes, and in other parts of the
wbrid, to b6 able to play their parts in our team work? No, not until
wegiw ‘these men, i i3aition to tne special training trey are recelw
ing in the countries’ tc{ which 'tﬁef’y‘“ are dcéredited, such additional train-

"!riI‘.l mhke then think 4in terms af the American merchant and moant-

’r Wheh {nvestigating and repartin on foreign trade opportunities.

a‘f our bonbuls’ in China and’ Jepan as well as

W N

_' ;ﬁf?’éﬁﬁiﬁu& 'iy our mérda:ntile interests as being of
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. vy ) iﬁh Americdn Duslness men would he aple to ge$ from tuse re-
Pam f our consular officers.

Vhile any wmprejudiced observer coum

“m&ﬁt fl un the _.:ork of our consuls in China would not agree w ith this
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bmad 3'._t?%t§§ﬂﬁ_nt_'adversely criticizing the value of the consular COIIOIw

a,iﬁal,_l‘ﬂpﬂrt!’ yet tie fact remains that these reports would be open %0

far less criticism E-lld rendered fer more valuable were oum consular of~

fi”ﬂ };3_08-9953-8d of some actual mercantile experience or had tiiey been
“;h;__nﬁiitgd in some substantial way with business interestse

in studyiog toe

' assigued to. duty in subordinate cspscities in our consule
' rior officers often eriticize taem for their lack of
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i als and merchants, our consular officers in China and

will ® a £ 44
a4 DO in a far better position to extend American influence and

-

tlhie opinions tihey may have 00~

P"Qﬂtig' and command greater respect for t

ricials and merchants

_01‘1 to expmss in comiercial matters, when tie 01

have had this special mercantile traline

1!1 the "U‘nited Sta'k.tGSo

Thus from wh&tgver viewpoint we may considér the cuestion, a traline
ﬁi‘ U, "'1ng5gudh as-proposed above, ior our gtudent interpreter COrps in China
nsular of icers tian
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will make these mel far more efficient co

?oaaihh without such & training, in fact, the day has come when our ine

s=ibilities has becomée 80 extensive as 10

 terest in our foreign trade poss
o n re that-. in ad.dition to the special training whieh our prosvective

ve some gubstantial mercantile experiences
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