OFFICE OF COMMERCIAL ATTACHE
PEKING. CHINA

Taweg 2 MAYT1922 7 |
Director,
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce,
Washington.

Subject: Census of Motor Cars in China.

Sir:

lire Don D. Patterson of the "Weekly Review of the Far Eagt"
has with the aid of this office and the wvarious consular offices in
China compiled a list, which is in the way of an estimate of the
number of passenger cars, motor buses, trucks, trailers, and motor
cycles now in use in China. Where registrations have been avail-
able these have been given, but in some localities where there is
no registration of motor cars it has been necessary to make estimates.
The figures are given on an attached memorandum showing that there
are approximately 6866 passenger cars, 55 motor buses, 437 ftrucks,
50 trailers, and 792 motor cycles, a total of 8150 automotive vehi-

¢legs in use in China.

It is my opinion that these figures are about asg accurate
28 can be procured. There is no data, and it is very difficult to
secure data concerming the makes of the different cars, or what por-
tion America or other nations represent in this trade, except by the
Maritime Customs Trade Returns, which year by year show the importa-
tion of motor vehicles into China from the United States, to be as

follows:
1918 +e.c..+ Haikwan Taels 641 346 - 4’2% of total mportad
1919 Y EEEE. " 1,404 388 - 59%“ " ty.
1920 be o0 v o " 3191 664 - 57%" " 1

Figures for 1921 are not yet avalilable, but it is believed that they
will run well over the 1920 figures.

Very truly yours, / “

'J' |

(JULEAN ARNOLD)
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