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An Analytical Study of Advertisements
in Chinese Newspapers

Advertising has now reached a stage in China similar to that cccupied in
B Western countries, where its value as a medium for securing, promoting and
J increasing cales is established. Previous to the advent of Western civiliz-
B ation into China, ““chops’’ of firms or manufacturers were the only advertising
& means for their products. The acceptability of these products was, and still 1s
B in many interior provinces, determined by the similarity or dissimilarity of
$he seal character on them with the ‘‘chop” it professes to represent. This
B peculiar situation may be explained in the fact that the Chinese entertain a
P wery wholesome veneration for a firmly established *chop’’, and it is thus a
& valuable asset to a business man in the widespread distribution of his ge cds.
B Now, however, other methods are seeping into China, including, princi ally,
i mewspaper advertising.
; The following is an analytical study of Chinese newspaper adverticements
" based on the result of an investigation by two graduates of Tsing Hua College,
*Peking. Their object was to show the nature of the varicus advertisements
#merted in the Chinese newspapers, as well as the proportion of space deveted
to such insertions in comparison with news contents.
©  The Chinese newspapers selected to serve as the basis of study are: Chen
* Pao (B#}), Peking, Shun Tien Shik Pao (K ). Peking, Yih Shik Pao,
- Tientsin, (K S) » Shun Pao (Ha$ ), Shanghai, and .tht* Far Eastern
Times (Chinese Edition) (GEAIFHD . Tientsin. To facilitate the study,

iy

vertisements are classified as follows:

(a) Education Items: (1) Books; (2) Magazines and newspapers; (3)

Stationery; (4) Miscellancous. _ ..
(b) Amusement Items: (1) Cinemas; (2) Theaters: (3) Miscellancous.
i aily csity Items: (1) Clothing? (2) Furniture; (3) Feodstufis,

 (4) Miscellaneous. :

 Economic Items: (1) Banks; (2) Savings; (3) Insurance; (4) In-

dustries; (5) Communications; (6) Miscellaneous.

139




o S —

e A e i ot ks et e i 550

oo g

TR ———

B Medicine ITtems: (1)
(s) For Coughsi (0) For Eye
Female Diseases, (8) or [isce
Doctors’ Announcements; (r1) N

’ usin
Miscellaneous Ttems: (1) it
®) (4) Inquiries; (5) Public Notices,

Advertisements Classified by Space in m B han

. pra——— Lrayomic s
= e i  Miscel
- AT ;: . \ . e
: Furnitx
= & Foodst
e fer W
—— : >
- Industr
e - {8) Luxyy
- 1] E
= o mm
& e _T_E__,___-——ﬂ SM
7 . > - ME
2 S LIt : BNV Sk 7
e e B

|
i
i.....;l..,,_
\

i

e

1
|
\
!
A 4; j 4
Erlﬂ"*"l




The
- addition,
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X -

Tdh-‘ Space in square
inches

Space devoted to adver-
gisements in square

‘ inches
: h)'ﬁducatinnal Items
~ Books
Magazines and News-
papers
. Stationery
Miscellaneous
(D Amusement 1tems
Cinemas
. Theaters
Miscellaneous
{e) Daily Necessity
Items
Clothing
Furniture
Foodstufis
*  Miscellaneous
- {d) Economic Items
k- ' Banks
Savings
Insurance
Industries
Communications
Miscellaneous
{e) Luxury Items
Toilet Articles
Jewellery
Tobacco, Cigarettes
and Cigars
Miscellaneous
(f) Patent Medicme
- Items
Nourishment

i S

|
;
{
‘.
!
.
1]

i classifications as set out above are not abso |
ﬂ'"' snmc.ient' to give an idea of the division of spac:»:l.mly defined; but they

all the newspapers were actuall .
jevoted to commercial advertisements Zsmeasurgd according to the

L en of the papers. And, after an elaborate analyti : :
- gesults were revealed:— lytical study, the following
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| “the‘dwtised portion of the papers be again a according to

mdﬁtw of various group items, the following results are yielded:—
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Silver in 1925.

During the past year the Silver Market was quieter, and prices fluctuated
: 'Ifithlﬂ gnusually narrow limits. The range for the year was 2§d., the high-

wst price being 13 7-16d. and the lowest 31 1-16d. The price has not moved
. within so narrow a range smce 1Gog.
This was one of the chief ¢ haracteristics of the year, according to Messrs,
Mocatta and Goldsmid, whose usual annual bullion circular points out that the
gemarkable steadiness in the price curfailed speculative business, As a whole,
" Bowsver, the market, they state, was by no means inactive, and very large
purchases were made both by India and China. Shipments from London to
the East were considerably more than in 1024, and apart from this, large

ioments were arranged for direct gshipment to India from New York and to
China from San Francisco. On the other hand, Continental purchases were
* on a much smaller scale, and there were practically no sales by the DBritish
 Government in the open market. A fair quantity of silver, however, made
available by the depreciation of the British currency, was used by the Royal
Mint for foreign and Colonial coinage.

During the latter part of the year, the United States Treasury made a few
small purchases for subsidiary coinage, but the purchase of the 14,500,000 oZ.
_mnder the Pittman Act, sanctioned by the House of Representatives in
~ February, has not as yet been proceeded with. There were again no purchases
for the home Mint nor for the Indian Government, and in view of the fact
that the Continental purchases were so much smaller, it is considered not
surprising that the average price for the year was 13d. lower than that for

The chief supporting influence for silver during 1925 came from Chinese
s. From ]une onwards these frequently assumed considerable volume,
and they are attributed to the serious riots in Shanghai and the disturbances
in other parts of China. The demand for the arts was rather larger than in

924, and the cinematograph and photographic industries again absorbed Jarge

e imports for the year amounted to £10,452,500, €Xports were {1,708,
is explained by the fact télﬁn addition to a small étm
tocks there was, at the end of last year, a fair amount of
' being refined which was not included in the market
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