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From Julean Arnold, Commercisl Attache.

Sirt

Dr. Y. S. Ts20, President of Tsine Hua College, the institution
which is training Chinese students for American collegesg under the
Boxer Indemnity Fund, has interested himself in a project to organize

an associstion for the education of the Chinese merchan

hantgs to an 2pnre-
wciation of the nossibilities of their chambers of commerce along con-
structive lines.
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Dr., Tsao has secured very consideratle material from cont inentzal
chambers of commerce and 1 have Purnished him 2 certain amount of dats
- ! ovm 3 - }- - ~ .
regarding the orgznizat ion and functions of American chambers of com-
merce.

I am now desirous of securing for him some helonful :.Aate?l;:.l.ﬁs-
crintive O 1 : ic homi mme which will be
1 inti £ the work of the American chombersof cormerce ick
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Buresu of TForeign & Domestic Commerce, »
Washington.

Sir: ‘ : Attention Far Esstern Division
= tal SAstern Division

As of possible interest to the Far Esstern Division,
we are forwarding herewith a booklet describing the Chinese
General Chember of Commerce at Shanghai showing pictures
of a2 mumber of its members, buildings, etc.

Very truly yours,

Assistant

. Booklet as above
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. unu Commercial Attache,
Care Ameriocan Legation,

m*. mnt

In re thereto, we wish to state that we are endes~
t0 procure films of various kinds from the Buresu of

and as =oon as thymmathmwinhter-
wum.

Yours very truly,

A« 8. Chadwiock,
Chief, Supplies & Boguip. Section.

Forwarded;
'y Poreign Service Division.
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SHANGHAI

April 23, 1924.

Subject: Shanghai Chinese General Chamber
o
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Director, ; ™

Bureau of Foreign & Domestic Coimlerce;""' :
washington.

Sir: Attention: Far Hastern Divisio: K1/1

Jaring the past few months, largely as a result o
motion picture activities, intimate contacts have been abl
between this office and the eofficials of the shanghai General
Chamber of Commerce (Chinese) particularly the Secretary of th
Chinese Chamber, lr. Zee Ko Seng, which are resulting in an opoortunity
to discuss informally the, various problems faced by this organization
in a way which appears to offer an excellent occasion for closer
cooperation between our own American Chamber of Commerce and the
Bureaun's interests on behalf of American trade promotion and protection
in China.
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ir. Ze@, the secretary, was fomerly in Y.M.C.A. work in China
1 |

and being the first active secretary of this tremendously influentisal
Chinese organization is ideally equipped with his knowledge of the
English language, and American methods of organization and publicity,
to serve this organization which in a city the size and charscter of
Shanghal is placed in such irmediate and intimate contact with
Buropeans, Americans and foreign organizationse

This Chinese organization with a membership of over 600 have
large group of buildings devoted exclusively to their activitles,
inClqldillEj an QSS'?}l;fl.}‘].}" hall for 1000 };.‘k'C*}_}jC:, ET‘CC"‘.;{tiQ‘l; I'oQms, offices,
school rooms for commercial courses, servantis livin arters and a

commercial miseum with attached sales department all oi wiich compare
very favorably with any like institutl an d 3 8l |
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otary aluaiﬂu the Chairman, Ve,
an, lir. Fongatemg y M m 863 Ois Vo

corresponding to our own President and
M Prasidant in similar ﬂl‘ganizcition,as old style, ultra-

~ conservative, 100% Chinese, but exceedl
o A ngly broad minded and unbi
f in their opmion. Ir. Fong and one other director have for some .

tim been clesirous of becoming member
g Ilﬁ 8 of the Shangh
hamber of Commerce feeling that this was their duiyainlnﬁtgematicnal

__31131:106 to efficient representation of Chinese busines:s interests.
The other directors have opposed this idea, basing their opposition on

the interpretation of "international™ as "foreign®
gn" and something apart
from Chinese inclusion but are slowly giving way to the saressuﬁg 011?

tha mera progressive and fair minded directors.

| Realizing the need for reliable information on the Chinese firms

:ln Shanghail transacting business with foreign merchants resident in
anghal and the increasing number of Chinese firms endeavoring to

deal directly with manufactures outside of China, this Chinese Chamber

has recently established a registration offiece where all Chinese firms,
regardless of membership in the Chamber of Commerce, may register and

on due investigation of standing receive a certificate of registration
which wiile far from being a 100 per cent reliable is certzinly a step
in the right direction and in time will furnish a service hitherto
 entirely lacking in the Shanghai business comrmnity.

mhe directors of this Chinese organization are also interested in
'aquipping their assembly hall with a motion picture machine in order
to encourage the exhibition of foreign commercial and industrial
£ilms which has been given decided impetus by our own activities in

this field.

That such a large and potentially influential organization has
been so improductive of results in furthering its own interests and
that of the commmnity at large seems thus largely accounted for by this
period of transition from the old order to the new which cannwt be
accomplished overaight and which seems the common silment of the long
established Chinese institutions in China today.

Very truly yours,

John E. Nelson,
Assistant Trade Conmissionar.






