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MAPKTT _FOR AMERICAN SARDINES
» The only Americen sardines eppeering in this market are
the ome pound owale in tomato esuce, which sre packed in Galifornin.
Trede in Amsriecan sordines first came into prominence in China during
the war period when mgu gardines were more or less off the market,

Thile Turcpean eardines eannot be spid to enter amctively into competi-
tion with Americen sardines, due to difference in quality, price and

preparation, the fmet theat the former were chut out of the China market
at that time proved en incentive and likewise pravided an cpportunity

for the sueceeessful introduction of the American 'plﬂk.

Prosent Morkot - Shanghei serves as the primeipal port

of import for Americen sardines, seting == e distributing mi-ll' flll' '

ostablished chennel of distribution is through the :!m %
house to the native wholssaler with extensive branches and

in the various outporte and throughout the interior, w
dozen or more well cetablished brands sre effected through M

houses seting in the cepacity of agents, or by m Mﬂ
muuiumwmirmm i
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threes or four estrblished brands, sales of Celifornia pack sardines

Competition as between established
The

are abeolutely on 2 price besis.
brands is keen and prices are shaded to s minimum of profit.
present volume of seles 18 smell when it is considered that it 1s split

up smong so meny importers. There is no doubt, however, but that sales

of California neck ovals will contimme to grow, particularly should con-
ditions etebilize sufficiently to permit of e resumption of business with
the intorior distriects. Under rormal trading conditions, Shenghai dis-
tributes to the numerous Yangtsze River Valley ports such as Chinkiang,
Nanking, Walm, xiu'.mng;,ﬂn;ngchw, Yochow, Sha®l, chengste Hankew, Icheng,
and Chungkinz, These ports have, however, been in ereas subjected to
nilitary and politicel disturbances for some tire past so that movements
have been considerably restricted if not impossible. Shanghei also acts
as a distributing center for North China porte such as Chefoo, Tsingtem,
Tientein, Peking, Mulkden, Antung and Delren. South China ports are serv-

ed chiefly throuzh Honzkong.
Volume of Imports: Trade in Americean sardines, which in 1915 tot-

eled legg than om¢ thousand cases, hes now rgach&d a volune of aporox-
irigtely three thousand goses a month or thirt:.r—aiz_thuunand anmelly,
The trede reached its pesk during 1920 cnd 1921 when eight to ten thous-
end casos were imported monthly, followinz vhich the trade doclined |
sharply dve to the reerppearance of French and FNorweigsn eardines on the
mariet and the generel restriction on import operations growing out of
abrupt deprecintion of silwer, The disturbed politicel situntion was
also a contributins fretor tending to restrict movements to interior

distributing centers ond outports due to the unfavorable treding condi .

tions resulting therefron,
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The chinese Waritims Cnstous issues a dally tulletin giv-
ing ean itemized stetenant of cergo discharged by each ship entering
and elearing, throuzh which many firms follow up losely the items in
which they are in%tercsted . Thetables which follow ere teken from
the Chinese Meritime Customs statistices and represent importe of sar-
dines into Shanghai. They are not representative of the total trade
~ in imported sardines re meny firms meke it a practice to comceal or
cover up their imports from competitors by entering their importations
ag "ecanned foodstuffe", with the result thet the arrivale are listed
accordingly, Thie is a common practice in meny lines in which compet-
ition is perticularly keen,

IMPORTS OF CAWNED SARTINES - SHANGHAI
(Amounte shown in dozems of ting)

e

éaﬂﬂth o ' First 9 mos.
1622 1923 1924 1825 1925 of 1927
U.S.A. 16,161 22,986 32,563 18,6834 34 969 10, 737
Worwey 17,480 7,092 20,920 18,343 21,098 2,274
France 3,888 5,007 11,107 2,642 6,792 g6 0
Great
Britain - 6,217 2,408 2,590 124 1,485 99
Jepan Bl 422 61 200 57
Germany 90 392 212 B - 1,047
PMIET 619 1,167 j 28 | 20
Italy 358 114 254 301
Canads | 904 232 1,583

~ Sweden 2,111
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Thile the above gtetistics ere in dozens of tins, there ls

no indlcation as to sizes. However, the favored size in Norweligan

gardines is the quarter size in tomato ssuce eo that it is probable

that the larger proncrtion of imports is in thile size. Sales of French

eardines sre divided sbout equally smong the guarter, half and three-

L]

quarter alzas.
In connection nith the foregoing table, it sheuld a.g:nin be

erphasized that the figures do not indicate the total volume of im-

ports due to ressons previouely stated.

Americen Brands: There are at least seven American brands
esteblished on the merket which are of fered t.hrnudl local !.q;mﬂ hw:
seting as agents, or through 'nrn.un‘h hnunu or firms in thll m@.-smn.

In addition to the well m n:ml K]

ber of brands of West Coast brokers, #
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Market For Canned Sardines
Norwelgan
] Hetall Prices
Brand Pack Size Local Currency

. U.5. Gold
iJEllan&*a ~-Fish & Tisherman Tomato Seuce  1f4's $ 0,115
Bjellend's -Fich & Fishermen Olive Qil lfa's 0. 14
Stavanger - Smell eild Olive 0il 4's 0,14
Trondjsm -~ 1-2-3- Orown brands Olive 0il 1f4's 0,115 and wup
Trandhjem ~ 1-2-3 Crown Srands Tomsto Sauce 1/4's 0.092 2nd up
French
Amieux Treres - Golde Labal Olive oil 1/4's 0,276
Amieux Freres - Gold Lebel Olive oil 1/are 0.62
Amieux Freres - 5old Label Olive oil 3f4tas 0.76
Amiocux Frercs - Gold Label Lemon 1f2's 0.53
Albert Rouille - Globe Brand  Olive 0il 1/4te 0,253
George Dalidet & Co. -Bon Apetit Sauce Nordelalise 1/4'g 0,253

Prices: California one-pound ovals packed in tomato sauce retail for
tweniy-five to thirty cents local currency, equivalent at curremt ex-

change to U. S. £2.11} to U. 5. $0.14.

The serdine merket ie in a very umsatiefactory state 2t the pres-
ent time from the standpoint of the local seller, dus to tha- auﬂt.i-m-:m.a
cutting of orices by home euppliers. A few native jobbers and :hula;,l—
ers are cemght in sn unfavorsble pesition due to this practice. TWhen
the Netionalist tex of 35 per cont wes proposed last summer, native |
wholesalers end jobbers came forward and placed substantial orders for
No. 1 ovels at prices around U, 5. $4.20, o. i, f. Shonghal, per cass I .
of H, the shipmente to arrive before the first of Semtember, the dstc .
the tex wee to become ffective. The threatened increase in duty din_. ne .,

2 place end deslers took up their orders at U, S. $4,20, since w. v

"|
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=
time, however, nrices heve been stesdily df:zresing until today
quotations stend et U. S. $3.95, c.i.f. Shanghai, per cese. Con~
EEtunt}F, those who d4id not place orders last July and Auegust arc now

able to book their requirements at $3.93, which leavos dealers Who

-

%
boolced previously at higher prices cut of the market with considersble

cargo on their hands, which to move involves taking a logs. The pres-
ant guotation of $3.95 ropresenta & drop of 65 cents & cas® during the

past seven or eight months.

Merket Pogsibilities: Galifornia sardincs packed in tomato
soued cfe sopular with the Chinese, boing eaten without further prep-
=ration of any sort whatgoever, in gontraet to the usuel procedure
. of cooking as is-in order with other types of fish caten by the Chinese,
Tha ovel tim is caspecislly popular with the Chineee, =0 mch so that
a lerge oroportion of the seles is due to the oractice of giving sar-
dinee as gifte on occasions such as the Wid-hutumn or Spring festivals.
IThqy are also given gs wedding gifts. Tho prices at which Csliformia

Serdines are sold a@pﬁal particularly to the merchant and student class.
The native restsurant is the largest uinglﬁ group market for sardines.
Sardines also epnpeal to truwallarg on steamers and trains as they are
casily carried and can be aatqn'cnlﬁ. Abova all, they are a substential
food which HEFEBI‘ to all nlunlan.h

galifornie sardines packed in tometo sauce cennot be said tﬁ have

any uqmpatuiﬁ, om French, Nerweigan or Fortugueso Sardines uffaraﬂ-'in

‘gold, may be considered four times as gxpengivy

arter size in tomato cans whereas the latta: . &
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Such growth in snles as tokeg Pleze in the nesr futura ia eon-~

tingent upon the restoration of better businees operating eonditions.

It is estimated that eporoximately BO per eent of the Celifornie sar-

dires imported into Chins enter into consumption in the main treaty

ports and that fifty per cent are distributed to the interior. Con-
~ditions prevailimg during the pest year hove tended to restrict sales
to the interior considerebly snd have econsequently reduced the orders .
of native deslers nhaln distribute to thaf interior, Under nermal nperat_-
ing conditions, dalifnrniu. sardines can be purchased as far up the
Yangteze River as Chungking, fifteen hundred miles from ﬁmﬂfh

Due to the transportation charges, horever, California soraines which
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