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1 I enclose & very interesting and timely suggestion made by :
.o | Major A. Bassett, Judge Advocate of the China Lxpedition, to his

E P commanding officer, in regard to the selection of men for service

E 1] 3/ ¢ if with the American troops in China, advocating the selection of these
{J b~ #j £,] troops in a way which while it will not detract from the military

1 N s objective, will assist at the same time in furthering our commerce

- and trade in China.

b One of the essentials to American trade extension in China is
men, American men trained in the field. China's foreign trade is
in the hands of foreigners and will so continue for many years to
come. American business will only grow and develop in a large way
in China when handled through American organizations in the field,
under the control of well trained Americans. The day of the
compradore or Chinese go-between is passing and the foreign Dusiuess
man of the future to be a success, must come into close countact '
with the Chinese. A knowledge of the Chinese language and of the
customs of the people is most helpful to the American business man
in China, and will be even more so in the future, in fact, the day
is not far distant when American firms in China will have to have
Americans in their employ who understand the language and customs
of the people, if these firms will compete successfully with other
foreign concerns in China. liajor Bassett's suggestion is indeed
a timely one. It would seem that it might be possible without much
trouble and by the exercising of a bit of care, to draft young men
T into the service for the China Lxpedition, who would be suited to
E. - foreign trade and who would welcome an opportunity of learning to

§ o xnow something of China, the language and the people, through the
Lo - opportunity accorded by service in the North China regiment.
£ mmtol’ the lm of Tientsin is the Northern Mandarin, or the
S G . at Ohiu Mandarin is spoken by probably 3/5

e Climatic conditions at Tientsin are
mn. Tientsin ouy is the second city
It u a mt lqort mrt outa. |




Wolhnvo here in Peiing 90 miles from Tientsin, the lorth China

Language School, under the direction of Dr. rettus, an American.

This school is & great success ani is handling about 100 Americen

and British students of the Chinese language. Dr. iettus would
undoubtedly be very willing to organize a school at Pientsin for

our regiment there, which would permit the young men in the regiment
giving considerable of their leisure time, in & systematic and expeditious
way to the study of Chinese. Special talks on China trade and

other matters of use to such a class, could also be easily arranged.

This office would be glad to assiet in this matter.

In aadition to helping our traue position in China by putting
into effect the plan as proposed by Lajor Bassett, it would help
the young men in our army contingent hers in China, for conditions
in Tientsin do not offer to young men in the military service the
wholesome surroundings which obtain in American communities. AS
a means of encouraging our young men detailed to service in the
army contingent ag Tientsin, to give their leisure time to whole-
some and useful pursuits, a course in Chinese language and things
Chinese preparatory to possible business connections in China after
they arc mustered out, would be very advantageous. A great dezl,
howevar, depends upon the charactcr of the man sent out. For this
reason it is proposeu that care be exercised in the selection of
the men sent to China and that advantage be taken of this very
favorable opportunity, to include in the guota a number of young
business men ambitious to enter into the field of foreign trade in
China, where young Americans trained in China are in great demand and
will continue to be in demend in connection with American trade

activity.
Very truly yours,

Ww

Commercial .ttachéd.

Enclosure: as stated.




o . Lientsin, China,
December 18, 1917.
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ing the wair with a view of pronoting american trade in the
Baat after tho wars | | A
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bt B e | e There are hteing drafted intc the new army
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muenber of young business uen who 88 5000 a8 pence

| will be mugtered out. If the young officers and men
30 this cantiuweh were carefully selccted wiihh &

"ing t0 vhiﬂ& young men who would nbecone interestct
trade it is probsble that when they arc mastored out &

' perc...ntagﬁ 4+ tham would desire t0 remain in China and
in business. Dur.;....w their lcizure hours opportumities

-

made for such men to study the Chincse langusge :né to become
quainted with buainess ofpcruun*ties in China and with Chinesc

de methodss

& - . By The most fmrortont comsideration would be the method
Sl o:f seloction. o doubt ﬂm Department of Commerce would assist
in the matter and I shick that ) robablv the Amcrican Asiatic
&muty an g Iam business eoncerns engaged in business in China
8 ﬁaka an interast in im iRl ' % L L
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Yebruary 26, 1918,

the :'.1“01 With interest your letter of December 29, together with
Ohinms 080d memorandum by Major A. Bassett, Judge Advocate of the

_ Regiment of the American army stationed in Pientsin, with regard
$0 the seleotion o0r men for serviee with ths imericsn troops in Chima
in 2 way whioh will as2ist our firms in Chims in securing sdequately
trained men for commercianl work in the future.

Thie metter has been given careful censideration, and has been dis-
eussed with variovs officizls of the Tar Department. The Sureau fully
agroes that the scheme is s good one in yrineiple, and the Var Depart-
ment does not oprose it on genaral srounds. There are, however, diffi-
oulties in the way of sceomplishing anything of importance witk regerd
t0 it in this country at the present time. In the first plaee, i2jor
Bassett's memorsndus was aprerently written under the impression that
some 0f the men obtained hy the recent draft lezislation wounld be seat
out to fill in zapes that may ococeur in our forces in Chine., Inguiry, how-
ever, indieates that the BEsy Department hes no intention of doing this.
They inform us that all the men recuired o fill the gquota ¢f ths Chima
Regiment will be obtained in the future, as in the past, by reguisitien
on the Sommanding General of the Army at Menila. "hile, therefore, the
War Departmsnt would not objest to referring & formal request %o lanils
for such compliance 25 might be practieable, it seems questionable with
the presant congestion of business relating to the Army, whether such a
formal suggestion would accomplish anything; it also appears that it is
not necessary in order to permit the Commanding Genmeral in Manila, if
he can be persomally interested in the matter to do all that can be dome
to furtber the plan. suggest, therefore, that you and s jor Bassett
take the matter up further with the officers of the China Regiment, amd
mmmuum:&:omuynuam1u, or both, and
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