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You were doubtless surprieed to receive my wire of the 16th but
our friends on the other side hed cabled ue to press the compleint to the
Government and it occoured to me that you were very close to the powers whom
we wanted to T‘"ﬁ("b end could eliminate = g'r'ef-;_t. smount cf red tcoe T+ wee ne t
my intention to teke advantage of your friendship but rather to slace our ec
t,.....,l""'l' here it would receive some attention.

Briefly the csse is this: Brewster and Company, &n American firm
ocated in Foochow, have bcndht some 3,000 tons . of Dry S alt Herring, of which
we have slready shipped Y00 tonse. The Chinese %tn»tntﬂ in Vcccho« sre clsiming
that it is Jespanese c&rgo ﬁﬂﬁ are trying to make the Chinese dezlers bovectt this
Herring. As = matter of fact the Herring 1s packed in Csnada by Ceanzdisn firms
end sh;:;eo to Wﬁochow largely in United Stetes Shipping Beard veesels. Kone of

-
Eo.

bt

it went forward by Japsneee lines. Ncreover a1l sh
Canedisn Goverment certificate of Origin.

In the process of effecting their beycott they sttacked snd seriously
wounded the Chinese Comj Pﬂ40?& of Brewster and Company. As you wl :
from the cable 00n17rmﬂt10ﬂ9 the police of Foochow have refused to sct and

& T e 1 P i B N T e
Rrewster and Company sugges st our Gnvarnmhnt request the removal oX the Police
" - - ol = 1~ o - + = & -
Comiesioner of Foochow. The i whole matter &s you will realize 1s & matter fig face
. . i 5 : = . v -~ N - 3 al - ™
and if =llowed to go will discredit American business firms 1n Ghlns.
Mr  W. F. Brewster is in Seattle and being familiar thk conditions
- | DN z . . W & o o - ' 3 2 : : T o
in Foochow and China generally, €X resses the opinion that 1I thi tuatlien
b s N N e - - Nt v 3 V 3 L N o s g A* - ooy
not deslt with firmly and &t once the boycott will spresd U other | et
gseriouvely effect Lmericun trede generally in the Far East.
T wish to thank you on behelf of th Tnternsational writime Company

4 . TN A - - : . \ C * & ol "B i . Y
for the H*fwn*lfn T know you will give, to thisscom plaint and st the me time

1

ﬁ ‘.v-f." ’—ff* :,Jf'l my (J h"n “"‘"PE'C"-D' A r‘(_ gf rd ‘C‘: "

Youre very truly,

. ™ I 2 - "~ - \ &
GFS/LJ International Maritime Company
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BUREAU OF FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC COMMERCE

WASHINGTON
SEATTLE OFFICE:

E1f LOWMAN BUILDING

SEATTLE supuary 17, 1525

laim loternational Moritime Co. Tooehow,

confi neing ouwr tad e ran of Guturdew, 1 ¥RS vOry ~iaaned Lo haove

your reply et mow, { =m attsching eopies ol telegrams sup-iled by
the Internatiomsl Heritime 0.

de heve resastls looked inte the trada in drisd salt hewring.
ris ie un artremely ches; commUlLYy pat up for consumplion i Crins,
aply. It wiii vear o uiy the chespost trensp ortation cost and honee
cennet be mwecesslully produced in So far it procties.ly all
comes from UCepads, The WWEGs WE srisinetsd by Japanese who intro-
daced the methed of pedking. 1 have aot found essetly how sld the
trode was, but it existed on & VeFY coaslderebls sesls sight yesre geo,

the f£ish are cought in certain inlods on both the sast and west

consts of Vewsouver Telomd., They are now Ps cked uhder o certaln emount
of Cemadion ZovorN

ent ingcection, The Tish ave b rourht in anf plsced
a8 soon 58 poesible, =ithout any dpessing or clesning, in Sanks of gnit
brine shere they remsin for thres SuyD. it the end of thet time they
eve baken out snd packed im ccecg Betweodn layers of s=if,” Theywdl zot
repp indefinitely, but they wil) wab@ repsonsble time., The season beginse
in Oetaber snd ende by law Feolrasyy 15th, with a few days voristice for
dif¢arent locelities. Tho fiagh lulren st the olons of the pensSon are vary
inferior and keep badly,.

thile the trade wae originated by Joapanese ond bas besn in Japanese
wends for meny years, couusidersble operations are now in the hands of
conndlen snd Seoteh. Yy feeling in the mettor was that the boyeott x=ight
have been on the growd that the fish iu Canads wae hendled by Jupanese,
1t ¢ appurently true that the majority ol the fish s handled by Jopanese,
though now copeldormble portions af ths trade are in the hands of white
people, there Wight sotntWl¥ he » fev Japosnese smployeses, bul thal ronld
not come withism the nrovises ef the boyeots.

The fish 1a this case was parchased from Prik®, Cravford & Lindsey,

A4d., who, 1 sm informed are the largedt operators apd are Scoteh Ca .

i
snclesure Listriet lanager.
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CBRATTLE, U7, 8, A,

SBeattle, U, 8, ., Janusry 17, 1925

Seattle Chamber of Commerce,
Attention Miss Goode, < il
Seattle, Washington, /[

Dear Mise Goodes

Referring to our conversation this morning. We left copies of the cables
we have received, and telegrams sent by us, referring to the threatened boycett of
American goods at Foochow China.

The firm of Brewster & Co., of Foochow, China, and the firm of the Interns-
tional Maritime Company, at Seattle, are both American firms. We are advised by
cable from the firm of Brewster & Company, Focchow, China, that one of their princi-
pal employees, S, H. Lee, a citizen of China, was acsaulted and seriously wounded
while selling dry salt herring. The azsault was made on the grounds that the sell-
ing of Japanese herring is prohibited. The exocuse that it was Japaness herrinz.is
entirely without foundation as the herring ies produced in British Columbis by
individuals and companies of the white race. The firm of Brewster & Company -
advise that the criminel wounding Mr. Lee had not yet been aprrehended, and they make
the direct sccusation that the Chinese Police Commissioner of Foochow is shielding
the criminal, and that the Chinese Government is epparently indifferent, and that
American trade is being prevented. The assaults and attempted boycott are purely
blackmail. In addition threats are being made of the same treatment to the Chinese
merchante who purchase or attempt to purchase herring from Brewster & Company.
Brewster & Company have asked us to protest to the Chamber of Commerce of this city
and secure your support in having this situation remedied, by having the American
government enter e protest to the Chinese Government with & view of having the
Chinese Government taking steps to prevent a reoccurence of such happenings, and te
furnish the protection that American traders and nationels are entitled te.

During the past few months we have shipped to Brewster & Company, at Foochow,
OChina, 2000 tons of dry salt herring, and approximately 1000 toms of flour and other
merchandise. We have under contract to ship to them during the months of January
and February another 1000 tons of dry salt herring. Brewster & Company purchase
annually, under normal conditions, Ameriocan goods from the Pacific Coast, and prin-
ceipally from Seattle, approximately $1,000,000,00. Under normal ?cnditima during
the year 1925 we will pay to the United States Shipping Board $109,000.30 or more
freight money, and will pay out for such commodities as flour, fish, f‘mito: lumber
and manufsctured products of the northwest, and principally from Washington Irea

1 million dollars to £ million dellars.

Ja, should not eater
The question as to whether or not the herring 18 Japanese
into the d?louuion, but in order to olear up the matter, we will say that ;1:1;‘:".\
herring we have shipped, and all we expeot to ship in the future, is not an

"Shite Paoked™, and we
| roduced by Jepsnese packere. It is what is known as . ‘ .
::ng you h.rozithpt 1iet of the packers and the amountis we have purchased from them.



All of the salt used by herring packers is e United States product, and runs
- into several thousand tons each year. If the 8al€ of dry salt herring is prevented
in China the salt trade of the United Btates will suffer severely as there is nc other

outlet for dry salt herring than China. No other country in the world is z consumer
of it.

The present condition at Foochow is a boycott of Americam goods. If it .1z net
stamped out immedistely it will spread to other localities and distriocts, emd to
other commodities, with disas_trous results to all lines of goods sold by the United
States to China. All lines of business in this country would suffer.

The Seattle Chumber of Commerce wields a powerful iufluence throughout China
among the foreign traders, and with the Chinese merchante. Our cables contain
specific demands that we secure your assistance in prevailing on the United States
Government to protest to the China Government in an attempt to get the Chinese
Gevernment to tuke steps that will prevent a situation of this kind. Unless the
American firms can procure the protection of the United States government they will
lose face, and Chinese merchante will not buy from them se it indicates to the natives
that the house is weak and not worthy of protection.

We respectfully request that you take this matter up with Mr. Underwood at
Washington, D. C., in order that he may take steps to secure the protection the
firm of Brewster & Company, and all other American traders should have.

Thanking you in advance for the efficient service we know you will remder in
this ocase, we ars,

Yours very truly,

INTERNAT IONAL MARITIME COMPANY

f /, g, o

W. F. Brewster, of Foochow, China

,x“',k//é/4(14 0

B. K. Davis, Seattle




REPORT OF DRY SALT HERRING E
SHIPPED BY INTERNATIONAL MARITIME COMPANY, SEATTLE T
YO H

BREWSTER & COMPANY, FOOCHOW, CHINA

| NAME OF PACKER SHIPPED
Butterfield, Meckie 935 Cases f;
3 ' - $48 7 %
825 "
1014 " 2686 cases

Nootka Packing Company ‘ a::a "

Gosse Millard Company t 861 "

Rorthwest Fisheries Ltd 1861 "

¥allace Fisheries
 Total elresdy shipped -

Ready to Load

Rorthwest Fisheries Ltd., | 800 cases
Somerville Packing Compeny T 1000 "
The following are the Wmm for the
mw Qfm and ‘t.h ﬂ.ntw

£500 cases

500 *




U. §. OFFICES

Seattle, Wash.
New York, City
Chicago, Ill.
St. Paul, Minn.
New Orleans, La.

FOREIGN OFFICES

Canton, Foochow,
and Hongkong, China
Tokyo, Kobe and
Nagoya, Japan
Hamburg, Germany

MANUFACTURERS

1109 POST STREET

SEATTLE, WASH., U. 5. A.
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Dept. of Foreign Commerce, ’ 3
Washington, D. C. 3
/
Gentlemen:

We have been advised that our manager, Mr,

3. D. Yang, & Chinese citizen, but employed
by us to take care of our interests in the
Foochow district, has been stabbed by unknown
parties instigated by young Chinese students;
without interference of the present Chinese
government; hindering our pursuit of business;
caueing through this assault a large pecuniary
loss t0 our import and export trade.

With this, we ask that you kindly use your
good office in ‘taking up this matter with

the proper authorities in Washingtonm, . Bai
so that the American business interests and
any of their employes, as well as the prestige
of this country, shall receive due considera-

tion from the Chinese government.

Thanking you for your efforte in our behalf,
we remain

At your service,

ORIENTAL IMPORTING CO., INC.

/

™

PRESIDENT _— ©

ACD:8 " (///




Mr. R. C. Miller,
1iaison Officer, Bureau of

Foreign and Domestic Commerce,

_Department of Commerce,

PN LS Opt
o ﬂa\.
P

i " wWashington, D. C.

£

> 7 ‘_,4“
"-*—.: 3

Sir: n v
1 beg to refer to Mr. Fldridge's letter of
January 16, 1925, the Department's reply of Jan-

uary 21, 1925, and your letter of JanuaIy 30,

o shipments of herring by the

1925, in regard 1
srs. Brewster

rnational Maritime Company to Mes

Inte
and Company, 8&n Americen firm at Foochow, and %o

jnform you that a telegram has now been received

£rom the American legation at Peking, which 18

guoted a8 follows:

v nthis agitatio

by the Pukien stud
been directed against An

n has been conducted

ents union and has
glo-Chinese

sollege

-

e g

" -'.' BN




acollege of the Amerlican Methodlst Npl®-
cgopal Misslion and aga inagt American and
Chinese firms dealing in fish imported
from America. Acitation against col-
lege instigated originally by & few
students affected by spirit of insub-
ordination now prevalent and that
against firme is believed to be part
of general plan of students union to
counterbalance blackmail from shop-
keepers. This organization stimulated
by initial success now defies local
authorities and hopes to intimidate
foreigners thus giving it paramount
power in local affairs Foochow.

"Two Chinese employees of American
firms have been brutally attacked by
the students who openly post placards
threatening the life of such employeeo.”l///

The Legation added that strong representa
tions had been made to the Foreign Office and <

that, in an effort to impress the Peking and local

suthorities with the gravity of the case, it had
jnstructed the First Secretary of Legation to pro-

ceed 2t once to Foochow, and hed requested the For-

eign Office %o gend its own representative there,

4o consult with the Pirst Secretary, the American

Gonsul - Mr. Price - and the 10cal authorities as

VfTho Department will inform
you

40 neceesary measures.
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JoRk urpon recelipt of & further repoxr®t Lrom vYae s e, —

LOIle

L AR Sir,

Your obedient servant,




