' Manking, June 28, 1937,
ENCLOBURE

Subjeet: Restrictions on the taki

of

OLOETIBDLE orelzners 1in
gﬁIna. e

Dr. ¥Wu Sung-~kao, Direotor of' the Lepartment of
International Affeirs, Winistry
of Torelgn Affalirs.

Dr. Hsu Mo, Politicel Vice Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign
Affalirs,

¥Mr, Reymond C, MacKay

Mr. Peck.

Mr. Peck and Mr. MeacKay called on Dr. ¥Wu Sung-
kao, Director of the lepartment of International Af-
faire at the FToreign Office, in the morning, in order
that Mr. Peck might introduce Mr. MacKay to seversl
of the Toreign Office officiels, and the opportunity
wae taken to discuss the current restrictions on the

taking of photographs by forsigners in China.

Mr. MacKey mentioned the fact that just before

taking the train at Canton to go to Hankow he had
asked Mr. Tseng Yang-fu, Mayor of Canton, to arrange
maetters so that he, Mr. MacKay, might be allowed to
take photogrephs of the scenery along the railwey,

The Meyor had sent representatives who had msde this

roquont of tho rnilvny guardl- a8 soon a&as the trtin
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to take any photographs whatever. Mr. MaocKay and

vr. Peck both invited attention %o the fact that
preventing travelers from teking photographs of

beautiful scenery and of well constructed railroads
deprived China of an immense amount of free advertis-
{ng whioch otherwise might result in substantial bene-
rits to China, first in the way of attracting lucra-
tive tourist travel and, second, in the vay-or con-
vineing foreign investors of china's progress and the
desirability of investing funds 1n'tha modernization
of the country.

Dr. Wu sald that he and other Foreign Office Of-
ficials raalizad the lcss ta cn1na involved in the
current reatrletians on the takiaz of phatographl by
roralgnera and thay were sng&gad in % rying to perauuﬁo
the autboritias conearneé tho military and aona other
authorities, to consent to &8 revision of the regulations,

Mr. Peok sald that while thoy'wore on the sub ject
of pbotogrnphy, he might n@ntion the fact that the two
motion pleture films whieh had boon confiscated by tb.

Hntional Motion ?ioturo canaorthip conmitsoc had not \ 5;-

yet boon rolon-od pr. wu said that ho tul larry that
this was uo, but it seemed to be a qu.ltiouer 'lnnsll

attiiuﬂc" on tho purt of tho annnittoc.
nuring a enll on 7100 uinintor Dra‘nsuﬁlb, r011¢!~

1:; tho eall on Dr. Wu, the subject of roniriotisno

¥ iy ' k| % . AT N U SRR L T ' e N e o s MR
4 g i 3 e - B E » e i T — b, SO e 3 P e aa o SR R MR e S
; p 23 5 ik B SRt sl L pikeslo . ? o b T R S o5 B T R R 7 E ke
PR g i ‘: N e Y Mgt > ‘ RS A .' : -
| s RN weu ﬁﬁﬁ & t: sy’
' PR TLO% B BT PN .
¥ - ) b r -

T S, Bau Mo mald that She e relgs Grrise “m'y 2
Taaie Y et oak g g Vv & i PR RN R R i}? ah‘ ﬂ'ﬁ%‘ﬁ@i&- .fﬁ"?lﬁ ok és%ii 1 me




Sugdested *m mtdi' “ nium “ w, T~
Hsu Mo.,) Dr. Heu Mo observed that there were speciasl

regul ations applying to the taking of motion pletures,
es distinguished from still piloturss, Mr. Peck said
that it seemed irrstional to suppose thst the regu-
lations governing the teking of motion pletures should
rofor.to the taking of amateur pictures, because the
regulations were clearly devised to apply to the mek-
ing of motion picture plays, and some of the regula-
tions, such as the supplying of scenearios in advance,
could not be complied with in the caes of amateur
motion picture taking, bscause theore weres no scenarios
to report. Dr. ¥su Mo rscognized that this was true
but said that the regulations recuire the supplying of
all pertinent information, with an applicatlion for per-
mit, in the cass of eny taking of motion pictures in;,
China, | _ _ |
Both in tslking with Dr. Wu and with Dr. Hsu T e
mention wes made of the 1llogicality of enforeing these
restrictions on foraignorl, while they were not enforced
sgainet Chinese, since nothing wvould be simpler than
for & foreigner to buy pictures taken by a Chinese,
¥Mr. Peck recalled that Mrs, Peck had been stopped by
& policemen from taking pleotures of a street scene near

the Confucien temple in Nanking, at the very time that a

locn- ;ad we s not ltowpod.
pr. Hsu Mo sald that the yoreign Office was trym

ing %o bring about & relaxation of the striot prohibition
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now enforoced ageinst the taking of photogreapas
by foreigners in China. These regulations, at
sresent, permit the taking of photographs 1in &
comparatively small part of the country.

; Mr. Peck and Mr. MacKay sdvanced a number
of arsuments to sbhow that Chins stood to gain

e great deal by adopting & liberal position in
these matters, such &s is taken in most Europeén
‘gountries and in Jepan, Dr. Hsu Mo concurred in
the views thus expressed, but explained that there
vere persons in the Chinese Covernment who felt

that one photograph detrimental to China would

cutwelgh the advantage that might be expected from

e great many of a different sort.

Willys R. Peck,
Counselor of imbassy.
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The Honorable
The Seeretary of State, e
gton, D. C. '
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I have the honor to refer to the Embassy's 4
No. 493, of June 7, 1937, from Nanking, transmitiing a
translation of rules recently approved by the Executive
 restrictions on the &
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without muoch thought of The consequendes whieh would
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thas I have ‘-ll it advissablc S0 attenpt on evexny
suitable ccoanion %u eulisd infivence %o bring about

a revision.

AR Opportuslty ooouryed wien J ACONAp R AL e
Raymond . Maekay, of the Far Lestera Division, %0 Ghe
Foreien ¢ffice to introduee him %o various affielinls
there. There is enclosed & memorandum of sonversation
on this subject with the Director of the Departaent of
Internationsl Affairs apd with Vice Kinlster Or. Hsu Ho.

¢ will be noted that hoth of these furelign 0ffice
go which vexatious reatrio-
will probably infliot

officials recognized the dam

ticna on the taking of phote

on China, but expressed inability to de enything So resedy

. Hsu o'’ remari,

t's attention is invited %o

uumumymmdmw

gome Chinese offieisle with whom I heve conversed on .. ..

this subject bhave indicated t&mix: igucrence of thenm and

h”‘ ﬂm tucredulity thet auything so sweeping had

been eLavied. % have sduitted knowledge of the

Wu. but have net shoun sny great interest in
thel, The fact of the satter seeas %o be that the ew-
thorities iu Fenking turn out rules and yestriotions

that She new regulations "permit the taking of photogrephs
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