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MOTION PICTURE NOTES
M“
(Required Revort, Reference: M.I. V11-27)

Shanghai ' Lad  As
| Studios Inactive: As a result of the hostilities, Shanghai
’ 1

is no longer the "Hollywood of China". BXecutives, directors, st
23, , Stars,

P i

players, cameramen and other technicians migrated from the locsl scene t
e to

Hong Kong or interior points shortly after the Chinese arny withdrew from

the Shanghai area. This exodus resulted in workers being scattered through

out the country with many obliged to seek employment in other fields of
endeavor. The main force of the industry, however, has turned its efforts
to the production of patriotic films, the making of newsreels in war areas
and to the organization and functioning of theatrical troups which tour

various sections of the country entertaining soldiers and vividly presenting
the importance of national salvation and patriotism to the masses at large.
Groups of well known movie stars and players presenting plays with a

patriotic theme tour the larger interior cities where thousands of Chinese
flock to their performances eager for an opportunity to see the cinema

notables in person. In this manner appreciable funds are raised, the money

being donated to national refugee work, to hospitals caring for wounded

soldiers and to other emergency demands. With headquarters 1n Hankow, these

groups of players are under the direction of the mMovie City Touring

Theatrical Group" which is believed to be supported by the National Nilitary

Movie Studio (& reorganization of the Central Studio formerly located in

Nanking) and the Film Photography Section of the Political Training Depart-

| | s, the association
ment of the National Military Council. According to reports, the 2 ia

produces One patriotic pieture each month in oconjunction with several




S R R .tha'banar1t~@f oversecas Chinaceand‘thé“-;

ted in China's resistance. '
~ Henkow Making Sound Films
L t i ound Films of Conflict: According to reports, th
Central Motion P | | g
5 e : > Picture Bureau will shortly release under its auspi
| uspices a

war Pictura showing the battle of Taicrchwang and scencs inside the ci
after its capture by Chinese forces. This picture, so it is beli :1ty
s . elicved, wa
made by members of the Central Studio formerly located in Nanking but ’no s
_remnvad.to and operating in Hankow as the National Military Movie Studio

such as: "Love Our Countryy "
ry" "Protsct Our Homes", "The Active Western Front”
¥

Our last Stand", "Chlna Roars and Strikes"”, "1 Am a War Refugee™, "An
%, "An ALy

Hero's Death" ] ]
s Death", and is at prescnt working on a feature length production

entitled, "The Fall of Paoshan™s The studio has also recently filmed an

heroic stand made by the "Doomed Battalion" 1in Chapei

reinactment of the

just prior to the final retreat of the Chinese armies from Shanghaie It 1S

reported that at present the studio has cight camera CISWS working in variuus

sections of China in cooperation with Chinese army divisions. It also has
three mobile projector units touring the countryside in West China exhibiting

farming population.

patriotic films and newsrcels to the

pictures: The following 1s an

n the North china Daily

Chinese Went More Translation-on-figg

abridged coOpy of a letter which appearcd recently 1

News, TO date ©

nly the better or more prominont feature pictures have at
times becn afforded Chinese translations inscribed on tho film so as 10
nize with dialogue highlights and story pointa. Thig work 18 all

gynchro




L observation thoss translations, if intslligontly mede.
- ’

:  5577PT®¢ti0El and add considerably to the enjoyment of Chin
o i
  ¢@£_view1ng American films.

Film Footnotes - Chinese Want More.

ZNorth-China Daily Ncwaf

"To the Editor -

Bir,

; "Many films lately have been shown with
Chinese footnotes and from my forcign friends
I wes informed that they did not interfere
with their enjoyment of the pictures. I am
sure that much more business would be¢ done in
first-run theatres if therc were shown more
picturcs with footnotes, as most of the non-
English-speaking Chinesc wait for a picturc
to appcar in a second-run thcatre, where they
have slidcs explaining the story to tho
sudience--although this method is far from
satisfactory, nevertheless it is better than
none. |

8T =m told that in all other countries

American pictures are shown with the dialogue
completely translated by footnotes. Is the

Chinese patronage of these American pictures
so negligible thet neither the theatre nor
the film companies are interested in doing

this for the paying customers?

"Being sure that this letter will come
to the attention of theatres and film coi-
panies, and as their business largely depends
on Chinese patronage, I will say let us have
more pictures with Chinese footnotes.

Chinese Fan"

by

Shanghai, ApT. &«

Drowned in Whangpoo:

nSnow White" and "Wictoria The Grea

On April 16 one of the Shanghai English dailios ran a featured sStOTy

relating to the latest victims claimed by the famous river. The article

went on to report thnt arrangements had been made for a private showing of

Disney's "Snow Wwhite" and the British film, "Victoria The areat" aboard the




hip of the |

e American Astatic Fieet. j
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x momen
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a's launch

the launch g
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andling
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as rcported in the paper.

Qutstanding Chinese Film: (See enclosures accompanying this report)

Undoubtedly one of the most outstanding and spectacular motion nictures ever

produced 1in China has recently been completed by the Hsin Hwa Motion Picture

Company of shanghai. The film, under the title of "Sable Cicada", is based

on "The Phoenix Pavillion" an incident in the well=-known historical novel

"The Three Kingdoms." Reported to have taken one year to film, the picture

was finished sometime after the outbreak of the present hostilitiese. The

plot takes place in Peiping during the Han Dynasty (180 A.D,). According %o

studio publicity, the costumes, interiors and furnishings of Chinese homes

jdentals of that period have beah

and palaces, sustoms, music and many inc
authentically reproduced after extensive research by the studio. Some of

) . saprding detalls of production,
Hollywood's publicity methods have been used recarding jetails of pPro

namely:
ots dqpax\%lly

+ ancient Cchinese obJ}e
: dar 68 catagorias.

478 items O
s Thore &30 ' y are classified un

made for "guble Cicada" . The
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B o e | g
ls 3.5 acres) tudio site.

8. The arms used -
e S 1sed number 1,200 ~
assigned to their cc'.anst".rm':.’('Eci;vrezf‘38 i e -

4, Cicada wears 58
| costumes.
picture.) s. (Not that many in evidence in the

O« 165 dre
ss makers worked for 3 months on the necessary cost
‘ Stunmes
6. ' . . |
The severed head of Chang len took 2 wecks to sculpture

7. Actor King in ici
| practicing horse-back ridi
Once was hurt and laid up for 10 dayzfdlng fell down 14 times,

etc. :
' b etC., etc.

From an observation of the film, which was shown in Shanghal at the
Grand Theater to both Chinese and foreign audiences (and to exceptionally

good business) the picture in its technical aspects is by far the best

Chinese film I have sccne. It is evident that care, thought and sincere

efforts for quality and distinction have becen incorporated into it by 1ts

producers. As a commercial venture for American markets it would be of

exceptional interest to students of China, historians, novelty seckers and

the dress circle class but to American audienccs 1n general it probably

would not click sufficiently to afford it a big time relaase - especially

o .
s &

in the middlc West. Briefly I would judge 1its various departments &S follow

Good but lacks tempo toward the ond. Cholce of

Direction:
camera angles an excellent improvement on usual
Chinese films.
Photography: overall quallty superior to usual Chinese filmse
One or two wobbles. Ono or two out of focus.
Lighting good with gpecial mention of offocts.
Sound: Recording is far better than most tO dato. Dacke
lways constant. Sone bad

ground levsl not @

nphloops" which sould easily De remediods



to the next story point. Oculd be shopf:ened
in spots with advantage. English titles,

inscribed on the film at the bottom of the

screen are employed. Additional titles
could be included in most sequences.

Music: I am not a judge of Chinese music but the
score was not harsh or jaring to the senses
as most Chinese music can be. 01d Chinese
songs and instrumental scores weie used with
pleasing and appropriate effect.

Sets: One of the principal attractions of the

picture. A definite advancemnent over any
picture made in Chine.

Canton-Hankow Theaters Carry On: It is reported that some South China

theaters and amusement resorts struggling to survive present emergency
conditions such as the possibility of air raids occuring at any time of
the day or night have developed a plan whereby the "public assumes some of

the possible losses attendent to interrupted performances™. During evening

performances should a "blackout" take place after £:350 no refund will be

given, If a wblackout" takes place before 9:30 arrd ends before that time

the performance will be resumed. If the "blackout" lasts until after 9:30

Ao ha ou
the performance will be suspended and no rofund mede. In other words yo

probably lose all the way round.
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