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I 
MIDSUMMER OF 191 1 

in July of I 9 I I a11 un born <'gg lca11es his 11ativ<' state f or China 
aud rC'ceives good ad vice 011 th e w a_ 1 01,1er- he s es th e fammt,S 
N ectarin e No . 9 at Yokoh ama a11d is greC'ted to China by the 

stenc h of th e \ '(! hangpoo 

0 N A BRILLI ANTL Y CL EA R AND 

brisk sunshiny mornin g in Jul y of 19 11 a t all young man not 
Yet t wenty -one, d ressed in a doubl e breasted blue serge suit and 
Wearin g a high sti ff collar and bbck derb y, sto od in the bow of 
the S. S. Ch ina an d listened to a five piece br ass ban d pla y th e 
"R ock of A ges" to three elderl y, wea ry- lookin g missionar ies who 
stood in front of him wa vin g their handk erchi efs as th e boat 
slowly pulled awa y fr om the wh ar f . But his th ough ts were else
~here. He was wo nder ing if any on e, or all , of the th ree vaccina
t10ns he had been given an hou r before would t ake . Perhaps it 
had been a mist ake to t ell the doct or th at they usu ally faded out. 
Perhaps he should not have stayed up so late. Still it had been 
an education. The Barbary Coast had certainly lived up to its 
reputation. It is not usual to stroll down a street and have a 
failor come flying through a door right in front of your face, 
a~d in the gutter and lie there whil e a cop continues his way 

swmging his billy and whistling. And the back rooms of the 
bars and their occupants had been still less usual. After all, 
the whole night of sightseeing had only cost six dollars and 

J 
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he still h ad t wen ty - t1\•: i' .'..et :111d hi s fir ~t _mont\ 1 
p ay com ing t o h im c,11 · l .. : ,_. .i:!-; cJ in . h :rng h:u . fhey :1 

· l · bi<> fu ture 
h ad said th ere were :.:r·. 1· · · , un, 1c'> 1n 11n:1, :1 t> 

for y oun g m en :111d t 1., . i: 1.'1 i11.:ir eye on h im. l le hope d so . 

h . l.\.-. It w:1'> the fir '>t t ime I Ind been T e y oun g m .111 '.'. . f 
. · l 1· I I h:i d Id c o r ou t o f m y n .11:·.c · 1: · ,, i Jrl 1 :1ro 1n:1 an c. · . 

· · I ( f II t ·ed :1w:1y in t he Chm a w it 1 :1 ,, u :· ·. ! !. l <111 r:ic t care u Y ., 01 ' • l 
bot t om of 111·. , r,,:J .. I \,·:1., frc.,h from col lege an d fo r sev _er a 

l · · 1 ' \ \ • k l ' forc l1e:1d w o nde rin g, m on t 1 ., p r n : , : , ·. 1 1 1 , Kc n w n n in g 111 Y · 
· \ · \ I · '-c :1 l iv in {T T hen l ike mc,<t : · r 1< ,, 1 ' L·, . ,,,w W:1'> goi ng to m :11'. · t> ' 

m y Li: l r. r ,L. d ·,ud <lcn ly and I h ad to fin d ... omethi n g :it ~n ee . 
/\ ft cr 1 l1c f 1111er:1l, I we nt t o D urha m to ask :1d vice o f a fri end , 
<lc 111 ,,( 1lic " u, h ::icc o" coll ege fr om w h ich I h ad gr :i.d u:1tcd ._ 

. h 7)·/ ·dT1111es 
·· 1 nn .~et yo u a 10b as r epo rt er o n t e '-'c J 1170 11 

/ J. /u / c /1," '>:1iJ th e k indl y old sch ola r , " b u t it w ill p:1y o n ly te n 
•,:· ~1.n h T do llar s a we ek fo r t h e fi r st y ear o r so . Befor e yo u 
,1cl ;de v<,u mi ght h av e a t alk w it h Mr. T oms , h ead of t h e 
.\ 111er ic~n T ob ;icco Co mp an y h ere . 1'11 m :1ke :1n cn g :1gem en_t 
h r yo u to sec him thi s aft ern oo n . I un der st :1nd the comp :111y_ is 
t:1k in g on y oun g m en for C hi na and st a rtin g chem off w ith 

ex cellent salari es." 
China ! I h ad o nce th ou ght se rio usly of t akin g :1 cattle b oat to 

Europe and sever al t im es news ite m s of skyrocke t bo om s h :1~ 
pu t w ild idea s of go in g to South Amer ica in t o my h ead - but 
Ch ina wa s b eyond my ima g ina t io n, a va g ue, my st er iou s countr y 
on t h e ot h er side of t h e wo r ld w h ere an ex p lo rer, Marco P olo, 
b ack in t h e midd le age s, had found un to ld we :ll t h a nd mar v cl_ous 
works of art, and n ot so many year s ago an army of ~attves 
calling th em scl vcs Bo xer s had tried to slaughter all the fore ig ners. 

I ca ll ed on Mr . Toms. He told me of a hu ge t obacco sales 

orga n ization w it h it s h ead office in Lo nd on and bran ch es all over 
the wo rld, of h ow eac h br an ch had b ee n ope n ed b y a few 
pio ne ers w h o we re tr an sfo rm ed alm os t over n igh t into men of 
wea lth. In J apan t h e sales h ad m ount ed so hi gh t h at th e govern 
men t d ecide d th at it cou ld ga in m ore from a m on opo ly than 
fro m duti es and taxes . Th e loca l ma n ag in g d irec t or sold ou t 
for such a l ar ge sum th at the London office donated him tw o 

M 1DS U 1.MER OF 19 11 s 
milli on do lb r an d ga yc t o c:1 h fo rei g n m embe r o f the st aff a 
lum p um u Oicient to reti re up on com fo rt ab ly . Ch in:1 wa the 
b st cou n t ry in t he p ion ecrin o- t:1ge, the hr g~ t fie ld, with the 
. reate t opport u ni ti c . Yo un g m en wh o wen t oYer were gett ing 
'.n on the gro und floor. 13ut it m c:1nt :i. t c:1dy, h :1rd g rind, and 
it t oo k grit an d detcr m in:1ti o n to c .1rr y t h ro u o-h . Li v in o- con di -. . .::, .::, 

t ion wer e en ti r ely d iffe rent :1nd t em pt at io ns ple n tifu l. H ow ever , 
th ere w:1s not h in g to p r 'Yent a youn g m a n w ho w orked h :1rd 
and kept h im elf st rai g ht fro m goin g r igh t :1hc:1d. The co m 
p an y t:1rt cd m e n off at 100 a m onth pl us Ii Yin g ex penses . 
H ow d id it sou nd to me ? 

As I Ii t ene d I s:1w v isio ns. H ere w:1s a n ew w orld open in g 
up - m ore t han te n tho us:1nd m iles :1w:1y- ,vh ere ever y th in g 
w as st ran ge--w hcr e oppo r t unit ies stared yo u in t h e face and 
yell ed :1t y ou . Pi onee r- gro u nd floo r-mi llio ns- the wo rd s 
thrilled m e. \ \'.' hen Mr. T oms pu t hi s que t ion I s,va llowed, and 
in a hu sky vo ice t o ld h im it sound ed fi ne, it ,, :1s ju st ,v h :1t I 
wanted. 

Te n d:iys later I r ep ort ed to th e Tew Y or k office. T o m y dis
may I di scover ed that th e co mp:1n y 's ru le was fo r m en t aken on 
to p::iy their own way out, wit h :1 ref und :1t rhe end of t he fi rst 
year's ser v ices . I fin:11ly :i.r r an gcd a loa n of $ 5 00 wit h one of 

te direct or s fr om d own h om e. Th en , w h en fi llin g in the det ails 
or my p assp ort, the cl erk di sco ve red t ha t I was t oo )'Ouno-

t . b 
0 sign a contrac t. But t o m y relief the co m p :1ny arr an ged fo r a 

year to be added to my age. 

. As the ship p u lled out from San Francisc o I st oo d alo ne wat ch -
in g . I f · , W1t 1 a ar aw:1y fe elm g, the crowd s on t he deck and t he ot her 
passengers leaning over the r ail waving h an d kerchiefs th en th e 
~~een h ills fade slowly into blue and die ou t in the dist ; nc e. Just 

T'
1 

1° u t now the bu nch would be gath ering at the dru o- store 
1 h d b • E e s a e tr ees alon g \'(/ est Street w ere cool and frien dly . 

verybody said " H i" to each o t her, and old Georo-e the G r·eel· 
sto d 1. . .::, , \., 

P~e po 1shmg apples to flap h is hand , "Hey !" And quiet 
ev en ings on the po rch, talking in low v o ices, the comfor t abl e 
cretk of t he s:" ing - who w as r u sh ing her n ow ? 

gave a sh iver an d went be low in search of my cabin . It did 
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not take lon g . T he ( ,/ 1/ 11.i. I ,.,<111 J i~covercd , w as much the 
sma llest p assenger h, ,.i t , ,;1 1 he JJ.1cific, h av in g bee n or ig in ally a 
sea- goin g yac h t <Jx11l,l I . tJ11i: uf the Mo r gan gro u p. On he r 
ne x t trip O \' Lr , h l · ·.,. , : it , , : 1 d1<.: rocks in a sto r m off the coas t of 
Hon g ko ng :rnd ,, . . 1 cl. c .1rck d . 

The on ly p.1 ·,11:·· r ,111 h,u rd under fo rt y , fo r several d ays I 
wand ered t k · cl,, i. ·,lrn1udcd in a g loo m of lonesom eness. Then 
tw o in ,cp :1r.il1k , 1 ,111p.111iuns and co mp et itor s, pr ofessional t ea 
t a<,tcr , frr1111 1.n:J.llld, whu spe n t thre e m onth s ou t of eac h year 
in Chi n .1 .~r.1d in~ :rnd t esti ng te a fo r the hom e m ar l·et, dis
co ,·<.:rcd I l1.1L I ,•::i , a lso bound fo r Chi na :rnd chat it wa s my 
fi n t Lr ip 11\<.: r. 1\ t once th ey shed th eir na t ive reser ve :rnd too k 
m e under Lhcir win gs. On e a scr awn y, hoo k- no sed, bon y-face d, 
m id d le-ag ed m an wit h bad te eth, h ard ly m ore t han five fee t 
!1i . ..;h , wh ose shoes r an out flat and st raight like t w o shin gles, 
, p(Jkc cockney in a hi gh-pitch ed vo ice and w hen exc ited , w hich 
wa , of te n, spatt ered hi s t alk wit h " blit herin g ," " bloo dy" and 
.. ,,illy awss". Hi s fri end was a comfortabl y buil t, quiet, red
faced man in hi s ear ly forti es, neve r w ith out a pipe set tl ed snugly 
in one corner of hi s m outh . Th ey took cue s from each other 
in g iving me good ad vice. 

"Yo u'r e onl y a b lood y g r iffin, yo u kn ow ," the scr awny little 
fe llow wo uld say, scre w in g up hi s face to emp h asize, "and 
Shan ghai' s full of bli ghtcr s wait in ' to do you in the eye, and you 
have to be bl oo dy careful w ho yo u know." 

From th ese t wo ins epa rable s I also lear n ed th at the he ads of 
the large imp or t and export hou ses were loo k ed up to with 
reverence and re spect as taij1ans-a corruption of the Chine se 
colloquial, ta and j1an, m eanin g " bi g boss"- and were of a cas~e 
apart from and above the ordinary foreigner; the lowest paid 
bank clerk, pronounced clark, ranked ahead of men in trade, 
even though he were a blithering idiot; the fast ways and eas)' 
life of the mixed nationalities were dangerou s to the mor als 
of serious young men going out to make good; and a blighter 
was lucky to come out of it all better than a bloody wreck. 

I eagerly absorbed the advice and warnings of the tea tasters 
but at night on deck looking out into the silent blackness, 
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~nat ·he~ of I d 1· . P 1ra ·c :in s 'nt en - ' t 1tcing thro ugh my mind 
only sen-eJ tu in ·r c .1 ·e m y fe ·lin0 f lone mene . 

Then t wo J 1 · · f- ) ' I I · · · 1 Id S da , cv . ·) s ro·m · L).·o n ma t 1c m1 1on:1nes 1e un-
. } cn 111g ser nc1.:. 1tt 1n , 10 t he b:1 k of th e o i:11 h all thumb-
:n ~ thro ugh :1 h ym n book I su dd nly heard a ru sclin , lo ked up ;t ~isco \·.cre d cine nc of the eld rly rni s ion aq ,, omen lud Trd q uiccly int o the lnir ne . t co mi n . Lc:rninb \ er she 
~o t Y asked if I did not wi h t t alk of m t r ubl es. I red-

l.cnc d wit h em bar r:1ssmcnt. I wh isper d ba k chat I d id not be-
1cve I d .d l . . .1 1 · 1e ·aid be w :1 ure 1t would do m good. I w:is 

s1 enc A ·I b d d d cl . · s t 1c g rey- ' ar nun p r cee c wi th pL l) er she 
p:it tcJ in y h .1nd :rnd cold m e in :1 rn ccc, gen tle , ·oicc, if I wanted 
to W e I I T.h ,, P s 1c w o u d be gl.td t in o-fo rm , " N ,arer My God T o 
tl c · In :i p:1n i · I slid off th e sid of ill) ch:1ir and st le ou t of 

le room t · · I 1 h d ra·l o J0 111 t 1c s rawn ) little te:i ta ccr eanin g ov ert e eck 
. 1 :ind felt a rel ief Ji t enin g co h is murmurs about blither
ing · · . blo ody . . . 

b .A t .San F r :111cisco :111 aged, em aciat ed Chin ese had come aboar d 
a rir~gin g along hi s coffin. The story had gone about that he had 
r 11 incur ab le ick ness and knew t hat he was soon to die. H e was 
Cturnin C . b 1 h' I . in the ~ to an.ton w!1ere h e might. reat.1e 1s ast 1.n peace 

c . h eart of hi s fam ily and be buried with prop er nc es and 
erc01011· · 1 I d d he 1 ies in t 1e grav ey ard with hi s ancesto rs. Nig 1t an ay 

C . ay on the back lowe r deck on a pallet arra ng ed by the Chinese 
r ew ·1 I blanI: Unt1 ate one ni ght, h alf way across, h e clut ched his 

se et and passed away . The next morning at eleven the pas-
ngers cl d 1 d by 1 stoo aro und the captain on th e upp er ec -:. H ea ed 

bodt 1e petty officers, SL'C of the crew walked forwar d carrying the 
rea/ asewn tig~tly in canvas w~ighted w.ith lead. The capt ain 
bti l short piece from the Bibl e, a sailor played taps on a 
in !1 e and the body was gently slid over the rail to disappear 
deJ· l e Water below. The empty coffin rem ained on boar d to be 

~Vered to his f amily 
l' Or . I · 

tast hsevei a days before we reached Yokoham a the two tea 
ers d b geish ~ een makin g r emarks about the beauty of th e J apanese 

soll'le a girls and their charming manners, always ending with 
vague references to "nectarine" and the mysterious 
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numb er nin e, fo llow ed by , n iL; Lr , .rnd nud ging . " 1cv er mm , 
I ' " t hey said, " ju st w ait u !1l: ·.,.-L. ; , ,·.,.- ~-<JU . . . . 

W hen th e boat arr i,·cd .1L : 1,L· ;' .l'I' l '>uo n d 1sco, ·crcd wh :H it W:t 
all about. D ozcm r,f L, ,,, !1,, w ith t he ir cu r ious h igh -s~:ttcd 
r ick sh as we re lined u 11 . . 1 l I , cl l:n g , " ~ u mbe r ninc-- hcy, m ister , 
numb er n in c- nu .:u r i 111.:- -5 tJ , u1 I t ake yo u-nec t arin e nu mber 

. ,, 
n ine. . d 

In less tl i:111 1 l1rl L. 111i11utc'> :if te r th e g:in g phn k wa s lowere 
ever y m :111 fr ,,111 : :.L '.11ip, excepti ng the g rey -ha ire d m i!i!iion:iry, 
h ad ta ken .1 r ;\..l . 11.\ .111J we were off , th e scr awny lit tl e t ea t:ist cr , 
h i, lvJd. Ld 1,,,, .1rHl cru <Jkcd g rin giving h im th e look o f a mini :t
tur c J n ;\. 111 tl 1e lcc1J . 

It ,0 • • 1 , :·,,ur ri'cli jck in th e aft er noon :ind, althou gh coo l :111d 
clc.ir , t lic L :Ly WJ'> ugly. Pu rely comrn crc i:il and w ith ou t ch :irm, 
t he 11 1'.·rr,w \erect s were cro wded w it h sm all ope n -fr ont shops 
<1( 11 ,per wJ lls wi th wooden fr am es, fi lled w it h C:.lsual shoppe rs 
.u 1d thrr Jng, o f coo lies carr y ing loads. I t wa s no ti ceab le n ot to 

' . LT J hursc. 
1-'i ( teen m in u te s of w indi n g thro ugh th ese alley str eet s bnd ed 

m befo re a doorw ay above w hich wa s a sign read in g , N ccfar i nc 
- N o. 9. Ou ts ide, th e bu ild in g seem ed n o d iffe rent fr om its 
ne ighb ors. But w hen th e t wo old w om en w ho g reet ed u s w ith 
m uch bow in g and suc k in g in of br eat h , led us in sid e we face d 
a hu ge cou rtya rd aro und w h ich r an a ba lcony w it h a row o f 
r oom s. Before each door sto od a plump, gi gg lin g J ap :rn cse g ir l, 
h er che eks a b r illi ant car mi n e and d ressed in a gor geo us ly 
flowe red ki m ono of m any b r ight colors . They looke d m ore 
doll-lik e th an h uman. Ab ove w as an oth er b alcony on th e secon d 
floor and th e same array of strikin g col ors and gigglin g carm in e 
faces greeted m y eyes. I looked around behind. Ther e stoo d th e 
tw o t ea t asters with the sat isfied I-t old-you -so ex pre ssion of 
Che shire cat s ; there were th e other men shif ti ng their fe et with 
the han g-d og look of childr en caught with a jam pot. I m ust 
ha ve looked th e same, for w e all burst out lau ghing at onc e and 
the wrinkled old mamas lau ghed and th e p ainted doll s on th e 
balconies gigg led and lau ghed. So we followed the tw o anci ents 
around the balconies, stopping here and there to flirt and chat 

..... -
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in p idgi n -En glish :rn d feel a bi t de ,·ili h wh ile we d ra nk a b it 
of beer. 1\l l o f t he ~ir is \Yere you ng . u nd er t-\"Cnt) . b ny of 
t hem showe <l Ji cin ct trace of frcnch bcne:tth t hei r nuke -up s 
:111d severa l of suc h h :d f -c:1 tcs h:id a piq u ;:incy t hat alm ost nu de 
t hem be:iu t if u l. 

Lat er in the eYCnin g a party o f u s ,vandcred th ro u gh T heat re 
St reet w here the n ight Ii fe centcre d. I h:id the sen sati on of en 
te rin g a toy w or ld o f Li llipu tirn tr ees, f10\, crs and houses fitte d 
to t he size o f a peop le wh o looked, acted an d tal ke d like doll s. 
Br ight ligh t s shone fr om rh ousrnd s of paper la ntern s su spende d 
fr om th e fr ont s of shops ; t hey seeme d :i. m ass of lum in ou s ballo ons 
floatin g in th e a ir . J:i pa ncsc of all :igcs :111d all cla sses in color 
fu l ki m onos were sw :irmi ng u p :ind down . T he shatter ing nois es 
of th eir w oode n bot to m srnd als ban g in g on t he cobblest ones 
cou pl ed w ith t he shr ieks and yells of coolies m ade the silence 
t h at fo llowed wh en we we re out of hearin g, almos t deafe ni ng . 

A fe w m orni ng s la te r I awok e to th e shr ill sou n ds of chatteri ng 
just ou tside t he porth ole and pokin g fo r th m y head, gaze d upo n 
a clu st er of smal l d ingy sam pans bobb ing u p :i.nd down close to 
t he side of t he shi p . T h ey w ere fi lled wi t h r agg ed , half n ake d 
d ar k b row n m en and wom en begg ing alms, sell in g silver m oney 
and c ry in g ou t th eir wares o f ch c:i.p em bro ider ies, car ving s, 
n eck be es, rin gs an d othe r tri fles fo r t our ist s. Al m ost eve ry 
boa t , I n ot iced, carri ed seve r al sm all, u nd er fe d , ro u n d bellie d 
child ren an d one or m ore b abies . Th e sea had chan ged its colo r 
to a sickly, m ud d y , y ellowi sh b ro w n an d t he cl ear, cl ean sme ll 
of t h e air h ad t u rn ed fain tl y ra ncid and he avy . \X' e had reache d 
the m ou th of th e \V h an gp oo. \Xie had arri ve d in C h in a. A few 
h ours lat er I w as on a tu g chu gg in g t ow ar ds th e Shangha i 
Bund. 
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first im/ ir r·<·,11, 111 u( \ ha11/~hai- i11f/at ed with pro m isrs of a glorious 
f ut 1nc- tra nsfe rred to Peki ng 

A YOU N G M AN SC AR E L Y OLD E R 

du n I met me at th e bun d and led m e acro ss th e brid ge ave ; 
SrHJChow Creek, aro und th e corn er to t he A sto r Ho u se Hate 

f h · h b 1 · l ceil-- a name amous t rou ghout th e East- m to t e usy 11 g 1 - . h 
ingcd lobby opening at the back on to a tr ell ised cour tya rd wit 
a fou nt ain in th e cen te r. We wo und th ro u gh seemin gly u _~
cndin g corr idors to my room w ith th e mu sty odor of age. \ 'v'hi c 
I washed up the youn g m an with m e-nam ed Bartl et t and also 
from N ort h C arol in a- expl ain ed th e r eason for t h e lon g-out
dat ed comm ode in place of a flush closet; the numb er one Chin ese 
boy had a controllin g inter est in th e hotel and derive d a hu ge 
incom e from the sale of the conten ts of th e commod es fo r fer 
tiliz er . 

In the dining room on the second floor, long and ex tr em ely 
narrow , I burnt my mouth on my first di sh of curry ~nd 
watched , fascinated, two pretty young Dutch girls, p assin g 
throu gh from Java, push back their chairs, cross their slender 
legs and light up black , long, thick cigars, puffin g away with 
relish while the men in the room stopped eating to stare. 

After tiffin we stroll ed in a roundabout way to the office. 
My first impressions of Shangh ai were a mixture of unfamiliar 
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noises an d mu sty odors; of m assive, old -fashi on ed brick bu ildings 
standin g out fro m tin y ope n -fro nt woo den shops wit h dull
grey t iled roofs ; of counti es str eam ing white b:rnners e~ 
br oidered with red cl1:1r:1ct crs; n :1rr ow , w in din g str e· ts filled w1:h 
brow n foces all alike, men ,vc :1ring long gowns and wom en :n 
t ro users, coolies pull ing r icksb s, coolies carr y ing loads, ~ooli~s 
qu arre lling :ind yellin g, beggars everywhere, _tra~ c movm g_ rn 
every direct ion at onc e whi le bearde d , kh ak i u ni fo rm d S1kh 
police blew whi ti es and no on e seemed to c:1re. 

Th e com p:1ny 's office, a fo ur stor y red -brick bu ild i~g !:1ced 
the sout h side of Soochow C reek wh ich was p :tcked with Junks 
and samp :1ns and alive wit h coolies who, t o ease t he ~urd en of 
their lo:1ds, we re chant ing in t ime with thei r shu ffimg st eps. 
A pr im it ive h aun t in g rhythm. For a m om ent I_ wa s_ back home 
wa tchin g :1 negro ch :tin ga ng build a ro ad, and l,ste nm g to th em 
sing to the beat of the ir picks st rikin g th e ear th . . . 

Fr om t wo o' clock u nti l alm ost closing tim e I sat sqm rmmg , 
wait in g and holdi ng m y derby , by Bartl et t' s desk, set b:ick in 
semi-d ark ness beh ind a rail along th e ant e-room passage full 
of Chi nese clerks . A strin g of m en in lon g blu e gow ns, wea rin g 
phi ted queues h anging dow n th eir backs, flowe d in and out. 
As he passed , each one stopp ed co h and Bartl ett a sm~ll accor dion 
pleated scro ll cont aining written ch aracters, whi ch Bartl ett 
st amp ed and hand ed back. Th at w as all Bar tl ett did . . . 

To r id e h alfway aro und th e w orld and be kept wa itin g fo r 
an inter view with th e boss h ad m e up set alr eady, but t o find 
anot her Am erican w ith th e same educ ation :ind a few yea rs old er 
holdin g down a job st amping rec eipt s aft er mor e th an a yea r 's 
servic e, alm ost put me in a sweat. What kind of work would 
I, ju st out , have to do? 

Aft er an hour I could hold in no long er. 
" Is this your re gul ar job?" I burst out. 
For a minute he was silent. 
"I'll tell you," he finally replied , "but don't t alk it around , 

for Chri st's sake. I've heard enough from it already." 
It seemed that about a month before, on the night of the birth

day of King George, a great day of celebration among the 
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Br it ish, Bartl ett, return in .~ fr .. , 
st ill in th e m oo d , d ec iJ ed , ., 1. 

t h e A stor b ar he ordn cd 1 
to dow n it w h en h e hc.1; ,! : 
save th e Kin g !" 

·.,. ' ' ) . \' d n ner p :uty and 
n: ...; . 1 t c.1 p. t e pp in g in to 

,. ,,,l.i and w :1, ju , c .1bo ut 
;.::11 ~<;1111.: one exchim , "G od 

Turnin g to find t:.: , · I : . . l . limcn in dinn er c lo th <:s st:i.nd-
in g wit h th eir li n I · :.· r .in d g l:IS'ies r:iised , h e h o i, t ed hi s 

I " ow n and sho ut ed .1, ! '.. : , ; ) ,,f Iii, \·o ice , "-qu een, j :1ck :ind :ice . 
The n t he.: fi_;·l,t · 11, · ,. J. B.1rtlc.:tt w:is doin g a goo d jo b . 13ut 

t h e n oi, e li r ,,11:·:,, .1 · i:, - f<Jo t sik h po licem :rn b lo wing hi s 
w hi st le a , l1l l .1:11l. B.1n lc.:tt m ana ged t o g ive h im one goo d 
sock bcf , ,re t l I r· · , ,tl1cr , r m hed in and joine d the b:ittle . 

"T h e 1H .\ l 11,,, rn111.~ :1bout ten o'cl ock, " 13ar clett s:1id, " I pried 

open Ilh k ft c::i.: and fou nd I was ly in g wit h m y h e:1d :1t the 
fo1JL ,,f l : c lied . Eut w h en I fi n ally m:i n age d co op en th e r ight 

I · 1·:.' t:1 1L w l1.1L I mi st ook fo r bed r :1ilin gs turne d out to be t he 
:r ,,n 1111, ()f :1 sm all w in dow . I w as in th e m unicipa l j :1il. I st ill 
l11d ,,11 m y eve n in g clo th es w it h one sleeve an d the rai ls r ipp ed off 
t \.c C<J3 t. 

"'-,in ce t h en I' v e been ch op p in g th ese da m n ed s:iles sc roll s. 
T he O ld Ma n calls it d iscip line . Bu t I ha d on e sw ell scr:1p w h ile 
it b , tc d." 

R unnin g aro und in full d ress suit s, fight in g E n glishm en and 
In d ian co ps, go ing to ja il in r ick sh as- I w as sti ll in a d aze w h en 
I was ca lled int o th e office of th e O ld M an , a di st in gui sh ed 
look in g eld erl y gentl em an, white h air ed an d w h it e m ou st ache d, 
t all and di g ni fied, w ith t h e ski nn y w ri st s and an k les so o ft en seen 
am on g So uth ern er s. Wi t h h is legs cro ssed an d o n e foo t re st ing 
on a low er dr awe r of a b at t ered ro ll er t op desk, h e offer ed me 
a ciga r. Th en fo r an h our h e ta lk ed o f th e co m pa n y and my 
f utur e. Th e com pan y off ered b ig op p or t u nit ies to y oun g m en 
w ith ambition and ge t up and go ; thin gs w er e still in the 
p ion eer st age an d ju st st ar t in g out in a bi g wa y , and th e com 
p any stood b y th eir m en. Th e d irector s h ad th eir eye on me and 
if I we nt at t h in gs in th e ri gh t spi r it th ere wa s no r eason why 
I sh ouldn't go ri ght ahead. 

In a d oze n di ffe rent w ay s th e Old M an enl ar ge d on his sub -
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ject , p :1inting :1 p ict u re of the yo u ng pi oneer w h o b y grit and 
dogg ed determ in :1tion wins his w:1y to fome an d fortune . I 
ti gh te n ed my lips :1nd well ,d in ide lik e a po u te r pigeon, s:iw 
m ysel f r elcnrl cs ly p ushin g :1hc:1d, gh nc ing at figur es, givi n g 
cu rt o rder s, sitti ng :it th e hc .1<l o f :1 lon g o:1k t able in the Londo n 
bo:ird room br iefly outlin in g str :1tcgy to d ig n ified , obse q ui ou 
d irector s ; :1nd in the b:1ck g ro u nd of the se imaginings dr ift ed 
th ou ghts of my n eed fo r re:1dy osh , th e bitt er t:iste of th e lo n g 
b h ck c ig:1r, t he letter I \Yould write h ome :ind wh at small ank les 
th e O ld M:1n h:id . 

A t the end of h is peror:1ti on, ,vh cn we sh ook h :111ds t he Old 
M an t o ld me to sti ck :1round t he oflice :ind t :1ke it e:isy unti l I 
rec eive d instruc t ion s, if I n eede d an yth in g in th e m e:1ntime t o 
sp eak to the n um be r on e :1ccount :1nt . I w:1lk ed out on air and , 
sof tl y clo in g t he doo r, t oo k a deep b reath :1nd sq u ared m y 
shou ld ers . 

On t he w:1y to t h e :1ccot 111ting depa r t m ent a yo u n g m :in stopp ed 
m e, in trodu ced hi m sel f :1n d e:irn estl y asked if th e d irect ors ha d 
t heir eye on m e. I cou ghed b ut m :id e n o rep ly, an d walk ed 
on, wo nd er in g . 

A h al f dozen st ep s f arth er on an oth er yo u ng Am erican stepp ed 
u p to off er hi s hand and t o r epea t t h e q u estio n . Again I starte d 
away wi t hou t an sw er , b ut as I pa ssed, h e sbppe d m e on t he ba ck 
and exc bim ed in a he :irt y voic e, " \v' ell, d on't w orry, old m an, 
yo u'll go ah ea d ." 

Before I h ad tim e to rec ov er , a t h ir d , seated n ear -b y, called m e 
to h is desk an d, in the sam e earn est nnnn er, confi d ent iall y 
w h ispe red ch at h e kn ew on go od in fo rm ati on that L ond on w as 
Wat chi ng m e an d if I st u ck to it no t hi n g in the world cou ld ho ld 
me b ack . 

By th e tim e I reached th e ac coun tin g d epart m ent I w as di zzy ; i h ad a sickl y f eelin g that som ew h ere th ere w as a jok e, that Dur-
1;m, N cw Y ork and the O ld M an h ad b een stuffi n g me w it h a lot 
0 bull. T ho se person al he art -t o -he ar t t alk s be ga n t o t ak e on a 
su sp ici ous sim ilarit y, as if I h ad h eard th em re p eate d on a ph ono 

ri?h r ecord . I tr ied to m ak e m yse lf beli ev e th at the th ree y ou n o-
e ows so soli cit ous of my wel fa re were a bu nch of sor e -he ad; 
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Bu t it wo u ld n ot work . I fr t (!· :' :· i- : ,· let er I wr cc home 

, : . I l1.1d ph nn ed . tha t even in g was m ore con' c : ... , · : .. , · 
. ! , · ' thc !J . hn rn:idc 

, , , l . h I u n t w :i r n i n g i c c On -
H oweve r, d uri ng hi , r r . 1 ' 

one statement t ha c, r,n 
.1!1 inn lu:iblc :iid o n m:rny t aine d, staye d wit h 1J1· I : , . 

occa sion s. H e s::iid: " ](, · ·· :· : . \ .! l tl ic Chinc <;c :trc ncn :r wr on; , 
an d t ha t t h e.: Crm i; ~ ! : , . ·, l r \1:r c1ng; boch :1re :il v:iy c; ri ght . 

A s t ime w en t ,, ,. 1 I ;· :·n• : t11 l-now the w:iys of the om f 
p any, I d isco \cr cd , 1 .: c.1·.u .il rem:i rk expre sc;ed the gist 0 

hi swho lcp r,liL'.-::1,: ', . \1. 1th t he hine se. Inhi sw:tyhew :ts 
a 6 or eat m :111 .1: . ! ·.•: l. t .1c JC\ :1 that time -w he n th e hi.ne sc 

. f · b ne ss bu sincc;, 1111:1 ·.•:.1·. , ,11!·: •IJ:~1:t ly co nt am in ate d by o re1gn ~51 d 
l l 1 :, - ·.·· 1··· l1•· fu lly re:>lized that the En glish con s1derc m C.: l ]( J ( '. • , I ; I J '- '- o 

th cm ·.cl ·. 1. ui ,cri,ir be ings-would h ave put over :1lm ost any 
prcJdllLl . 

I ,, r t \': ,. d . I \ J t at Bar t 's sho ulder whi le he chopped the liccle 
.1~1.,,:cl .:1 11lc1tc.:d scro lls. Wa lk ing b ack an d fo rt h to t h e A sta~ 
11 ·' . · l' . l,, :1fing aro und th e Bund and on th e brid ge over the cre ed 
, , , 1.•:.tt cl1 th e sampan s and ju nk s, I steere d a n:1rr ow cour se .a~ 
,.11;: little of t he cit y . Th e slit -eyes of th e Chine se looke d so si.n is
tcr, and t ::d es of the ir m ys t er ious ways we re sti ll so fre sh in m .in d, 
tl1:1t I was squ eam ish ab out ve nturin g too for in to th eir m ,.ds r 

Cross in g t h e b r idge on e aft er noo n , I ran int o th e scr aw n y li t t e 
tea t aster. He gr aspe d m y arm an d led me to t h e A stor b ar , wa s 
solici tous ab ou t m y wel fa re , h ad a w h isky soda at my expe nse 
and borro w ed tw enty doll ar s Mex . until h is un accoun ta bl y d e
laye d lett er of credit sh ould go t h ro u gh. T h at was t he la st I saW 
of him. 

At th e end of a we ek th e Old M an calle d m e int o hi s office . 
A fter I h ad refu sed one of h is pow erful sto gies, h e lean ed b ack 
stro k in g hi s white mou st aches. 

" I've decid ed to st art you off in Pe k ing. Best pl ace to learn. 
Good m an in charge there , t oo; he 'll m ake you wo rk. Som e of 
the young f ello w s in tho se lega t ions lead a pret t y gay life, t h ou gh, 
and you wan t to keep away from all th at stuff. You' ll :find 
plenty t o do and lot s to learn. All you'v e got to do is k eep your 
h ead an d wo rk hard, and we'll look aft er you at thi s end. Traf -
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.fie dep:irtm ent ,,..ill giY, you your ticket :1nd tell you wh n yo u r 
bo:it le:1Ycs." 

He stood u p :ind held ou t hi s h:ind . 
"By the w:1~·, I just goc :1 lctt<.'r fro m 11i s C- - (a g ·rl I h ad 

kn ow n in college) :ind he a h :1bout you . I'm go ing to write 
her yo u'r e doi ng all ri ght. I ,v:int to hear good rep or ts fro m 
Pekin g . G oo i -byc :in<l good -luck." 

I w:1lked ou t :ilrnost bur ring . I w:1nted to yel l. Peki n o-
wh:it :1 m ag ic:il ring it h:td . 1\I I the gl:im our of t he E:ist s eme d 
to be bound up in the "· ord . 

\ \' hen the new s spr e. d :1rou nd the oflicc , men I h:1d never m et, 
English :1nd \m er ic:111, w:1lkcd up :1nd dug me in t he ribs, "Yo u 
luck y dog-j u to u t :ind tr:1ight off co Pek ing . \Vh:it I w ouldn 't 
give to be in yo ur shoes." 

* * * * 
T his was in Au gust of 19 11. C hina was sti ll an empi re und er 

the r u le of the Ma nch us. T he yo u ng boy em peror , Pu I, " :is on 
the t hr one, hi s cousin , th e prince rege nt, :1cting as gu:1rdi:1n. Y u :1n 
Shih K 'a i, who lat er became Chin :1's first pres ident, w:1s keep ing 
qu iet in reti rem ent at h is summ er home back in the inte ri or 
w he re he lu d been rcl eg:1ted by t he prince re gent when the old 
Emp ress D ow ager died. Sun Y :1t Sen, the C:in t onese r efo rm er 
and real fo under of t he repu blic, was travelli n g th rough E uro pe 
and Ame rica , ex hortin g C hin ese expatriates :rnd raising fu nds 
for .a r evo lu t ion. Th e power in th e la nd at th e m oment wa s an 
an cien t white bearded Manc hu , P rince C h' ing, the we:1lth iest 
m . l 
b an 111 t 1e countr y , ,vho se re venu es each year as head of t he 

eggars' guild alone ran int o mi llions . A ll th e col or , the pomp 
and cerem ony , of a gre at old m edie v al capi t:11 wa s still concen 
tr ated w ith in th e gat es of Peki n g. 
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( , / ) /, ,1.,1 ( >1a,t - a sad we lco m e l o Pelu11g 
bfJlll/ / ( dl / 1 // . - , 

T · T U D o r- /\ 
JJ E LITTL E J, /\ T · J t 

d t h :it n1g , 
l h · wo in che a f te rn oo n , ::in · • ff 

C():1\l \ ),,.,t ld t S 1an g :11 :lt t T d ays we spent o 
\ ·1 d f a typ h oo n . wo · :1 

v:c c,1t 1· •. J, L t l e c:11 en o · . . b :111 bu ck in g ov er 
t lie cdgc rJf C hdoo bouncin g abo ut J,k\c a - , U t il t he boa t 

· d shed u nd er t 1e ne x t . n 0 
w .t\'C ()nc m inu te an wa J 1 f the ri ve r lead in g t 

· d Tk ba r att1em ou t 1 0 ho 
f.i n:1 11 y ar ri ve at a u . f . k l look in g C hi nese w 

, · h h cept 1on o a sic Y 1 b w n Ti cn t , 1n, wi t t e ex . in :l sm al ro 
wa nd ered aro und w ith a for lo rn a1~, ca ;r :a sg t h e o nl y p :issen-

parce l attac h ed to on e fin ger by a strlin gh, h t we we re th e onl y 
· h d . 1in g roo m t ou g · 0 u t 

ger on deck o r in t e 11 . dd oth ers b ega n po urin g 
t w o on b oar d unt il t we n ty som eho . 

11 d p t e ri ve r. p 1 ·n g 
of th eir cabin s a~ w e pu e c~ tch the thr ou gh t r ain ~o ~ o}at ; 

As I wa s ge ttin g off t o 11 we ll-d ressed m an in hi s ber 
· an unu su a Y 1 a mem 

anoth er American, d h. elf H e wa s :i so 1 e 
d · d uce im s · · on t1 

thirties, cam e up an intro osed to be my comp:1n1 on cor111, 
f t he company and w as ~upp d h aid b y th e bl ast ed s -

o . but f eelin g a bit d1st r~ssc ' e s 'ne t o ease him self un -
tnp up, . . h. bin drinkin g champ ag d . the after 
he h ad lain in is ea . but fri endl y' an in . . the 

d d H wa s t aciturn P ekin g JO 
t il we Ian e . ed d w ay the thr ee hour s to h flatness of 

th we oze a ck by t e · 
noon w:irm 1 f beer. I was stru h few, iso-
dining car over a bo~ e o ht how queer it was that t e 
the sandy soil, and t oug 16 
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h tcd t rees we p:1SSed :d i lc:rned ov er t owar ds th e south, looking 
as if the y wer e m:ik ing a bow. 

A fter reac hin g t he grey, du sty w:111 of th e ci ty, th e t ra in 
skir ted along t he side for seYeral m iles befo re en tering one of 
th e gates . I :isked m y com pani on if he knew why th is wa s. 

" On acco unt of Fc11g Shu i," he replied . 
" \\/ hat 's that?" 
He exp lained. Fr11g Shui meant, liter.1lly, wi nd and w ater. T o 

the Chi nese the t erm repre sented th e all-pow erf ul element s-th e 
gods of destruct ion who m ust always be cate red t o and ke p t in 
a good hu mo r in order to escape t he ir wra th. 

\\;rhen t he ra ilroa d w::is firs t bu ilt the cracks we re run on a 

st raight line t hro ugh ::in ope n ing in th e south wa ll. But ju st 
inside ::ind less th an t wo hu ndred yards fro m where th e tr acks 
lay w as a sma ll graveya rd. \V hen th e tr ain s comm enced roa rin g 
by, th e rela tins of th e dead we re hor rified ; Fr11g Shu i would cer
t ainly b ring d isaste r to th e cit y fo r disturbin g th e pe ace of th e 
bu ried. T hey peti ti oned th e old Em press D owa ger , still on th e 
t hro ne, and she ca lled t oge th er her sooth saye rs fo r a conf erenc e. 
Feng S/Jl{i wo n th e day . Th e railway lin es had t o be t orn up and 
r un in a semi-ci rcle aro und th e out side of th e w alls fo r an add ed 
distanc e of m ore chan thr ee mil es. 

T he lon ger I lived in China che great er I fo und to be th e 
power and influen ce of Feng Shui in th e lives of th e Chin ese 
m asses. In comp arison , Buddhi sm , C on fuciani sm and Ta oism 
count ed for alm ost nothin g. Long ago the gods and th eir templ es 
became confu sed and la rge ly lost their identity. Of the m any 
~hou:a nd s of fine old st atel y templ es scatt ered back throu gh th e 
in te~10r alm ost all had fall en into complete decay. On occasions 
of sickn ess, death or bad crops the villa ger or the farmer might 
go to a t empl e or not but he burned his joss sticks to Feng 
Shui. ' 

Only one other deity w as ever given such attention. The 
godd ess of m erc y , called Kuan Y in, wa s worshipped in almost 
;; ery household. But the wom en burn ed the joss sticks. For trn Yin helped th em bear sons and aided in the healing of 
c 11 dhood ills. And there w as this great difference between the 
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Kuan Yin an d Feng Shui: she w :1., 
a sim ple super sti tion . 

A t th e Ch' ien Me n st:1ti•JJ1 111 ·. 
h and ~ an d d isappeare d . /\ >,. u · . i: 

a hi gh H ar vard accent gn ~·· · ! 
n ese boy t ake over m :, I l 1: .. . · , 

.! i ' l ' ~ he to ric ) was 

· · · ,. L" m 11:1ni on sh oo k 
1 : 1.1111c J h· o \ t) w ith 

: , 1 1 : r",>rm, h :1d h is Chi 
·:n l t h:1t we sto p at the 

., , , t L h :ind <,o<la and chat Gr and H ote l de , \X' .1.~, JI, I 

befo re go in g on t 1 i L , ,· 1, i ·., 11,1h· a ~hort wall · , up anJ 

over a bri dge.:, th rc,u ·.-1, 
th ere. 

11 .1 \ ,1.c; b rick wa ll :ind we were 

En terin g t l1c !, ,, . 
sm all roun d t .1\,1, 

sligh tl y pri >tr 11cl:11 · 

he opened u !l . 

1,: · : l" li\i y, wc ~at down :it one of t he 
I ; , , t ur dcre<l drin k s. For a whi le hi s 

I . . , . c . g.11.ed gloomi ly in to space . fi n ally, 

,. I , 
"Y ou c1 ,u!d,, 1 ! , ·. L· cri111c to a rot tener hole," he beg an . t s 

n othi n ~; \ 111 11 : 1 .1:.d dmt and filthy waunk d ogs an d the se 
C hink c,,.,! , °''· i:" .ire alw:iys stari n g at y ou w ith their m ou th s 
h J!i ' .;11 · ,,, , 11 . YCJu hav en' t seen the place yet. F ull of these 
n,,,: 1<' l · L.1-. c11:,;cr, , half -d og an d half-wol f from Mo n go lia, liv -
111 · 1:1·. , ,irt of ref u se t hey can fi nd- m ore here th an Co n -

. i· l~ c\·cr h ad, I' ll wage r. A nd the se coo lie C hi n ks-yo u 
• ·:. 1 l k d1Jwn the str eet w ithout every Ch inese yo u p:iss stop -
. . 1:1d '>Llr in g at yo u w ith h is b lood y m out h ha n gin g ope n an d 

. , Lliny , yellow fa n gs stick in g out . If y ou sto p an y w here the y 
c.!'<)1. •: d up ag ains t y ou w it h t hos e d amned ope n m ou t h s. 

"Wa it un til y ou' ve been here aw h ile ; yo u'll h at e th e p lace, too. 
l t \ a hell of a h ole to st ick a m an in. A nd look at the m ess ; a 
worn out old comp ound ab out to fall to pi eces, b ack in th ose 
m iserabl e, dirty li t tle hulu ngs-n othin g but alleywa y s- w h ere 
an yth in g cou ld h app en and no one ever kn ow an y thin g about 
it. Yes sir, it's rott en. I don't know why I stick it out. Just 
wa it until th e m osquit oes-the pai ling tze, th ey call them
st art on you . Yo u can't get a net small enou gh to keep th em out, 
and you wak e up in the morning a mass of itchin g , red bumps. 
W h at a l ife ! Bu t ju st w ait and see. Nothin g but di r t and filth 
and mouths h anging open, that 's all." 

He stopped and again stared gloomily into space. I crossed 
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t~e other leg :rnd rem:iined ik n t, g loom y my elf by now . T he n 
his face bri ; h ten ed . 

" I on ly :irri ,·cd two weeks :igo my s If . The O ld ?\b n w:i on 
~ie s:ime ,bo:it and the p re~tiest gir l_ yo u e\'er s:iw in yo u r life. 

ou d1<ln t ha ppe n to ru n into her in han ~ 1:ii, did vo u ? o? 
She _h:id :i lett er of in t ro du ction t o the Old fa n an d I · w:1s (>iven 
the 10 b f I · J d ·, 0 

o ta , 1ng 1er :iroun . \ \ e \\'er' toget her :ill t he t im e he 
was here :ind h:wc :i k ind of u n der t:ind ing . She's on h er w :iy 
ho_me n ow . Sh e promise d to w r it e eve ry d :iy but I h :i\' en't re 
;ei ved :1 let t er in :ilm ost :i week. I guess th ey're :ill :ilikc. She II 
orget ever yt hing n ow she's on the w:iy h om e." 

Fros t shoo k hi s head in b it t erne ss :rnd we went out :ind ca lled 
:i couple of r ick sh:is. In th e d u k we rode d own Lcg:iti on Street 
past the grey w:i l!s of th e leg:it ion comp ound s, b :rnk s :ind shops, 
t urn ed t o th e lef t in to H :it :im en St reet, plun ged to th e rig ht into 
a m aze of II · d · d · · h .' · a eyways , win mg an tw1stm g t is w :iy an d th at 
tbi]ntd We fin ally stopp ed before one of the m :in y imilar bi (> 

:1cl· d bi d . . . ~ 
I ou e oors show m g at mt er \'a ls along th e crumblin o-

wa ls sp . . I· I d . I b I I ::, h b rrn " e on top wi t 1 ro <:.en g Jss. Fro t sh mm ed dow n 
tl e rass kn ocker. A Chin ese in a lon g wh ite gown ope ned t he 
c oors d L 

' an we en tered a d :1rk court ya rd ro ughl y p a, ed w ith 
sf on e. St umblin g aro und t he side of a wooden scree n we p assed 
t 1ro ugh th e circul ar ent r:in ce of ano th er w:i ll in to :i secon d 
cou n yard . 

In th d. 1· . n e 1111 1ght of an oil lamp on a n ear -b y t :ib lc set for d in-
er,f an ot her Am er ica n , thi ckl y built and n ot ye t thirt y sp ra n o-

up ro h . . . , b 
. . m t e canvas deck ch air m which he h ad been stretched 

out, mtr od d 1 . If d 1 "I' uce 11mse · an we corned n1e to th e n1ess. 
tl 111 Johnson." He spoke in a quick st acc ato. " Bill Johnson 

le numbe. I w r I . , 
in I· 1 one 1ere. we come to Pekm g. T ake off your coat-

a "e yourself f bi N f 1· . TI th F com orta e. o orma 1t1es. 1e finest m ess in 
e ar East All d . N irr ·t · mo ern convemences. o ex cess plumbino- to 
I ate or b t1 y 1 d . ::, 

You If O 1er. ou 1ave a ressm g room and bedro om all to 
-t~:\;-th~re 's a bowl, a pitcher and a towel on the washstand 
a p bly bnngs hot water whenever you yell for it and there's 

Orta e tub I b I , 
Wint f w 1en you want a at 1. Central heating in the 

er rom t . h f a s ove m t e cen ter o your dressing room. Good 
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readin g m att er-Mo nt gomery-\ \ 1 :1rd\ L 1 · c' ": ·, i,1 t he ro ilct :rn d 
you don't even h ave to p ull :1 c l1.1i11. 1 •. ·. iL-L' . I 'm a frai d 
you 'll hav e t o do w it ho u t a m m q u 1' <> 1 , , : · 11t - I w :1s too b u sy 
t o buy on e t oday. Bu t th e m , ,, iu · : , : , :.1 t iq: br eed and ac 
cord in g to n at ive custom d o t l i1,:· ::. 1 · :: .• tll w :1y. Y ou ca n get 
a n et t om orro w . An y tl 1in ;: :· ,.11 ·.•. ,1.t u ll the num be r on e 
boy ." H e raised h is vo ice . " I~,, . l : :1~ c ll<Jw !" 

Th e thr ee of us s:1t :1rr,u11,I :< ' :!I.ill t :1hle l ight ed b y t h e o il 
lamp , w hil e th e nu m hcr 1,1:l ! ,·. i,1 .in im m ::icu late w h it e go w n 
ran t o and fr om t he: k it \ 11· :1 I,, ttc d :H rm e sid e o f th e cou rt y a rd . 
It was th e fir st ()r 111.111·. ) :111,lrcd , ()[ sim ibr m e:1ls ch a t I WJ S 

t o eat duri ng t he Jll·:·. 1 (. -'· '- L·.1r, - a th in consom me , br eade d v e:il 
cutl et, r ice , :1 b,, ik d -. ,_ .·· 1.tl,lc :1nd a st icky p:1st ry . E n g lish coo k
i.:-,g- the n:1,·rir l ,,,, Lcd ,,ut - w it h the inev ita b le Le a & P er r in' s 
sauc e. 

Lon g hd , ,r, 1 c :\ mc:r ic:ins began t o spread aro und China , the 
fir st Br it i·I, ·,::\er, , w ho were se t in t heir ways , h ad initi a t ed 
th eir c, ,,,l i:1· , , li,, m e, ide meth ods. T hese cooks in turn h:id 
t :1u;..;l1t 1 !., . · l ri rn J ~, w ho also be ca me coo k s and p assed th eir 
k n, ,xlc d .:..:c 1J11 L1> o t hers, un t il th e En g lish d iet h ad beco m e st an d
::irJ :1L·LI. 

,\ f ,n ha\ in g l ived wi th the Bri t ish fo r a w h ile, I realize d w h y 
'->·,. 11cv<:r ::it te mp t ed to m ak e imp ro veme n t s. In the fir st plac e, 
': .··:, l,,at hc:d chan ge, to get off t he beate n track ; ne w cl ot h es we re 
•:;:,, ,m for ta b le, .so wea r t h e old on es unt il t hey fall apar t. In th e 
,ccrm d p l::ice, wi th th e good old L & P. st andin g by t o st iff en on e 
up and ~ut lif e int o th e ch ow , w h at m ore d id on e need? A n d 
w_1 th a gm and b itt ers and a scotch and sod a t o b ac k u p tiffin and 
d mne r, fa ~cy di shes w ere n ot onl y unn ecessary , but f u t ile. 

A ft e~ dinn er, J ohn son , or J oh nny, and I sat and swappe d in-
for mation on our selv es. He h ad o ri gin ally co m e f v· · · 

d h d ram ir g 1ma 
an a gone out t o the Phil ippin es at ninet een t o run a sho e 
store; but , as h e put it aft er h e h ad h I d . ·1· 1 . 
b · l ' e pe c1vi ize t 1e n ati ve s 

y putting pat ent ~ath er s on the fee t of all w h o could affor d to 

~u yb he h~d g~o~ n tire d of list eni ng t o th eir r ag ti m e mu sic pl aye d 

hyd rass an s m the endl ess ch ain of fun er al p rocessions, d 
a come to China. an 
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W h ile we we re t:i lkin g , f ros t , m orose :ind silent , m:irched u p 
an d d ow n t he cou rt pr d. T ired fr om new sig hts and tr:iv cl lin g , 
I t u rned in ea rl y . J3ut it w as :i lon g tim e be fo re I fe ll :islecp ; tin y 
m osq u itoes :111d the h e:1t kep t me fid ge tin g, I cou ld st ill sec F ro st 's 
dra w n f:ice :in d hc.1r h is b itter remar ks on Chine se, and th e 
silen ce w:1s oppre ssive. 
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Peking street life d111ill' t ! , l.11 / d.t) \ of th e Manchu dy nasty
lessons in 11w1111cn f, ,,111 , 1:;,n 1 l l c dealers- stuff ed w ith at mos

phere 

0 N MY FIRS T M OR N IN G IN !' E 

k in :• I .,'-'· ,'.e t<J th e chat te r of bird s an d t he faint far aw ay rumble 
.rnd ;· , , .. ,,( th e cit y starti ng its day . D ressin g qui ck ly I h u rrie d 
(JL: t ' !, ! l : , , exam ine the compou n d-t wo cou rtyards, an ou ter and 
1 :1 :1,11cr \C\>ar::ited by a plastered brick w all. In the oute r court 
·:. ·. r e L \\'<J long roo ms one on each side, face d w aist h igh w ith 
l: , k . ;\b ove wa s lattice w ork covered w ith thi n opaq ue p:ipe r . 
'\; 1Jt e, actl y we ather pro of in win ter , I thou gh t . Bu t I fo und 
11u t Liter t ha t paper w ind ow s, if ti gh t , can be su rpr isin gly war m . 
Black wooden pillars ju t ted throu gh t he wa lls in p:irt reli ef, 
hold ing u p a gr acefu lly slopi ng roof of grey t iles. In side on th e 
brick floor was a jumbl e of aged furnitur e, arm cha ir s w ith 
spr ings saggin g to th e floor , a ch est of d rawe rs w ith a b ro k en 
mirror , a small bookc ase cra mm ed wi th En glish 6d n ovels. A 
paper panel part it ion cut off the bedro om, which was ju st lar ge 
enou gh t o hold t he sprin gless bed and a n ight st and. N ot by any 
m eans lu xu rious qu art ers- ye t lookin g them ov er gav e m e th e 
same comfo rta ble feeling as the sight of a pair of old shoes. 

I walked th rou gh the circul ar gate w ay into the inner court
yard , shad ed by a huge white oak tree. Here was anoth er, lar ger 
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bed roo m, a Ji nin , ru om furnish ed in golden oa k , a ki tch en
pro ud ly spo rtin ~ a scrl' en doo r- rn d a gah -ani zed iro n roofe d 
passa6e conta ini ng an old i.1shioned comm ode ( ther ~ really w as 
a lon tgo rnery \\' ard c1t alog ue han gin g by a stnn g fr om a 
hook ) . 

In an enc losure b ' \'o nd the d in in ~ room I di cove red tw o 
pon ie'i. T he m es~ :d s ·bu., ·t ,J t\ ·o u m ' t u rkey , :1 b rown , hor t 
haired , bowk _l:ged d og n amed hu ng, and a b rind led c:1t. The 
scn ·.rnt ~ cu nsistcd of a su lk y n u mbe r one boy, a n um ber tw o 
boy , a cook boy, a nn fu or groom and two coolies. 

Ever yth in g abu ut t he pl..c c w:i old and sh:ibb y an d du st_)' 
lookin g, bu t in the cool air of c:u ly m ornin g-th e dr y, cle:.r _air 
pec uliar to, ronh C h ina- with the bri lli:rnt ris ing su n t hro win g 
pat ch wo rk pa t tern s th ro ugh the branc hes of the t ree, t he wh~ le 
co111pounc.l t ok on r ich colors and a fr iendly w armth . In spite 
of m y m osq uito bi tes I was contente d. 

Af ter breakfast un de r the oak tree in th e cour t y:ird we lef t 
for the office. Passing t h ro ugh th e ga te we pl u n ged s~dde~1ly 
fro m the peacef ul, q u iet compo und in to a m ass _of t eemin ? life . 

Acr oss the ro ad, sat a litt le old wo m an d ressed m a b lack pcke t 
and loose b lue trou sers, sin oing to herself :.n d kn itt ing . Aro und 
her tin y bou nd fee t an ar is/o cratic Peki nese strutted d isdainfull y . 
Th ro ugh t he w ide doorway behi nd we caugh t a gli m pse of an ox 
slowly paci ng aro und in a circle, grindin g wheat pour ed fr om a 
basket by a coolie. Johnn y stoppe d , point ed h is fin ge~ at th e 
Pek inese, closed hi s ha n d and st uck u p his t h um b. T he lit tl e old 
Woman th rew b:ick h er head an d bu rs t in to pea ls of lau ght er, 
stuc k up her thumb in t he same w ay and ch att ere d and laugh ed 
Until we we re out of h earin g . 

''W hat' s the sign langu age ?" I aske d , curi ous. 
. J ohn n y explained t hat i t was t he most commonly us ed gesture 
111 C h ina and m e:rnt " oood" , "fi ne" . The old girl wa s proud of 
h d O 

· d · l . f ·1· er og an d w as t ick led to h ave it p r aise 111 t 1is ami iar way 
by a fore ig ner . Of ten today befor e I t hi n k I find m yself u sin g 
t7e same con ven ien t gest u re . It is, I im agine, the r evers e of the 
0 d Rom an thumb s do w n. 

Farth er do w n th e alley a coo lie w as pushin g a loudly squeak-
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h lb h Id . I : : . ! · . ., .. 1: n . A nnthcr ing w ee arro w o ing a W O<>c c 11 . . 

coolie ladled out th e wat er w ith .\ \ : . ,: .. :1, cl d ippe r :ind 
sprinkled it on the du st . A h .n' . : ·. · 1 : • \1.1!:inc in g on 
his shoulder a pole on wh ich l1u 11..:: • .. , : : 1ilkd wit h stea m -
ing dough balls w rap ped in d.111.;'.' · ·. l: \ few , tep s he put 
hi s open hand behind hi , c:H .1:, , , ' .1 J,,11.~ mu sie:t l w:ii l an-
nouncing his ware s. /\ nrJtl :cr : , 1u.1t ,i 11g o n th e g roun ? 
beside his bucke t of prn \...t!, ,:..;ui 11:..; ,-chcm entl y w ith hi s 
customer wh o also k ne lt . ·1 i _ .. : ; 11. l: i.~h p it che d vo ices g ra du-
ally drew a cro wd , Ii, : , :1. :. L 111,L·,tly , ha ki n g t he ir head s and 
occasionally jnini 11.:~ i11. \, . · t ' l' i' cd tu sec w h a t wo uld deve lop, 
but after a fe w 111i1111· l ·, 11 • • , u :, t, ;m c:r cou nte d o u t a few cas h
a very sm all f r .1e1 i,,11 , , ; .1 \..Ull - :tnd t ook hi s p astr y; t h e h aw k er 
lifted hi s p<Jic . t L , , , , l1i, , hu uld er , let out hi s lo n g c r y an d 
went on h i, \ < .. 1· . . 11.n e l1.1d been no tro u b le, simp ly t he ser io us 
bu sin c~s <Jf 1 '1 :: :1~ .1 bc1r g:1in . 

W c: p:i,·-cd , I, ,; , ; 1, (Jf r>ti1cr hawker s, eac h w it h hi s ow n spec ial 
m o urn fu l L .1 ! 1. I<.. ick) lu s ru shed pa st u s w ith cl an g in g o f b ells, 
lc:i, in .~ tr .11\ ,,f du ) t. W om en hurri ed b y ret u r n in g fr om 
m arket , urryi ng b:i,kct s filled w ith g re en ve geta bl es and fr uit. 
All lu d li,,u nd f cct and stumped alon g w ith sh ort, stiff-kn eed 
\le;1, . ! .\ cry du1.cn yard s or so, a be gg ar, ra gg ed and dirty , smcll 
in..: t ,, lii,c;h heav en, st epped out fr om hi s shad y spo t by a co m 
i'·1u11d wall and droned, "Lao y a, ta Lao y e, sha11g lu:i wo , Lao y a, 
I .1 f ,1r1 ) c, shang k ei wo." Johnny tran slat ed, "S ir, g reat sir , g ive 
t 11 me, sir, great sir, give to me." A whine but like a chant, 
rh y Lhm ic and mu sical. All the noises I heard-and there seem ed 
to be thousand s-had a certain plaintive rhythm, musical and 
appealing. 

The officers also were in a compound on one of the lndungs. 
!"1-courtyard separated them in the front from a large godown 
m th~ rear. As we walked in, coolies stripped to the wai st were 
carry1~g wooden cases, each containing fifty thousand cigarettes, 
on their backs down the outside stairway from the second floor 
of ~he godown. As we entered, Johnny called out something in 
Ch1~ese to the foreman. The foreman grinned and yelled to the 
coolies; the coolies grinned and yelled to each other. Then a 

"Ta lao y a, ta lao y e, shang kei wo, m ei ya ch'ien, mci ya fan 
(plea se sir, give to me, I have no money, no food)." 
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coolie at the top of th e stair s, w it h .i I . 1 1 

sk ippe d down at a fa st trot, h i, :1t 11 · : · 

, ,11 hi, b:ick , 
, 11 Ii i, , idc,, 

t .,_. : , t , ~ 1-i If u 11 y 
: . ;· :1. O ne by one, 

1 ~ , fo llowed '.)Uit. 

! ; •·1,k I exc !Jim ed in 
• t tt l l. 11p m y thumb. T he 

w h irl ed aro un d thr ee t ime , :1nd. \'. 
sl ipp ed th e case to the ground \'. it: ·· · 
almo st on top of each o ther. t ! · · 

E ach case wei ghe d a grJoJ t w ,, I ·: · . 

am azement, qui ck ly n.:m crnl c:l I 
coolies g low ed with pr ide. 

J oh n n y decided th :tt 11,:. ; : t 1 -,, • • 1, to lea rn the c it y :111d 

ga ve me t he n umh cr , ,. v i:,:,· : : r, ·· cr t () ,h o w m e .1round the 
m ark et and in trodu u !1:, t , , 1 , l d c.1lc:r, . H e w:1, a d elightfu l 
old m an , a perf cc \·,·11: l l 111.111. I ,c11c-, olen t in face an d 111:in ner
n am ed Mr. Sun ~. \ ·. ·l \ ,,,r1fJ'.':cd a rick sha fr om one o f th e othe r 
interp ret er,, f1,r 111,. \ 1r . ~un g stepped into hi s own and we 
set off . 

Wit hi n :1 ! l ·-'· 111111ute\ our r icks h as re ached Ha t:imen Stre et, 
t he b ro:1d l>u, ·, th ,,r(Jughfare fro m w hi ch the mai n bra nches 
of t he / //1/1 111: , , p rc:1d . St raigh t ahead acro ss the street I saw 
t he ?./ 1111·, tl :c i11tern:1tio n al pl aygro und w here the leg at ion g u:i rd s 
held tl 1c1r (rJ<Jtb:1!1 con te sts an d office rs an d attac h es phy ed pol o, 
wh,k lc :;.tt ion soc iet y sat on the side lin es watc hin g , surr ou n de d 
h :,· wl ,i, ly , od:1s and t ea . In t he d ist anc e t he re flect ion s fro rn 
.. ,,Id tile d roofs, w hich I kn ew mu st b e in t h e F or b idde n C it y, 

1,, >11c :rn d , par k led like a m y ri ad of mir rors . T o th e le f t on ly 
.1 'c w hun d red yar ds aw ay towe red th e m assive g rey brick wa ll 
di, idi ng Pek in g int o t wo ci ties . On th e ot he r side was the 
C hi nese C ity , the section of fas hi on abl e sh op s and n ight life . 
T he side we were on wa s called t he T ar tar C it y ; he re th e Em p eror 
ha d his palace and the Ma n chu s th eir h om es h idd en back in t he 
ma ze of hutun gs , livin g an d loafi n g in com fo rt o n t he yea rl y 
ri ce allowa nc e give n b y t h e gover n ment t o all of p u re Manc hit 
birth. 

Hatamen w as a mass of ri oto us colo r an d du st and m ix ed 
~mells o~ burn t camel dun g , cocoan ut oil , stra n ge f oods, sw eat
mg bodi es and anim al and hum an ref u se. A ll th e on e- st orie d 
buildin gs we r e old, the wo oden fr ont s of re d and bl ack du lled 
with dirt and age. Many of them, however, were beautifully 
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c:irved in ope n-w or k Jc sign wich irn:iges of flowers, trees and 
figure s. Shops si6ns, boldly en:imclcd in vivid d~ep golds :ind 
bb ck, hun g :ibove doorw:i ys . 

Pa ssing us, sq u:id s of b:1ggy trou sered sold iers, som e on foot, 
others on sh:iggy fl1ongo l ponies , p.u:ided th e streets . Peki n g 
c.:irts decor:ited in m:in y col ors jolted p:ist , pu lled by mules. In 
sid~ :\Ian ch u wo men s:it cro sl gg d, t heir face s emm eled :1 de:id 
white, lips and cheeh sr ottc d red, their bb ck lacquered hair 
worked over :i hi gh ,v ooden fr:1rnc . They were dressed in silk 
:'ith fanc y em br oidery and were lo:1dcd dow n with shini n g 
Jewclry :ind prec ious sto nes. 

I stared w ide -eyed :it this p:1ge:111try of life :111d color. N o 
show I h:1d en r seen or irn:igi ned :ipproached it for glamour :111d 
contrasts . \Xf ou ld I cnr (>et use d co living in t he m ids t of suc h 
sight s? ;:;, 

D own the street c:irnc :rn offici:11 se:ited in :i closed ch:1ir borne 
on t he shoulders of six t rotting coolies :ill dresse d in bri ght u ni
~orms . A young M:inchu swel l st rolled mi nci ngly past ca rry 
m g a hooded fa lcon ch:iin ed to bis slender w rist . Ever ywh ere 
a!·oun d us w:1s a continu:11 stre:im of shoppers, on foot or in 
rt ks has ; h awk ers or farmers w ith th eir long poles over th eir 
s 1oul ders ; ha! f clothed and n:iked ch ildren, thei r st omachs pro :
tr udin g l ike elastic b:11ls, swoll en from hunge r; and dogs , half 
Wolf m ongrels, u ncou th scavengers do dging in and ou t of traffi c 
and alwa ys underfoot cr in(ti ng and snarlina . \"17 I , 0 b 

I e 1ad ridde n scver:1! b loc ks whe n Mr . Sun g called out an d 
t 1rew h d . d d d . f u p a an . The nckshas slow e ow n an stopped m 
ront of a sm:111 shop-the sh elves st:1cked w it h ca r t on s of cig 

h~ettes. M r. Sun g ste pped out of h is ricksha . Hold in g toget her 
;s closed h ands and waving th em up an d dow n , bow in g at ev ery 

ave , h e w ~d ke d slow ly forwa r d. I followed . Un til we arriv ed 
at th e l . . 
c . cou nter t 1c dealer , se:ite d behmd on a st oo l at one side, 
s: nt rnued t o sm oke h is long -stemmed p ipe, pr et en ding not to 

eT~s. T he fiv e or six cl erk s sta red im passive ly . 
sin .1 l n the dea ler su dd en I y came to life . H e ju mp ed t o his feet , 
jo; e f ~~1 d .chat t er ed as if to see u s w as t he grea t est surpr ise and 

0 is lif e. Afte r r et u r ni n g v igorousl y M r . Sung's bow s an d 
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waves, he turned toward s m e an d went th r, ,:: .;1, t ! :L· , .1m e mo 
tions. 

Having glimp sed Johmon' s ::itt1 u ck · ' '-' ( hi rie5e 3nd 
their good natured fr iendl y re , prrn l ' , . . : l,L. l. irid ly f:tces 
of the interpret ers I had met at ]i.. .. . I ·,. ! !,, . ..:inni n g co shed 
my qualms about the se sini \lc:r l' ', , !. , , ; ,, ,l<>rl'd peo ple w ho 
seemed to look so mu ch alike:. \ . ·, rm .il g reeting from 
a small shopkeep er was , <J d•: · · 1:1ll \ et ~o natur:i l and 
pleasant, that alm ost im t 1r1 , I i', ,un d · my self ::iw l· w::ird ly 
copying his movemrn t ,. l',: 1 ,; . . 1, the t cJ r:ist crs :111d fro st 
had claimed, th e Cl 1i11c ~· , , : · d n \', ro t ten lot ::ind h:itcd all 
foreigner s, but if '><> tl 1·.<r . · : ~· 1,,m ·anJ rn:inn ers did not show 
it. At least, I W J , 11,,· ·. , · r·· 1d:: t c; m ak e u p m y mind . 

After I had he, , 1 :,. · : ,luLLd the dea ler opened a sectio n of 
the count er a11cl J,. , · ! u . i11t() J , ma ll room at the b:1ck . Half 
of the ro om v. 1 • : ' '· : i up by ::i h.'ang, a raised br ick pla tfo rm 
about t w() f , . t I . . i . . J · I cl b h nd 

' · . ! u ,\ n e w1t 1 m at s, use ot as scat a 
bed,anJ L•,•, ·., ·1 r · II c 1· h O 1 · d 1e 

•· · · · ' · , , .1 - 11nese ou ses. ur 1ost m ot 1onc n 
to ,cat 111'· 'i: 11 the Id e of a short-l egge d t;1ble st:in ding in t h e 
ccn u . 

Jn I:. ' ·:·Ll ul Lng li~h Mr. Sun g said: "Yo u m ust sit th ere. 
y , ll t 1 .;_: , l . ,t of honor and gu est of honor mu st alw ays sit on kf ·. 

I',. '1 ,c t. I d 
. ' · ·. 1111c we were sett e a sm all boy ent ered w ith a ba sk et 
. L. 1111in" hot towel I k 

. 1 \ l 1-, s. to o one and wa ited. T he m :1n:1ger '· ·' r Sung spread th · 
. · . l · eirs out, mopp ed th eir f aces th en gav e 
,;·-·,r5 i :1nds a thorough rubbin g. I looked qu es~ionin g ly at 
. , i r. ung. 

" /\.h " he said " · · Ch · 
du t I, . ' it is mese cu stom. Out side have much 

s · t 1s very bad H I I 
chap. All Ch' d · ot towe ceep face and hand s frorn 

mese o so. Very good for you ." 
I followed their example. 
Next came cigarettes A b 

on the table Th l · . . oy opened a packet and laid three 
separate mat~h t 10~t ~nsi~ted on lighting each one with a 
h;nds while it ~as ~o.tice I" t at Mr. Sung held his with both 

W k emg 1t. 
e smo ed quietly until tea was brought. 

The host poured. 
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Mr. Sun g bent low, gr:i ping hi cup betwee n ou ts t re tch ed 
hand s in the same rn:inner :is he he ld th e ciga rette . 

I liked thee unhurried fo rm :ilicies . The squ ali d cell became 
a dr:i w ing roo m :ind th e grimy hopkeeper a gr:icio us h ost. 

The de :·der w;1s now ready to open the connr. ati on. W hen 
he spoke he lc:1ned cow:1rd me . M r. Sung tr:in sl:it ed. 

" \X'hac is yo u r fu ll n :ime?" 
" H o C h ing Sh:111 (Afount:l in V iew H o) ." 
Before I left Sh;1ngh :1i th is name had been w orke d out for me 

in ch:i r :icters ph one ti o lly ne:irest t o H utc hison. 
"A h! G ood ! P rope r C h inese name. H ow long h :1ve you been 

in C hin a ?" 

" Less th ;1n J m on th. " 

"A h! Yo u mu st h ave Chine e te :1cher so w e can talk to each 
oth er." 

" I sh:111 get one r ight :1w:1y." 
"A h! G ood , ve ry goo d. H ow old :1re you?" 
" I :1111 t wen ty se, ·en." 
Mr. Sun g deci ded up on th is number. H e ge ntl y informed me 

that th e Chin ese respect ed age. 
" Ah! Yo u h;1ve man y years ah e:id. How man y childr en 

ha ve you?" 

"I am not yet marr ied , I :1m sor r y to say . H ow many children 
ha ve you?" 

"I am very poo r in childr en. Only one boy-two girls. The y 
are Worthless." 

" Splendid. Thre e fin e children. How old are th ey?" 
''Good-for-nothing boy is five. Older trifling girl is six. 

Younger miserable thing is three. How much money do you 
rnake?" 

. \X-'hen this last question was asked, Mr. Sung explained that 
it w f · f 1 · b as a nendly enquiry, a custom:iry part o t 1e etiquette e-
tween two men meeting for the first time. He told the dealer 
that I said, "It amounts to nothing." That was the polite way 
t 'd 0 s1 e-step. 

Fifteen or twenty minutes passed before the friendly talk was 
over and we settled down to business. Mr. Sung asked what 

J 
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brands th e dealer carr ied in st ock, th e l)l·q , c I' 
and the ret ail price s. I n ote d d ow n tk · · · 
the dealer exp lain ed his t ro u b le:, , c:. . 1 

about th e h eavy comp et iti on, cut .' :· 
Sung warm ly symp athiz ed . J· :11.11 : 

ing all th e tim e, Mr. Sun g :rnd I . i' .. 
out of th e shop in t o th e , t r c ·..:t. \ 

1· 1. ,) 

I .•: Jl1<l\'ef S, 
., . . :·,. T he n 

1:'-u l.1tcd 
. . ·,· ·11!it <.. I\1r. 

J • 

, ,i: :· f L'.:l. Bow -

, .. d ::.1kr , b:ick ed 
: .1rt cd , we ,ve rc 

.! t t he Jc:i lcr who st ill wa vin g our closed 1~.1I1d 1 

stood in th e doorw ay d ()in ;_; 1 1 

All m orni n g w e con t in t1l t! , ' J:; ,. p .1u: J ow n I ht :im enf 
For the fir st tim e , in cc J !1 . , J 1 • • • :. \ · .i tt , r w .1, en joyi n g my scl 
full y Th ese d e..,! , :• · · · L" 1cr-, I i , · 11" from h :ind to 

. ... er , ,· : :. : . , I , :J...,'I II I :1J the 
mouth, w h ere d id t liL. , : !. : m .1n ner <,t 1c_' :1 1 • 

I ·i· J we re n atu~a l court e, y. 1,( Lt11 : 1:·· l ,, J gc nt e'.n~ n . r u e,, ti ey _ :1nd 
contin u ally c lc:ir 1r!:' : l, · 1· 1l1r•,.1t , :1nd spitt in g o n ~he floo i, ·did 
t hey ma de l,,u J 11,, ,_·, 1111in~ t e::i. But w h :1t of 1t ? T h ey . . 
h ave a n ::iti\ ·l· t ul • :irt . l'r ,,lu b ly t h e r eason w h y , in spite o f th eJJ 
pov ert y :J.nd n , .,: rl~d c•Jnd it ion <;, th ey seem ed to g et a lo n g t o
geth er ,r , p k 1 .111: I~-. Pro ln b ly , t oo , w h y I saw so m :in y ca irn , 
serene f :1L L·, . I r,, .. L c<iu !J yap ab out h an g in g m outh s an d w :1unk 
d CJg,, but J ·• . . 1, begi n nin g t o li ke the se peo p le, and since I w :is 
goin~ t rJ 111.c :1m ring th em, I w ou ld st ud y t h eir la n g ua g e :1nd 
lnrri 1 !1Lir ruk , of et iq u ett e. 

* * * * * 
f11 t he :1ftc r noo n, after t wo h our s off for t iffin, Mr . Su n g an d 

. r,. \ th ro ugh the lega ti on qu art er- settl ed in t o a nap a t t h :it 
· :i,: c. 1Jf day -and p assed throu g h C h 'ien M en g ::it e , a g rc::it ov al 
< 1P 1n t he w all that separat ed th e C hi n ese from th e Tart ::ir C it y 
.\ hrive t he gate stood an old t emp le, o f a f ad ed r ed , wit h t u ft s 
rif g ras s growing betwe en the g laze d til es o f it s roo f b u t w ith a 
, ilcnt di gnit y th at age h ad emphasize d. From ea rl y da w n cease
less st reams of traffic pa ssed back and forth th rou gh th e g ate in 
clouds of dust. But at midnight a soldier blew his trump et, th e 

huge ':'7°od~n doors, studded with bra ss, were roll ed shut on th eir 
groaning hmges, and the bolt wa s shot until th e sun ro se on 
ano ther day. 

The road from the · 1 d d 
gate c1rc e around an old t emple, un er 
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whose eav es frie nd ly p igeons n e red , and su dde nl y tr aigh te n ed 
ou t int o a w id e co l ble ~rone tn " t lined o n bo th sides w it h 
woo den shops, t he ed ge of the i kw:1l ks c ro wd cl "'·ith h :iw ker 
stands. Thi s w:i s th e he:1r t of the shof ! in g cct ion . 

On th e n :1rro ,v hut ungs t o t h~ r i~h t b y h idd n t he m:111 ex 
clu sive shops p:1tro n izcJ on ly b y w e:1lt hy i\bnc h u fo m ilie :rnd 
offic i:ildom . 

Each hut1111g wa s giH n to a sp cialt y . O ne ,vas foc ed wi th 
op en cou rtya r d of sto ne fi lled w it h pot t ed p bn t s an d sh :1ded 
by mat s o n t :111 b :1111boo poles, back of wh ich we re b :1lcon ies 
w here mad am i\hn ch u w:1s how n fa ncv ilks :1nd emb roider ies 
wh ile h nn ed by her :1m :1hs. O n :1not.h er , onl y counter s :1n d 
, h?w cases of jew elry :1nd pre cious :1nd sem i-p reci ous st on es. 
St~ll o th ers sp ec i:ilized in bn t ern , ilken sh oe , an tiqu es, t e:is, 
spices , swe etm e:1ts, c :1rYcd f u rni t ur , b ro n ze :rnd pew te r w ar e, 
p:1in t in gs and w h at not . Sca tte red here and th ere :it int erv als we re 
the h ig h-cla ss re st au r:1n t s, rul ed O\' er :H t h:1t t im e by th e fi nest 
ch efs in th e w o rld. A n d fo r th er b:ick wer e the th e:itr es wh ere 
onl y C h ina' s g re:ite st arti sts p b y ed, :1nd the sin~-s on g h ouses 
where vi sit in g offic ials fr om t h e inter ior and loc:il M an ch u rou es 
g?111bl ed awa y for tun es an d add ed to t h eir st r in gs of co n cu
bines . 

A t th e cor n er of C h ' ien Men I w atc h ed a m af n, or groom, in 
a t 11 d · · ·d asse e h at long shr· t and h ioh r ed boo ts, s1t t111g astn · e a ·1 ' \, b 

~ai Y decke d- ou t po n y, appe ar fro m one of th e hu t ungs, ye ll-
111g and waving h is arm s. Tr:1 flic c:ime t o a !1:1lt an d th e crowds 

~toa d ~ack as a P ek in g cart , wi t h it s red p add ed cu r ta_in p u lled 

l 
0 ~ n in fr ont, tu r n ed th e corn er with t wo m ore ou t n de r s fo l

ow in g · h h 1· · t! lear th in t e r ear . A ga in I saw t e po 1ce 1mpor ta n y c , 
e w b · h ay, and an ot h er sp rin gless cart cam e ounc m g ove r t e 

cobble stones to st op b efo re t h e d oo r of a tea sh op ; a m af u pl aced 
a sm all sto ol in fro nt of th e r ioht w h eel and he lped d ow n a 
Weazen d Id b d h . b d f e o wom an in black w h o totter e on er tmy oun 
the~ through the entrance b et~ee n two rows of clerks holdin g 

e1r hand h s-11 s tog et er in rev er ent kowtows. 
,..._. 1 ts and r ag s, sp icy od ors and fo ul smells, w ealth and po ve rt y , ·<tlieed t h . 

oget er and Jostl ed eac h ot her. 

• 
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Shortly be fo re five we were back :lt tlw <1i';, 

the W ago ns-Lit s. J ohnn y and I ret u rn ed t , · ' 

of our cloth es, and J13d tea . John ny :1, l.nl , , 
Pl:kin g. I wax ed en thu siast ic ; I h:1J 11L ·, c : 1· 

11nl most 
' , t I 1l1<1u.~ht of 

J q 1l · \1 .1 ph cc 
l:' .cJ th e C hi -could ex ist . H e wa s hi ghl y ple:1,u l. 11· I I .t . 

G d I t d I ·t l \\.. 1 r· ,ll·, t ,,.~cthcr . nese. oo pcop e o ea w i 1. ,\ e ;, . :.:. , 
At dinn er t he t ur key s st ru tted .1: . : · l , , '..:11._: num h, f_rom 

the ston es. The white pon >·, n.l!l ,l : I' · , . : l, .1u, c ht w:1s finick y 
and a pacer, nibbl ed sugu lu111J' ,, : ,111 , li"L?ldcr s. f ro st h:1d 
been drinkin g and was in .1 111, ,, I. l j._ 1:.mlly , poke durin g the 
mea l. After dinn er , wh ik J., 1. : . , :1 111d l J i, cussed in low cones 
Chine se tea cher s :1nd t ! 1, · 1, J .. _ ,t r 11clc up :1nd dow n wi th _:1 
stic k, lecturi ng on t l1L· ( :l ie \\:. 1y t hey st:1red :1nd thei r 
m outh s drop pt d , i; 1L·:1. , . , t lit d .1rnned, d irty w :1unk dog s. 
H e st ruc k th e \l ()m ·' : : i. l: to empha size hi s rem ar ks, :1nd 
paused bcr ,, tu1 J•c: ,: ,. 11· 1,1 , ip fr om a g lass of sco t ch :1nd 
soda. Fr o n, t i111 · t , 11 · 1l· j,1\rn ny w oul d stop t:1lk ing t o liste n 
and k id li i111. l. 11· I ·.•. 1 · t u ffcJ full of atm osphe re. 

V 
LATE AUGUST AND EARLY SEPTEMBER: 1911 

the i11fri cal c· /irun ·ss of ma kin g a JJ//rchas,·- st u l yi ng Manda rin
! buy a mi dnig h t hisr11it - J,icl .i11g uf, s/r ('cf sf 111g a/Id palace 

gossiJJ-/ u.:atch a p rince ret urn f rom a rn11rise audience 

T T O O K ~1 E flVE DAYS T O GE T A inos · 
b ~u ito net , ;rnd a wh ole week p:1ssed befo re I w:is :1blc t o 

o ta 1n Cl . 1 I d · a 11ne e t e:1c 1er . T he de :1ys :1n exc uses were nerve-
Wrackin g b I . d . . 1 . 1 1 . d "CJ . · , ut g:1111e an m s1g 1t 111to t 1e w:iy t 1111gs ,v ere one 

1111cse fa shion " , and lc:1rned also the futi lity of h ast e. 
to ~n the fir st mornin g I told the num ber one boy th :1t I w:1nt ed 
th ave a mosq uit o net t ing n1:1de :1nd dr :1ped over m y bed by 

adt even ing. He we nt inside looked over th e bed a long t ime 
an sho l I . 1 ' 

"1\ 0 " 11s 1ead du b iously . 
\'v' ! ay be ~wo d:iys ," h e fi n:d ly figur ed. 

s . lef t it at that, bu t :1fter office th:1t :1ftern oon he told me 
01 row f ull } · · } · 1 · 1 k· d Y t u t 1t was di fficu lt for C1 111ese to ge t t1 e n g 1t 
u1 of . 
''M nett ing -bett er t hat I should bu y it. 

angr aster," he said, "if I bu y and n o c:111 do, th en you v ery 
I y. I lose fac e. Ma ster can bu y very good at Fren ch shop. 

no can F · · · l · I b ma · Ot e1gn sh op che at Chm ese m an. I t 1111,;, m ore ett er ster buy ,, 
T . 

told:~ ~a~ ~he fii~st, ?ut n ot t he. last, o~casio~ on w_hich I w as 
ne:xr o~eig ners tnck y w:1ys 111 dealmg with Chm ese. The 

111.orning I h and ed him th e mat eri al. 

33 
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Three n ights of torm en t pa'.>se<l befo re k l, :: . :: · . . 

pl ete d scree n. By th en m y w rist , , n n. ) . . 1 · . 

: 11 t he co m
,., .'-.r c m.1sses 

of i tching bump s. \Xt'h y h ad he t.1 1 rn 1 • • ·• 

"Very sorry , ma ster. V er y h :1rd /;:, : 
I speak friend . He kno w on e rn1:1 1 , : 1 · 

time find her. T ake tim e t a! 1-. 11r,, ·' 
look sec bed - so lon g-, o \ 11, ,··, . 
thread : very smal l sew . \ h ; L. i: 

I . : . 

. 1 Le pro per . 

1,r.,iw r. Ta ke 

.:;! i. 1 mu '>t come 
Y(Ju loo k see 

t : ·) c So r r y ." 
The nettin g fi ttcd t he hL·d i ! 1 , 

th e pai lin g t zc o ut . I :i·,' , d I ' 
: 111 in ner, but it ke pt 

: i' t 11l· Cli inc:\e d id ever y-
th in g that way . H e h 11::'..· 1. d 

I I · t 3 11 " Sure," h e an , wcrcd. 1 j, i!J uo '- 1111po run , . 
. JJl t hey can ch arge rn , ,:-, · I ·. · ; ·• _ , th em a ch :rn ce to rin~, 

r ebt ives and fr iL·1HI ·. ·.·r v <me m:ike s a few co pp ers. 
· . · : h cy The sam e wi t li 1 J ' ' ·" , . he r . M r. Su n g tool · t hi s ,v eig_ 

p ro blem on Ji;., · I. ·.11 r .. •11,I. fr()rn w h at h e to ld m e fr om t1I11e 
to t ime , he '-'· ., · ., d11licu lt job to so lve it . The teacl:e~ 
mu st be ju\l 1 · · , · 1.: l : 11d, h<1th a gentleman an d a schob.r, wit d 
a pur e \ 11:: ! 1· ·· , . 111 and a clea r, di st in c t voic e. At t h e end 

. . I f ·en s of :i. t •.-: 11 1r, \1, af t er many consu lta t ions w it 1 n . 
( < r 1 11,._- · I ,_ ! led une evenin g and pre sented a yo un g 1~-

1 i ' • I . H h. ·1 . h a sk in 1c. · · 1:. ·11·.:. r ,.11ncsc. e wa ,; as t in ::ts a r a1 , vn t d 
.i , • 1 .. ,: :11 ",t li as a b aby 's. Th e finger s of hi s slen der h a_n s 

1 •J(I Jcl icate ly tapere d li ke a wo m:1n' s. Fro m hi s shin Y, 
l.1 ;~cJ pigt:1.il t o hi s shoe s of bl::tck silk embroider y, he was 

· ul 1,c . To t op it off , he c::trried a small silk fan with a 
,. ()f c.-q uisitely car ved ivory . Mr . Sung introduced him as 

' :, 11 Sheng, or teacher, which, due to the grea t respect the 
l11 •ic,e h:1ve for scho lar shi p, is also the term in common u se for 

'J r . 311d sir. 

At a qu art er pa st sev en t h e ne x t morning we be ga n our first 
lesson und er th e old oak in the upper courtyard. I w::ts onlY 
half awake and in a kimono; but he was the same immaculate 
Hsien Sh eng of the evening before. I had brou ght along a seco11d~ 
h~nd Hillier's-probably the best lan guage te x tbook for a bed 
gmner ever composed. He opened it at the first p ag e al1 
started: ''Tchr-hu-o ko shih shen mo (this is what)?" 
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H icn Shrng dr :nv led out \·cry low!:,- th c~e lung series of con 
son:int s ::tnd ,·o,ve ls in Yari 0 d tones I could not c:it ch. I looke d 
at t he boo!·. Th e p honet ics read : chL:ko shih sht:111110. \\"' hen I 
call ed I Isir11 Shl'ng 's :ittenti on to it , he in fo rmed me th at th e way 
to le~rn Ch ine e ,v as, first , to be.1k down e. eh ou nd into sma1l 
PJrti c les, :ind :is soon as the p.1rti lcs <>r:1d u.1lly fit ted toget her 
c?rr ectl y and the ton ' S p it ched wit hout effort the pron un cia 
tion cou ld be speeded up . 

For h:ilf an hour he repe:ited this fir t sentence . I :ntemp ted 
to fo llow h im. Then he :idded on two m ore : hao pu hao (goo d 
not good) :ind )'" ml'i ) 'It (h a, ·e not have) . After an hour st rug-j' . 
g ing with th ese thr ee sentences I w:1s sti ll unab le to :ipprox imate 
the true sounds and tones. 

I Every m ornin g, except Sund :iys, more and more unwillin '?ly 
d~:igged my sel f sleep ily out of bed and s:it half -h e:irt edly 111-

tonin g after Hsicn S/)('Jlf!,. for three ,veeks I worked over th e 
first lesson in th e book . 'Fina lly I gave u p. The st rain was too 
great. Th e m onotonou s repet ition m:1de it too di fficult to keep 
awake. 

I W:is also havin g troub le get tin o- to sleep . In spi te of its dr I" • L :::, 

PY_ c 1111ate, durin g A ug ust :1nd th e first part of Sep tember, 
eking c:1n be st icki ly h ot ba ck in th e com po und s until on e or 

two in the m orning . One n ight as I b y wid e- :iwake in bed 
~r apped in stilln ess and sweat , thin ki n g of h om e, out of the 
s~ence my e::trs c::tught from afar the faint, dr agged -out call 
0 a hawker. It grew loud er and lou der unt il it re:1ched a cr es-
cendo d f . 
the ~n gradually faded out. I list ened . In a ew ~mutes 
b Wad Was repeated. Thi s time ne ar er . By degrees 1t was 

econ1 ing distinct and cle ar. Then-ri ght in front of the com-
Pound-· . d I d s 1. . it re sounde d throu gh the win ow , a pr o onge , ear-
o~tting yell. I lay with m y h ands clench ed and waited. An
no er lon g interval. Ah! There it was- but, thank goo dn ess, 

Iitiles°w l~ud. The noise would be over. in a little w_hile. That 
p hile, however, seemed an intermm ably long time. 

fir or several nights in succession I was still awake when the 
St sou d f 1 I in f . n s o the hawker's call reached my ears. T 1en was 

or it il 1 k d h · Unt 1e was out of hearing again. I chec e t e tune 

r 
_ _J 
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!11: ! l · '. ' · ·' '., f ,r e n1id
. ,., q 1 Jll ne \·cr 
. . ,,{ beer ;it 

I I L·11 · n g. I 
·' ! h 1\ · h im out 

on m y watc h ; th e noise st:irt ed at ck ·en 

n ight and lasted u n t il t we n ty- <:\'Cn r 1· : . 

do. I t r ied re adin g m y~cl f t o ~b:r, t .1 • 

b edt ime. But soon I found m nc l ( 
decided to put a stop to su ch n ;>Il'l : l ' . 

and t ell him to kee p aw ay . 

Th e nex t n igh t I pla ced 1 i) :1 

an d laid my k im ono aero -., t 1~. ' 

doze, I caugh t t he st r :iin n ,,· 
long pause- j,i11 f!,- Jn (): 1,n ! . 
tze-r -r-r-r -rh-t hr h ·,1 , : 

In an inst an t I w .1·. , .. 1· 

bin g the copp en , r r · ' 

peered dow n t hL· / ,111 .,, . 
w ith a pole :icr , 1· 

:1 ti ll · n ight , t:in d 
: . ,I. [ \·ing ,in 3 h:df 

.i • :· : /J\i _· _ ' (1()-n-o- a 

11.1 th en :1 fin:i l noce-
1·. l1i\,h r i'>in g sc:i lc. ., ' b 

· ! ; 11 Le> 111 y k imon o . Gr :1 d 
11 : 11,,,ltL·d th e fr o nt ,:.;:1te :1n 

. ' l ,L ·,, · .1, , ~lowl y , huming :t !O O~ 

h im. I f um hL.J , 
: 1 : \ -, he.: d rew ab re:1, t , I sto pp c 
,,,,-: ,,f h is b ucket s. I t w:1s emp tY· 

11 11c.: p<J()r , lone,o me litt le dri ed - up I re ach ed i111,, 
biscu it ! 

I t()()k 1 Ji .. 1 

signs for I. ::. 
on ly tl :: 

'' hrn dcJ th e coolie t h e cop pers :ind made 
: ·:; yi.:ll ing :in d go hon, e. Bu t t h e bi sc u it w :15 

siqu f , , 
m ·11,. I : . . 

\ 1. ' • 

:· ·· I hJd give n him t we n t y o r m ore . He in-
11 · l,1ck th e ch ange. It to ok m e fiv e min u te s to 

i\ ;; c tl 1at I w:is ac t ua lly g iv in g h im cu m , h :1w and 
·., 1' 1 ;..;et out. \ 'v'hen he did , he g r inned fr om e:1r to 

1 
• ' i;. rJff at a t ro t. 

,,' ', 
11

" f,Jlluw in g n ight he w as aro un d ag :1in . I w ent ou t , t oo k 
:: ;i :· ' L<>ck , and sent hi m hom e. T hi s ti me he h ad t h ree bi s
:•, · · A th ird ni ght I st oppe d him . Six bi scu its . Then I g:1ve 

11 · · /\ fte r th at I never att empt ed to b h. ff· · I de-I ·J h · . . u y 1111. o agam. 
. c c t ::i.t it wa s u seless to bar gain w ith a m an so set in hi s ways , 

* >"r 

For several w eeks m · I 
d l d h Y entire wor <. wa s limited to calls ofl 

ea ers an aw kers-th Il 
h k d . . . e stre et s w ere clutt ered with sxna aw er st an s speci alizing · h. 

d · I I in eve ryt m g fro m b ack scr atc her s an ear tic <. ers to chow 
stock s and seein g th 1' ~':e etme ats and cigar ette s- ch ec king 

at ea m g sellers w ere in good conditiofl 
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and we ll d ispl:iye d . Th e job it self ga \·e m e a gu ilcy feeli n g 
th :1c I was doing th e work fie fo r the incd ligcnce of :1 t en ye::ir 
old ch ild, but t he cu rse w :is rerno\'Cd by the p ure enj oym en t 
of th e su nsh ine :ind Jir , t he bu y st r '-"'.:t :rnd m ixin g :rnd p assin o-1 . b 
t 1e t im e with the n :1tiYes. E \·er y d :iy it ,v:is all n ew :ind exc itin g. 
. I WJs beg in ni ng to wond er h ow long I would be kept at this 

simple wo rk w he n one mornin g J ohnn y ca lled in Fro t and m e 
and told us rh :it t we n ty cases of :i new b r:ind of cigar ett es h:id 
a~-rived fr om Sh :ingh:ii. \ \7 e \\ ere to sec th:1t it w :1s p rope rl y 
d isplay ed on eve r y shop co unt er :md lu wk er st :ind in t he ci t y, 
and to c:irr y :ilon g c:ir to ns :1nd sell p:1cke t lots to :iny r et ailer 
not supp lied by our de:ilers . 

A t th e fir st shop vi iced , :ifte r t c:i w:is ser ved , I :isked Mr. Su ng 
t~ t ell t he cha11g lutci Ii, m:in:i ger, th at I h :id seen no st ocks on 
h is counter- w h:it w:is th e nutt er? 

Th e m anager th r ew up h is h:inds . H e had n one . 
W h y? 

B e w:is st uck w ith too m :iny br an ds :ilre ady th:i t w ould 
n ot sell. On ly two or thr ee ever we nt we ll , ye t the com pa ny w as 
always ask in g hi m to t ak e on a new one. Too mu ch m on ey ti ed 
Up. 

I took a p:icke t of th e n ew br and in m y h an d , leaned ove r 
and put up to M r. Sun g a lon g sales t ::ilk, well - ro u nd ed an d com 
pl ete (I th oug h t ). I po in te d ou t the m erit s of th e p:ick et; t ore 
~pen a c igarette and m ade a f uss ove r th e col or :ind aroma ; h:id 
t 1e ? ealer sm oke one ; and end ed up wi th a clim ax on th e 
pu1blicit y of th e cit y -w id e di spl ay and th e wa y it w ould bu ild 
sa es. 

~ni shed, I t old Mr. Sung to repeat what I h ad said in Chin ese. 
" r. Sun g hesit at ed. 

1~ 0 ah ead ," I insi sted . 

th. r . Sun g cl eare d hi s thro at , h eld up a sample, and utt er ed 
tec word rr ) '" TI s: yao Pu y ao ( wa nt not w ant . 

pl d 1e .dealer sat back, placed h is hands on h is knees and ex 
~ ed 1n a thund erous voice, rrpu y ao (not w an t)." .. 8· Sun g looke d at m e apolog et ically. 

e say he do not w ant any." 
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All that selling t ;:dk for n ot h ing . I :1, k cJ 

did not t ell my story . 

. , I r . ')u ,1,~ w by he 

"Chin ese are di ff er ent. Chine ~e do 11t1t l! , : i t i : l , · '' Ll u t way. 
... .. . 1~, it li k e . :He 
!., : . : .1, fr iend . :He 

I speak w hat y o u say th e n m :iy b c k \ l : 

do not u nd er sta nd . Neve r mi n J, I t ' 

ta ke . I thin k bett er we go now ." 

I learned my lcs~o n . Ne \'Cr .1:;. :1 ,! 
direct sales app ea l t o a Chi n c , L·. I · .. 

. : r ,:111 pt t o mak e ~ 
~ l l .llll ' lll a nd " fa ce , 

1lk d t he O ld fa n 5 

. . ri c, c a r c n ev e r w ro n g 

:11 H e .d w a ys r ig ht ." h 

coun ted fir st and Jac;t in C\ l r . · '. 

word s at our fir st ta lk : · ·1Zc:11· ;!.: 
and the C o m pa ny i\ n n n \'. : 

Betw een th ese oi l'> I ;, : 11 

tim e and st opp in .~ 11,, .: . · 

to a sen t enc e a nd 11r ,: : , : , . 

limit ed the n u m !Jn : , ; . '. 

- 11 . t o f t e .... : , :t <Jl w a · 1ng par 
, · t o l iste n . · ,, .t : . q uc<,t1o n c;, o r I 

,·,!.": n in a sm a ll n o te bo o k . If 
, ' 1 · . . rl p c:1tc d t he m o v e r to m )f' se · · o cefl 

and u sed th em <Jr1 ( !1.11 i::1t il tl1cy beca m e a u to m atic . h 
. · h t e we stopp cJ a l t c .1 !. ,11 ·, t<1 d rlllk an d sw ea t an<l fan w it 

Occ::ioth er lo:if cr , . ._,_.!.,k I I: lc ric J Lo ca t ch a wo rd o r ph ra se . 

sion ::dl y, w e r l r, rl ,, 11,L r di e te n t of a wa nd er in g min str el. . h 
I n t Ii c_· I , . : , , 1 ; I I c ,, u m 111 e r t h e T a rt a r C it y wa s c row de d 7 ~ ~ J. 

th c, c t u !. , . ·- .1r1d , t<Jr y -te llc r s ' t e nt s. Th ey we r e a lw ay s 

\ 1an \· ,,i 1 '. Llt .~r1mcrs were w o m en an d l ittle n a ked c hi ld re: 

Bu 11 , , ., i" tl1cm w ere la bor er s, up b efo r e d aw n w ith c11,e.r 
l I I 1 · f . . CS t t 1Cl 1" .1 ·. · , , 11·, .c n , , ~tc:i 111g a .cw preci o u s minute s t o r ds 

: . li rn L-o ve r b ac ks , si p tea and li sten to h er o ic ]c~cn d 
, . , : · c d in J , oo thing sin g - song . U suall y the m en were srrippe 
t , '' · \,· .1i, t. T he minstrel sa t on a ra ised platform w ith a dr Llfl'l 

· f ld·no- · 
' 1 1 :1 p ;11r o f bone s to ac compa n y the story he w as un .o 1 

1° 
J . . a ce 

I[ ,_. m u ;i ly wor e a p air of lar g e h or n-rimm ed spect acles torn d 
Iii 111 loo k sch ola rly and le a rned. The li stene rs sat spellboU!l ' 
t h eir mouth s open in conc ent ra t ed awe . 

Pi cking up the lan g ua ge t h is wa y , I fo und that a few idi~fl'l 5 

r ep ea t ed them selves many times over in every convcr sa tiorl· 

Check ing ag ainst the little French and Spa ni sh I knew, I cafl'l e 

to the conclusion that these same expressions were the ones rnost 
commonly used in all languages. 

The word heard most was hao: good, ohey, fine. With it weot 

AU G US T AN D EAR LY SEPT E \IBE R: 1911 39 

the qu esti on, hao /11t hao, lite r :d ly , goo I not good, id iom . tic:i lly 
tran sbt in g , is it all right ? A lso , it ,vas the c u ~to mar y g reet in g 

un der an y an d all c irc u m st an ces, ex p r ssin g t h e same me:rning as 
how are y ou? 

N ex t c am e y u : ha1·<·, an d y u. mci yu. : ha i;c y ou ? Then, o f 
cour se, were the t wo que stio n s : sh 'mn o: lllhat ? an d chc lw shih 
shcnm o: wh at is th is? 

T wo o t her p hr:1ses w ere o ft en u sed an d were expressive of an 
attitud e. Pu yao chin : 1/ CL '(' r mind . Mei yu fa t::,c: no rl'm 'dy, 
~zo way out , nothing to do about it . Th e fi r st had :in equ iv:de nt 

~ a b:istard wo rd , 11111sl--tc, u sed fre ly in a ll fore ig n language s 
in the F:u E:is t . (Th e Ru ssian exc la m ati o n , nicht i·o, with ex 
ac tl y th e s:1m e m e:1nin g, in ch ose d :1ys w:1s u u:11ly t he first w ord 

of th e Ru ssia n bn g u ag e, :1nd also the o n ly on e, exclud ing 

lu bulu = I love yo n, m ost fo rei gn r s le::irne d ) . T h e sec ond 
fat ali stic p hr :1se was ge n er ::dl y :icc omp an ied by a shru g o f t h e 
sh ould ers o r o ut -thru st h an ds . 

\V'ith th ese few w ord s as a st:ir t er a n d wi t h n o c omp li c:i t ed 

~enders, d ecl en sio n s, or co n j u g :1tions t o worry about, learn ing 

~h: street t:1lk r ed u ced it self to pic ki n g up nam es :1nd simp le 
idi oms . To lea rn the p rope r pi tch of a w ord in on e of th e four 
ton es (l o w pit c h, up, d o ,vn ::ind hi g h ) w::is a mat ter of ti me 

a~d practi se in :1ttunin g t he e:1r t o t h e rh y thm an d flow of 
p ra ses and sente nc es . 

I At th e same time th::it I wa s slow ly :in d p::iin full y ab sorb ing 
~ le local dialect, I w::is pi cking up all sor t s of odd s :1nd ends of 
1nfor · d I· · A · m atr on a b o ut Chin ese w:iys of busin ess ::in p o 1t1cs. cu n -
ou s und - d f · · · d 1 I } e1 gr o un sy ster n o commun 1cat 10n ex1ste t 1roug 1out 
~ 1~ city. Alt ho ugh th e ra te o f exc h ange for p aper m on ey , sil ver 
. 0 lar s, small sil ver, coppers a n d c::ish, v::iried sevcr:11 t ime s d aily 
1n th e I · 1 · ·d . re atron of one to all t h e others, ye t ::it t 1e same tu ne 
1 fent ica l rates of excluncrc wer e p ost ed o n the , boa r ds on fro nt 
o ever I b . I .1 Y exc 1ang e sh op , including those m sub urbs ten o r t w e ve 
tn1 es aw . l . . b d f ""' h ay , W1t 1 no m ea n s o f co mmum cat 1on except y wor o 
"t0Ut , 

po~~ery Ch ine se man, woma n and ch ild in P ek in g d iscus sed 
itics and kept up with all the moves m ade inside the p ala ce. 

II 

I 
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Procl am at ion s bearin g t he imp <:r ia l ~c::il \l ·· · r •· i' 1 

sp ecial boards erected at co rn ers on t! 1,· 11: .. ;1 

I d.1:1\· on 
c r;,wds 

: 1• , itc rn of st oo d in fr on t of t h em a ll d :iy long . :\ ! 
the d ay 's h ap pe n in gs, po lit ica l o r pn ,:, .1 I 

F orb idd en Cit y th ro ug h \en- :int , ,,f 1 

I . ' . 1· J't> l l1 the 
:. ··::,1 ·1·11\ ;ind 

.I t I, , 1... • 

· 1 , . , " i·11· [\"C O th eir wives an d concubin e~, :111d l ,·, •:: 
th e low ly ric ksh a coo lies and hH ,.·:· 
posed t o di scms on ly mo n e:,·. l: 
gro ups around h awke r , t .111d, .1:. I 

. •, 

. , . • I : l i' ' ll \ \' L' re sup-
. . . t t c<l in 
·, · 11 L' 11 ,t j LI .1 .. '· ' d 

! :111p n i.il , cc rct s :in 

p alac e scan d al o ver th eir l ·. ~1.·1 ·· l dy 
Th ro ugh on e of t hcl ·,,•:· I ' · :., I 1l1.1t th e f:i h u t i ll I c 

we althy Prin ce Ch ' in .·.:. 11· .'. · 1 i ._ l. H , o ld hut , ti ll c 1 

· · chc 
p ow er behind th e tl 1r, 11·. ! : 1:;!11 ul ly c .1c h 11:o rn in gf o r-
sec r et d ay li gh t aud :,:, . • ' I : 1l1e h,,y c:1111c ror 111 th e ·p 
bidd en C ity . T he , ,1,1 i ':· t , .. l f ul l :· g u :irded, 111.1dc _1he t ri 

in a closed c:irr i.1.~·." : 1 ·· i i1 , ,,111p(Ju11d, a h .ilf mi le o u t ,r de . 
JJ g limp se 

W h en I :i<.ku l '. l r. \ 1 1· ; 1f lie tho ug h t w ~ cou " get~ k v er '/ 
o f thi ,; cul \· 111•, r :, 1,: · / ' 11.1d <..: h e w:is d u b1o m . I thin er 
d ·.a:. I " I I ' · · I · h d " I I k b u t I n ev w1cu t, 1L· • 1:• . ·: , 1n~ 11, c:i . 1c:u , pea · . J· I ;i 

. I l . . ri c ~s 1 sec. S1,lck ~ 1 , :, , l ,, · , ·t r u :tal l w ayh 1s h omc . A. ca1 r,_ Jk 
m u '>t <.t 1: , · , "· l,, 1, lie gCJ. Shopkee p er :111d peo pl e o n side \V\e 
m u , 1 t 1 11: \ . :,. 1· . . But n <..:vcr m ind , I ask m y fr iend s. M :iy 
Cl i l 'l "" . 

. . d i foce T •. , ', ..... l.u n he wa lked int o t h e o ffice w it h h is kr n Y 
w 1·. ·':· ,I i 11 '.m iles. e-

· 1 :, 1 .e , pc.:ak m y friend. H e say a ll r igh t - onl y m u st be c:ir JI 
i' ii. l ,J rJ ea r ly see Prince Ch ' in g go in sid e. C :1n sec go h ome a 
r i.~ln ." 

. g jt 
\\ ' hrn Mr. Sun g rout ed m e out o f b ed t he ne x t m o r ni n 

WJ'> st ill d ark. The t op o f th e sun was ju st sh ow in g above th~ 
I . . . h g :ite io rr/ on as w e turn ed into the ro:id lcadm g t o t e ou ter . e 
w :iy of the side entrance to the pahce gr ound s u sed b y Pri!l\ 
C h 'ing. We left our rick sh as and w alke d throu g h t h e arc hw-a d 
of a huge outer wall into a w ide avenue lin ed with sh o p s bac l<C e 

. h "d 11 . 1 v ent.I agarnst t e two s1 e wa s. Fi v e hundr ed ya rd s d ow n t 1e a . 
we faced the ponderous br ass studd ed d oors o f th e hi gh 111~l; 
wall, a broad stocky temple squatting far above. I stood ga:z:i!l 
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up in a tr:inc e. Th g ig .1nt ic sca le of the c sol id , ma ssive struct u res 
wa s brc:ic h- ta k in g , oYCrpowc r ing . 

\Vi Lh :in effo rt, I u n fuc us ·d my st:ire :m d loo ke d around . The 
s!1op s were lik e ti n y t oy , t he ·:irl y r isers tro lling on the st r eets 
!'.kc so man y pig mi cs. I fe lt as if I h :id sudde nl y shrun k to the 
size of an insec t. 

The spell w as br oken b y [r. Sung t uggin g at m y coat sleev e. 
"\' 

cry soon h e come . I t h in k better ,, c fin d p bc e can hi de. 
C :in not stay stree t. A.II peo ple mu t go." 

. At t h :it second a w h istle b lew . From nowh ere, it seemed, sol
di ers in brow n kh:i ki wi t h cl ot h p utt ees :ind shoe , ru shed dow n 
th e st reet , do u b le fi le, char ge d b:iyo net s. \ \ ' it h in five secon ds ~i1c str eet was empt y of tra f1ic; t hose in the shop s stood faci ng 
t 1c r ear; o n eac h sid e :i line of soldie rs, e:1ch te n fee t :ipa r t, stoo d 
at att entio n . 

\VJ . . 1ile I wa s w:ir ch rng spellbo un d, ;\fr . Sung g rabb ed m y ar m 
3

{1d p ull ed m e bacl · in to a n :1rrow passa ge bet w een a sh op an d 
t 1c ou t er w:ill, b u t I \Y:is m u ch too ex ci ted to obj ect t o t he fo ul 
SI11cl1 th at exphi n ed its func ti o n. 

f \'v'it h n ec k c r an ed ove r m y left shoul de r an d one side of my 
alee_ ag :iin st t he sho p , I stood p eepin g . A slur p comm and . T h e 

so d ie · ·ff· I h h d . rs St1 cne d . I w:i s h olding m y bre :1th and cou d av e car ~tn dr op. Th en the great woo den doo rs cre aked slowly ope n. 
.! lr ou gh t h e ta ll :1rchw:iy po ured a t ro op o f in fa nt ry, dress ed 
111 bla c l· · , b · · 1 d b 
0 \ , six a rcast, ch :1rgr n o-at fu ll speed wit 1 r aw n :1yone ts. 

11 t] . . . . 0 

ie ii l1eels, am id st rolls of du st , o ne row of ca v:1lry aft er 
an ot he. . 1 f 1 I . l 
bi t, Wit 1 sw or ds fla sh in g, ga llop ed ore 1 on t 1e1r s 1ag gy 

ack p on ies. 

u A. short br ea k. Th en six b bck p on ies, tw o ab re:1st, la shed 

C~
1:1cr ci f u lly by their rid er s came teari ng t h ro u gh t h e h u ge 

«V1ty JI· ' 
l.,r pu tn g a n old- fos hion ed d elicate bla ck b ro u gha m. 
lVlr S ' 
"I · un~ ga v e m e a nud ge. 

n car na g " I I . d " P . Cl ,. " Th . ' c, 1e w 11sp ere . nnc e 1 mg . 
sur. c Wind ow curt ain s w ere d r:1w n. T went y or m ore ou t r ide rs 

tollnd d I b . . f 
and t e t 1e r ou gh :1m on a ll sid es. T wo la cke y s sat m ra nt 
ush w O l11ore h un g on behind. But as it sw ep t p ast in fr ont of 

' a and f · · · d 
ro m m side the carr iage pull ed b ac k the cu r t am an 
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f.1lT I bri efly g limp sed a cad ave ro m bro wn 
go atee ben eat h a bla cl· , il k , kull C3p. 

Th e p roce ssion v ani , h c:cl. I r :1n m :, .1· . ! I 

., , ; ; 1.il l w hice 

ti ·) t liL· road 

be yond t he outer wa ll. A , f :ir J'> I l 

soldi er s and in bet wee n on ly :i cl<J 1d 
By th e t im e I h ad co llectt: d m, r ! . 

the str eet w as back to n CJr m 1 I. I : 
Tr affic m ove d alon g as m u ii . I: 
into m y ri cksha an d st o<!J L 

an d looked back . Y e<,- l I J.1,1 

For week s afterw ard ., '-': :. 
struck with the qu c:cr f .. · 
p ast h ad sud den ly /1.1·.:1, ! · 
ou t . 

' ' : l. 

• I ,· , . .',, t > lines of 

! . ,l .~ ,: rn ,· bc:1rings 
· f s1·ghc. ·.•. ,· re <>U l o d 

, , !r, ·.1111. I step ped 
· . : 1 1 1 .1 (Li/. c. I cu r n c 

· : 1 ic .ill. 
: · .il k LI thi s ~cene I was 
'. , c u f li fe in the d ist :in; 

l ·,l . ., an d as q u ick ly £}:ire 

V 
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throwing brcr bot tles tu let off slram -l tal'-c i11 Peking subur bs
a l3osto11ia11 grt s lit and coin s a w ord- th r mca11rst job yet 

AR LY I N SE PTEMBE R , J O HNNY 

call ed in Fr ost and m vself and in fo rm ed us t h at we were t o go 
to I--I · · . 1 . • 
d ait ien and T u n gch ow, su bu rba n t owns, w 1thm t he next tw o 
~?'5 _and m ake t h e m on t hl y check on godow n st ocks . Up t o 

t ; tu~ e I h ad n ot been ou t of t h e city . 

I. u ri ng t h e d ay Fro st and I , excep t at t iffin , h ad seen ve r y 
It t le of h l · · f h . eac o t 1er . He w ould be coveri n g on e sec tio n o t e 

c!ty w h ile I w ork ed an oth er . As soon :1s t he office closed at fiv e 
~; lock h e m ad e scrai oh t fo r th e bar an d b ill iard room of the 
wa g L · b . 

. on s- it s. In th e bte aft ern oon 1t wa s a coo l, r est ful p lace 
tof sit and, be t w een sip s of a lon g dri n k, listen t o t he t all t ales 
o the d I I . . d non escript loafe rs wh o w er e a wa ys ou ng10g ill an 
0 Ut. 

A ft er d ' I · 1 F I . d 
0 spen mg seve r al af t er noo ns t 1ere wit 1 rose, sqm rm e 

tit of it H · · l 1 l d . Cl . w· 1 · is m ind r an in onl y t w o c 1ann e s; t 1e ir ty 1me se 
it 1 th e. · d · d I fi I I f w a amne d m ouths han gin g open an t 1e c-: ene ss o 
0111en T I · · · F l f t h d · 1e t w o su b1ect s h ad g row n mto a 111a111a. r es 1 ro m 

nee u sty stre ets , h e b eaan w ith hi s us u al t ir ade against the C h i
eff.se, but as th e a f t ern ~on wor e on and t he w hi sk y sod as t ook 

ecc , sw I . h . T I h . d the · eet me ancho lia seiz ed upon 1m. 1e m ore e s1pp e 
:more d ep r essing life on the wh ole bec am e and th e broade r 

4 3 
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gr ew h is Harv ard H . .i · 'd . acce n t. e w:i. ·ed c ,Jn 11tkr 1!: .. ! .1r1J u reW 
viv1 p ictur es of Bo t d · b f h 

d s on an it s e:rn t if 11l ,, -~--. ,., ., 1:11" ' · o c e 
wo n erfu l ir is · · .. ,. ·, 
h . g on e m et , on ly to ha ·c , JI : 1 . , : • !, · ··,1\·cd by 

t eikr u tt~ rl y selfish va n ity . H e bmu :·l.~ ·i,·:,· '(,. ·L:.1,.cs :ind 
to o a d ism al J · . . h . p ea~ure in go ing O \" cr c i \ 1 t! . . I , ,· r lie 111:inner 
m w 1ch he had b J d d d . h . cen c on, t hen ell!: ; !. 1 f ,· .t!·.,.-.1\·c; en c 
Wit a bitte r smil h · h h d h eat t e w:iy he l1.1d l-.1 . ! , ! , . 1. \1: t·riLJ1 to w hom 

e a s own Pe kin JI l · I b 'f 1 g, p u t IL ' ! , . . ! !1' L'\' l'' · u c 1 a 
eaut1 u , ch armin g j' . ·I l · · · · h lar itt cl iin _:~. '' ' ·.· · : ·1! .1r1,l :1ppe .1l1ng ; sue 

ge, soft br own eye , . l l , , 1 · ' An d h . · :in<. 11 i -'· .. · : ··:1,k d upc, n 11111. 
er pr omi ses N O I y th . w - -a r11,,· 1 · . : : .. . 111d 11o t :1 wo rd. cs, 
ey were all t h e ~:im c- 1 r . I nd 

the Ji h . ' · · ·· !"Ii . /\ , 1t g r ew :i re :1 
g ts we re p u t rJ11 .,. . 1 • i · ' (i d J ok ~ 

ing st ra i h I I r .. • • • . L r.~ 11! 1cd J n e r e t , O 
g t a 1 c:1 ( r, , I . l f I · 1 n cl Y 

rode back t I ' · · :; i t , ,11 ou r crt , J n C s1 e 
0 t 1e m e-\ , . 

r . 

After d in ner , w! ,,. : , l . . ,. . . d Jee 
loose h · . . · · •. i , d. 1:.~.11n o n w h1~l· y sod:1c; :1n f 

ISOp1n 1r,11· 11, ,, • , ', · ( J : j f IJ O self . f . . l , ll <:, C, 1C g rew wo r c;c W:1S tl 
.-pity . ·.xc c , . 1 1 1 · ' }' 

con t in ued ' ' 1 
:·. ' · 11 111111 J n cl m :ike a jok e of it, J ohn n 

l !) 111 · I •I . . d J3it C 
for rc..,,1 , - 1• • ' .it l en t J<>n . I did the be , t I cou l · 

" , Jn , , ,1 . J ) he 
m es, , :ind _1 1 . • i . / -' 11• : <J 10 ~Y h :id st o pp ed slccring at t d 
t o h c.:.i r t !·,· 1 .. , , .t( ,L]r n ine clisappr:ired for th e ni g h t . I ha 

• • 11 l 1 c.: beefi L'<.t1 t!I, I . j ng . 
· · · 1' 1 • c.:, th e · · of 

r ur, 1 . eve nin g Wit h a m:1g :1z ine o r book, 
1 m v C hine se B e J1 

I · , n otes . ut frequently in b ct we 
1 L· , t '-"i '> ni gh t s n · J f II f ' hcI1 

, 11 d . . ) ' ig 1t s u o vag ue lon g in g~, ,v 
- '' i l l t he n eed f d · ' . ' . e~ 

• · iiL n J f I f O · 0 111g som et h ing, gett in g so!11 d 
1 e t arfr omh om ' fl · · 1·f :1J1 r, cl u 11e..,s·I 'f h' I . e , as 1 ,v ere n11sc;1n g I e, · f 

' ,, . I y I t JS d f . b 0 
1 • -.•:,i ··ld, cou ld lead t <m ~ JO , c u t off fro m th e r est h 
' l1Lll, J-"rost 's l O an y thin g wo rth w h ile. D ur in g s it e 

I 1 r eg u ar aft er-di n b II I . f ·0 111 
.1 1c p. But I . ner e y -ac 1111g w:i s f ar 1 

r . . . w 1en at tim es th · , ble, 
J<JJned him in ·. e go m g seemed :ilm ost unb ca r :1 
I a v 1s1t to a Ch · . I h g 
t wa s th e t o h . m ese g ir o use in a neJrb y hut 1t17 • 

b I ug est k111d o f · · · · fof 
a Ott e of beer B I marine JOmt, b ut co n v en ient 

· ac <ed u . · }1e 
entrance ga te w P ag am st th e w all at th e sid e of t 

. as a sm all · f ~ 
unpaint ed tables a d h . ro om cont a111ing a bar a nd a e 
te f . n c air s. A w d . b tJC n eet 111 front f h oo en scr een standin g a O d 

o t e open d h , r oo r, s ut off a l arge court y a 

C ]I' 
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sh ade d b)' a b f 1 l l . n um er o 0:1'" tret? . A ong t 1e two sides :1nd b:1ck 
r;n 3 porch_, :1 fe w in che s :1bovc t he gro u nd, lc:1ding into :1 line 
0 room with din g y white curtains h:in g ing in the open door 
w:iys . 

b \v'hcn :1 g uc t :1r ri Ycd, the ro utine w:i to usher h im into the 
~ 3 ~d pcr su :1dc hi m t o h .1ve J dr ink . As soo n as the to othles s 

0 g irl s in charge de c ided that he WJS fi lled with su fficien t 
coura ge 0 r·· · d · · I dd d h b Th b I ' 0 inn 1ng Jn sm 1r · m g , t 1C) no c to t e oy . e 
i°y et out a h ow l. Th e o ld lug s led th e guest ou t in fr ont of 
~ le screen :1nd-1 ·' /,1- :1 girl stoo d in c:1ch d oorway u nder the 

3 lcony w:i ·t · f I· I I · I . B . I · 1 m g or 11111 to m:1 ,c 11 c 101ce. ut it t oo ;,_ a strong 
1113 11 with I · If b d b d · 1 b 11s o Jct o ry nerves n u m e y stro nge r r ink t 1an 

ecr to c :1rry the routin e to it s end. 
d Fr ost :1nd I fo llowe d :1 . rst em . \, ' e h:1d :1 table and c,vo ch:iirs 
/~ gge d out under th e st:ir ~ in the ce n ter of the y :ird and or dere d 

sing t:10 bee r. Dri nk in !; to:i st s co e:1ch othe r, we r :rn do,v n the 
com P3 n " · I I '1 I I · ffi d · · 1 d and h' ., ' p:1rt1c u :1r y t 1c S 1:rng 1:11 o cc an its off - 1:111 way s 
r e . _idd cn m otive s, the Ch inese :1nd t h eir rot t en h :1bit s, an d 

1111111sccd 11 d d f · d b k · "G d ' " A o n co cgc :1ys :111 n en s J C · m o s co untr y . 
e s s~i°n as we bcg:111 to feel sleepy , we di v ide d t h e empt y bottles 
t~ u :1 Y and very seri ously, :111d w ith s:1V:1ge s:1t isfac cion, crJshe d 

scree: 1 one by one ag:1inst t h e flow er d esig n pa inte d on th e wooden 
n. 

Th e m .· I d f . ar mes 1a Jcc u st omc d th e h ou se t o the qu eer ways of 
Ore1one d . . . . 

st e b rs a n 1t p aid n o att en t ion. A sp len di d way t o let o ff 
h ... an1~· I Was ab le t o ge t t o sleep befo re th e midni ght b iscu it 

,,,v '-Cr st d h 
H ow 3 rte . is ca ll. I fe l~ be tt er ,_t oo, in the m ornin g . . . 

of ever, wit h F ros t 's mmd ent!l' ely foc u sed on the fr a1lt1es 
Wom e d I . ou n an t 1e sh ortc omin gs of th e Chm ese, I was glad th at 
r Work I · d tha t I w <ep_t us Jp ::trt mo st of th e d ay . But 1t wa s goo n ews 

rnuc] as go 111g to see som e of th e countr y :iro und P ek in g . As 
I11on 1 as I love d the cit y, cove rin g th e nu rke t w as becoming 

Otonous . 
The ni I b f I11ake g 1 t e ore we left for Tun gcho w, we had the bo y 

eatin ~l ~ p arce l of sand w ich es-Frost r eb elle d at the id ea of 
catch g l 11~ese chow- and we r e up e:irl y the next mornin g to 

t 1e eig ht o'clock train. M r . Sung was at the station with 
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the tic ke t s. A l I h d Ii t1 oug ou r e~t in a inn w :Vi nn l\· , ,, :1~t· t \,·cn t,· 
fr om Pek in g , on accou nt of th e m:tn\ · l<•t .1 : : ; ' .1 1·ul l hour 
passed befo re w e arri ve d . A ll the <,t:i.tir,11\ -.. .-l :·'.· .11 l.l · . . 1 ~inall 
dep ot w it h w h ite p l:m ered w alh an d r ,, ,t' ,: · ,! , I 1,· t :lcs, set 

back on an elevate d di rt surfa ce e r!'. t·:·t· ! ·:: . 11 1,t.1,.,k~ . \\·h ich 
ser v_ed as the platform . Y oun g c:l m .1:1,I ! . ' . ·1:-r" u 11JcJ rhe 
sta ti on along the sid es and :it t H: l ,, ! . ._ :!.:11.~ w.1 <; neat 

and clean . Th e tow m w ere al w .1 ·:, · , ·. . 1 '· • .,_ , -.- , .1 nd t he b row n 
di r t wa lls cou ld barely be m.'n j;1 ' . . , : . 

As t he tr ain pu lled int rJ .t · : 1 · · , : ... ....-.1 \ - po l ice sc rge:in; 
stand ing on the p lat fo r m 1,1, ·:: ! . · I .. 1:1tl :i , m :ill sq u:id o·I 
police in bla ck u ni for m , ( ,_ . . · I · u ot:1 
h . , ""t :it :itte nt ron d 

t e tr ain stopJ)e d. ·r 11L... I e ' ' · · · :· .1 n d h i ~ :is, i., t :in t s r u 5 1 

up, the con du ct or :ind L: jumpe d off to m eet th : !11· 
Much bow in g :incl ! .ii ' , •< 11:: of th roH s :ind spittt ~g-
H awke rs w ith c l,Jt 11 . , . , . . 1 f d k f f u 1tS, --•."• . p,t ·. ,, t ca an b as · et so r 
pea nu t s, panc:ih· , 1 1 , . · : , , l . d b che 
'd f h . · · ' · .,rH crg :ire tt es, sq u att e Y . 

s1 e o t e tr ain , .. . r · I J l I t1 0 fl 
I · '· ' · ·:p :in t ow n ye llin g . T , c sea 

m ast er ookcc.l :ii 1 : . , : , 1 • . ut 
h · I · ·· · · ll:l \'Y watc h · h is f ri en d s drew 0 

t e1rs; t1cv c,111, . . ,/ .-, 1 I ' . che 
f F · : · .. 1· 1 c:ic 1 ot h er , w ith t he c lock on 
ra nt o t l1L· , 1,.. , , 11 l d . b lew 

h i J · . , · ·1 cc :in ges ti c ula ted . The ser gc:int 
S W ) J) f I~·. I I , · , 1 1 1 J I . d ., , f1 d 

h . · r( , too ::it att entio n . Th e co nd uc to t :i 
1,:itt u ,, 1, . . 1· 1 I h dat 

, ·I ·1 · · , ' .1'.'"'l rm t e pLnfo r m . E ve ry bo dy bow e . 
evcr 1. ''" . , . . 11 . bi JJ'l 
riull_-1 . ·1 ' · ic eng in e cw a v igo ro us not e . T h e era d 
- • • 1 - ' ·ry d :iy b" f ar tr, . 1 , , : . .. f · · ~ · a ig event, som et hin g t o look or VI 

' ,r . 
'' I Tr S h f J1 J. 1 • . I · un g ow ar was a li. He t old m e ch at 0 

• • ' ' l ' 11 t t hree Ii a · eh 
. · I .,. I I pp rox im ated one mile, but th at the Jen g 

,. it i t ie slope of ·h 1 d h'Il a 
" • Jl. r11i•,\1t be f [' t e an · If One Were climbin g a I h 

:. ou r t or ev fi d t e 
1, 11 v,,3 ~. If one we ' . en 1 v e, epend in g on h ow st eep li 
\ '.' :J, reduce d t 1 rel go m g dow n th e hill, the len g th of the 

o ess t 1an th TI f · the 1norc log ical th · re e. 1e m ore I th ou ght o 1t 
l is sys t em seemed h I wa5 
JY pony mul - w ere most of the trave 

' e cart , don ke f the \Y/estern. (As t' Y or oot-a s compared to 
mi n d) . ime w en t on I fo und no reason to chan ge p1)' 

At Tungchow the d I '9 
' ea er, a fine lookin g old gentleman i11 b.i 
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sixt ies, m et us w ith two Pek ing c:ut s. For :inoth cr h:ilf hour 
we bum ped on r :i du sty, deep ly fur rowed d irt ro :id befor e we 
re~ched th e cru m b ling w:i ll of the ci t y, :ind :in adde d fifte en 
m inu tes to re:ic h th e comp oun d. Bue in idc was a h :iYcn of 
rest . T he shopp in g d ist r ict took up onh a sma ll i oh te d sectio n 
and w:is almost los~ :imong t he h uge old ·t re clu e stood in grov e: 
back fr om th e ro . J or th ru c t hei r b r:inchc :iboYc th e fo ded 
~ alls of com po un ds. Th e cool shade and the quiet ga ve :i sense 
0 peace and ecu ri ty . 
b T~ ngchow w as an old , old tow n, and , :ilt hough seldom visited 
f Y eit her C hin ese or forei g ners , on c-wo occ:i ions In d achi eved 
~ /~ e._ I t h y on t he Pei ( 1 a rch ) R inr flowi ng into the Gulf of 
b : 1hl i. On ce th e Briti sh h :id hnded t roops at T u ngc how , t o 
~in g Pek in g to t er m s ab ou t t heir lc.1se on H ongko ng ; and b eer 

; e fo reign nat ions h :id m obilized th eir fo rc es t here dur ing the 
oxe r R ebellio n. 

b Most of the g rai n fro m th e north wa s pa cked in flat -bot tome d 
R~at , along th e sm ;i[l c:rn al an d creeks em ptyi ng into the P ei 

1~er and drifte d dow n to Tun gchow wher e it w ;is sort ed, pac ked 
aln d istr ibut ed to all part s of C h in:1. Our cigar ette dealer was 
a so th e I . d I . l I d I . d . . l ar ges t g ra m ea er m t 1e p ace, :111 11s er a e 111 gram ra n 
ta r Y in to m illions of Mcxic:i n dolb rs. H is age n t s w ere scat
er;i arnong the far m v ill ages and bou gh_c the grai:1 as it grew . 

d - e dealer was a de}i<Th tf ul old nun with charmin g m an ners, 
an a f o . d b pe r ect h ost . \ 'Vh en we arri ved :i boy ra n forwa r an d 
; at th e du st off our shoes with ra gs :itta che d to :i wo od en handle . 
fille dwe~e then ush ere d th ro u gh thr ee la r ge spacious court yar ds 
roe With gr eat oak s int o th e shang fan g (th e up per or receptio n 
in orn) · Here w e sat fo r a c leas t an hour d r inki n g t ea and pe ck 
go~ at Wate r m elon and pu mpk in seeds. Th en we checked the 

own st ocks 
Th . 

hi he· old m an led th e way, fo llo we d by the th ree of us and 
S C 1ef f h br d accountant. W e count ed the numb er of cases o eac 
an · dd d · tnont}~ a . e up the stoc ks on h and the firs t of th e p rev10us 

the l With the stocks rec eive d during t hat month; deducted Eve:;:h _rnade, and chec k ed the balance again st our count. G ood. 
ing Was correct. The older dealer bowed himself out. 
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W e went in to th t: ::icco unt .111t\ c/iil, .. 1•1,l i' ?l 

m on t hl y sto ck rc:p<Jrt. O u r d .1:, ·. j ,ih ·.1.· .1 , 1 

mad e ou t and sent in m y pc:r · ,, 1.il !11 ll ' · : 1 • 

. . (i 11 ished 
•• 1 ... 

, 1 , J .1 I rc:i d}' 
. k :1 :· 1 \ ' \\ or 

u I tl1c sug-and conditi ons of m :1rkc:t and L•, :. _. · 

gcstion co lum n; th ere: w c:rc 111 , , :. • :· 

appr en t ice. I t all '>cc11c:J en tire!::' i, 

'' I 

' l,, n~cr 3fl 

I~ u t ~\.it hi n 

less tha n a w eek I clun gcd my 111:,, !. Throug h 
Th e account an t w a<; :1 m,i .l 1 ·. 111 i 11. 

• 11ine 
Mr. Su ng I h ad a Ion ~ t.1 l :. I I t Wl' I1 1 \ -

0 .. I I tl;c d:iY ( t we n ty-e ight , rc :il ly , , in l ·· .1 \ , ·.1r , i l d 
( ll ·c<; :in he is bo rn ) ta ll, wc:11-hu ;lt . 1· ' <", l ll l', l l c 

h C l ; 1 ·~C · j\. 
t c smooth, fine skin tli i t i· . . , 1: :1 : l \ L·r ~· 1" i'"- ndlcd 
his birth he had bcc:n :1i1i1:·· , ,. 1kr .111d 11"w 1 ·11 JI rs 

( . ·I . t o .1 
all t he account ,, n :u ;'. i1 " l · , .il 1ry ci l \\ l ,c J-lc 

l f ·]othc <;. a year , plu s fre e !CJcl:· ..... ,, 1 1 !:r ,T L 1.111~c.., 0 l 

wa s h caltl1y and l , ,11 1.1 1 ·1-. :,_·d l1i111. cl' 0 er 
I I 1\·c 111 Sh or tl y bcL,rc 11, ,·,:, · 1 ,, 1 I ,!,·.ik r i,n ·it e( Ll'> tu 1. encl)' 

w it.h him. /\ t r1r , I : , 1 , 111 , d hut when \1r. Sung g · f1 
. , . . .. I occ:1s10 

poin ted uut t !:.11 I ·.·:• 111• .•.·, ,n11n, 1h.1t rt w :1, :1 '>J) t:(J .l l d co 
and t h JC i r ·.1 · ' 1 ' 1 ; ! ! ,_. I , 1 d ( .1 u.' n u t to :1 cc e pt , he g r u 111 b c 
him~cl r :rnd ·' "r •' j . d 

roL111 
T he: r e· ! 111: 11! ·.• . . 1, :1 t w o <,tori ed :1fh ir . On t he g_ cl :1SS 

( litcr :ill ,·, 1:. ,r ·:. 1· :1 :..:rc:1t op en roo m w here th e low ~rlc w~S 
, " s rl 

::i.t<:, ' l.l! · ·I , 1: r 1 Jl1:"·li licnchcs at lon g b :ire t:ib les. A t o ne ·. , witb 
t11c I. i · · '.' r1. I', \· Llie , t:iirw:iy w:i s :1 h u ge e:irt hen w :1tc r J:11 c" t.l~ 

. ' d -cs •' 
,n n I I ; ; 1. ,J . r i ( (i ,h sw immi ng :1round imi de. E ve r y goo 1 ,., it: 

. I I f the w :1, 
ri r.t .11 ( 1111.1 kid a spec i:ilty . T h i-; one was notc c . or r ofle 
L•:'1'..u ! f1·-,l1. We ~to p ped and cx::11nined . A waite r p u lled ou 1e,,r 

. . n · the 1 • i, 
.tf tu .tn(JLl1er an J poin te d ou t th e good po in t s. vcing v,;hP' 
c1>mcr , I ha d to choo se, and p icke d out :1 w ide D:1t fe llow 
t hey , :iicl w as a m and ar in. . , w:1ite( 

\'\ ' he n we were seat ed in one of the ro om s up st:11rs, the :1fld 
b h . . . - fo ces . d 

ro u g t arou n d hot, w et t owe ls w it h which t o w ipe out a.t'l 
h and s, th en laid on the ta bl e a num be r of bow ls, w ater111cl~nd:1rl' 
pumpkin seeds, damp, shelled pe::111uts , me lon pi ck lcs J !1 rc elai.t'l 
sauc es. At each pl ace h e put a sm all pewte r p ot and a P0 . htlY 

·th h · sl1g cup w1 out a andl e. Th e po t held wine-a r ice wi n e 

. ...-
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sweet , scn · d hot. \\ 'hen r:1king our order, c:1ch time the dealer 
named a dish t he wait er y ,!Jcd it ou t :it th e top of h is lungs, :rnd 
anoth r ,·oicc echoed it fro n below in the kit chen . At le:ist 
eighteen r t\\'cn t\· (bhc<; were s ' n ·ed, mc :1t chop ped :ind sliced, 
dr y or mi xed ,,·it!,· \'C"Ct:ibl , , t h b.1k ,d m:111darin fish del iciously 
seasoned wit h :1 sli~hcth · sw 'et 'ned :iuce, ending w ith bowls of 
r ice an d SC\'C Ld d i;l l' l'l,'I t k inds of soups. It \V:lS all new :1nd I 
enj oyed it thorou~hh ·, but as th mc.d pro gressed I could sec the 
disgust Frost w :is ~ryin_l.'. ro hid :1s he fidd led with his clwi.' st icks. 
O nce he leaned O\'cr ,1 11J ,,·h isp 'r ed , " It"s all cooked in filthy 
Water, :ind \\':ltch how t he w.1iter stic ks h i fi ngcrs in the bow ls 
when he pu ts th em down . Sick ening stu ff." 

Ch ow lasted more rh :111 two hour s. :1nd r:nhe r than w:1it two 
inorc for t he ncx t loo! tl':lin-Frost w:is restless- we h ired thr ee 
d~nkcys and rod e alon~ a n:irrow, w indin g cobble stone ro:id filled 
With squeak ing ,vheel barro,vs and mu le c:1rts, coolies :ind don 
key s, all hc:1yiJv hie.led . \Ve arriYCd :1t th e East Gate of Peki ng 
ju st befo re sun do wn . It ,v;1s the first tim e cl1:1t I l1:1d noticed th:it 
a 1110:-ic, hal f filled w ith stag n:1nt w:iter r :in :1round the out side of 
th e city w all. Sit t ing in :i, pond choked ,v ith water lilies w~s ;1 
~oo dcn flat bo:it g:iil y painted :ind dccor:ite d with an aw ni'.1g. 
t \Vas cr owded w it h m en and women sippi ng tea :ind chew mg 

~ ~terme.lon seeds . Sq u:1 ttc d. :1long the . c:in:11 wer~ white bea~~e~ 
. crs Wit h long stemm ed pi pes and bll'd c:igcs, mtent on t r :un ~:g their .canari es to nuff :ind si~g. In the b:ickgro~nd.stoo d a 

f gg~r \V1tl1 clq :,lnn ti ;1sis, hi s lef t hand a mass of 0 rey flesh a 
Oot d' h d 

"r 1n . 1an1.etcr :1nd reachi ng to t e groun · .. 
1 h" t l th e c1 I-le d1·a, nk '' even ing at t 1e mess Pros t w:is worse :in v · 

steadil y, an d 'p:1cin g u p :1nd down the court yard, lectur ed 
fluen·tl·y :1nd bi tterl y, on t he ph ysic:il hab its of th e Ch ines~, em 
Phas.12.1ng h is points by pok ing t he groun d ,v ith the st ick he 
car ried f l 

" or t 1at pur pose. . 
tl \Vau n ks !" he exchimcd, t hrusti ng the end of his st ick agamst 
A\~ sto '.1cs, "A count ry of w aunk s, four legge d :in~ two legge~; 

go, ng aro und wit h the ir d:imn ed m outh s dri bbled open . 
J.ohn ny laughed . . 

You mak e m e tir ed ," he said, ":in d you 're gettin g you rself 10 
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a fix w ith all th is r avin g . G et y our self a g irl :rnJ fo r ge t it. " 
Fro st p aid no at tenti on and co n tinu ed to t :ilk . Sud,ll'n lr he 

bur st out, rr!Jewa unl le d ! T h at' s w h at 's t he m.1t L'r \':id i you 
chap s. Yo u 're bewaunl led." 

Th e wo rd seemed to p lea se him . H e r c11c.1:u l it '-' '-l·r. il t im es 
wit h reli sh . J ohnny loo ked a t me and .~r:nrJL·<!. 

"Y . " F h · · l · · · \'C:d by cs, sir, rost we n t on, rs sp it e :11H \ 1 ·.· ,l! r f'l'ill \ 

the wo rd he h ad coin ed, " you f clL,,., ... . 11·· tl 1:11 1L·d wl' ll bt 
waunk. ed . Y ou'r e getti n g so me J to t lii , l.11_·. r ,1t t L·11 life cha t 
yo u like t he fi lthy Chin ks and th eir th 1. \ 11Ll .' ·" u lik e to h ear 
the m h ark and spit, and th in !; it \ .1:::· 1.;. \\. L·ll , b y go d , I 
can 't go it . Th ey' re l ike a h u nch 11( · '. , :' "· it h th eir m ou t h~ 
h an ging open all the tim e :rn d t' t: r !. Ii" ·.•:ittc d st:1rin g . I te ~, 
yo u , I' m go in g home b efor e I .:~L·t / , ·1 .!.uJ, ./ Ji .. :c th e rest of yo u. 

Th e n ex t mornin g, :1f t c-r :1 r , .: l .. ~ · 11 .1 , m :1l I g lass of L. ~ _P·• 
F ro st wa s h is t aciturn •elf 1" 1" 1:1d \'.

1
c ldr e:1~ly _for H:1'.tI:~ 

t o ch eck t he god ow n :1, '-'·l I. ,! i11 T un .~;u1ow. Th is t im e w e to 

r ickshas . Hai t ien w :1·, 11 · ! ,, : r ,111 t lie Su mmer Palac e, the rerredat 
· h I a -( fo r a wh ile) r; ( t hl· " 1 ! I: ·. : r L·, U o w::ige r and er eunu c 1 • 

vi ser s d ur in g th e !~ , ·· : : 1,: ,'.·" 1-'rom t he north g :1te t h e distan;( 
was abou t t wen t '- :1 I:, r1inc m iles, over a co b b lesto ne roa · 

. up O u r ri ck ~li:1 h, ,·. · · 1 1 , 1,, w n t<J :1 stea d y d og trot and kept it h 
the wh() lc w 1 i . . · ! :· : 1, , ,re r ick sha bo ys to gether cou ld go m~c 
farth er :i n d i" r i: 111 1,nc by him self . My boy, a t all strappi_n~ 
y ounc.; fell · · I . , ,I rrn ,">t ly on p anc::ike s, and t he da ys on whic_ 
h e c·,'. L: ! · . ! 1:1de :1ge, especia lly d urin g t h e hot weath~ r , 
I 11:1,1 1,, ' ' ·· · i: u .111 ex t r ::i five copper s fo r add it ion al pa n cakes 1n 
(;r J , :· 1 , 1 · ··,, u,1 h is w eight . 

· ne 
,\ 11 , : · ., .1v ()Ut we w er e fo llow ed b y be gg ar s, bu t onl y by 0 

.1, 1 : :1w . \\ 'here one left off an ot h er took up . M r. Sun g e~~ 
:·' · ·: 1L ,I t<i me thn th e beg g :1rs' gu il d wa s one of th e strongest 1d 
( 1. 111. < >LI Prince C h ' in g was the h ead laid dow n the laws an 
; ·,.l. ,c d h i, pe rcentage of takin gs . It wa~ rul ed and r eg ul ated lik1 
.il l the ()t her tr ade gu ild s. Each beggar h ad h is allott ed beat an. 
p:i id so muc h tax . Shopkeepers, accor din g t o th eir size an d t he ir 
b mi ness, were lev ied so mu ch . Ea ch d ay a reg ul ar cr ew of begga! 5 

called on every shopk eeper . 
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I once s:1w six u n u u :ilh · filt hy b ' gg:ir , som e " ·it h open sores, 
l~in g in the doo r w :1y of :i ,shop ; n Cl~ ~i n . 1 ·n Str eet. P:1 ser -b ) 
circl ed :iroun d ou t of th eir w :iy. T h polic p-1id n o attenti on . 
" I think m :iybe ," e.·p h i1 ed . [r . Sun g, "t h ~· :1 k more cum sh:1w 
and shop keep er ref me . So rh y end w or. t bcgg :irs h:1,·e got . 
Lie on doo rstep :1nd sto p bu siness un ti l h pke p r p:1y . Police 
can do noth ing . Pr ince Ch' ing m:ikc h w ." 

One of the bcgg:irs on the ro.1d to the Summer Pal::ice w as :1 
srnal l boy of t weh ·e or th ir tee n , w ho fo llowed the rick shas both 
going ::ind com ing . H e h ::id ro sy cheek s, w:1s ,ve il-built and ,v ell
dressed . He g reet ed us w ith a smile :1nd kept up a mu ical sing 
song, repeatin g O\'er :1nd ov er , r•JJsin ch ou, hsin ch ou., lao y a ti, 
hsin chou ." 

Li vclv 

st=0==i~~ c=--J~~-L tzj t ~ ,, (I 

h sin chou h ~in ,·ho u h o - y :.i t i h:::in ch o u 

r ith his :olea s::int g rin, good looks :ind fr iend ly m:1nn er he n:u st 
ave taken in d:1ily m ore than a gre :1t many shops . Every tune 

;ft erwards th:1t I v isited the Haitien god ow n h e w:1s on his bea t . 
~lways rnad e l1im run th e ful l leng th and g:1ve him a t wenty cen t 

Piece at the end . 

f A s at Tun och ow our w ork w :1s fini shed in fif t een mi nutes . I 
ou d I o , f 1· 
1 n 1ere the same friendl y courte sy :1nd p le:1s:1nt orm a 1ty 

t 1 at I h d f h Ch. F a met with everywhere so :ir amo ng t e me se. 
rose ate part of t he s:1ndwiches we had b ro ug ht alon g . But I 

~~ok. th e C hine se ch ow . I was beginni n g t o pr efer it t o Engl ish 
Y cooking . 

1f hen We arr ive d back at t h e office just before five, Johnny 
ea ed Us in and t old us t hat a supp ly of p ost ers and han dbill s 
0 n th e · 
a d n ew bra nd h ad arr ived and we were to start a post mg 
l;te:a;p lin g cam paig n r ight 'away . T hen he h anded Fro st a 
int : rost Was tr an sferred up countr y . He wa s t o leav e for an 

er1or t l · d 
to tak ?Wn , ca lled P aotingfu , as soon as anot 1er m an arnve 

e his pl ace. 

I 

1 
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"Well," sa id J ohnn y , ' 'I h ope yo u ' re c;:Hi<..fied n ow . Y ou 'v e 
tal ke d yo u r self int o it ." 

Fro st stare d a t t h e letter w it h h is , ]i~htl :,, rrntru Llin:..: h lu c 
eye s. W ith out saying a wo rd , h e left the office :rnd dr o ,·L.'. l<J t he 

Wagon s-Lit s. 
On the way t o the m ess, J ohnny sa id , .. , .':1il 'ti l l1L·\ hcL·n in 

Paotin g fu a week . H e' ll h oli er t hen . P ck in ~ \\·1111"'' ' · 11!. l· lie:n ·cn 
to him. Sendin g him ther e i<; Sh:i.n g h :i.i\ 0 ( mL·n :11 ! k liL:IJ :i.l
ways referr ed t o the main o ffice sim p ly :1, " 'i l1.111.~l1.1i" J w:i.y o f 

callin g for a sh ow dow n . 
" The compan y' s p o lic y is t o st:i.r t :i n L··:: 1111:1 , ,;l· t l1L.'. ,.1111c w :iy 

yo u teach a puppy to swim : t h rc>\': it i;1 , ' .v '-· :: , r :111d let it 
sink or swim . You're lu c ky to .~et .1 · · 1:, :11 1 1·1 ,L·L· l ik e this 
w here you can get used t o t liL· ( l,i ·1 , : ,:L· \'cJu'r e thro wn 

among them away from o lh cr (, ,:· . . . 
"What's the troub le w ith m , : , : t !1· :n t li :it net k icke d out ,., 

that way?" 
"Booze," r ep lied J oh n n y . .. _\· .. ·l 1i11_'.~ m i.~h t st art it. But 

it a lway s end s w it h d rinl :n., 1 .. . ,·11. n () li t. I t' s e:1,y to ge t go 
ing wit h a drinkin g crc,· .: cl . . \ f.t r ;i, I kno w , I'm the on ly 
foreigner in P ek in g t ll:lt c! ,. 11·, t, ,uc li a nyth in g . 

"Serve s F ro st r i.~lit . f J._· !, 1·! it cCJm in g . Alw ;iys r:i.lk in g :i.bout 

hi s trouble s an d t ill · ( l ::11.:< . . rn d .~et ling half sou sed ever y e~e
ning . Sh an g h :i.i k 11• ,•::· it - t licy \\'o n ' t k eep on w et nur sin g h un 
fo re ve r . I'm d :11Y111Lcl _:_:I.id lie \ luv in g, a n d I g ue ss y ou ::ire, to ~· 

A ll thi , w h ini n :: ,,( /1;" i, LJ.1d for us b ot h , an d it certain ly doesn t 

h elp th e com p .tn \ \ n :1m c a n y ." 
Y e,, th er e \\'L-rL· L w o , id es t o it . I loved P ek in g . I liked out

door l i fe, .rnd, :i! t lio u g h the jo b c alled fo r a lo t of d irt y wor k, 

5ti l l- hr , ,1.c or not- I had the ri g h t at a n y tim e to te ll th e cor11-
r:1n y tn .~<> to h ell, a nd get out . I w as n ot quite sati sfied, but left 
it ;it tlut . Luc ki ly , d r in k had no hold on me. 

>'r * * 
T he fo ll ow ing mornin g saw the beginnin g of the fin al ri_res 

()f my ini t iation into the company as a full-fledged, blown-io.

t h e-g lass member with full degrees. 
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f rost and I t , I I . I . r ic'· I . 5 .utc , o It, c.1 1 wi t 1 :1n In t erp rete r , an ex t r a 

s1a hllc<l \Yitl _ l . . \ . 
l , 1 cnt u n ·, . not 1er con t :11n rng ·u (Tc sin(Tle 

S 1C t p . ' .:, .:, 
l aste rs (:i. t:1.nd .1rJ ~,;re m '.1sur in 30" X 40" show in o-

:1 :irge op 'n J) ·I· f . . l ' .:, 
colored h ·:c _,L', o c1~·.1rcuc~ ;,,·1t _1 br:i.nd n:i.me and c:iptio n ) ' 

b l :indbd ls, :111J l\ ·n c 1ol1cs w it h :1 lon o- br ush r:10-s "'nd ,, 
uc . et f l 1 .:, ' . .:, .. .... 

a h L: of p.1,tc . Frusl tnok one secti on o f th e city :i.nd I 
not er fJ 1 . 

:ind b · . 1c p ru ccc u rc , ' .1 , fir st, I fo und :1 goo d w:i.Il loc:1tion 
o t:iincd . . f I I cl] d up · pc r1111ss1011 ro m t 1c :111 or ; the n th e cool ies put 

as 111:111)' I of f ·. po) t ' rs :1~ t 1c sp. lCL' would :i.llow; :i.nd whe n the sigh t 
a orei r>nc . . · . . . I j1 I .:, 1 sup cr n sing posr 111' h:1d dr:1,vn a goo d -size d crow d 
anccdo I ~. . ' 

hand bills. ut p:i.c , ccs while t he 111tcrp rete r fol low ed u p w ith the 

0 /t g~:1~ na st y ,v o rk -dcl il:e r:i t ely defacing h ou se" :1lls with :1 lot 
an ng sh . I d I I cl . samplin : ~ ou ti ng , . co ore p.1per .' I o:lt 1e 1~. A n d t he 

give g oo lies pu sl11ng :i.nd c lu tch ing :111d sn :1tc h 10g. I could 
our on]) ' l larg . a c ozc n o r so p:i.c kets before th e c row d arew to o 

e and st I . .:, 
Mr. S :inec :i. stamp ede . Sever al ti m es I called a cop . But 
me to u(g W:is :i g reat help . He n e, ·cr became exci te d, :i.nd caug ht 

By t~eep 111Y h ea d :ind t o ti m e th e r ight m om en t co le:i.ve. 
\Vas ,, ,11e end o f t he fir st d :1y I w :1s :d i in :i.nd depressed . So t hi s 

>V lJ t I l d . . 
beefed b 1:1. come co Ch111a fo r. Some o f th e th111gs Fro st 

a ou t w f l Fort ere n ot so :i.r w ron g at t 1at . 
ing out en d:iys I spent the who le of e:1ch spo iling walls an d gi v 
I srnash: ~n~ple c ig :i.rct tes and h andb ills. T here were nigh ts wh en 

eer bo ttle s with gre :it gust o and sati sfa ctio n . 



LATE SUMMER AND EARLY FALL : 1911 

th e ex -K aiser' s cou sin-PckJ11 g f /)n i ·: 11 11i :;I·! /1/c - 11 J1atriotic 
scrap on Te legraj;h Lane-the u, ca l!IJ1c1! u ,, 111.111 111 N orth China 

\ ( h I .'-: TII E DAYS O F T}-I E 

d yna st y Pe ki ng con t aincJ ;1 u 1r;, 1\1-, m ix t u re of forei g ners, and 
th ey live d a curi om, mi"<u l l : 1-c . :\ , :1 yo un g ma n st:irt in g out 
with the comp:in y t(J lll .1 1.c ::,,·n L :1m l h :1\·in g to pay my ow n II:ess 
bilJ, I was a minm in d ii ,l" 111.1tic ,ocic ty . But the to ta l fo reig n 
popu lation wa, onh .1 !1 111,l 1·u 1 an J mo st of the forei g n l ife cen 
t er ed arounJ th<: I-f ,',1 c I dv, \·.' agon- Li t s durin g t he aft er n oon 
an d ev enin ~ , :ind :·,, : 111L 11 cn1ly, in Telegraph L ane at nig ht. E~ 
elu di n g th e <::, 1_ Ju ·"..: ' . , uch :1~ amba ssador s, mini sters, ban k h ea 5 

and soc i:1Jly .rn 1:1.1 :,:u, :1ttac he s, it di d n ot t ak e lon g to d rum up 
all sort , a11d l. i:id , <Jt acq uaintan ces an d frie n ds, an d fin d p lcntY 
t o d o d ur i:~:: lc;· u n.: ho ur s. 

T he \ r JLJn ·· '. .,: uc lic~, of co u r se, spe nt m ost of t h eir sp are tiD:e 

at the h :; ;1,:_; 5 :·lub, at t h at t im e t he harde st drin k i~g club X 
t h e I 1r I .1·.t . I he E u ro p ean gove rnm ent s h ad a h abi t o f sen 
in :_; tl,l' r ilf - ra ff an d off -scou r in gs of th eir n obility t o P ek ing c_~ 
L'.l 't ri d d the m, and th er e the y could cut up and flaunt chctJ 

1 • l . h ' · l d · h SoJ11e ul rr .1 \ 1 t y to t 1e1r eart s cont ent wit 1out om g an y ar m. ·£ 
d t he t :ilcs th at leake d out fr om tim e to time sounded as ! 
t h .:y wer e dra w n as case hi storie s from a p sychop athia se:x:u~li5• 

Life in the bun ga lows back on the Western Hills where legatio!l 
S4 

- -
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wives retreated for the summe r, th ir husb :rnds on week -ends 
was n d f · ' oce or It s unm oralic y. 

Paul Reinsch , conscn ·.1ti\' , a schol:ir, an d Yery much of a 
gentl emen 1 \ · . . , was t 1c J menc: 111 mm1stcr . In additio n to h is 
regu lar staff, he l1:1d und er h im a gro up of youn o- men c:1lled 
stud enc i t " · f 1 . c, ·I . n er prct ers, m ost o t 1em JUSt out of col leg , t:1kin g a 
t 1rec-year c . ~] . f. I . . · our sc 111 11nese as a par t o c 1 1r tr :11ning to ente r 
upon a d · J · 

d 1P ornat1c career as vice-con sul . John ny :1nd I s:1w a 
goo de:il of th em Jt the \Vago n -Lits an d occasio na lly at th e 
mess. \X! I . . 
rn:ir · . e a so nude a numb er of i ne nds among the yo un g 

ine l1eutcn :rnt s. 

0 Din ing :it the \ \'.' :igons-Li ts ,v:is too cxpe n in for :111y of us, but 
11 S:nurd :i · d d d' · 1 h d ea I . · Y evcnm gs we onne our mn r pc (ets, :1 an 

tl1r Y6- eighc o' clock in C hin :1 wa s early- d inner at ho m e, and 
e rst . 

sy one s to r each th e h otel he ld a t ab le fo r t he rest. This 
lo~~em enabled us to obta in the best location in t he lobb y, to 

111a <:_o_ver the tour ist s :ind other transie n ts and w:1tch th e Ch ine se 
· g1c1an J 

old " I ' w 1 0 appeared week ly as atmosp here, an d w as ca lled 
repe 1° Leng T eng" on acco un t of th e me :111ingless p hr ase h e 
coff ate as a pa r t of h is patter. Since we sippe d afte r dinn er 

ee and ]' · 
atn, J iqu cu rs 111 t h e gr:111d m :rn ner and :1lso add ed to th e 

osp 1ere · dd' · h 111ent ' 111 a 1t 1on to being ste:1dy customers, t e n1:1n:1ge-
it11zn coluld make no kick . Never th eless, t he sto ut Swiss in his 

acu ate d ' alwa inn er cl ot hes ,va lked on pi n s :.tnd n eedl es. He could 
, Ys exp J . d 1 Part y h ad e~c t 1e worst befo re the evenm g was ov~r an t 1e 

heated _ adjourn ed to T clegr :1ph Lan e- such as th e m ght of th e 
Th ~ gu me nt over the h and ling of a revo lve r. 

With : o_ur Was ab out t en o' cloc k. Th e lobb y w :1s crowd ed 
fron, ~i°l'lrs , ~ Ost of the m elde rl y, an d t ired , sop hi stic at ed faces 
Pullin 1r ega ti on s. Old "I Ko Leug T eng" was in th e mid st 
our ta t ! 1uge bow ls of water from beneat h hi s silk cloth. At 
Were a ~th ere we re eig ht of us-thr ee yo un g m arine lieut en ants 
fi rgu 1n g b' l Ve Col f 1t t er y th e best way t o h andl e an arm y forty-
h t or 'd fi ad ri se f ra p 1 re. Finally , a red-h eaded, slend er ch ap who 
lninuce ,? h rorn th e r an ks , could st and it n o lon ger. "\ Y/ ait a 
0£ tn.in;.,, e mutt ered, " I want to show you fellows a little stunt 
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H e jump ed fr om hi s sca t and di sa pp eared up the st:i in v ay ::it 
th e back . 

We sat looki n g a t each o the r, wo nd e r in g wh:it lie n ·:i , up co. 

He h ad been drin k in g h e:ivi ly :111J we we r e :i b it t11H:.1, \· . f n :1 

'.e"'.' min u t cs he r et urn ed. T mm cJi :n cl y h e w .Vi , L·.nu l, lie r l·.1chc d 

in sid e hi s coat , pu ll ed ou t Ii i., f u ny -iI ,-e, held it u 1!lkr rl 1L' r.1bl c 

and ~a id, "I'l l sl1o w yo u a t r icl· ab rJu t r :ipi J ti r i11.~. ( ) n c ll( yo u 

hold a wa tch, a nd w hen 1 '>:1Y, 'r ea d y, ' <,t.l rt cu t111t1n:..;. T lic r est 

of yo u fe llow s watch m y h a nd." 

N o o n e h ad any id c :i ye t w hat he w:1, ,t;<Jin~ r .. , l, ,. Bu t one o_f 

the fe ll ow s took o u t hi s watc h. T h e.: l iLlllL·11.111 i'u !k d h.1d; his 

chair, said, " go ," anJ threw up t h e lc,11.~ l1.1rrLlk, I ,c;u n, ;ii111in g 

at the b ig c r y st a l c h :indeli c r , u , p u1 d u l J rc,111 t !1L' LT ll l<..'f of chc 

cei li ng. T h e tri g g er clicked, th e.: r n ,, !\, r 1.:.. !1:r kLi ,\ , · if tl y :1round 

h is forefinger, another c li ck, c,n )-, ,,,(r l·r . . 111d :1n o th er w hi r l

a ll o ne motio n in rapid ro ut :r,n · , j-,; "l1i rl ,-, ix c lic k s. 

W hen the gun appear ed :1!1,1, c r lw t.J! ,k , I h e:1rd :1 scr e:im, but 

w~s t oo in t ent t o loo k u p : t !ll;J , !1L· b .1d <i..;r o und of my con

sc10 u sne ss vague ly t<><Jk in r l,L. ,, 1unJ , u f runni n g fee t, m ore 

sc ream s, furniture , t r il. i ,1:~ t i,L IL,. ,r :111d c r :i'ih of brea k in g g b ss, 

At the fin ish , I looked u 11 ·, ii )1 .t ·,i.~h , :inJ sudden ly bcc:1111c aw :1re 

~hat the lobby :1rr1u11,i 1• .... ,. L111p~y; overt u rned c hair s we re ly-
in g b esid e bro ken ),r,1 r ' · •• 111d ,i..;l.1,,L, tr ick l ing o ut liquid s ; round, 

starin g eye s p ecr L·d ir ,, 1,1 i>Ll,in J the tab les · "I K o Lr11{!, Tr11g", t he 

Chin e~e bo y ,, :in , ! 1!,~ .\ 1.lllc hu offi c ia ls a~ d the ir wives h a d dis
appe a r ed. 

From acr ,,·. tl,L· d c, k t() p a t the fr o nt th e di str :icted Swiss 

m an :1,c.;cr r .1:,, :I !,i ·, IJ l(Jnd e head. "Put that away," he shrieked 

wa v in ,c.; l,i, :1r1rn . "C cJ :iway -go away-you ruin my hotel. pvt 

t h:1t .1\\ ty :111d .~o ! Go a wa y quickly!" 
B ut ·,, ·L ,,.:er e: w:1tc hing the li eutenant. He had opened the 

br (·n 11 .rnd w .1, '>h ow ing u s the chambers, in every other one 
cl ,, :cl u l look ing for ty-five c artrid ge . As fast as he covld, 

b.1rLl:.· lic, it:1t ing in hi s w hirl, he h a d pull ed the tri gg er full coclc 
c,,1 L·Kli e mpty chamber, and half-cock on each loaded one! 

c.,.,,"n cr or lat er in the Wagons-Lies one ran acro ss every o.ne 

in Pek ing-from Russian pimps who imported girls froJtl 
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O dessa t o I J · I · I f . ' t _1e 11g 1est ti c e ro m En gl:i nd :rnd Europe . The 
gr e:1test fo r e, o ] .. . I · h l 
d .::,n c 1:11 :1c te1 t 1e c it y :1s ever ~nown \ \'JS R oy An -

er son ad vi se . t f I b' ·1 . I . ] 1 '. • 
1 o one o t 1e 1g 01 comp:inies, w 10 spent his d:iys 

W1t 1 11s st o u t b d d . I d h . I . o Y sq ueeze int o t 1e cpt s of :1 club ch:iir receiv -
m g C 11nc se o ffi · I d f · t · A . . Ch ' ci:1 s :1n o rc1g n a1pa11s. n Amenc :in born in 

the 1~ j ~,e spoke :i h:ilf -d oz en di:ilcct s as fluently :1n d perfec tl y as 
. _11ne se them seh · s :1nd, h :1, · in g :i reputati o n fo r ab so lu te 
inte g rity . Id d . . 
h , w 1e e g re :1ter pcr son:1! mflucn ce w it h the Chi n ese 

t an any tl f . . l o 1er or e1g ner 111 t 1e country . 
I f ~oth er per son:i li ty was th e B:1ron, co u sin of th e ex-Ka iser. 

0~ i, sf yo uth he had run throu g h hi s b:1roni:i l est:1tes, w:1s thron 'n 

her O ~oun, and on ly save d him self by m ar ry in g :111 A m erican 

tl tess In sea r c h of a title. His h :1bit s m :1de it imp oss ible for 
1e1n t · 1 d' 0 stic ( together, but they h:1d :i d :1u 3hte r :ind if t h ey 
rvorced tl l ' Id solv d ' 1e c 11 wo uld lose the titl e of b :1ron ess. Th e heir ess 

the; the pr~b lem by h:1ving :1n agree m ent drawn up g ivi ng 
on h ar o n an m co me as long as h e rem:iin ed wit hin :1 r ad iu s of 

e undr ed mil es of Peking. ·.· 

a Sta i:din g at t h e b:1r of th e \\'I :1go ns- L it s, g r:1vel y but g r:iciou sly 
ccept zng d . . I· . . . . 

bu·J a 1111 '-, the B:uon was an 1mpos rn g sight . A h e:1v il y 
It tnan b . . 

str . I a ove :iver:1ge hei g ht and w ell oYer sixty, h e st ood as 
a1g 1t . . . 

fe at u a_s a r:1mrod :ind swagge red an ivo r y h ea ded stick. Hi s 
Kai se r; s, includin g hi s white imperi:11, cl osely re sembl ed t h e ex

in h·r sl. A nd t o add to hi s impre ssiv ene ss he sp orted :1 m on ocl e 
IS ef t · I f 1· fedo . eye, wore cocke d ove r hi s e t e:1r a g re en lta 1an 

a bi ral Wit h a feat her stuck in the side , and dre ssed d:1y tim e in 
ac < cue · d I I I ways . away, grey striped tr ou sers an patent- eat 1ers-:1 -

hi s d With a b o ut o nnierc-al ways immaculate. Onc e :1 month 

Bo"· octo r _stopped his drink s :1nd put him on diet for :i week. 
vv eve r 

one se . ' 111 a Ru ssian caf e chantant over on Tele g r:iph Lan e 

excep:t in tl;e orchestra was empty, and one tr:1p drum w:1s silent, 

the Ba ~n ~edne sday and Frida y ni ghts after ten o'clock when 
h. •ton in f 11 . d d . 1 · . . rs but ' u evening re ss an wearmg 11s carn a tion m 
of the t tonhole, played as seriously and strenuously as the rest 

I roupe. 
saw hi . 

came d in at his best when Georgie and the blue-eyed Britisher 
own from the interior for a breathing spell. Before leav-

,.. I 
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in g fo r Ch in a G eorg ie was scene sh ifte r o n the st:1ff o f Gco rg.e 
h . . · c G eo rg ie M. C o an and, like th nus:i n cl,, of <J hc:r ho) s :it t h.: lil11 ' d 

wo rsh ipp ed him an d im it:ite d hi ~ ~!ouch :ind n:i ~.1! t w :i n .g :inh 
the way C oh:i n t a lke d out of th(: ~ide of hi , h:1!f -c l1,~L·d rnoullc · 
Th f C l ( ) r 1"1n :1 y, e n am e, Geo rgie, t oo , he h :id t:ike n rom c, 1.1 11. . .... 

he h ad com e o u t to m ake C olu m bi:1 r eco rd s. 
Th bl I l . I ] ,.·1 le cn ck ney. e ue-ey ecl Briti sher w:is :1 t 1in - 1p ' L"L d 

B hh d { I ll 111g :in ot a been u p in th e m ou n t :iins or :i 1111 1\t .1 ' l' .H ~L , 

1. f h · r. 1 I · · ·ti c \\' :igo ns-samp m g or t e com p any . G eo rg ie co n 11 .,·1 ' 1 ·' 1 · • he 
Lit s bar th at t h ey w ere bo th m :ik in :· .1 l i ' 1 r,. , '111t lur ed \

0 
J · r •n ucst ve ry gu t s of e:ich o t h er. f-Ic bcg~c me 1" j'll l 111 :i L - 1 

go back w it h hi m , but I r efu sed . J 

"No ,"h e sho okh is h e:1d , "I d, JI1' t · 11;' :', ,. ·. ,, 1 "·r n il d . Pr ob:tbf '/ 
I . or th ere's som e thin gs y o u wo n 't d ,. '.l 1·!1 d, i :in y tin i g h 

mone y . I so ld and w rote ofT mri rc ·' i : ' : 11, in cl clo ih r s wart 
. l ,er fo ot of sam p les in less t h an t hr c:c m r·1.1' I . L· c k .111ec. up O\ 

I. y b as-th ou sand sinc e I' ve been u p 1' : l', :1t t lut go cld:im im I e 
cl . . d nd ta c ta r 's sl k. I-Ie 's got me he 11. 11- ',I tr;p with a am e a rds 

the mon ey out ter h er ',t , ,c l i11 c;;1·1·- cr my- rce-ga 
to- er-B roadw y r-r 'Y. . . . " . ht 

Wh en th ey ar r iH d ,, 11 11 ,. , 1: ·.Tn ,,r,n t r :iin t h ey m ade st r :ii~ f-

for the W agom - J.;t , \ , , :· I ' :t·:: ":ere ~ren d in g fr eely . B~ ~jch 
past five th e nc" ,.' I · •1r , .id , :111d t h e phce w as packc ers 

h i l JI I d . d ve nttlf youn g att ac e'>, l,1111. , l•T 1, :in l :1 t 1c n o n escnpt a w !l 
· II f J · unkn ° continu a y w :11,,!, :<11·; in :111d o u t o Pe u n g o n . he 

b . I . h v 1n a- t u sm ess anJ m• · ·.rir, 11, crr: 111ds. Li t t e G eor g ie w:is a O !l· 
. . . . . . . Baro 

tun e of h 1'> !1(, ,_1,· _:·1ai11in g the courtly and aw e-m sp1nn g . ::i 

At t en h e 1;1 ,: r ed d in ne r fo r th e crow d, fif tee n or m ore, 111-we 
pri v:it e ri;, 1111. th e t :1ble pil ed hi g h w it h flow ers . At elev enha!l, 
wer e m•iunt t.d rin ch air s drinkin g champ ag ne t oasts to. Co the 
th e B.rn 1n . the Ka iser and Geor g ie cr:i shin a g lasses into 1 

. . ' b ., B ro1 ' 
m. irlik f1 rci1hc c. A t midni ght fruit was served, and the 3 se 
c.ir d u II" aJ j usti n g hi s m onocle, selected a bunch of hoth~~!l 
.r;r.1pn .111J t hr ew them at th e face of a b eautiful nude frescoe h t 

th e nrpo sitc wall. As the di sh was pa ssed, each one took a 5 ~r 
at t he lov ely lady holding a water jug. By the time the manag ·e 
arrive d the wall was a vivid spattered purple-blue. Georgi 

Shel!illg jJcas f or th e mid-m orning m eal 
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g ave him a cheq u e for $7 5 O co co v er th e d ama ge, a nd t he parry 

left t o coo l off w ith beer in T ek g r a p h L an e . 
T eleg r ap h L an e wa s beh inJ t h e leg:i ti o n s, m ade up o f 3 r ow 

o f woo d en ~h acks an d be er g:ir d en s ~et bac k o n a w id e u o u lC\·3 rd . 

So me h ad orches t ra s, some h ad a ut om a tic p h y en , bu t :-di h ad 
Ru ssian g irl d anc e p artner s. Unt il te n in t he cn 11i11,c; t h ey we re 

f ull of n on- coms fr om the leg ati o n g u ar d s. /\. fta t h .it, ,111Y o n ~ 
b elo w th e r ank of a m ini s t e r wa s l ike ly to be ,i;..:lit cd . \fo st ? 
the j_oi n ~s w~re ru_n b y R u ss ian s w _ho m cd _the m ,1, ,l cu,· cr W~l'i: 
tr ading m g ir ls shi ppe d from R u ssia, pri n c1p .il l :, ( l tk , , .1, r h ro _g 
V lad ivos t ok o r H arbin , an d tramhi p pc:d l.1tn t<> t h e fo reig n 

. I , lowe r Por ts . Th ese slave s were a d u lled bcJr :i" "l u l /1,t I r ,1m t 1e ' :·-,,'-, . t 
cl asses and d re ssed a like in low-neck , ~li ,nt. ( .11H.:y co t to n p nn 

fr ocks , but the sord id du mp s s:iw m :111~· Ii, l·l:, 11i,l'.li t ~. 
It wa s a t one of t h em , J enni e:\ /\. mcric .111 li.1r , t h :it I fir st rn et 

th e Sa r ge , t op se r gea n t of t h e / \ m u ic .rn m :u in c, , :in J beer on e 

o f m y b est fri end s. A lread y J !·.n ew .JLll ll ic i11 :1 bu ~in ess w ay fro r 

p u shin g off hi gh - gra d e br .111d ·, 1,11 l 1cr - - .1 rurc of my job. Ea r f 
· · h I · · I · P I · g at du s { o n e cve nm g 1n t e a t e , u m mcr - 1t J'> p c::1):.int 1n e u n • . d 

in th e la t e summ er - I \lr o lkd ,,1.n to J e nnie's and sh e in v it e 

me in t o th e back room l<J 11.n c ;1 d ri11k . T h er e, st r etch ed ou t ?1n 
·1 f pi -a ru g - cove r ed cou c h wi t !1 Ji ;. k ·.1J b o l) tere d up o n :i pt e O d 

lows , l ay a hu g e bul k in m .1rillc uniform with loo sen ed belt an! 
. I . I ds t 1e unbutt o n ed coa t. 1 fc \':.1·, :1 prJw c:rf u ll y b uil t m a n , 11s un . 

size of h am , . \ \.' c u l l.u ! (1Jr J n h o ur or more. He h ad bee n i~ 
Pek in g as :i you n .~ c"rpc ir:i l du ri ng t h e Boxe r tro u b le an? to ,t 
t a les of th e ,ic .~t.·. Jl~1L11:1111 W e:ile 's (Le n ox Simp so n ) Jm/,sc:\ 
L ett cr.1 f rr 1111 f ', ·/ · 111·, ,.,.1,· c a IJic ture th a t w as mu ch t h e sa m e, t.lh . , ,..., b t e 
omitt c:J t he r.1111. d cui ]c; of loo tin g and slau g h te r d o n e Y 
for e ig n sr,!Jic r~. ,, 

"T he _l.1p.1;1c, c we re a m urd ero u s lo t w it h th e ir b ay on ~ts , _ 

c;:iiJ th e <;:ur .~t.·, "for t h ree d ays runnin ' w ild sti c kin g th e C h 1~\ 

rn L·n :llld .~r;ibb in' b oo dl e. The rest w er en ' t m u ch b e tter 0
11 

h-1J , , ' c bt.·Ln to ld the va lu e o f th in gs . The poor d ev ils of Chin y rn e d 
d :d n ' t k n o w w h at it wa s a ll a b o ut, an yway , and we re sc~e d 
tu dcJ t h . 'Twas l ike t ak in' mu sh from a b ab y . Th ey fin all y /,, 
i , J k cc p all t h e so ldi er s in b arrack s 'ti l th ey go t th eir sen ses b ac · 
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Th e Sar ge in t ro du ce d m e to :1 num ber of hi s p:il , an d a month 
or so la ter I wa s in fo r m ed ch :lt t h e com m itte e h:id electe d me an 
honorar y mem b er o f t h e er ge:in t s' clu b . At the :1nnu:1! di n ner, 
he ld in t he y:ir d of o n e o f the jo in t s, I s:it by the S:ir~e :ind l1:1ve 
neve r be for e or sin ce seen such wh olcs:ile entimcnt:ility . 

J\ gre :it r iv :.ilry e: iste d ben vcc n t he Americ:in m:i r ines and 
th e Bri ti sh le g :it io n g u :irds . At time s it broke ou t in to brawls 
that to re up the Lrn e :ind ended wi t h :i number o f p r iv :ites on 

b_o't'h _ides l:in d in g in th e ju g . The "F roggi e ' ' :rnd the " Sp:i gh et 
tis d id n o t count; th ey w ere mi ld l ittle f ellow s n ot w orth y of 
atten t ion, and the " Ru s.ky s" were n ot p:iid en ou gh t o w o rk u p a 
good sp ree and be side s, off t h eir ponies the y n e\'er kn ew ho w t o 
handle th em c;elve s. The Brit ish ,vcrc ok ey scr:ippers . 

Th e Am er ic:in m:irin es were so to u gh they were t h e onl y gu ard 
not :illow ed to c:irry b:i yo n ets, :in d the S:irge w:is the t ~u gh est 
of t h e lo t. I3y th e r ioht o f :i thu nderin g vo ice :in d the mig h t of h" . 0 ~ • 

is mas sive fi st s h e ruled the ro os t . He h :id be:iten h is way 
thr ou gh the enti re r:ink s :in d h :id cle:ined u p th e p r ize bull ies of 
eve ry n ati on :ili ty in P eking . So w h en a new B riti sh top serge:i nt 

- a tow-he :ided , lu m ber ino- o i:int of a Sco t chm :1n- c:1me on th e 
see · b b \ 1 1 I . ne, excite ment r an h igh . Th e news spre:i d t u oug 1 t 1e eg a-
ti o~1 q u arte r s; · ev er y o n e, hi gh and low, was p b cing :i be t and 
w a1tin f I I I g or t 1c Sco t :in d Sar ge t o c as 1 . 

Th e collis io n ca m e one nig ht wh en the Metropolr was crow d ed . it _the end of the b:ir ne:i r th e b ig Rus si:rn stove sat the Sco t . 

. esidc him a b b ck-eyed Olg a (every cafc cha11ta11f in Ch ina h ad 
'.ts O lga ; th is w:i s the one ; it h t h e pale face, t h e one who d ressed 
111 bi I . Th B r b _ac ~ an d red ;in d d ance d \.Vit h h er shoul d ers) · e aro n " as 

eat in° h · 1· I · l 1 · F o or five g irl s b 1s 1tt e sn are d r um 111 t .1e ore 1est1 a. u r 
Were · · d 1 b · ou m1x1ng am on g th e g u est s. W h en I en t ere ' ro u g 1 , o1ster -

s good h u m or floo d ed t he p lace . 
.._ A.~d the n th e Sarge burs t int o th e roo m. H e sw:iyed sligh tl y 
c evid entl y h e h ad b ee n dr inkin o h e:wily . G lancing arou nd , h e 

Paullght sigh t o f Ol oa sea ted wi~ h th e Sco t , wa lke d ove r and 
u ed h b 

Th e ~r u P by one arm . . 
tal} b ig Scot slow ly un r avell ed hun self . He w as a half -he ad 

er th a S ' l n ar ge. He g r asped Ol ga s ot 1er arm. 

) l 
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"L ook " J I h " y e , m o n, 1e dr :n v kJ , " vc he 111:1( ; ye c:1nn:1 c o t o t . 
" W h o' s g iv in' n rJ c.:r, , m e bu c :c;~,, t h C' S.1r.1~~ ro:1red b :1cl· ; :1nd 

lea n in g ov er , he p lant ed o n t he £:ice o f the Sc o t ::i d.1p tl 1.1t ech oed 
th ro u g h th e room . 

T a b les a nd ch ::iir s w ere ~lHJ\·cd h :1ck :rnJ p 'lcd :1.~:1in ~c tl:e 
wa ll s. T h e c row d m ::id e ::i c ir c le . T he t w() ::;i:1111, \lrippl· -1 r, > thei r 
w ai st s : th e S::ir g e, p ow erfu l c, f ch C', l ::inJ ·)hou l,lcn t o t he po i~t 

of d efo rmi ty , lon g h ::iir y ::ir m s k n o tt ed wit h rnu , lk , : t he b ig 
Sc o t, sp len d id ly b u ilt, l ik e th e st ::itu e o f :1 C rc l·L v: rl·, tk r. They 
sh ook h and s. 

Th ey fou g h t w it h b ::ire fi ) t s. 'o r rJu1Hk "\.,· ,, , cco n d s. f or 

rul es, on ly a sense of fa ir play . . h 
F or a n h our , p erh ::ips m o re, th cv hnt < 1 li r,t ha unt il bo t 

w er e m asses o f flesh batter ed :1lm r1\l .hc:,·,,1.d : ,, ";.:n; t io n . No mcr 
slu gg in g m ::itch. Bo t h wer e g r :1du ,: ,I t: :l · r<Juc;h-:1 n d - tumb e 
sch oo l of so ld iers. T h ey h :1d m •, :·l' : ! 1,1 :1:, l i1rn:n t:1r y sk ill; bul 
cl in che s we r e fe w . To w :1rJ ·, th,· 1 :id , ,: ,I i' d .1/cc.l, t h ey h am mer e 

each o ther unm er c iful ly . f 
Then th e Sar ge wh ip pl'd :1c~,, .. :1 r :~h t wi t h th e fu ll for~e ~f 

h is body behind it. T h e \ ( ,,: 1h ' ., d :1n d t he bl ow sp ent it se 
in the air . But t h e S.ir :· · I. ,,I ,/: , ,,1·wd h is lef t g u ard-fo r a 

• I , J e an 
fr ac ti on o f a seco nd . 1\· : I· \ L,,L \lr: 1i~ht ened , h e let oos . 

h · ' ch 1J1· 
u pper cut t a t h nc.Jcd :1 ,J,,t ·ni ,,~ hlow fu !l o n t he Sar g e s Ja)' 
T he Sar ge st agg ered , i, '.,11,l:: , l,H,l:c cl rnr pn scd and sudd en ly 

spraw led on th e n ,,r, r . Tl1 e c ro w d ye lled . h is 
Bu t th e Sa r .~l' l.1v rJI1ly fo r 3 seco nd. W h e n he go t u p 

set g r in w:1, d i, 1)1 ,•_c d liy ln r , h l in es of determin atio n. . . bt 
T h at b lo w c., 1· r t lie Sco t t he fight . H e h ::id sprained hi s r :g d 

h and ancJ w.,, u :i .1li lc to fo llow up. W h en t h e Sar ge r eg ain h e 

h is fe e t , t he S( ,,t r m h ed in , r a inin g b low afte r bl ow , but t d 
Sa r g e crr iu clic~I :1ncl_ ~ov ered - and wa ite d. Th e_ bl ows lac ~~e 
for ce ; t li 1:: r c rr ~p st ri k in g p ow er w as go n e. Th e ng h t fi st of 

Sco t .c::1, c :1.~:1im t e:ich sho ck . d 
T he S.1r~ e m ust h ave k n ow n. He sudd en ly str a ig ht en e ·£ 

d ro rn ed h is guJr d an d let t h e Sco t pu n ch a t w ill. Then , as 1~ 

~c:_m ing _th e end, also ope n ed u p . Fa ce to fa ce, th ey sto o? sltJ~ 
g ; n g w ith eve r y ounc e of th eir str ength, blows suffici ent 

LA T E SU ?v1Jv1ER AN D E A RLY F A LL : 191 1 63 

, t.1.~_;cr Jn ox . Th e roo m tremb led fro m t h e ro:1rs o f th e crow d . 
,\ cont est o f b ru t e t ren g th :1nd en dur.rn cc. Blc di n g :1nd 

torn , gro gg y :rnd rock in g o n their feet th e:, sh ~h d a,v :1, ·. Bu t 
the b low s of th e Scot Ind lmt th eir c ru . h ing fo rce . H e was 
beaten ofT hi fe et. T hr ee ti m es he went do'\\·n on h is k nees. 
Th e t hird ti m e lie r em:1ined :1 second , swayin~ back :1ncl fo r th , 
th en w it hout w:1rn in n pi t ched fo rw ar d and b y on th e floo r in 

h ,., 
a eap. 

A fter the ir frie n ds h 3 d t ake n th em ou t a nd cl ean ed th em u p 
a b it , t he Sco t w en t b:1ck to hi t ab le :1nd s:1t wi th h e:1d in h rn cls, 
s~bs rackin g h is h u ge bod y . T he S:1rge s:iun ter ed ove r :ind ch p ped 
him on t he b :1ck. 

((D , 
" on t t ak e it so h :1rd , bi g fe llow ." 

y , Eh , but ye l ic ked m e, m on , 3 n d a bi t dru nk ye w ere a t th ot . 
c}c t he fir st t o do u t ." 

Ye're a h ellu v :1 goo d m :1n , Scot t ie. 'T is th e on e tim e in t en 
Years a m,., I I I d d " L.i1 1:1s .;,n oc .;,e m e own . 

Th ey sh ook h :1nds. 

* * ,:. 

On th e nar row stre et be h ind th e L :ine di ffere nt k ind s o f figh ts 
r aged. P . · I f · l · · 1.c1c st ood t h ree lar ge old bn ck h ou ses, so :1 oo Ill t 1eir 
sereni t d · '. J f 1 1 
f Y an qui et that th ey mi gh t h ave been t a ~en o r t 1c 1om es 

0 consc · f I · I h rv at, vc b ank ers-:1nd after a :is 110n t ,e one on t e 
corner l · G CJ . ne x t to H atam en ,v as. It w:1s owned by Fr :1n uc . o to 

11na f Id · and n o:' and phce a g las s of scotc h be ore a tr ue o tim er 
corn n_1ent1on th e n:i m e, Frank ie; the n watch t h e far;:i.way look 

e int o h · d l ' 1· .. p . is ey es an 1st en to 11m remm1sce . 
sh rank1e, th en a yo un g o-irl of n in eteen or so , arri ve d in P eking 

Ort } f b . h 
rub) Y a t er th e R u sso- J apan ese wa r. Sh e was lo::ided w_1t 
th cs-t h en wort h fifty cen ts to th e Americ:i n doll ar . D u rin g 

e w hole l R · ffi ' ff beh· War sh e h ad been a p art of t 1c u ss1an o cers sta 
Ind t) 1· } . d gat } . 1e 1n es, condu ct ing vodka an d c ump agne p arties an 
1erin g . l . . b l h lan d d . 111 t 1e1r rubi es. Sh e w as an A m erica n , ut 10w s e 
e 111 s·b 

(\ . 1 eri a is h er ow n sto ry . 
.c\.rr1ve d · p · d · I 

Esta bli sh· 111 ekin g, she wa nt ed to in ves t h er h ard- ea rn e _capi ta · 
in g h er n ation ality pro ve d a troubl esome affair. Sh e 
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I · pcrs-a loo ked aroun d , f ,JUnd :1 h1 r mk , -. ()ld m:111 o n 11s up c 
. I r (i . \'C<;t rnen m ys t eri o us Mr . P(,ppcr - 1nd n1.1rr iL·d h im . l·r i r , t i n L e. 

h I I l f T ·· •r 1ph an w as t e pur e 1:1<,,; of th e tl rrcc h,,u ·-e, ) .!C: <1 l l ,I..; · wo 
Sh I J f l I · T l , o ther t e t oo ~ o,· er on e: 1c:r ·c l 111( 'C l u ,) u · 111n '>. lL 3 
J .1 f I I . . I . 1 . (h i w .1 s on s i c r en t cu o r t 1c: ,.1mc nu r po<;c . ·.·:<·ry· t 11n~ ' ·1L · kncS5 

d J - I · · - I j I · I ·r t liL' ,,·c:1 g r ::rn SC:l e. f JC f U<.',1111 ofll et' r '> 1:H t:lll ,l' ', ll wit h 
f P I . I I l I c t . l·d u r o m en . c , rn g )111 :c r s r ·, pc c t cc 1er . 1.1v ' ,,L · l -oung 
I f . · 1· J> . . .. ,, [ [l L' lll) a m ost e very ore 1gn n .1Lrrm1 rt y exce pt ' 11 ' 1•1' -" 1. notice-

d j J l I · . .. , , ·1,I t , >o., d :in m ac c t 1em c. re,, . .cl' :1 t rr,11 q u 1rt e r ·, ' ·1 · t. .. ' J b cl·e 
- . . ' . . I . ' I · .. :. I , Ill :i ~ 
fh e d eta il , o f Lh ()<,e w ho v:er e I-r:i n ,·. rc °' ( ' ' ,· l · ' llL · wcll-
h · h · . hL,t n1:1n \' d er rn er ven t un: ·. 1re Y:i.::ue rn ·,. m e re " • · · · · . , · 1c:1ke 
I d . f . J l • l j ' " l' !ll!l ,SS l <.:now n n am es :111 ~rorr c, <J u 11c , r, ·. c:,t · , : , ' · , be c1e 

I ·r J · c·1 1 1 r · l .. r L·\v to · 0 U t O Ver t 1 e C ·: Ill g , U ) 1 I r . :l l i . '. l : ' '' . ' . -s Jfl 
I I . f Jre 111ne I , We:ilthi eSt WOlll:J.11, an d o n e (Jr L" \ ",'_.\ [ 1: n [ ( .::, 

No rth C h in.,. I .oe "' d w it1 o 
A You n g m :'n 1·11 eh · I r· ,111t t ,1 rn 1ke goo 0 .oe ., in :1. ,,,,.~·, ·. ·· - r. - O n t he d 

of th e comp an ies, w :1<. c:111 .. 1. , I . : ··:·.· 11 t-.,·u ,rrec;. f icfl S 
· I · . , J her ·r h and wa c; t he c0, tl y lw·:ur:,· ·.·:-.· ·1, I · ! I,·: l ·r.111, ,c .. n hiriese 

- w h ich he c0 u ld n r1t :: 1 / , , r , 1: , , . ! , ,n t lie o l h er w :is t he C 11 did 
frn niang ( g irl ) w li11 v:.1·. 1 , •_ ·• r · .1 fv . I n c:i , e :1 yo un g ,rn: ~hO 
send fo r a lrn 11i,111_:: 1 \ ': ., , , , ( · c11 d()ne, e, pec i:ill y by t 1 0 5 fetch 
we re b cwr11w l•r·J __ -Iii ·. J ,,· . \' ,,,ild ccrt :iinl y n e ·e r f:-t(I tdo .0 her 

J l I I l I f . . ·r nh 1te t e a yo un g JC y \'.' 1rJ •: .· , !· · t ·C r u C!JfC. 0 .. v1r g 1111 )' t ' c hine S 
que ue. But c n 11 t' · 11 11·.· ·.·.·.1<. t:d, in g :i clun ce, fo r t h e . I terf11 
h ad a n rJld p;· · , , :·i , :1 t l1l· form of a pun. Th e co lloq ur~o ve )· 
fo r :1 v i!· ·;; n 1· / 11···: ll! an ( t he r ed co rd m en t i_r)Ilcdf ~'honest 
T h e \ J!l1 C ('I , ' . 1.:•11ti•1n l)r , ou nd , :ilso !1:1s th e m c:in !n g O hiI1g~ 5 

ffi .· l " I ' I · b ·d 1 o such t Al' o c1:1 : :11:, : ·.,,· ( 11ne, c r rov er sar t 1ere ,vas n d O ew 
::in h r1nct , '.ri,. i :I. Sin ce all C hin ese say in gs a re b:isc O 

5 Jef' 
f h . un wa p ir iu ! f11, ! · ·: c_;\. 1 you n g man w ho w as aw :ir e o t IS P 

j n 1 ' ) LI ' ' 1 ( I ) 1· y £ref , . .. . I :i • J 
fT , . .,,_.. :r , J ohnny h ;id found a neat way out. Short.Jg afl 

Fn , : I : I lef t for P ao tin g fu I ent ered the me ss one even.I~~. 5he 
v-: 1, in: r .JJ u ce d by him to a charmin g little J apane se gu efliflg 
·.v.1,, t l1e :in , wer t o hi s d is::i.ppear ance from the mes s every,eVplace, 
,i f t c:r d in ne r. The E n g lishm an who h::i.d t::i.ken Fro sts 5 ~i 9 

· kn~ a ret1Cent , unas suming young man who se greatest we:1 
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Jeep thi nki ng (h e kept a pad ;ind pe nci l ti ed to a string over 
his bed to catch tho ught s :lt ni ght- but by t he t ime he ·was 
wide awake they h :id fled, and the p :id rem :iined bhn k) , in hi s 
quiet wa y w:is h ighl y plea sed . Johnny bro ught h ' r to d inne r 
almost every ev en in g :ind she liv ' ncd up th e m ess considerab ly . 



LATE SUMMER AND EARLY 
FALL : 19 11 ( Con t inued ) 

early mornin g rides- Man ch u :,r,, i.t! !d, 

hidd rn l c 1J1 ;,!, 1 

; 1 , , /.:_-en ds /;11,,d iJlg 

of the I · j ' s,· 1 n o, . n rc ATTRAc~rorl d5 
egat1on q u :wc- I T I I ::ifl I we re to l ·. L 1 ;rn , L, ·r .1pli L rnc, bo t h J o1 nnY · 1. 

o mu c 1 inLn c· t · I . I . . d ro11c11 
t ime aw ay f I _· 1 111 t 11ng, C hi ne se to sp cn d 
I started r1_s_r om L1Jcm . . \ ! 1Lr I \\' .\ \ :ib lc to fi nd m y w:i y ::irotJ~ e' 

In " nr \ ' I . hit pony J1-, . - 111 t i c i11<Jr n 1ng and r od e P erc y , t h e -w 
' at r an (JJn Ll1r, .1,··' I . . · - b k ~c 

a coolie k ite ! . ._,,, L ,c c1Ly , stopp in g o n m y w::iy ;ic Al 
1cn l! J ; · ~· L l I _. h' - - - rotJ)" 

seed spri n LJ . l ·' · 1<,t , CJ i, p C m csc b 1scu 1t wit h sesa 5 
d 1. - .. LC r , 11 l •,p 1 n J { _. d II - 'd It w~ 

e 1c1ou, ( 1 . · a 11c cru er st u ffed m sz c . . e 
. L ,. :1 i111·.t-ikc t II I I - f oc eat ers. In 11 . , I · o ea t1 e C1rnc sc a r::icc o 1,e 

Y '' l ' '' " l \V Ji . . f tJJ 
an g tz c t 1.c , ' . • . . ere it is grow n, ye s ; but n o rth o 1 

]' , ., ' lll:! JIJrJty C rr. d ,rhe 
1v <: r,n w: . . · • ii ill _· an n ot a11or su ch a lu x ury. 

/\ . 1 • · <:t :ind bean s ) 
tt, ,1 •, f • ( 

J -·11 ., , :11c CJ t he morni l ] . t fo 11 . c . 1;11 ,, n g t1e eg at10 n g uard s wer e otJ 1 e 
lt 1L 1 :1 1· 1-, ou t on Ha ta mcn I w Id d tch t\ :,1ccr, 0 11 h . , ou stop an wa 0 
tl ·, . . , f t cir talI Au stral' h · rotJ!l 

- , . ·:; -.: <J t he glace; then t . ian or?cs, p ostin g a drill 
- • , i ncx t t o th T urn to Watch, m the German . i1 

! , . i , c If to ride h. e artar wall, a det ermined colonel tench1!l~ 

" ( th e Italians a~/~~y w ithout stirrups. The g race and e~S~ 

e perfect form with which they too 
66 
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Jllnip , O\'Cr th e b:imb oo f n ee w ere a joy t o sec . The G er m :10 

~ ·1' .di :i bunc h of tcmed-up l ip ment s, 3 pc rso n ific:1t ion o f t he 
· i cti .5 he:1n w il l- to- r ower, g r im ly rc soh ·ed t o hold h is se:it by 
pur e br ut e st rengt h . H e nc Yer se ' mcd to im pro Ye, :1nd I o f ten 
wond ered how h e fe lt gett in g out o f bed e:1.ch m ornin g . hi s 

~7 sclcs :1nd joi n t s stiff .. n d sore , t o fa ce t he p ro p et of be·n g 
10 t ed :1round b y hi s pon y . 

At t he oth er end of the lcg:1tion qu ar te rs I r:1n int o ::in othcr 
cont r ast ; on o ne side of rhc str eet th e J\mcric:1 n m:1rincs, cl c:1n
cu t, well -g ro om ed :1nd sn :1.ppy ; on th e o th er, th e Ru ssi:1.n 
coss:i~ks, b ur ly fe llows ,v it h b r~:1d face s :1nd hi gh ch eck bones, 

::~:: 111~ l~ght k h :1ki u ni fo nn s :1_nd hi gh , l~e:i.vy . boot s, se:1tcd ~n 
f stu frcd s:id d lcs. Th e m:1.nnes, c:1.rryin g rifl es, m :1rched m 
I an_cy forn1:1ti ons-s m:1rt. 1 he h:igg y T :i.rt3r s dr illed on g:11-
0p zng sh:1ggy po nie s, thr ew t hcm seh ·es out of their sadd les, 

acro ss their poni es and b:ick ag a in , and sb shed with th eir sw or ds 
at t arg · et s- st1rrin g . 

I. hAft er I had been ridin a for a month or m ore , :m o ther Eng-
is in a . l o I . 1 . l d ' n too<. the place of the c :1davero u s t 11n "er in t 1c m ess, 

~n hwe rode t oge ther He was a a rc:1.t h orsem an and ,vhen ou t 
rn t I · · b . . 
·t e ca r Y m ornina rode smo othly w ith out st irru ps. I tried 
I a f e . b' d . w t ime s but fo und it u cle ss. P ercy was a p:1.ce r; :rn 
Pacin g f · I a p . ' 0 co ur se, w:1.s ea sier t h an w:1lk111g . F or t 1c s:im c r eason, 

f aczn g pony wa s hi ghl v v:.1lucd b y the C hin ese. Th e name 
or a . ; f pacin g pony is rr hao tsou ma" ( aood ao h orse) . 0 te n a 

Passer -b b , b 1 
his tl Y st oppe d , g:ive a ghn ce at P erc y s m ove m ent , st uc " up 

I 1uinb and ye lled, rrhao tsou'rh ( goo d goi n g) !" 
11 the · · d I f d d aro ev enrn g after dmncr J ohnn y an . o ten wan ere 
Und th · l I l · · I tir d e n1g 1t ife sec ti on of the C 1111ese city. n ever g rew 

11./d .0 f Watching the rap idl y shiftina scenes. Between nin e :md 
r ni ght tl b. 1 d the 1c n:irrow side streets l e:idm g to t 1e rc st:iuLrnts an 

un{tre ks Were lighted up by lantern s and bustlin g with l ife . Two 
'I..- ro en I' f . . fl d . 1 !Ylost of lll es_ o nckshas and Pekm g cart s · owe m ano out. 
With the rzckshas were priv ate , enamel ed black and fitted 
Were plush cu shions trimmed in white. A good part of them 
heavy oc~upied by pairs of slender young girls wearing long 

· silk gowns with enormously high colhrs. They wer e 
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· · I · I · t s E ach sin g -son g g1r s m eeting t 1e 1r en g:igemcnt<; ::it r c<;t :rnr :rn · ' d 
ri ck sh:1 w ::is p rope llcJ b y two bo y <; in u nifor m, o n e p u lling :in 

one pu sh in g, bot h ye ll in g , :lllJ <Jn c of the gi r h \·i .~uro u <;ly pump -
in g a lar g e bicyc le bell w ith h er foot. . 

0 'd d J l . f . . . t h rhe1r u t n ers prece c t1el\: : 111gc::i rt <;, o rc1n i:; :1w:1\ · \ 1 
· S d · h ·J · · · · I t <; :is they p o ni es. t an in g :it t e <;1 e, p ecrin ,g in to t 1c c.1r · · 

5 
d I . . f ·1· { f 1· \ "' ot her p asse , saw somc cnnt:1 1n 1ng :1rn1 1c<; o o ur 11r I L . d 

w ith youn g beau t ies in co lor ecl silh :111J \ .1ti m . h .ilf hid . en 
b Id cl . b i I · · · f · I I · h1 n<>ing Y o ame s in :ic < <;1tt 111g 1n rnn t w1! 1 11r1L' ~··, ·• t, 

ov er the side. I n ~till o th en I Ji scoHr cd f .1t 1illl codgers 
dr essed in ilks :ind h ig h ly perfum ed . 01 1 rh l r \' ." .1\ · to kcedp 

f l I 1 · 1· J u n d re ' t r y ~ts. B ut to ge t a r e:d cl 0se- up o ' 1c \ .. :n ·: •,ur 1 r 
(j I ·:1nt o th e be'>t ph ce was at th e d oor (1[ :1 1r · , ' , n- , .1UI • ·he 

t h ea tr e. A, _in C :1li for n i:1_, t he 1_n_cn 11.1d ! , 't :r; i"t1I , Lin s :in~~ t::it 
wo m en te rnb le co mp lexio n s. I !in · \'. L:·l· .il l .\ f.1n c hu, a . J'ke 
n ig ht the d e:id w h it e o n th e w om :·n ·" ( ' Ll. :11.1ck the m loo k 1 

g h ost s o r pup pe t s. her 

I once w :1tched an o ld :1n1:-?!1 h elp I d " ll - f.1ccd h d y fro m ·eh 
c:irt and pr:1ct ic:11ly h o !J l1~·r u;) \,· !1il;· , hL· t:ipp ed, t :1pp ed wi ::it 
tin y st eps in to the t h c:1:rc . O riu ,c .nc d in her bo.· r!-:e hd\~ d 
up str a ig ht and st iff :il l n·cn ::~:.;. I kr j :1cJ ... c t s we re so m, in y ' ed 

t ig ht she wa s n o t :ihlc tr , !,t1,!'..'.c·. ,1\ ]] c,·e nin g he r :1~1:1h b ~J~ng 
her Vi hil e sh e s:1t, li e 1d m ,1 i1,11k ,, , w it ho u t c. ·p r css1on , ro rt 

he r b lac k eye s :irrJL:nd. f li .1,·c: h c:1rJ s:iid th:i t it took a srri;or 
staff o f am :ihs we ] I ( J\ er th re e: hr ,ur s to p repar e t he ir lad y 
t he even in g . dvr -

T h e M a n c hu c!c~:11H, we re :is b :id as t h eir wo m en . E ve n ·ng 
· h I · d · J · w e:1fl rn g t e H1ttc: \! w l ll liu ·, th ey ::ip p ea r e m t 1e cve rnn g ' }le 
silk j ::ickev; <,,er <il k :::owns of an o ther colo r; :1nd und er t,.,c 

,, d. ff ere,, t op .~owns \':'. ;·\... liJ.:cly t o be four or fi v e mor e, each of a 1 d as 
co lo r . T he rn.__n lr)(Jkcd soft an d h ad th e sa m e dcli c :ite h an ~ey 
th e w omc!1 B,Jth we nt in fo r lon g fin ge r n a ils to sh ow that t ~ 
,-1,·er c :1 l· 1 \ c 1 he ne cessity o f de g rading their hand s to any use 
f u ] pu r r' (JSe. 5 

I wide , t h e th ea tr es w ere much alike, similar in many resptlct; 
r i 1 \':;i n c, to th ose in w h ich Mo lier e play ed . The g round J0, 

1·· .1, a pit filled with lon g n ar ro w t abl es and benches, an 
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b.ilcu11y fu rn i~hed the s:imc w:1y ex te nd ed :ilong the sides and 
b.iL·k .ibu\ c. R ight :1nd Ide of the orc he tr :1 ·w;is :1 ro w of bo.·es 
1': 1th ~111:111 rou nd t :1bl ' S :ind st r:iig h t b :ick ch ;1ir s, wh ich " ·ere 
uccup ic<l onl y by i\bn chu hi gh soc iety . T h e t:1blcs w er e fo r t :1, 

pc:i~ut s :ind m elon seed , ]iced or:i ngcs :ind c:ikes , s rYcd b) :1 
st:ifi of un ifo rme d boys w ho r:1n yell in g up :1nd d o\\·n t he :iisles. 
Ot her boys ,v orke cl in pa ir , sup p ly ing the :1ud i nee ,v ich h ot 
Wee towels wit h wh ic h t o m op their fa ces, p erspirin g fr eely 
fro m too 111:1ny clo th e :rnd th e h ot tc:1. Th e hou se reek ed w ith the 
odor of swc:i tin g bo d ies :in<l the p un ge nt smel l of coco:1n u t oil. 

.0 bThe sta ge h:1d no foo di g h ts . L :1~·g _' l_1:1ngin~ oi l I_:imp s. did the 
J · The orch cst r:1 consiste d of :1 \"1o l1rnst , i1ut 1st, t1:1p drummer, 
bass ~r umm er :ind xy loph o ne phy 'r . Th e sc:1r pcr fo rm crs-:1 c 
that t ime t h ree comp et in g r iv :1ls were pl.iyin g in diff erent the:1tr es 
-t ook t he p :in s of h ero ine s :in d s:1ng in high fals etto . \\ 'hen a 
st~r caught a part ic ularl y h igh n ote an d h eld it, t he :iud ien ce 
raised th · 1 d h ] . · I ,d · 1ro e1r 1an ds, thumb s up ; an :1s t e or e 1cst r :1 c1:1s 1c 11 
a cr escend o, shr ill, p ier c in g cx ch m :1ti on s alm ost sl1:1tt ercd the 
Walls: ' 'hao-m a!" " hao-ha o!" "hao -li-ao-ah !" rrti ng hao-li-aooo-
1ua!J1n TI . 1 d 
I · . . 1e Ma n ch u la die s gentl y t :ippe d th eir slend er 1:1n s on t 1e rad f B rngs o th e box es. 

fi . Ut I p refe rr ed t he fi rst -c lass r cst:1ur :1nts. The coo ks we re 
lfnrshed ani ses. I h:1vc sin ce h :id th e luc k t o t ry famou s d ishes 

0 n1a · · · 1 ny n at 1on s b ut I do n ot bel ieve tl1:1t :in y cu1sJ11e i:is eve r surl) d d 
l" l asse th:it of P ck in o- in th e da ys of th e M:rn chu yn:i st y . 
.i.::.ac 1 d. I O h f 
Would is 1 stoo d alone :is a r:u c wo rk o f :irt . T~ c:1t mu c o on e 
rn . h::ive been a crim e. T h e t r ue go urm et l111gcrcd over eac h 

or se] t I·. f . il th 
keen ' a \ 1ng c :ire n o t t o let :m y excess o :1 cou1se spo e 

TJ re sponse of g u st:it or y ner ves to others to fo llo w . 
br 11e fir st r e:11ly hi o-h -c la ss Ch in ese m e:11 I atte nd ed w :1s a 

ea t f ast · 0 · I I 
int g iven on a bet. J ohn ny in an ar g ume nt wit 1 t u ee 
, erpret e · ' J Id · 11 l · · 1ng redie rs, mad e t he r:ish st at ement th:it 1e co u t e t 1e m am 
qu e nt of any Chine se di sh af ter the first ta ste . As a conse-

nce w 1 I f 11 · Sund ' e Were in v itcd to attend :1 Chinese c 10w t 1e o ow ing 
gone ayl m ornin g . A t eleven A .M . w e s:1t down. At 2 P . Jv!. w e h:id 

t 1rou oJ f I c· ·n (Y andd .J· . o 1 t we nt y-o n e cours es, all o t1 em most ap p e 1z 1 o 

e ic1ous. J ohnny gu essed t w o di shes corr ectly . I wa s abl e to 
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r ec og niz e on ly on e. E :1c h of t he t w enty -o n e con t :iine d t he sarne 

b asic in gr cdi ent - sh rimj J! 
On th e sma lle st exc u , e o u r C h in ese d e:1ler s g :1, ·e d inne rs. They 

we r e fo r m al affa irs. A coo lie br uu"h t th e i11\'it:1t ion cwo or 
h d . · b O one 

t re c ay s ah ca? .. T he t ime v_:1s mu:1 ll y et JC _se, ·cn, uc ·ne last 
th o ug ht o f ar n vrn g be fore eig ht or eig ht - th irty, :111J t h 
g uest u su all y str o lled in aro und n ·n e. Un t il nine - th irt> · rh e p:1rhtY 
J £ I J T hen c e 
oa ed ab o ut, sipp ed tea , an d a t e w:1term e o n <.ce " · t 

h ost t ook th e ar m of t h e g u e~t of h on or :1n d, w ith t he ~1.1he:, 
h . . d . I I u n wor c ; 

esi t J.ti n g a t eve r y ste p a n p ro testin g t 1:1L 1c _w :1s . ca lled 
led hi m to th e sca t of h o n or , th e o n ly c h.11r w ,t h :1i m s, . . _ 

. l I , f th eir ifl'l 
th e shan g z or sha11g / so (u pp er scat ) . J n t 1c u rl Lr o . I. 

I e nc 1.1a 
p ort anc e th e o th er g uest s we r e pu t t l1r ()L1\.'.li t 1e <,:1n1 f 

. . . I f I g uest o 
Frn all y, the h os t sea te d hi m self o n t h e r 1.~ 1t o t ic 

h on or . . . , _ ronge d 
Befo re ea ch pla ce lay a p air of ch o p ,:1c, ., , :1 , rn :111 t w o P ce:i 

f o rk f or p ic k in g up sw ee t , , :1 , r,u p · 11rJ<JI1, :1 sm :111 p l~ce, 3 er'/ 
. - I I 1 · b fi ]Jing cV cup and w in e cup . fh c h o , t <,L.1rtc c t 1c c 1n ner Y i . '[he 

one' s cup w ith h o t w in e ;111d tr J.1· r in:.c t h e b" uc , t of h on or . ....,,,,5 . . , dinncr'v" 
gue st o f h o n or dr :111 k t he hc.i l I Ii (J 1 tl 1e h m t, :wd the h d iO 

I Id l . t crctc c d 
on . ·w hen wine w :1s po ur ed :i .L'.ue· t 1e 1is cup ou s ce , 

f I b - l ays :icceP 
both hand s and mu r 111urL·, I l" ' l1te re m:1 s, ut a w f wi!le 
and a cup w as n e ver :111,J,,_.lll to , uy empty. Two kind\~ both 
were served, k :w li:111g :111J r ice, t he fo rmer quick in resu cs, 

with out aft er eff cc t , . d ·he gafl'le 
When th e m c:il ,,·.1, ,•: ell under way the ho st starte t gafl'le 

· · J h f 1 n or -a he of pr:w ch ' /l{ 111 ( /1<.t pL1y ) w in t e g u est o 1o S !1 t 

simi lar t o th :i t 1)1.1 ,·ed b y pea sants in parts of It aly. 00
10..,ed· · . · d evc r 

w h ole o blc Ii.id u ken it up, and hot comp et_itwn d boiscet" 
A s th e even in·..; wo re on the pla yers became excited an go~fl 

1 · d oved ooe t 
ou , " re"· ru l in t h e face from t 1e wme, an rem h Jas' , h I . t e 
::tf rcr :inc,· 11er , ~ometi mes five or six bef ore r eac 1mg 
T h e :r \ el l, re verbera ted through the h·ufungs . . ts befl'' 

\\'i t!1 ri ght arms outstretched, hands clo sed and wns J1ed ll 
, . I . h d h . . ts and ea . cr. 

(JJ•p c,n cn t s sim ultan eou s y stra1g tene t err wns inclt1d1flo 
n umbe r, trying to guess the sum total of fingers- had ,o 
th umbs-extended. After each correct guess the loser 
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l},Jwn :i cup of wi ne . En dowe d by n:icure w ith limber hands, 
lr u i11 lung pr act ise m ost o f t he C h inese could m :rn ipuhte th eir 
lingers ::ind thu mb s with light enin g-li ke r:1pidit y , and betwee n 
~"P_crt s winni ng w :1s alm ost wh olly :1 mat t er of cience and skill. 

b :ii icty wa s ;idd cd by using symbo lic, poet ic terms for num
crs. 

h In sp ite of th e fa ct that the hot \\ ine shot quick ly to the 

0
;;d, I neve r one ~ saw an educated, ~ult ivated Chines e of the 

scl:ool grow c.l1s:1g rec:1ble or lose hi s temper. 
Durin g th e m :11, bones and odd s and ends one did not like 

wlere spat upon th e floo r. To belch was :1 police w;iy of telling 
t 1e ho I I I . st t 1at t 1e fo od w as exce llent . A nd sho uld a guest pat 
1~s stomach J nd ex cl:iim rr ch'ih pao lo (I 've eaten to r ep leti on)," 
t e host wa s hi gh ly ple ased, for he kn ew th e dinn er h ~id been a 
great success . 

. Unt il the we:1the r grew too cold and th e fa ll rain s and firs t 
signs of d · S d · Joh use storms mad e their appear:1nce, un ay mornings 

d nn y an d I put sand wic hes in our pockets and rod e at ran
oin v · · · 

' 1s1t111g the sm all temples scattered over the pl ains. For 
n1any m ·l . £1 k 

d 1 cs around Pekmg the country was :is at as a panca ·e 
an bar f · · d 1 i e o tr ees. The so,! was a light brown san t 1at rose 
11 torre nt · I h d T .l b · 1 fl · f 5 w ,t 1 t c slioht est gus t of win . 1e n g 1t re ect 1on 
rom th I b bl 1 · t . I e s <.y m ade it necessary to wear ue gasses . At m-
erva s f . . . c O every eight or ten Ii we ran mto an oasis of t all old 
Ypress t U - d 1 d 1· 1 old . rces. nd er their shelter we foun tuc ce away J 1tt e 

p discarded temple its colors faded and enriched by age . 
we; suc h t emple s h ad' prie st or keeper. All were surround ed by 
-~/ 5 and had sm:111 yards in front overgrown with t J ll gr ass. 

arrow ' . 
cou . _ sto ne p ath wa ys led through center w alls mto the back 

ttyard h 1 d 1 
11.111 s to t e shrines. Travelling alone, we nev er earne t 1e 

' 1es of t1 I 1 I · I d d wa . 1e goc s, but they were a fierce oo ung ot, resse as 
rrior s ar d 1 . . . l . they l d ' 1 . t 1e1r faces fixed in v1c10us scow s. At one tune 

Were ,a precious stones for eyeballs, wore expensive jewelry and 
stuffed · ·d · ·1 B 11 ernpt ins1 e with gold and s1 ve r. ut a we saw were 

---tr a~ sockets, bare figures with big holes torn open in the back 
the c es of the Boxer trouble when the foreign soldiers scoured 

ountry h · around the capital for loot. After avmg once 
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? azcd at thi s va nd al ism, I h ad a n apologetic fee ling whe n visit
in g With a c u lt iva t ed , n.:'>c:rv(:J Ch in(:se gen tl ema n of t he old 
school ; and w hile tr y in g to match hi., n a tural ge ntility and ex
qui s it e m anner s, wo nd c:r(:d h ow mu ch, behin d hi s serene eyes, 

h e looked d uw n upon me a, a n un co uth fo re igne r . I h ave never 
cea sed to wu nd cr. e 

S f h · · · C I · n a wer . om e o t c mo '>t m agn ifi cc:n t carv 1ng, I saw 1n 11 of 
in th ese sm all , hi d d en t emp!c .,- t :111 '>tone p ill.1rs in chc fo rrn er 
d 1. 1· J ·1· · · c·cice floW r ago n s c 1m J in g tr ee t r u n s .<,t one r a1 111~, 111 111 11 · · h ' . . . ..,,1c 
cl . . JI . l J · 1 , i cs " es1g n s, rnn c:r wa ~ of mu lu co lo r eJ g .11.e ll (: m m. ' 
c ircular m arb le in set s e t che d in r c:lid . a, 0d 

I ·c1 l J shade n s1 e we st ret c hed o u t on th e g r :1, , 111 l 1c C ()<J .·JI ess, 
l istened t o t h e ru <itli ng of the le;ne , llrL·.1!,. 111.~ t he J eep su ·ness, 
I · · d , . . , . . , f bu sin 

im ag in e an eld er ly C hin c:'>e r eu r cJ fr ()m t nc c.11 cs O c11-
' . w '.lC 

d evo tin g h is d ec linin g yean t u ercctin" !11, J .1111ily sh rin e, . · ·0 cr 
· · . .., · 1 bnn&1 ° 
rn g it d ay by d ay ta ke fo rm , a nJ , a f rc r 1t, co m plctH JJ ' cace 
hi s chi ldr en and g r an d chi ld re n to , tr <il l .111J , 1t, :inJ {eel chc p 
an d et erni t y of li fe awa y fr um ;i]J n ui ~c ;in J s tr ugg le . 

IX 
OCTOBER- DECEMBER : 1911 

th edMa nchu s arc thr own int o a panic -I uisit t hr Ming T ombs 
an get I t · · · t!: · os 111 a snow stor m- nc1vs of a rn1s(' and Chnstmas at 

Jc mouth of the G obi rfrscrt - a jJ011y -tr adi11g missionar y buys 
a ya cht fo r a Liv ing God of Mongo lia 

l. · N THE FALL BEF OR E THE 
a1ns set . I 

shell dr in , w 1en Pekin g ,vas :it its liveliest :i~d g:iyes t , a bomb-
sid d oppe d from th e sky :ind turn ed eve r y th111g com plet ely up
th e ?Wn , or as th e C hin ese s::iid , lurw ch'i j)(I t sao. On O ctober 
pi ed 11111.th new s sprea d th ro ugh th e city th at J bomb h ad ex 
ea~ c~ 111 th e Ru ssian Co n cession at H ank.ow and th at an old fir e
kn er Y t he n am e of Li , w ith a band of yo un g revo luti oni sts 
of ~; n as th e " D o-o r-D ie Socie ty ", had t ak en th e adjo inin g citi es 
Ioc udch :ing and Han ya n g, wh ere th e gove rnm ent ar senal was 

ate d l ~1 ' an 1ad set up a milit:iry gove rnm ent. 
1 1e le · 

coc] .1 ga ti on qu art er sudd enl y awok e fr om its leth argy , and 
\ t a1 p · d · In t ] a_rt,es t ook on an air of m ys ter y an a n ew import anc e. 

of t 1e Peki ng C lub yo un g attac hes stood aro und in lit tl e gro ups 
lit s ~o an d th ree, t alk ing earn estl y in whi spers. The \V-agons
A. ne ecame packe d w ith Manc hu hi gh officials and th eir fa m ilies. 
in o w_1~rop of fo reig ners, sellin g arm s and ammunition or seek.-

a mi it ary · b l 1 h d 111en--c JO s, popped up fr om now 1ere. C ose-mout e 
of ad . errn an , Fr ench, Russi an- grouped under the heading 

Visers, alw ays with portfolios and in a hurry, drove up in 
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carria ge s, d isap p e · · I J . · the 
d h f ann g W1t 1 ~ 11nese ()ffici:1ls so m ew h ere into 

cpt s o th e h ot el · n: E Y h d , t o r ea p p ea r sudcl c:n ly :rn d J :1\h 0 11. ·ver 

hon e a an ab str ac ted , f ar aw:1v loo!· a., i f loa d ed J ow n with 
eavy sec ret s. · 

Durin g th e da h f 11 . · d dis-
b , ys t a t o o•;,;ed , nc:ws o f u r n \111.r.:s :in . 

tur :rn ces p o ur ed · I I J n1cs 
. lll o ve r t i e t elcg r :ip h w ires : \bn c i u coo 
m m an y p a rt s f h . l rnall 0 t e co un r y we re bei n g \ l.1u " h tac<. ; a 5 . 
g roup of youn g f J , ,..., . . Sl h .11, O re o r m ers 1:1d d ec la n :d J r cpuli lzc in . 1:u, g 

n th e gov ern me t b IJ . l I . were n u e t 1n )()a rd s cxci r in ~ pr uc .1r11.1t w n 5 f 
po sted d aily b h h · ) J do 
11 h . Y t e t ro n e : Y u :in Sh ih K ':1i i\ m .Hk t 1c i c:1 d 

a t e arm ies · Yu sh ·I K' ·, · l tt :1ck e 
H , an 1 1 a 1 s c r ac l· n:~1 mc 11t J.l \ J • 

an kow and t k . b k f . . . l Princ e R a e n it ac r o m the r n ·o l u r ,( ,111\t \ ; t 1c 
ege nt r esig n s and · y l . , , . . 
Th M app o m t s u :1n c; 1d1 I .11 l' n: m 1cr. he 

c an chu s w · · . . · · on t 
JI ere Ill a pan ic . I he\· \.!\, · t he w r 1u n g ·eh 

w a . The Str ee t I d. ) . . . n d Wl I' · s ea m g to t 1c: r 11l·.v.1v \ t .1t 1t1n o \ ·L·r o we . 5 
c?odie s a~d cart s loa d ed w it h th r_·;r l>cd LJ:11'.' :1I1d o t her belon g ing_ 
ti e up m b oxe s d b dl . . , . ·he st .l . . . an un c, . h n \ ,· L·'.· . \ <..To \•: d s sa t 1n t f 
t10n wa1 t m g f d · h est o O b or sta n 111g ro om <>n .1 t r :ii n . D u r ing t e r d 

cto er an d all th I 'T I drcd an fif h rou g 1 1, o vcrnliu · m o re rh:111 t w o 1u n . co 
h 'dt!' t ou san d M anch u s c lc:ir cd < ,u t of th e city ::ind went 111 

I mg . 

In sp ite of th d ·1 l . d on the 
d ' , k ese a i Y u p 1c:1\·:1l, m p o lit ics, we carnc ..,.,; 

rrty wo r of tl . . . 11. g 5:Jw 
Jin . l C com p, ny w 1tl 1ou f 1ntc rr u p t 1o n-SC JJ1 ' 

p wg-' hpostin g a nd. d l'itr 1l)u t in ,g hand bi ll s. ( 
it th e l:itc f 11 h on wt1te 
d ' a u inc t e r ainy sca !,On . Off and ' :ao 

po ur e d ow n . I cep t i f h in rr ,r r cn t , . T h e du sty str eet s w it h t 1e ex vd· 
o t ose of co h I J ' h f f11 
But · ·h J J C\tr Jn c, w er e turn ed in to t h ick sJou g s O . w'J.s 

. W i t t H: (j r· t I f . h d d he air 
dr y , co ld :ind . ' ~ :iys n_ w in ter t e sky c iea r e a n r1 I wore 
a R . · 111 '-' i_~or:i t m g . W hen ridin g in a ri ck s 13 ~.rs, 

u , s1:in c i P < ( b f11v e, 
and f ]] · J un orn lamb sk in p uJled down ov er 1 fo '1' 

o r)\vc J t h C h. d . 1 a 
skin m fT d c m esc h a bit of stickin g my h a n s 111 1~et· 

u :in wr . 1 I . ban 
Sh oi,k cc nn,... d app _m g my eg s in a heavy sheep s on 5vit5 

, ~. s :in co l h d . tO of h c:i v ·1 dd O ies c an ged from their thin cn1rn -0 te( 
• i Y pa ed cott h. h h h he wi J 

w it h out eh on , w 1c t ey wore all throu g t JJec> 
w it h co tto :.i.n g e .. ~ver these they put on long coats, also P\hei! 
h :inds. n, Wit sleeves reaching several inches below 
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I But sudd en ly, on a bri lliantly clear day, a slight bre eze fro m 
t1

1e1 north st irr eJ sma ll clouds of du st . The Ch in ese scur r ied for 
\ 1c tcr Th · h . . · en w it ou t w ar n in g a fr eez111g, bre at h- t aki n o- win d 
swdcp~ dow n fro m th e G obi deser t , whistling t hrou gh th/str eet s 
:i.n sin o j 1 . I h d h . 

. .:i I g aga in st t 1e s op s an ou ses, carrym g with it m in u te 
p:ifrt icles o f du st t hat bea t aga in st the face and stun o-. \ \! ithi n 
:1 ew · 0 

minute s th e sky had becom e a d ull brown and whe re t he 
sun. was, on ly a dim, yellowi sh circle co ul d be seen. A car t 
?r rficksha cou ld hard ly be m:ide ou t :1 h alf b lock away . Co m in o 
in rom h o If I . t e st ree t , I fo u nd my self b rown fro m h ead to foo t. 
ff bret the end o f a fin ger and ru bbc-d it on m y check it ca m e 

~ ack . Du st gr itted between m y teet h :in d fi lled m y n ostril s. 
tf sbeeped indoor s t h ro ugh t he tin iest cracks an d hid a coa tin g 

0 ro w f1 On n on ~o~·s an d furnit ur e. 
Tha n ksg1v111g m ornin g J ohnny and I :no se at daybre:ik , 

pu t on a 1 . 1 
P I rm y s 11rt s, swea t ers and h eavy ove r coa ts, oa ded our 

oc <.et s . I d . . st W1t 1 san w1ches, h ard bode d eggs and th ermos flasks, and 
arced ot t · h · 

111 . 1 on po ni es for N an kow to see t e M m g T ombs. Th e 
al ornzng Was cl ear and b r isk :ind we t rotted th e n inety li st eadil y 
af~1ost :ill th e way, reac hin g t he res t house at about t w o in the 

ern oon. 

10A ~ oss t he fbt p lain of stu bbl e, seve ral mil es away, th e Min g 
w· ml 5 w ere camouflaged again st t h e sides of h ills conn ec t ed 

It 1 th e h . h . r e . c :1111 of m oun ta in s on whi ch r est ed t e tim e-ba t t er ed 
ofm ~ins of t he G re:i t \'?'a ll. A la rge ston e p'ai lou st ra ight ah ead he/ :e r: st ho use g u id ed u s int o an ave nu e lin ed wi th figur es o f 
sp oic size carve d in lim esto n e. The y fac ed the ro ad in p airs , a 

ace of fi f f . I . . two 1. ty eet or m.or e separa t111g eac 1 p air; t w o w arnors , 
ion s t w 1 I . 1 , '. 1 · and ' o e ep 1ants, two unicorn s, two ca1ne s, two tl 111 lit 

t wo h or ses 
1'h e a · 1 lay the ' v enu e ed st ra ight ah ead t o the central tomb wher e 

c0 ,..,..,b bod y of th e b st o f the Ming emp erors. Tw elve old er 
., , S St d -

The 00 aloof fr om each other, more th an a mile apart. 
Wall. ce~~e~· one w:i s a lar ge compound enclo sed by a high brick 
rnaJ·e . side the fi rst courty ard facing the entrance stood a 

St1c 'fi · With sacn c1al temple on a terrace reached by stone steps 
marble balustr ades. Close to, it was overwhelming, faded 
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red piilar s t w elve f · d · h 
b ] f h 

ect arou n and six t y fee t in h eig ht. A t t e 
ac ( o . t e cou t d . d . . . h r ya r st oo t he tomb it self, :1 hu g e b rick scruc-

turc w it sub terr h , an ean p :is, agc <; lead in g to the ro o m w he re t e 
emperor s coffin J I d ' 3 Y se:1 c below a ma r ble m o nu ment. As we 
c ame out we stood f J . . or se vc r a m in ut es look in g :ib o u t. Th e m :issn' e 
structur es of f cl ·d I · J · h · 

d . .a c J ri c · ~ta ndin g ~e t clcd :in d silen t o n t cir 
m o un s in th e r,rc t I . . h 

f b a o pe n p :1111 ag a1mt th e h ill., c;ecmc d :is rn uc 
a part o n at ur e h · \Y/e 
f d as t c ir su r roundin g c;, a nd o ld er t h :in 111:111. 

oun our selve s I · · I . . . . b' er h · sp ca u n g m o w vo ice s as if a fr :11J of d 1c;rur Iflo 

t 15 stupend ou s qui e t . 
T oward s ev enin g . d J che sk d k as we r eturn e t o th e N:1 n k o w re c;t , ouse, 
Y ar cn ed a w ind d . l \\'' ~ere J cl ' spr a n g u p :in a d r i:u .lc c;t.1rtc c . ,\ e ' 

g a t o ge t bac k t o th J · I · . ofll, 
d e itt e c:ist - ir o n , t o \·c 111 t h e r c<;t r o d 

an w ent t o bed e I I h · ]· ne b h h 1. ar Y· n t e m iddl e of th e n i.1.J1 t I w:i s aw :1 ~e JI 
y t e ow in g of th . d h . I wa 

b h . cl C w in , t c p:1tl cr CJf , lcct :1g:11n st t 1e d 
e m m y bed I bi . , f1 · c y ast s of :11r m ixe d \,·i t!, t h e sleet 3 

sn ow w ere sh oo tin h h . . I b rd s-I J h If g _t r o ug c r ack, bc t \, ·cTn t h e th in w :11 0 3 d 
ay a awa ke w ith th d oufl 

h cl . . e co::inc g rn · hhnkc t s wr :irpe ar 
my ea , w aitin g f · - · J I nnY b . or m orn 1n ,c;. \\ ' li 1lc: it w :i 'i c;t ill d ::irk , 0 1 

eat ag ain st the w JI d . II oofl 
ld . :1 an c :1 cd <1u t 1 li.1t \\'C h ::id b est lc:iv e as 5 ·£ 

as w e cou . it J I d . . . d 1 w · d ' 00 <e a , if :i <,ti// h lizz :1rd h :id set 1n :in 
e w a1tc t oo Jon I . J . h Jose g ti e r oa \V<Ju !d he cu ,·er ed we mi g c d 

our wa y and be co me ·I l ., . . ' ht1 fill cl ~n o 1A Jr i u nl. \\ 1t hm h alf :i n h o ur ,v e . . 
e o ur th er m c f] J · I 1es, 

. JS 3 ' '' \\ ' JL 1 h ot co ffee an d saddl ed t h e pofl 
as soo n as the 11·,ht ot.lt 
f P k . b wa, , tr (Jn g en o ug h t o see o ur wa y we set 

or e m g. 
Durin g th e fir<;t ' f h . and 

turned th I art () t e ni g ht r a in had p o ured d oWf1 I e 
e g ro u nd f d t1 rain h d in to a roze n sh ee t of ice. A f cer w:i r 5 1.. 

a tur n ed tr 1 , leer A d h . . I ot1V 1 

th e 2 ir sl . . · n n o w t c w rnd wa s tea rin g t , r 11 e 
, 1<J(JtJn c; ,t 1nP· fJ , f • 1 

g round 1· . ,.,ll1g u r ri es o sn ow ac r oss th e 1cc , JI 
w :1'> '><J '> 1p per J h wa ;. 

E ve r y t en · Y t 13 t w e ad to ke ep the ponie s to a 5 
min u te<, o r f b ·, rt1P 

th a t w e J . l . so o u r ·eet ecam e so cold in t h e st il 
LH t o ; u m ff d d I,cJ11· 

Aft er f cJur IP O an an ce up and d o wn b esid e t tO 
' o r per 1ap s fi h ble pull o u t a h ve , our s- n eith er o f u s was a . d 
w at c - we h d 1 II h wi!l 

h ad b low n t h e . a ost a tr ack o f th e ro :id; t e tS 
sn ow mt cl 'f cl rO were entirely c cl O n ts an banks until the cart 

overe . 
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\\ ' I . . . c , ad been ri dm g and wa lk ing for abo u t h:11£ the d ay w h en 
:1me to a sm :111 mu d h ue Yilb ge w here we located a d rea ry , we c 

fireless inn . A f t er mu ch an; um en t we persuad ed th e own er to 
~ell us a cou p le of cold h ard -b oiled eggs- exce pt fo r st ale dou gh 

::i_lls, t he onl y chow in t h e phcc-- :ind t w o la rge pew t er cups of 
; ~e. T he w ine alm os t l· nocked u s out bu t it w as warmi n g . 
h 1en we ask ed t he wa y th e inn keeper answe red b y wa v ing his 

and and repe :iti ng , " u;a11g hsi, wa11g hsi (wo rk west, wo rk 
• " v 1 en tl y for some t im e we h:id be en w :rn de rin g ou t of west ) " E ·cl 

our way t owa rd s the sou t h e:ist. 
F?r th e re~t of th e da y w e rode and wal k ed at a sn ail 's p :ice 

~ntil we be gan to sight land mark s ch at J ohn ny rec og n ized . But 
t whas not u n t il t en o 'clock th :it ni ght th:i t we arri ve d h alf froze n 

at t e me ss. A w arm fi r e an d :1 hot b ath h ad neve r fe lt so goo d . 

:~ 

ffiAbout t en da ys b efo re Chri stmas J ohn ny c:dled m e in t o his 
? ce and t oo k ou t a lett er fro m hi s pri v at e fi le in th e s:ife , fo lded 

~~ so th at on ly a few lin es wer e vi sib le and point ed · · · al-
10t gh out less than a ) 'C'rlr srems to haue tah .. w hold of his job 

an~ Proved a [!,Dorl wo;h rr 'a 11d has thrref orc, also been recom -
111.ended t L ' ' : b 
$1 · o 011do11 f or a m o11thlv m crcase of Mex . $25 ( a out 

1 An · · " 1en ca n cur re n cy) to ta!{e effect as of Januar y , 1912. 
on] Ju st c~mc fr om Sh an gh ai," sa id J ohn ny . "Our m ess is the 
t . Y1 on e 1n N orth C h in:1 pa )rin g it s ow n exp enses, and w e cer-
a1n y d I eser ve somethin g t o help out." 

jubi~ as thr own int o a b adl y mixed-up sta te of emoti on s. I w as 
Joh ant, over the id ea of a r:ii se aft er fiv e m onth s out . But 

gr nn y s r emark about th e m ess bill h it h ar d- I had t aken it for 
ant cd tl 11 'd h f h . pe 1at a th e m en in th e field pa1 t at p art o t eir ex-
nse~ ex c h · fi d · 1 ear . ept w en tr ave llm g . N ow , as I gur e 1t, my tot a 

111t 1~gs Were ab out M ex . $7 0 a m onth les s than any h om eside 
n 111 th l d the e compan y . A nd the sole r eason I u go ne ou t w as 

Wor~ on ey . H ere I w as rem ittin g all I could back t o t h e St ates, 
spent n g h ard at th e dir ties t sort of job , co untin g eve ry cent I 
disc/ s~dd en ly t o di scove r what I con sid ered the r ank est sort o f 

unination . The news of the raise turn ed sour, and , in spi te 

I' ., 
tj 
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l ife seem ed mi ghty of my love for Peki ng , my spi r its san · and 

futil e. y and 
" Why ," I aske d J oh n n y, " docs Shan g hai make us pa 

not th e men in other p laces?"' .. .,
1 

the com· 
"D on't ask m e." He shru gged hi s shou lder s. \\ 1cn , yhe re 

J ] . b"JJ no m:itt<.:r' f pany starte d, ever y one n d to pay 1 1s me ss 1 , · JJlc o 
. d h I e a cou he was located . \'«hen Sh an ghai m:1 e t e c 13~gl · , . ,,]ways 

. I I . r 1C \" re ., yea rs ago, they left Pek m g on t he o d ) 3 SI'>. • :1sbJ1· 
. . . . . h t ,·e no re domg fu n ny t hmgs ,n Shangha, that seem to . ·. Th e best 

An d there's a lot of hidd en pol;t; cs an d fan"·" " "' · closed 
. b · · J I k cc p :1 ,, thi ng t o do is to sta y on th e JO , sit t1g 1t :1n c. . . p k ing, 

I l, ·c1 11 c mou th . May be they th;n k a m an ou g 1t to pay "' ' II , er what 
R iding aro und t he c it y I h :id p1ent y of timer,, mu c~]- bout 

· 1:11, s a Johnn y h ad said. I recalled cy n ;ca l and saccas< ,c rcn · t h rough 
the com pany 's ways d ropp ed by ot her cm rhn· , ' prn , n.~ I , nd 
fro m t im e to tim e. H ow eve r I took Joh nrw \ .1dvic c ; t i cn

1
• co 

, . . . . . d n evc there I made a h ard and fast n ,I c to , " t '.c h t an d , ;Jent, 
knock the company. But I became m" ce ccscn cd ' ~ what 
I spent more tim e with th e Chi nese, ni,,cc even ings rcad,n gdiotJlS 
books I could get m y hands on and st udy;n g C h m csc ' Tze'S 
pi~ked up durin g th e day . J ea n an "" a tea n sh t ion _a£ \~~ ser tO 
ph1losoph y an d wa s deeply intcr c. .. ,rc.:d. I wa s gro win g 

the Chine se. . . . . ,r d s living 
Ho wever , I dtd not let rim """'" ng tend ency t ow . orP-

lf h . eve fll t o my se spoil m y C h ri st1111\ hrJlicL1ys. O n C ri st m as . f urs, 
· · fo1 • mg I caught th e tca;n to 1\a lga n, th e tr adin g stat,o n Gobt 
h ides and poni es, lying at t he m outh of the p:i ss to t he 
desert . ·mes 

As th e tca;n cl;mb cd up war d it cur ved in and out , at ;' the 
almost . tu rn ;ng on its tca il, givin g fu g it ive _ g lim pses d 0t .., ist· 
crumbli ng, b rcJkcn bri cks of th e g rea t w all wmdm g an · 

5
.........-

. I ·k taJ!l 1 mg I c a serpent ovcc the btok cn contours of the moun . al 
. . . . lk Like j so g,gan t,c •n lengt h, yet so puny in heigh t and bu · nu 
scen er y <Jf C hi na that impre ssed me, the atmo sph er e of ag e a 
space stcuck mosc deeply. uar 

A lcn ot hy b d N . r I(a lo . 
b , ra w- one or weg 1an, Ruckl ed, w as ou . tfl P 

numbe r one, but Was away on a nine months' exploratron 
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. . d on t he ship from Sha ngh ai. wnh the arisr ocr :it I h a m et . 
. . . t s :it the st:it1on . d Schne ider, h is J5s1stant m e u · b f ·om Ar izo n:i, an 

H b d b ro nco ust cr 1 
c w:i :111 ex -cow oy an . . "1'f ooli:1n ponies . H e 

b I . . d tr :1in111g n on,.., . wa c; :i wonder :1t rc .1 ung 111 an '. ~ . . O n Iono trips he d I . d<ll d hod h is po 111cs. .::, 
rn.1 c 11s o, ·n s:i cs an t · Sma ll bu t a t ough as a 
wore the hi i:d -hee led cow boy boo_:,. I . :im biti on w:is t o 

. . d d cowh ide 11s one . h " piece of s:iltcd :in casone . ' d ·nto m isch ief . 1s I. . . ] J-id an got I 
1ck h is d:1ddy. \Vhen 1c was a : 0 ·1 · ·xtc n th birt h d::iy 

d d I d f h im n l!S si. 1 a wo uld whale t he :1r ou t O · ,, he ret u rn ed , cl1:1 -h . l ] d twenty -an t.::, e r:in aw:iy . \\'!hen 1c rcac , c . d ood beati n g. Un -I fi I d r CCCl \" C a g ' . cngcd the old m an to :1 g 1t, an I I · n (h e w :is t h 1r ty -
·1 h befo re m et 111 I . t 1 c went t o C h in :i, t wo ye:irs , . 

1
. :ind fo u oht 11s 

b I· 1 1c onc e a ) c.1 , .::, . tw o th en ), he h :id go ne :ic' 1?11 d him th oro u ghl y and JOY-
dad. So far the old m:111 h ad I1ck e L 

fully ever y ti me . I ff. t "onat ely " but I'll 
" A I b " S 1 . dcr spo ,;,e a cc I , , • 

! "l. gre:it o d oy , c 1net k" l· ff H e's oet t 111g on 
b I Id f b . I b for e he ·1c ... s o . o d eat t 1c o son- o -a - 1tc 1 e T wo )' e:irs mo re an 
tow d · d · , ·y as he w:is. I I · ar s six t y :rn :1111 t as sp 1 ' h' . "t' s t he on y t 11ng 
l' lll goin ° hom e to take anot her shot at im ' 1 
. b " 
1
11 thi s hell-h ole I got t::i live fo r. I d . dim! )' l igh t ed 

Af , . ·11 t 1e m gy , h ·ter br eak fa st n ex t m orm ng 1 . d . de aro und th ro ug 
living-dinin g r oo m , we str add led po ni es al~ ~of r the desert . T he 
t l · J d JS 111:i ~ ll1 o O h 1

e cit y . T ra in s of cam e s p:isse l ' • b. be ll whi ch un g 
I d f th e t ass 
ea er, th e bell-camel on accoun t O Th e dusty streets- e~en 

fr olll h is neck , t in k lin g at every st ep_-I d t-were fi lled wit h 
th h b wit 1 us l . e s ops and peopl e we re row n f . d t o. Severa t imes 
Ponies. A Mo n go l n eve r wa lke d unl ess or ~de e po ny . 
I · · astn e on saw a fa mil y of thr ee or four sit t m g 1. t l1rou oh Ka lga n. 

All f Mon oo ia .::, d ...,.. poni es in Chin a cam e ro m O Swe de n ame 
1h at · · duced me t o a I l lllorn 1ng Schn eider mtr o f the great est c 1ar -
arse · · and one O h d n, pony tra der, m 1ss1on ary , ' . oun o- m an he a 

;ct ers in aI! of China and Mo n go lia . Als. a y, a~d st art ed out 
eft h is n ative Sw eden as a missiona ry on ,f1s ·~1"' n, l, ·re n1akin g hi s 

to I · . · a1t 1 w 11 ' ~ l. _convert th e M on gols to the C uis t ianf . . h pegge d away 
IV1ng b II. ber o ye.us e 

h. Y se 1ng Bib les. For a n\ im . TI Mo ngols we re not 
at ts tr ade, but fo und it po or pick mgs. , e . however, he 
enthusi astic and had no mon ey . In th e m eant rme, 
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had learned their lang uage and m ade fr iend s. So he t urn ed his 
tal ent s to trading poni es. 

_During th e Boxer upri sin g loot in g st ar ted in K 3Jg :111 and the 
f~ig~t ened nati ve ban ke rs fled, leavi n g th e va ul t s of the prof 
vincial ban k stu ffed w ith silve r and th e key s in t h e h 3nd s 0 

Lar sen. The stur dy Swe d e locke d h im self in th e b:111k wi t h a 
3 0- 3 O repeatin g r ifle and stoo d off th e loot er<; fo r thr ee d ays 
and nights until r elief came. H e w:i s offe red a g ift of t en thou, 
san~ tael s (A m. $5,000), but ref me d it. Sin ce ~h en h e h3d bet 
a krnd of sup er-m an , a go d to bot h th e Chi n e, e 3nJ ?\fo n~o sd. 
When he tlJ d . I Jive . rave e over th e de sert co llecti n g po 111e<;. i c 
with th e Mo J · h · . · ! J W3S JC ' ngo s in t cir c:imp s at e th eir fom 3n c · f 
cepted as one of them selves. H / w:is the o n lv fo re ig n er sa e 
alone with a M 1 d . · I ( ·I .. 5eJdol11 b · ongo og, a b ig sull en J,31( -w" t 13t J, 

arked, but at t acke d wit ho ut w arnin g 3nd fo u gh t ~ilcntly . .A, 
mo st every · d I · · l h Lar 

, r acin g an po o pony 1n C l1in a p 3, \c J t ir o ug sen s hands. 

Lar sen was I I f . . d L . · g God 
f . a so a c ose n end o f a l1nlc ro t un iv in . k 

o Mongolia w h b I h . . . f I ss JUfl 
·k ' 0 ou g 1tt rou g hh 1rnq u 3n t 1t1es o usec h 

pie ed from old 1 . · J f rcnc 
. . Cat a og uc<;- sew 1n g m 3cJiin c:s, b 1cyc cs, , 

mirror s with m I · 1 d . I y car 
. u ti-co ore bord cn , \lo n :s ch eap JC WC r ' 1 ·Je 

nage s and clock - . . ' 0 c -w 11 
th b" s not t o u se, b u t ,,,m p ly to p ossess . n c . ·og 

um m g through Id 1 · I L1Vl 
G d . an o Am cr iu n ma g azi ne, the 1tt c I at 0 ran into an ·11 · · red t 1 
h . . i Ustr at1on o f a y:1cht. He wa s so fa sc 1na f -w 

e insisted Larsc d J . I I J a e 
[· f n or er 11m <me: to pbce in a smaJ a {e a5 
z rom the pal L b t -w, 

sh· d . acc . 3 rse n fin a lly conse nt ed. The oa I fl 
ippe out in k J d . . d I(a ga 

and car · d n oc ' - ow n co nd1t1on, railroad e to J,iJ{e 
had g ried overland on c:1mcls. By the time it arrived the one ry ! 

Lar sen was a crtlde 
hydr aulic l11an of m an y v irtues. He worked out a. the 

. . system, du g I . 11 1.t1 
vicini ty a d cana s connectmg all the we s the 
yacht wa; u pumlped th em almo st dry fillin g the lake. The!l all! 
H npac <ed and h sfl'l 

owev er, all the Go d _put toget er. The lake was to 0 ach' 
erected on th I k desired was a pretty toy. he h ad the Y 

e a e as a t h ' d 
At dawn O h ea ouse and was highly please · l tJS 

h n t e se d d . o ( 
t rough the pass ov con ay Larsen and Schneider to '(he 

er the camel trail into the Gobi desert, 
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~un , stru gg lin g fr om its sleep , slanted its beam s acros s the rolls 
of mountain s, bathin g th eir top s, as we mounted slow ly above 
th em, with a r io t of deep red s, purples and browns. Th e sti ll
ness was broke n onl y by the slow shuffl e of th e camels, th e tinkle 
of the leade r-b ell , and th e occas ional h oar se ye ll of a Mo ngo l. 
\Vhcn, after fo ur h our s of steady climbin g, we stoo d on th e 
plat eau and looked ahead across the reac h es of the Gobi , silence 
and space seem ed to blend in to one , extending into nowhere 
beyond the hori zo n. 

--
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a Cantonese ref ormer creates ha1;oc- l hai ·e tro n/Jlcsomt cor
respondence with Shanghai-for j1rivafr and di jdo111al ic rraso1/S 
Y uan Shih K'ai's soldiers shoot u jJ Peking and !1Jol 1111J /J11n1 the 
pawn shops-th e first /Jresident of China is i11a11g11r11!1·d ll'hilc the 

city remains silent 

0 N MY R FTL'I , ~ 1:ROM KA LGA:N° 
I f · . . r 
b ou n d Pek in g all agog ov er th e n ews t h J t J rJ b id r efo rrn ed 
Y the n am e of Sun Y at Sen, 11:id ret urn eJ fro m abr o::id an 

n ow hea ded th e rev olu t ion ist p:irt y in N: 111k in g . 
Long befo re th e out brea k of t h e revo lu t io n , th is m ::in sun 

Ya t Sen was fa m ou s am ong t h e C h in ese, especi a ll y a r o un d C an
ton where h e w b L .k 1 as a . as orn . 1 ·e so many sout h ern er s 1e w f 
sick ly bun dle of bo n es en d ow ed w ith :1 t r em end o u s ::imoun t 0. 
nervous energy B . 1 · k . . t h 1S . · u t un I e mo st , 111ste :1d of b u r n ing ou d 
n erves wi th op iu I h · · · I ::t!l l'f m , 1e spent t cm JO a fier y , p:1tnot1c zea • 

1 le-lon g b attle for n :1tio n al refo rm s. As a yo un g m an he was 
a ead er am on g t h C l · d l w ho c 1:ncsc st u en t s, also fro m th e So u t 1, . 
w ere sent t o one of th I . . . . . h tl1 elf 
d . e ar g e urn ve r s1t1es JO Ja p an to fi ni s . 

e ucatio n and who d l b l b their 
f . h ' . , pa ttc on t 1e ac <. and ur ge d o n Y 
ar -s1g t e<l li ttl N· f . d th i t II e ippon n en s, found ed the mo ve m ent 

ev en ft ua y le~ t o the overthrow of the dyn as tv. 
A t er leaving J a 1 I . . 1 er~ 

fl . . pa n, t 1e ent 1us1ast1c youn g Mr. Sun, ov 
owing w ith the 1 · . rJ1 

re v o ut1onary ideas injected into his syste 
82 
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bv J f I · . . f I . . :ip:1ne,c pru esso rs at t 1c in st iga ti o n o t 1 ir ~oYernmcnt, 
tour ed th e for eig n countrie s sprea ding propag.rnda am ng, an d 

~ollccti ng fund~ from , the Chine , ex-pacri:1te ( cn n to~ay n i~e 
un dred :ind ninet y -n in e ou t of a tho u and of the Ch in ese in 

Eur ope a 1d the Americas arc from Canto n o r its vicinity) . The 
news of h is return threw a frc h pa nic into the Manch us an d 

h~d t he leg:n io n s furi o m ly sen d ing cab le an d alm o t burst in g 
With re d · · · · 1 . ne wc imp o rt a n ce . Som e aspi ri n g y oun g attac 1 s we re 
going so for :is t o r ef u se coc .;.o il inYit:i tions fro m h ighl y in-
flu . l d cn t1a ow:ig er s. 

T!1e clim:ix c:ime o n New Ye :u 's d :iy ·w h en the Souther n r ev-
olu t10 · · · .,., n 1sts declared Su n pr esident :rnd dr af ted :i con st 1tut1on . 
l he cou f · · 1 ntry was n ow un der th e ru le o t wo compet111g n atio n :1 
gover nrn . · I d I · · 1 ent s, :1n cl ex cep t 111 a few iso :1t e spot , t 1e p rov in c1:1 
and civ · ' f h . I d h ic gove r nments were e3rr y in g o n :is I n ot mg 1a 

appened. 

J fut m y Worr ies by o u t side po licies . T h e fi rst week in J anu ary 
0 l nn y rece ive d :1 for m :11 n o ti ce of h is ra ise in sabry . My ex -

pect ed · · · d d ·11 . n otic e was mi ssin a . Tw o m or e m:11ls arrive :in st1 n o 
not ice. I sa t d ow n and w~ ot e t o th e Old M:1n in Slu n gh ai. 

b · · I Was ill f ormed back during the mid dle of Deccm-
cr that I d d f · · la1··)1 begi,ming th Was reconnncn f or a nsc m sa · 

no: fa-rst of the curre11t )'fa r. Il owcucr, as l undastand tJ~at 
in -ices have been rcCfiued by of/){'rs in the field, I am wnt -

g to ask if, th rough an o1•cTsight , it was not smt out. 
Yours t rnly, 

A Wee!· 1 
\. ater I r eceived a repl y . 

p . . I regret to info rm you that the Londo n office has 
)1:ssed on our recomm endations f rom Shanghai and that 

ur rise · t t th t ·t is to0 l Was tur ned down . I aui sorry to s a e a 1 

ate n t ·t I h ~w o do any thing about t . 
ave Ji t t f 1.1 · C., w ho is ·well and h s received a lett er rom it tss 
as asked to be rememb ered to you . 

With kind regards, 
yours sincerely, 
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I spent a full day pondering my an sw er . Then I carefu!Iy 
typed it out: 

· · · I have considered carefull y th e mat ter of my in
crease failin g to go thrrm6h. /\ Lt hou gh I hrwe bcc11 out f or 
a good deal less than a year , ii is m y u11dcrsla11rli11g th(lt 
the Peking mess is th e 0J1ly one in 11ort h China i11 which the 
men have to j;ay th e ex fu?nses out of th eir ow n Jwclu •ts. 

Therefor e, I am takin g the liberty of rcqu rsli11g that ollC 
of three thin gs be done: that the rise i11 salary hr rrcon~ 
sidered; that I be tran sferr ed to some other point; or tha 
my monthly mess bill be jJaid. r 

Th k . f - 1 }.uss an you so much for relay111g th e message i n JJ 

C. Please send her my kinde st regards aJ1d brst 1l'ishrs when 
next you write. 

With hind regards, 
Y ours si11ccrrly , 

Wh ·1 h. ffort afl' i e I waited impatiently for the re su lt fr om t is e d le-
other incident occurred to up set further the 1\thn chu s an JI 

. . . . . I rh wa ga t1ons. One m or nin g I wa s rick sha1n <' :ilon <":;1c/e t 1e sou J e . . . ,·, ,, . w 1er 
of the Forbidden City and turn ed rn to a brge ope n sq u:1i_e J . d 

h · h f ts 00 a ouse wit a second floor b:ilco n y- thc onl y one o 1 £ che 
on the Tartar side of the city - fa ced the sharp curve O d 0 
southeast road. Traffic wa s cleared. C hine se sold iers stoo O a 
guard at the cross streets . Others were th row in g sand ones' 
large dark, wet spot in the center of the square . Kn ots of ~Jc. 
. 1 . h" c Sl ticu at111g C 111ese sto od huddl ed against the sho ps at on s 

W 1 t wa e stopped. Mr. Sung asked one of the soldier s, W 13 
11

r 
the trouble? The sold ier was almo st re ad y to bur st with peod 
up speech. H e leaned hi s rifle ag ainst the front of a shop a d 
accompanied hi s explanat ion with vivid, theatrical gestures afl 
poses. 

~alf a~ hour earlier, Yuan Shih K'ai was returning frofll ::e 
audience m the Forbidden City. All the way from the g d 
f h c· . d a!l 0 t e ity to his compound the streets were clear e ' ,. 
Id' d rtell so iers stoo guard along the sides ( the soldier stood at a 
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tion). Three c:irri ages, surrounded by outriders, came roll ing 
down the road, ponies going lickety -split-full gallop _(the 
soldier waved his arms back and forth) . \Vhe n th e c:irn:iges 
reached the point where we were (the soldier leaned forward 
an_d pointed a qu ivering finger :it the d:irk, d:imp spot in the 
middle of the road), a nun sudden ly appe:ired on the b:ilcony 
of the house across the w:1y (the sold ier rai sed his right arm) and 
thr~w a born b ( the soldi er shot his fist forw:ir d_) · T!1en c:1~e 
a big explo sion ( the soldi er waved both :1rms w ildl y m the air 
and dr ew in a long bre:ith to let out the hst word)-ba 11.g! 

A small boy, listening with wide open mouth, ~ulped and re 
peated, "bang!" \Ve l:iughed-all except the soldier, ,vho st oo~ 
as ten se as a poin tin g setter, his eyes ::dmost poppi ng out of h~s 
head in a concentrated olare at Mr . Sung. He waited for his 
bang I o d . 1 1 . to ta (e full effect, then proceede wit 1 11s story . . 

But (he plac ed hi s finoer agai nst Mr . Sun g's chest ) he m issed 
the c · 0 · · J · l h ol· h" arriage alt ogether (he pau sed for this to sm ( m, t 1en s O '-

0 is ~ead) · Ai -ya ! the bomb k illed a pony an d .wo~nded an 
o Utrider- ai-ya-a captain! Now they were sprmklmg sand 
v~~ th e spilt blood. Ai-ya! 

e thanked the soldier profusely and mo ved along. . 
th Now, according to the rul es and regul ati ons of Feng Shm (as st:~ stood at that time), a building openl y and blatantl y t wo 
Ch~ied Was exceedingly bad joss. That was wh y, a numbe r of 
suct ese said, the bomb missed; the throw er was :i fool to enter 
fl 1 a hou se, and in additi on of all places to stand on the second 

oor balcony In 1 . , te1·s the story we nt around that a S h · ega t1on quar h 
h out ern rebel had th rown the bomb. But among t ~ tea 

ouses and . d h y Sh ·h K 'ai had ar restau rants it was wh1spere t at ua n i 
ranged tl } M 1 ff th e thr on e so th 1e who le ~how to sca re t 1e anc ms O . . 

both at he could play his polit ics by h imself, without bemi 
hateJre~ by a lot of weak, depraved nob ility whom he ha 
bow since the death of his mistress, the old demon Empress 
ill th:g;r of th e Boxer da ys . Altho ugh Feng Slw i was a po:~: 
last .a~d and the legations occasionally guessed correctly, 

0P1n1on h h 'l'h seemed to be nearer t e trut · 
e bo111b h 11 t d to have been cap--t rower was officia y repor e 
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tur ed and beh eaded, bu t n o one ev er kne w who he was or when 
h e ~ as p~t to dea t h. It was a simp le m :Ht t:r to hire a m:i n , ~y 
p aying h im Tl0, 000 and seein g hi m safc::ly into M:inch uriJ , 111 

ord_er t o compl et e a p o liti ca l ges tu re . And tk1t is what che 
Chin ese in the m arke t p laces said was d one . 

A_ fe w day s aft er t he ex pl osio n ( I reca ll t h e t\VO coger her) , I 
rece ived an oth 1 . f I . er et t er ram S ia n gh:11. I t rea d : 

I have been in /ouch with Lu11don and a JJ1 jJ/casrrl to 
stale that they have reconsidered y ou r rise. A " illcre(Jse 
of Mex . $12.50 (A 1Jzerica1Z $ 5.50 ) wi ll be (/dd{'(/ l o yoM 
jJresent salary begin nin g w ith t he m onl h of Z:l'b ruary . 

W ith h.illd rrg ards, 
Y ours sin cere!)' , 

I re ad it th h I · d at it, 
I rou g scvc r a tune s, an d th en '>at :ind sure 

w as burnin g u · ·d H . . . I fi · g in a 
d . P 111s1 e. 1n y im ag 111a t10 11 w :is b :ic '· 1nn d 

ozen di fferent d. . .· 5 o I An 
h 11ect1on s at once . A m e:1sly Me x . $ 12 . · 

t e low est the c h d . ventY' fi omp an y a eve r been kn ow n t o g ive w as t\ 
ve. Wh at t h e he ll! The me ss bill r an t o six ty - fi ve or scv erithY 

a month Ru · d . . d nit , d . · nmng aro un all d ay 111 d ust and d irt an ·Jd 
omg work that called for th e br a in o f :1 tw elv e- yea r-old chi 

- what the h ]11 E . . . I· · g Jess 
h e · ve n with th e r a1, c, [ w :is stil l m a 111 ·d J 

t an any other . N I I DI h m an in art 1 C 1ina enga ged at h o me. ·c 
av~ to pay a premium to li ve in the damned o ld decrepi 

capital? 
I was up in th . I I f{e 
d . e air . p assed th e le tte r over to J o 1nnY· 

r ea It throu gh I l h . l "We ll . , ' s i oo <. IS 1cad and h and ed it back. 
"But l-1kt s t oo d amne d bad. But I'd forget it." 

00 at the me ss b 'l] " "I k i . 

P e hno w .h I'd let it go. It' ll all was h out in the end." 
r aps e wa s . I b I h s otJC 

of the office rig it, ut c ose a time when he wa 
and to ok one more flyer. 

info .r . .' I have thought ov er carefully your letter of--' 
mzng me that z 5 0 

beginnin g with th my sa ary has been increased Mex. $12-
I h e month of Feb ruary 1912 

ave come to the l . h ' · ·n-conc uszon t at I cannot accept an 1 
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cn·asc /()r this 11J1101111t. .r\s I sei: it , I am. eith er wo rth th e 
lil in:m111n i11cr1·as1' of 1\fcx . $25 or 110! w orth any rrcom 
incnd ,1ti on at all. Furtlxrmorc , with the m ess bill to meet 
1111d otha 1/('Ccssitics to tal~c care of , it is ex tr e111ely difficult 
10 11111/{t' en ls 1J1cct . I a/JI, therefo re, respectf ully asking th at 
)o u d o one of thrc · thi11gs: 

Cha11ge my increase to i\fcx . $2 5; 
T ra11sfc r m e to SO I/I (' JJOi11t in the int erior; 
Ac c 'jit IJIV rcsic1 nation. 
PI . ,) case rememb er 111e t o i\fiss C. when y ou w rite her 

agai1t. 

With kind regards, 
Yours truly, 

.01Be~ore I h ad time to ge t a reply Peking r ece ived its bigg est 

J ~~Inc~ th e d ~ys of th e Boxer rebellion in 190 0. 
the e t evo lu t1on i t s in N :1nking (they h ad b y now adopted 
TI name of lw o- 1J1illg -t aJ1g, or people's party), wer e stuck . 
t 1~y Were brok e ; wher eas Yuan Shih K'ai still had funds , 3 

rained h. 1 Ii Id· army and the w h ole of the N ort h und er 1s contra· 
th O Ni g a_ll the card s, he st ood pat :111d waited . At wits' end, 
1/1 ankm g cro w d off er ed h im th e p re sid ency, but with th e 
1 t e jok · h 1 

P er added tha t t h ey thought 1t onl y pr ope r t at 1e 
roceed to N I . 11 y M chu, did a~ <.mg to b e in :iugurat ed. Natura y u an, _a ~n-

st n ot like the id ea of goin o- down South to mix with 
ran ge Ch· a 

date a d 111ese, but agree d. The r ejoicing Southerners set a 

o 11 h sent u P two dcle o-a tc s to act as escorts . 
nt e ·1 b l f d 

after th e t ni g d1t of J anuar y 29th (1912).' tdireel ~lr your ays 
ente .. Wo elegates from N anking arnve ' w 11 e u an was 

rtamin g h h b 1 B · · l d I \Vere lin -~ em at a banqu et, Johnny, t e ur y nt1 s 1er an 
dero ger in g over coffee when we were startled by a thun
edg/s roar, sli ghtly muffl ed by the felt p adding around the 
shocls of the door and windows · but the room shook from the 

<.. A. dd ' l abrup ·l su en silence followed-a hesitating pause--t 1en, ~s 
time tt y as before the ro::ir burst loose again-coming back this 
exPlo/ settle down into a steady eruption of sharp, shattering 

10ns. 



} 

I 
I 

88 CHI N A H AN D 

At th e firs t vi olent b last we j um ped fr om our seat s, but the 
room was w arm an d comfo rt ab le :1nd we we nt b:1ck to our 
coff ee . Som e nea r by fami ly , J oh n n y o b)er ved , shoo tin g off fire 
cr ackers in celebr ati on of a mar r iage. 

But a minu te or two lat er t h e boy ch :n ged in t h r ough the 
doo r, br ea thl ess and w h ite in t he foc e. 

" M aster, come qui ck ," h e stamm er ed , ' 'so ldi ers m ake m uch 
troubl e- shoot g un s- go cra z y- k ill a ll peop le." . 
. We ru shed o ut sid e. ' 'T he boy 's r ight ," s:1id t he bur ly Br~t
h " F. I \Y/ 1t1 

15 _ er. ir e cra c <.er s don't make th a t cri sp, slu r p cr ack . a · 
LJ.Sten ! " 

We st ood qu iet. In t he st il l n ig h t air the so u nd s were cleaJ 
and close. Y es, it was rifl e fire . N o d oubt of th :1t . \\' e _coulf 
catch th e m eta llic cra sh of exp lodin g ca rt ri d ge s- t h e sv115h 0 

bull et s as ~h~y w hi stl ed t h ro ug h t he air-and t he pin-n -n -~g 
~f spent mi ssiles ricoch etin g fr om w alls and w hirrin g im pote nt Y 
mto space. 

• (7 "S ,, I . i11 ay , exc aimed J ohnn y , " listen -th:it shoo t in g is coJ11 ° 
from over th ere at Y uan Sh iJ1 K 'ai' s h e:id q uarte rs." e 

A nd so it wa s. The ri fle fi re wa s a ll cen te red aro un d 3 Jar? ! 
compound h · J y h l m ar tia w 1c 1 uan ad turn ed in to b :irr ac ks w 1en 1 55 
law wa bJ· I d . . , gs e s est a is 1e . It wa s h idd en awa y 111 the ou t un _ 
than five h d d d cbotl un re yar s fr om our m ess. Mor e th an t WO 
sand soldier s we re qu arter ed there. . ? 

But wh t h l · I firiJ1g a was t es 1oot 111g abo u t ? At w h om we r e t 1ey ·Jd 
And why? H ad the y b rok en out in a r ebell ion? O r ru n wi 
on a lootin g party ? Or w h at? 111 

We asked O I I . 0 Jl ' . ur se ves t 1ese g uest ,on s but h ad n o an swer . a 
on one pomt ut oJ1 
r wer e we ag re ed : wh en a C h ine se m ob wa s O . t.jJl 
amp age, a fo reig ' l "f . v: 1tJJ 
· h ner s I e w as m dan ger as lon g as he was 

sig t or r each . pe 
Our me ss wa f h . of t 

city. Should th ; one o t e best known in that sect1 0!l obabh' 
be the first th e Y start to att ack foreign er s w e would pr 

We I k d y wo uld go aft er. ,was 
00 e over d f ate 

well barr ed . h our e en ses. Th e t hi ck wo od en g reJl" 
foot w all w W1t a h eav y bolt in iron slots ; t he top of t hbe rbed 

as prot ected by broken glass and strands of a 
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wire · and . d f 
' < our weap ons cons1 te o :i s:iwe d -off 12 o:iu o-e shot -fut, a box of BB shells, a fort y -fin C olt re volv er at~ach ed to a J t holding sever :d round of am m unit ion and :i l:irge r azor 

e ged Ch inese but cher' s kni fe . If the oldi er t ri ed t o fo rce th e 
gate, we fig . d Id I f b k u1e , we cou , :it e:ist , acc ount or a few as t hey 

roff·e thr ough and a few m ore as the y en te red. O ur C hine se 
sta was I I f I ' use ess. A I fiye we re crowded behi nd the sh u t door 
0 ~ 1e narrow to ilet bet wee n th e ce nter wall an d kitchen . 
t s we stood there in th e cold sh ivering an d argu in g, huge 

aongues of flame shot u p fr om a di st ance of :ibout th ree block s 
, way \X!· h" 
th b.] · It 111 a few min ute s the t rees :irou nd sto od ou t agai ns t 

e ack sl·y · b ·11· 1· f d · "d 1 · ligh ~ 111 n 1ant re ,e , Jn m s1 e t 1e m ess 1t w as as 
, t as d ay . 

'I k now wh · · " J I "d · 1· d · "Th , at 1t 1s now, o 1nn y sa1 111 a r e 1eve vo ice. 
is ai y re ou t loot ing . I h eard a ru m or the othe r day tha t Y u an 
b!a,zeout t h ree w eeks beh ind in hand ing ou t t heir pa y . T h at 

B comes fr om th e b ig pa w nshop aro un d the second corner ." 
fr o~ 11

1~w _the fi r in g h :id bec ome scat tere d . \'(/e could he ar shots 
high a . d irectio ns and m ost o f t he bu llets seem ed to be fly ing 

' eviden t! d d 1· I . . . d "f fere Y one e 1berat e y . F ro m t im e to t une, m 1 -
etirl~~ pares of t he cit y , we cou ld see th in , sha pe less clo uds of re d 
rnou ~ towa rd s th e sky- n ow brill iant , now du ll , but alway s 

nt1n g h · I · h rifle h ig 1er, always gro w in g in size . Every m in u te t e 
see111 sdots Were becomin g m ore w idely sc:1tte re d , and the bullet s 
d e to be fl . . 11 . . TI fi . b d . ow Yin g 111 a d irectio ns . 1e nng near y was ymg 

11 to s d 11 quiet. pa sm odi c r epor t s. T he h11tu11g in fro nt wa s eat 1 y 

After tw h . . 
and O O our s di vid ed bet ween st andmg beh m d th e gat e 

Ver t he d · · 1 d h gate and 
O 

• m m g roo m st ove, we grew rest ess, opene t e 
Th e P ke d our h e:id s ou t to t ak e a loo k aro u nd . 

1. narr ow f F I h l\red in h str eet was empty except or a ren c 1ma n w o 
lantJ y t _e seco nd com po u nd above . He sto od lean in g n onc h a
a11d ast g; i~st h is wa ll with h :ind s in pockets. \ '(/ e st rolle d up 
difiicuI : e if he could t ell u s w ha t w as going on. W ith muc h 
111arine !, he ex pl ained in ro t t en En gl ish th at an America n 
tetali at/ 11 a scr ap w ith tw o M an chu sold iers h ad kill ed one ; in 

on Y u ' h A · an s w h ole regim en t wa s at ta ck ing t e me nc an 

j 

I 

t 

I 
I 

j 



m> ;• 

90 CHI NA H AN D 

legation. We wer h . · h 
b , I e not sur e w at to belie, ·e. Our Frenc h ne1g -

ors rep y sound d I "bi h d 
b . e P aus1 e. J ust a week befo re a r ump us a 

een ra LSed and n t I . . 
I . 0 es exc 1:inged w hen a m arine h .1d go t into a 

quarre with thre Ch · · f 
d bb e inese soldien g rabbed th e ba) 'o net o one 

an sta ed him . h . ' . 
t k h wit 1t. We conclude d th at it wa s best not co 
a e c ance s. We b d . . 

A b arre our selve s in th e m ess again . 
t a out t ' l k ' d th d wo O c oc we heard the ru mb ling of :1 tr uck an 

e soun of voice F I , The B · · h l . s. or t 1e second tim e w e we nt ou t . 
n t1s egat1on w d . 1 · a-

t . I 1. . as sen in g a g uar d to pie · u p :111 c 1e1r n 
10na s rving b k · h J t y , Id" ac in t e hutun gs. Th e driv er ye lled to us c 1a 
uan s so rers w I · · an leg t. I ere on a oot ing spr ee :ind that the J\ menc 
a ion wou d so b d . a 

G on e sen in g a truc k aroun d for us. Later 
erman truc k d h ck ever a d pa sse ' t en a Fre n ch . But no Amer ica n cru 

pp eare . The A · . chat 
did not · k . menc an l egatio n wa s the on ly one d 

pre up Its n t" I N ff re · We h a iona s. o explanati on w:is ever o e d 
ung around u t"l d b h caJJ out of th .1 n I ay rcak wa iti ng, then rout ed t e s 

e to1 et and h d I d pare breakfast. a t 1e boy m ak e coff ee an pre 

I have never yet b eh~ 
man was 11. een ab le to decid e how muc h that fren d 

pu rng our I H a11 such a seriou 1. l egs. e wa s a comp lete str:in ger 
s rtt e man. 

After a quick b l f (l 
had an East rea '- ast, J ohnn y and I packe d ou r cameras e 

m an vest p k ) d r <JI 
passed was ti gh l l oc et and st:i.rte d ou t. Every oo cs 
there was a d tdy _cl osed. Save fo r th e soun ds o f scattered 5~

10
,.0 

h ea sr enc e N ·1 r 111• t e last hut · ot unt 1 we ro und ed the corne £ 
h ung opening · H · 11s o 

t eoutbreak H I mt o atamen did we see the fir st sig 1· 
h · ere ay a b d I d ra<J/' t ere crouched h d O Y a mo st ab surd in its rel ax:e sp 111 

b a u died · · ht, 
a undle snat h d f ' moaning heap, sti ll clutching ti g ~ 
. d c e rom ctlf ne up hutu som e pawnshop· shadowy fig ure s 5 e 

ngs stag · ' d w 
passed one w 11 d, ger m g under their loads of ]oot; ail d 

bb . e ressed I h. a!l so mg with st l m an c utc m g a blood soaked arrn " 
b f rang ed b I 11 ·vs~ 

e ore two sold· reat 15 as he stag gered by and fe J J 
d h . iers, who h. h" aJJ rove t e1r bayo . were rus mg after reached irI1 

I nets 1 t h. b , 
t Was the £ n o is ody. 1 

b rst cold b 1· ·c (, 
ut was determin d ruta rty I had ever seen. I felt s1 t 

tu d e to k d oo rne white, and that eep on, and hoped my face ha 
Johnny had not noticed if it had, 
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f Cameras open , we en tered Ha t amen . The windows and doors 
0 . every shop in sight were boar ded up . In the background 
spirals of smok e fr om burn ing pawnshops lazily drifted up 
abte th e roof tops and ,nre lost in the blue of th e sky . At int er 
v; s I could hea r a fur y of shots and then qui et . Down the center 
~ th e str eet came :1 closed yell ow bro ugham tr immed with black, 

rawn by two po n ies at a slow ,va lk. Str iding behind, t wo by 
two, marched te n t all, slender soldi rs, wearin g black turbans , 

J\.11 af f er mat h of looti11g 

~~:~ e~la~k sashes knott ed abou t the wai sts of . their dark blue 
th oats and loose baoay t rousers belted m at the ankles . 

ey We . f ' , o o . d 
sas] f ie a llowe d by a hard -faced fellow w ith a tur ban an 
Ma1t 01 . red, balanc in a on his left should er a two -h anded scimitar . 

' C 1111 1 b . 
termineJ t_ 1e c~ld bleakne ss ?f dawn , the y we re a gnm, de-

0 f ptoce ss1on-a p roc ession of death. 
llt ro1 d 1· l · 1 d With n one of t he l:mtu ugs trott e a coo 1e, 11s arms a en 
st olen g d . h h . h . d b d Peerin t oo s. An old man, w rt pure w 1te a~r an . ear , 

thum g d hrough the w indow of th e brough am, spied him. He 
and peh on the w ind ow -p ane . Four men broke from th e squ ad 
h. rus ed f . 1 . d 1m. t a ter the looter . T hey caught h im, rough y stnppe 

0 the Waist, t ied his hands behind his back and pushe d 

,{ 
I 

I 
I 
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h~ ont o h is k n ees. TJ1e r d -w 1th p oised sw o d O c tu rbane d bcheadcr stepp ed for wa rd 
h air and pull dr · .1n e o f th e b lac k tu rb an s g r aspe d the sold ier 's 

h e u n t1 th e n k · 1 d t rou gh the · cc wa s taut. Th e sw or d w hi st e 
w· h air. .. . 

it in a fe w second s . d 
b amb oo st ick . h d a tnp o wa s erecte d w it h t h ree Jong 

s , a ea d ] d · h f death w as 
O 

. an g c 111 t c air ; an d t h e p rocession o 
n it s wa y . By t ' 1 k . . 1m every large en o c oc · a trip od stoo d in a ost 

I h d sq uare of th e T art ar Ci ty . 
a seen th e o ld . en tl . h' 

m en sever al t . b fg cm an 111 the ye llow b ro u g ha m and is 
im es e ore H h f I Black Tu b · c w as t c ge n er al a t th e h ead o t , e 

r an troop s I d · 1 m onth go i'ng d ocate 111 T un g ch ow . On t h e fir st of eac 1 

' ow n t o J J h p arade gro u n d d c i cc ~ go d ow n st oc k s, I p asse d ne ar t e 
m anoe u v res. Th e a: occa ~ion ally w at ch ed th e soldie rs at 

a~d th eir drill s h~ d a~l n o nO es, onl y lo n g, sc im it ar-l ik e sw ord s, 
h ighl y t rai n ed ballet a th e rh y t h m an d acro b at ic ag ilit y of a 

Th e old ge I · 
d h ner a w as p ast e · h f I er an is fa th er' f I ig t y ye ars o f ag e and like hi s at 1 

h s at1 erb ef h' h dr t e d y n asty I h or e im, ad ser ve d all hi s life un e 

h d f · n t e mad h f c a ailed tot I ru s o eve n t s th e n ew go\ ·crn m en 
a<e count f h. ' d 

t roo ps. W ith th h O im and hi s h :1ndful of o ld- f ash ione 
B h e t rone go n e h r )' ut w en th e d' ' e wa s a man w ith o ut a co unt · 

f fi 1stant thund f 1· J cs 
0 r es float ed er O g un s and th e fa r- off r ed 1g 1 

h h d acro ss t he w II f h. J,at e a a duty t f a s o 1s comp o u n d h e kn eW t 
it we ll. 0 p er orm and set out to d o it. H e h ad do!le 

W h en w e h ad fi . h d 
~o th e phot og r I rns e ou r film s J ohnn y and I r ush ed th eJ11 
mto_ a huddl e ~ t1~r ,t hth ~n hu rr ied t o the office. Aft er g~i!lg 
marin e headqu e m te rpr ct er s, we vi sit ed th e Arneric .in 
· f arter s and w JI d g' m g rom army b I b a (e out w ith C olt fo rty - fives haJJ 
of e t s u ck lcd d ·de our ov erc oat s ar oun our w aist s on th e outSI 

W ith an · · h int erpret . 
andc art loaded w iter 111 a rick sh a and two coolies pushing .i 

~arton s, I took a se . h op en ca ses fi lled with sealed ci ga rette 
mg f d cti on of t h e · d · . · !' roi:11 oor t o door cit y an VlSlted the shops , delrve 

h
but .bu sine ss wa s car . d. The sh op door s were closed and b arr ed, 

avmg 1·c1· ne on throu gl 11 ce! s 1 mg panels Th . 1 sma openings in the ce!l 
. e interpreter and I knocked on the Joo! 
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of each shop d II d . ·1 1 h .d . an ye e untI t 1e s opk eepe r was sur e of our 
1 entit y Th rd I . . a d _ · en we s 1 11s cigarettes th ro u gh th e pan el, count ed 
n l ang th e m I . . b " on to th e . one y, t 1rew it rn to a ig ca n vas bag and mo ve d 

co II nex t shop. For almost th e w hole of a w eek we were 
ta.ml pc ed t o st ick to t h is dire ct m eth od of sellin (7 t o th e re-

1 er. A slo d. . b on! w, t c 1ous JOb- th e largest p u rc h ase am ountin (7 to 

for~ ~; o or thr ee dolla rs-b u t it kept ou r sales u p , and eh/ b ig 

Po ty ve st rapp ed :1roun d m y w :1ist gw e m e :1 fe elin g of im
r ance. 
Alth ou o] f Cl . all d . 0 1 cw 1111ese we re out on t he st reet s, th e sh ops were 

omg a go d b . to ve ' 0 usm css. Th e men of t he h ousehold s we re afr::iid 
olde ntu re fo rth and lcf t th e shoppin g t o th e chil d ren and th e 

r wo men a d . 1 h d l . appeared a ' n ve r y yo un g g ir s, w ~ cr_ept out an t 1~n dis-
day's s . s~on as th ey h :id fill ed t h eir littl e b :1skets w ith th e 

necess1 ti es 
On th e af . I rece· d tern oo n of th e fir st d ay aft er th e lootin g J ohnn y and 

ive a fo 1 · f h · 1 · 1 · us a bedr o rm a n oti ce ro m t e A men c:rn egat 1on a Jottin g 
end of L . om_ on th e floor ab ove :i Fr en ch clothin g st ore at th e 

ten the \{~a ti on S_treet . T en o' cl~ck w as c~rfew . _F~·om fiv_e to 
across the b g~n s-L1t s wa s ov erflow m g and did a t hn v mg bu sin ess 
inan wh at· . But Johnn y and I w ent t o b ed earl y . The Fr ench
keen e of or d111ar ily live d in th e qu art ers assign ed t o u s h ad a 
of Wo ye or com fo rt and a sen siti ve und erst andin g of th e t astes 
silk be;en. Th e wa ll s were pink, th e curt ains lave nd er , and the 
bearsk ' spr ead and chair cove rin gs were lave nd er :ind pink. W hit e 

ins w e . 1 or a F l re scatt ered ov er th e polish ed floo r. On y a woman , 
and th :e ~c 1man could h ave con ceive d th e sof t , wa rm lightin g 
article . athr oom decorations. We exa mined one by one every 
long ti in ~he flat, sm elled all the delicate perfum es and lay a 
the sof; 1e ll1 bed talking , enjo y ing the unaccustom ed lu x ury of 

A.I l mattresses. 
h t 1ough . t ere a d at ni ght sm all fir es continued to flare up h ere and 

b , n s . . eheadi pa sm od1c shootin g broke loose at inter v als, after the 

0 1d ge11~ ~ ; ~£ th e fir st m ornin g the real d an ger was over. The 
to life 

1
·t a a? done a thorou (7h job. \Xlhen Pekin g fin ally came 

b Was b h d eeu don ' 111 a most peaceful way. Most of the damage a 
e to pawnshops. These jail-like, dignified strongholds 
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of wea lt h were alwa h 
their eno rmou s ys ~ted b y th e lowe r :rnd middle classes for 

Th d rates of int erest . 
e ay after th e behe d. . from the ph . a in g, J ohnny :rnd I re ce i\ ·ed our pri nts 

otograph er I . . ough aesthet h ' a stout ., on g-h:11n:d L 1g li, hm :rn, a chor-
f e w o turn ed . I -or t unate ly 1 h d . o u t unu su:1 ly hne wo rk . But un -

h . ' ie a a flai r f · · · J s w 1ch we . or in ge ni o us m onn· -m :1k1n g sc 1erne 
r e cont inu al] I d. . , On e of m y h Y an ing him in trouble or b :rnk rup tCY· 

sn aps ot s 1 d I . a sp lend i"d d · ' a i ea c ,111 ~I 111g from a trii) od came out 
es1gn f h· hi" ' ' at onc e f . 0 ig igh t ., an d ~h:1dows . I place d an ord er 

or six enl argem f VI days af ter I h d . . en t '> t,J be m:1de and m at ted . A e 
h . a rec eived eh . f · J . ere s ow mg m e th . cm, ricn s an d :1cqua 1nt anc es W 

. eir wo nd er f J f d J b I d-mgs th ey h d b u r amc r 1otog r:1 ph s of ch e e 1ea 
f a ought A ]] d . cs ram m y sn h · were u p l1caces of the enbr gemen 

aps ot Th h . · t 
tr ade suppli ed f · e aest et 1c ph otog rapher k ept the toun 5 

or two years. 

* On a sun h. f .,. ,:- ,:-
gat ion Stree ts my a ternoon, a wee!· lat er, wi nd ow s along Le
b d were cro w ded . h f .J1 a e roo m on t h f Wit orcig ne rs. I stoo d at on e 1 h 
beat of drum e 0Idurth floor of th e \Xlago n s-L it s. T h e m arcd 
b s cou be h d f , I ,.,i e 

oul evard f · ear w a ted on the air fr om t 1e vv 
. ra n t in g T elegra h L . Jt Was comin g u H P ane. Tl , e sou nd g rew n eare r, 

th fi f p ata m en N . The!l e e and d · ow it w as on Leg ati o n Str eet . 
. rum corp s of th B . . 1 ·nto 

view. Behind d h e n t 1s 1 Leg:1tio n g uar ds ca m e 1 h 
Id · ro e t e offi I d b t e so 1ers march· . cer s on 1on cbacl ~ fo l lo we Y 

th m g eight ab J · ' . • vP e rear. Th e r east , t 1e l ig ht ar ti ller y bn ng111g 
M · n, one aft e J ·h ·ca!l 

_anne s, the Frenc h ~ t i e o t er, app eare d t h e A m ert. g 
~ 1t? the Ru ssian gu ar , Ge rma n , It alian , J apane se, endlfl s 
s~ttmg astride th . Chossacks loo kin g like rou gh-h ew n sratlJe 
t10 . f e1r s agg . f ...,.,a., n, in ull dr Y pr ancm g po ni es. One solid orw 
t· . ess parad . I ___....a 

s ilrnng sight-bre th el, _w n: 1 com p lete figh t in g equipm ent f 
co or O a -t a <.m g-b d rY o s ne could not h I ut un ern eath th e p ag eant f 
mToohthly oper atin g m e Ph_but see, and fee l, the grim thrc ::it o 

e for · ac m es effi · 1 I eign naf ' cient , r e entl ess 
an?uage that h ihons wer e tellin g Y u an SI i1 T; ' . . his ow!l 

political · e s ould be 1 1 
.l).. ai in }1iS 

tncks too far B care£ ul th er eaft er not t o carrY 0 
. Ut Yu an Was satisfi ed. He h ad pla.re 
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his last card d ,·. Th d l . f an won. · e two e ega tes fro m N ank ing could 

hs~e 0 1r ~hemsclns how im possible it was for h im to leave whe n 
is so d1ers w · · h ere actin g m sue an u n ru ly m :mn er. The dele-

gates were on! I d I h . h. h. Y too g a to t a '"e 1m at 1s wo rd ::rnd r eturn wit h 
is note of 1· pi . h po it c regrets . If th e in:rngur :ni on were t o t ake 
ace it ad to be 1·11 Pel · u n g. 

ru Th e Na nki ng revo lut ion ists accepte d th e inevitab le. On Feb -
ary 9th 19 1? Y s1·1 K' . f II · th fi ' - , u ::rn 11 1 :11 wa s orm a y in :rngura t ed as 
e rst pr e . d f I . f h. C si ent o t 1e repu blic o C ina. Sun Yat Sen t he 
ant onese ref . f I . ' L . ormer , came up rom N an '"mg to t ake pa rt. 

ate in t h f f I fi I d f I stood e a ter noo n o t 1c n:1 :1y o t 1e ceremo n ies, I 
look /n the Ta rtar wa ll over Ch'i en Men G ate where I could 
bidd owe~ the av enu e lead ing co t he main entranc e of th e Far-

en it y new - an entr an ce neve r befo re ope ned excep t wh en a 

ave emp ero r h ad ascen ded the th ron . Th e tw o sid es of the 
nue wer l . d . h . t all f1 e me w it soldiers. A t in t ern ls of about t en feet , 

th e n agpo les carr ied b:rnn ers inscribed w ith ch aracters hailing 
ew rep bi' of Ch· u 1c. As fa r as I could see w as one unb roke n m ass 
111ese st a d. h . I Th ' n mg on eac side of t 1e aYenu e. 
e great I d funer I ' gat es crea -:ed slowly ope n: a pa ra e of cava lry at 

carr i/ 1:1arch , a long ch ain of ma rching soldi ers, then an open 
ge 111 wl · h 1 1 · h h stou t 11c sat two me n. T 1e on e on t 1e n g t , a s ort, 

and -i m an of h ar d but in telligent featur es, w ith bu shy mou st ache 
dent 1~ a genera l's fu ll dr ess u nifo rm , t he newly elect ed presi-

..,...' llan Shih K ' · .the a1. 
t ire, ha;an on th e lef t , dr essed in fore ign fo rm al aft ernoon at-
over wl . \ squ are, sallow fa ce wit h h igh pro t ruding cheek bones , 
curled 11c the ski n WJs d rawn t aut , and a lon g bl ack moustache 
seeing. u°i'h~t th e end s, hi s dark eyes st arin g str aight ahead, un
fixed st is sad lookin g Chinese with the hollow cheeks and 

Duri~re r as Sun Y Jt Sen, th e newly ap point ed v ice-president. 
the crow-~ t 1e ten minute s it t ook for the c:uri age to pass through 

s, from the entrance of the Forbidden City to Ch'ien 
• I 

the I t :V,as signifi 
SC°\'c ~Ot1ng St art <lean t t hac on ly civ ilians we re caught lootin g. A whole week before 
co11~a mon th s be k t he rurn or spread ab roa d th at Yum Shih K 'a i owed hi s troo ps 1'u.: hf the w ac ]pa y ; btll C hine se merch ant s cl aimed th is was im possible on ac-

ad appoi:{ed t ie sold !crs we re spendin g so fr eely. Th ey even whisper ed th at 
a cert ain captain to put out th e propag anda and wond ered why. 
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Men Gate, not a vo i J" f 'T'I. 
great m ass f l cc wa s I tc d , n o t a sound w:is heard. u 1e 
could hea 1° hon ookcr s stoo d comp lete ly silent an d sti ll. I 

r t 1e oovc s of J · When th . . t ,c po ni es stri k in g again st the scones. 
e car na ge d d h d faded a . isappcar c t rou g h the g ate, rhc crow 

way as silent! · I . · 
Pekin g th at da . th Y as it 1:1d scoo ~ . There . was n~ JOY 1o 

Y, c last of t he d ynamc s w as be in g buned. 

A few days Iatcr,,rI ~} d ,,, ,.., * I ai 
account' d r ecc, ve a forma l letter fro m che Sh:1ng 1 

. in g cpa rtm cnc · f · I J d been 
increa sed an dd. . 111 orm 111g m e t 1at m y sa lary , a 
I was both al it1on al Mcx. $ 12. 50 m onth ly as of March 1st, 

. P cased and Wh l I d che ra ISe as of tl fi up ~ct . y ,ad c , cy n ot scarce 
· 1e rst of J h b ceJ1 American do!J anuary-w at wa s Mcx. $2 5, a out ? 

A d ars, to a corn d 1 · 1 1 . ·JJioJ1S· 
n the m es b'JJ .1 pany ea 111g mo nt, y in rn1 J 

had been sk s h1. hsti .1 r ank led . AJJ duri n g the t ro ubl e our 53 es 
y - ig ; in s . f 1 k che 

~arket supplied; and . _rice o c oscd shops w e had ,ept . , 
mg them sd w ith the M:inchu s hidin g at h ome worr'fd 
b J ves to deat h a d k' . J,a ro (en all rec d n sm o rn g ni g ht :ind d:iy, we ·de 
the profits on °~£;· A _S~5 m~ss bill looked mighty m easly besi 

Wh G Y milli on c1g:1rett cs 
en arr od I . f J,e 

Divi sion to wh. h, Fa so a Nort h Carolinian, and h ead o ~ ., 
P k . ic rost had b f d to v1s1 

e 1ng for a f d een tran s err ed, happcne }' 
troubl es. H ew _ays I h ad a lon g talk w ith him about J1l 

e promi sed to ·f h h e J1le 
tran sfe rred t h . . . . sec 1. e co uld ar r an ge to av 

o is D1v1s1on. 

XI 
WINTER OF 1912 ( Continued) 

co11cer11h { 
C ,. 7g < ow n -and -out Manch us and sing -song eti qu et te-

mn ese N -t!: cw Y ('ar- concessio n !11111ters and other swi ndler s 
vi ll;e scxtuJJle loa11-sq11 ('eze system - a t en days' trip am ong 

ge towns -th e art of resisting curio sales111e11-tr ansferred 
to th e int erior at last 

for eh ANYONE WH O VISITED PEKING 

e fir t · presid 5 time a few da ys af ter th e ina uguration of the 
calm ~nt Would ha ve been impressed m ost by the spirit of placi d 
inter. in th e daily life of the natives , as if no thin g had ever 
had :.up~ed the even tenor of their ways. To a foreigner wh o 
monc~ve through th e rapid -fire of uph eavals of th e past few 
appea 5 th e grea test changes showed th emselves in th e dis
l egac~ance of the richl y clothed Manchu society and in the 
excite on quarter where th e very air was formerly v ibra t in g wit h 
1· menc I 11 f d h 1fe of h · nterna y, the syste m o gover nment an t e 
drop . t e ma ss of shopkeepers had been affec t ed only by the 

l'h In tr ade . 
receiv: d oor Ma nchu was a lost soul. Und er the dynasty he h ad 
( 13 3 ;,'.i I~ yearly ~llowance equival ent in val ue to so man y picu ls 
Conse~u s. f of nee. The amount varied according to the ran k. 
never w en; Y, tho se who h ad not held acti ve official jobs ha d 
becarne 

0
°t (~d , and looked down upo n those who did. Wha t 

t 1em ( thos e who had not fled) afte r their rice allow -

97 
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ance was ta k en away rem ains a m ys te r y , as m uc h so as th e life 
of a ric ksha coolie w hen after a few years bet ween th e sh aft s 
his legs go back on h im. 

Man y of th e Ma nch u fam ilies h ad, of cour se, youn g d aught ers 
to serve as a su bstitute fo r the ric e allowa nce . But certa inly 
they account ed fo r on ly a sm all percenta ge. 

A s a m att er of fac t , in Ch in a th e oldest profe ssion h ad de
veloped throu gh the cent ur ies to a poi n t of efficienc y th at w ould 
we ll be wo rth th e st udy of th e m ode rn A m er ican go-get ting 
bu sin ess m an. In Pe k ing , the youn g lad ies we r e graded by a caste 
system. R oughl y, they cou ld be d ivi ded in to fo ur cl asses. In 
each on e an old ma m a, thoro ughly exp eri enc ed in th e ways of the 
w orld , ke pt and tr ained a st r ing of girl s much in t he way ra ce 
h or ses ar e h andl ed. T he gir ls m ight be her d aught ers or n e.ar 
r elat ives, or they mi ght be pur ch ased fro m some fami ly on its 
u pp ers, but from babyhood th ey we re r aised in th e sin g-son1 
hou ses w h ere t he old man ias groo m ed th em and t aught th em al 
the tricks of th e tr ade. 

In the numb er one hous es t he stri ct est fo rm alit ies we re ob
serve d. All t he girl s w ere yo un g, mo st of them , b y Chine se 
m easurement s, p re t t y . Fro m ten or eleven in the m ornin g they 
spent tw o hou rs or mor e at singin g pr acti ce. Af terwar ds came 
the h airdr essers, the m an icu rist s and the make -up speci alists. The 
old mamas stood by wat ch in g like h aw ks, giv in g lessons in elo
cuti on and m an ners and teach ing the gentl e art of rep art ed 
In the lat e aft ern oon t he youn g fill ies took n aps unt il th e ol 
mamas rou sed th em to dress for th e ni ght. 

Th e fir st par t of t he ev enin g wa s spent filling en gage ment s ~t 
fir st-cl ass rest aura n t s. Th e Ch ine se m en n ev er r eceived their 
fr iend s in th eir hom es. Th ey gav e each other dinn er p ar ties, 
and n one was compl ete wi tho ut the sin g-son g girl s. A girl sat 
behind each gu est and act ed as comp anion and entertain er. The 
host arr anged for th em to com e and go in groups at set interv als, 
often ha ving three or four different groups in an evening, A 
popul ar girl mi ght visit eight or ten dinner p arties. 

The second half of th e ev enin g was spent in the sing-song 
houses receiving. W hen a party of young bucks arrived the}'" 
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were ushered int o a ro om. T ea and mel on seeds wer e placed 
before th em . If th ey w er e newcomers th e girl s of th e hous e who 
were free para ded before the door and th e guest s m ade th eir 
choice. If a youn g buck saw 3 filly h e liked :md had nev~r 
known, he could ne ve r t ak e her offhan d. Cer tain ru les of eti
quett e were to be ob serve d . He invi t ed hi s fr iends to a gam e of 
ma chiang. Th e yo u ng filly eith er wa tched or pla yed, whic ~ever 
she did she won. Shoul d sh e not play, w hen th e gam e was finis h ed 
the winni ngs w ere left on th e tab le. Shou ld he pla y, t he me n 
always lost . T hese parties cont in ued fo r a w eek or te n days . 
Perhaps a d in ner or two wa s thr ow n in for goo d measure. ~o w 
and th en th e you ng bu ck lef t behind a gift of some kin d. 3 piece 
of jade or a gold brace let. Fin ally th e yo un g filly decid~d ~hat 
t~e youn g bu ck was n ot such a b ad fe llow aft er all , an d _mv ite d 
hun to remain fo r a littl e persona l ch at. Nothing sor d id . No 
Inoney passed h and s, onl y an occas iona l g if t , an d for a month, 
perhaps severa l, sh e was hi s pa r t icul ar fri end. . 
h When a num be r one g irl reach ed the passe stage, eith er sh e 
d a? saved enou gh mon ey to set u p bus iness as a ma nia , or she 

rift ed into a numb er t wo h ouse . T he n umb er tw o houses also 
~ontai~ ed girl s w ho we re r aised in the m. In the.se pla~es th e 
o~rnaht ies we re not so strict. T he me n took th eir ch oice and 

ba1d th eir mon ey . Th e clicnt ele was composed of the great 
our geoisie. 

'fhe b l · th e scale. Cl erks and 
h num er thr ee was one st ep ower m 

t e srn 11 h .,.,h a s opkee pers support ed th em. 
1 e lo h . 1 l ber four w er e m ere h West ou ses 1n th e sea e, t 1e num ' 

ovels m ade of 1 d d th e w ome n we re h ag s. At th eart 1 an str aw , an 
t ese place s rick sh a coolies r eck lessly th rew aw ay fif t ee~ or 
Wenty h d f ::i to 1 of an American 

cen . ar earned copp ers ( rom To a 
t) in an evening; even th e itin erant b arb er could afford th em. 

* * * * * 
hi towards the end of Febru ary our sales aga in mounted _sky 
'rhg · Chine se New Ye ar set by the lun ar calend ar, was commg. 

e food h ' · · b · y of them sta · s ops also were doing a thnvmg usmess, man . 
Yi.ng open all night, turning out special succulent dishes, 
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sw_eetmeats and gift boxes to last over the holidays. Little old 
~ned up women were busily st umpin g through the streets smell
mg out bargains an d buyin g quantities of meats and vegeta bles. 
Counters were gay with red an d go ld wrapp in gs. Rickshas and 
~arts cro wded the fronts of the silk shops. The w hole city was 
1~ a turmoil of bu stle an d ru sh. Even the fat dignified cha11g fw ei 
fz (number one managers) of the larger shops had no time to 
wheeze away at their long ste mmed pipes. 

By the last day of the old year all debts were set tled and on 
New Year's day every shop and hou se in the city was closed fast. 
Long scro lls of red paper bearing black ch aracters were pasted 
on doors and pill ars. For a week the str eets we re dead. The 
o~ly noise came from the muffl ed sounds of families dining be
hind closed doors. For a week Pekin g did nothing but st uff with 
food and sleep, and two weeks had passed before the city gained 
back sufficient energy to come to life again. 

Af_ter N ew Year the foreign governments were busil y sniffing 
the air for conces sion s. Each wanted to grab off a piece of cake 
before the others got there. The new government badly needed 
mo~ey and all the foreign countries, with the exception of the 
U nrte~ States, were begging for the opportunity to do some 
swapping. All they wanted in return for loans were ninety-nine 
year_ lease_s on mine s, the control of a railway line or a few special 
tradmg nghts. The Wagons-Lits was teeming with hard looking 
!aces talking in hoar se whispers about such things as "spheres ~f 
mfluence", "adviserships", "backing back home", "new terri
tory" and "concessions". 

The only thing that saved China from being pulled to pieces 
was the fear and jealousy the foreign nations had for each other. 
If Japan received thi s, then England must have that, and Ger
many and France, of course, had to be considered. To parcel 
out the whole country would have been going too far. The one 
way out was to get together and come to terms. Thus the four 
European powers, Japan and the United States finally formed 
the sextuple loan group, and committees from each countr)' 
settled down in Peking to work out the details 

The American committee, known as the M~rgan group, bad 
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o_n its staff a number of youn g men who helped considerably to 
liven up the starched forma liti es among the Americans in the 
legat ion quarters. Every Saturd ay ni ght they had a t able of 
P~ker at which Johnn y sat in. I never played; the game was too 
stiff. The ante was Mex. $ 1 O with Mex. $20 limit. A lmo st every 
Sunday morning Johnny pulled a fat ro ll of bills out of his 
pocket and counted off hi s winnings of the night before, a sum 
running anyw her e from thirty or forty to senra l hundr ed 
dollars. Johnn y, of cour se, never drank. 

The Morgan gro up hun g aro und all summer, but too much 
log rolling amon g the other foreign nation s prevented any 
progress. Finally in disoust the American gove rnm ent called 
off ' b ' · · the agreement and left the other five nat10ns to fight 1t out 
among them selves and gra b what the y could without br eaki ng 
up all the treati es. 

. During thi s period squeeze or graf t in the Chin ese gove rnment 
c1rcl · . f ,v,· h es incre ased to greater proportions than ever be ore . wit 
the Manchus out unity was lost. Conditions were much the 
same as they are in \Y/ ashin gton when a new party throws out 
the Id · h . . 0 and 1s determined to knock down as muc as it can 
during the four years at its disposal. In a round about way the 
fovernors of provinces bought their jobs, paying part down and 

ala~ce in "promissory notes" based on taxes, and wherever 
poss1bl h · · I · · · et ey stuck relatives and f n ends m t 1e mmor positions. 

All f · · ·d . 0 ore1gn goods that entered Pekmg pa1 an octro1. ver a 
~e~r this tax averaged something like two million dollars Mex. 

ffie head official of this important bure au was allowed to hold 
0 ce f d d or a term of two years. One night Roy An erson an 
anothe f · · h h Cl · · roo r ore1gner sat in a poker game wit t ree 1mese m a 
h m of the \'V agons-Lits and watched one of them lose two 
'\VUndred thousand Mex. to the other two. The next day the loser 

as offic. 11 1 . . ia Y announced as head of the Pe ong octro1. 

* * * * * 
on I~~ay I. :=ook a ten day trip covering :he small t?wns lying 
a cook butsk1rts of the city. My crew conSISted of an rnterpreter, 

- oy, and a number one and number two coolie. I travelled 
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by pon~ and the rest foll owe d in Peki ng cirt s. A ll of the to':ns 
Were a11ke, small mar ket vil/::iges su pp orted by the surrounding 
farmer s. The avera ge p op ula tion was about 1, 000 , of which at 
least t wo th ir ds wer e ch ildren an d b::ibies. The hou ses were 
merely hut s m ade of mud and str aw pac ked toge ther inside a 
w:ill 0 ~ the sam e m at eri al. Tl,e shop s lined a n arrow m ain street 
str etchmg bet wee n th e wall gates at the t wo end s. 

0 · · ade ur routm e wa s simpl e. \'v'he n we ent ered :i tow n we m 
for th e inn, a mud wa ll com pound wit h one big courtyard, rooms 
around the sides and an op en ki tchen at th e ga te. The boy ~hose 
the best room he could fin d swept it out unp acke d m y thing s, , , s 
set up the campc ot and brou ght in a bo w l of hot water for u 
to clean up. As soon as the coolies h ad made up their hot paste 
we set out and, st arting w ith the inn, pla stered po sters all ove; 
the to wn. Then we loaded up with carton s and h andbills and 
started our samp lin g camp aig n. I wa lked in fro nt and han~e 
out the samp le packet s, fo llowe d by the in terpre ter distributm~ 
handbill s a_nd the coo lies ea rry ing o ur supplie s in th e rear. Aft; 
a rest the interpret er and I called on all the cigarette sho~s. d 
shopkeeper wo uld usher us into one of th e littl e room s; we 51PPe 
tea and after discu ssing the weat her and the rotten exchange, we 
ex d . , 1 · few pr esse our amaz ement at 111s lack ot stock, sold 11m a ·. 

d 1 f . h the1t cartons an e t. Later the dealers called at th e inn w 1t 
b ThtJS ags of copp ers and took up th e stocks we had sold them. 
was the company's busine ss being built up in every vi llage, cowJl 
and city throughout the country. h 

_If I h ad not become used to bein g stared at in Peking,. teJ 
tnp Would have been mo st d ist ur bing. Immediately we arri\d 
at the gate of a town cro w ds of coolies and children commenche 
to accumulate. When I went back to my room to wash up, t · 

courtyard Was almost empty. A few minutes later, wh en I agar 
:'en_t outside, the place was packed with Chine se of all ages stall ~ 
mg": a huddle,_perfectly still, eyes and mouths wide open, no :11 
pression on their faces, just staring. They followed us thro ~e 
the streets, stood before the shops until we came out, and "i,e n 
crowded at the gate staring with the same vacant looks w e 
we pulled out of town. 
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Few of the inh :1bit:1nts of these ,·illage tow ns could read . \\7hen 
the first posters were put on a w:11!, :1 numb r of old cronies 
squatt ed down op posite :ind squ int ed at the ch_:ua~ters . A 
crowd drew around . One of the squ:itters filled his p ipe, took 
two long pu ffs :1nd kn ocked out the ash. His mo vement s were 
slow; he was deliber:1t ing. Th e ot hers p :1ti ntl y waite d. Fina lly, 
With a triumph ant twi st of h is he:1d, he ej:1culat ed the firs t ch:ir
acter. Af ter an interv:11 of h:ird thinking he called out the sec
ond. Then he spoke th e two toget her. His frie nds and the cro.wd 
he had drawn shook their he:ids in awe and agreement , repeatmg 
the characters to each othe r. Slow ly and painstaking ly, the f~ll 
me3ning of the poster was worke d out :ind p 3 ss:d al?ng _Y 
:Yord of mouth to ever y one in town. The l1:1ndb1lls did their 
Job in the same th orou gh, roun dabout way . 

~n Friday even ings J ohnny an d I often attended the weekly 
Ch'1cn Men night m:ir ket. At dusk h awkers appea red fr oi:1 
the lord kno ws where and from bundl es brought on th eir 
~acks laid ou t the ir wa:es on th e edge of the sidewa l)-:s on both 
sides of Ch 'ien Men Str eet. Flickering callow candl es m lant e~ns 
of thin oiled paper str etched over bamboo fram es made dancmg 
spots of yellow. . 

10 the Variety of articles sold there was no end: broken _pieces 
of old bron zes, pewt er pots and cups, spectacl: frames witl_10~t 
glass, br ass bowls and candlesticks, bone and ivory chopsticks , 
glazed til es from some templ e, ear cleaner s and _b:ick scratchers, 
:orthless stones and imit ation jad e, faded bits of t apestry, 
heap second-I, d l· ]· · es miscell aneous small hardware b di an poc ... et "-m v , . dd d 

ea y rusted, thick Germ :in silver wa tch es, dmgy o s a1'.' 
nds of mended 1 · ff bottles buddhas and kuan yin ( porce ams, snu ' . 1 

c!i°ddess of mercy) in every kind of plastic ma tenal, to~e s, 
. fior_ed glassware, han oing fancy candle lam ps and on mto 
111 nity. b 

B d .. · ar!5aining was oood sport however, and also goo trammg 
in ~hinese. I imita~ed the na;ive fashion of picking up casually 
a Piece of bronze or porcelain, turning it over in my hands, then 
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laying it down with a d i~c·' u r ·•gcd ."1·r d c g "way The h k v ... •• an urn1n .• · 
a~ er would sudd enly c0m c to l ife . 

How much you give?" 
"N 0 good. Don't want it " 
"No good! Very fine p ie.cc. Ver y old." 

Th~ ha wker wou ld pic k it up and car ess it lo \·in g ly . When 
an °~Ject Was battered or din gy , the st at em ent that it w as hen 
lao It (v~ry old) was the fin al and cl inc hin g ar g ument. I-fe 
would Wa1t for it to sin k in, then bec om e confidcn tia l. 

"I sell you very che ap . Sure. T wo d ollar s. Very cheap. Look 
-very old!" 

I would shake my h ead ~adly. rrChia Ii (i mitation) ." 
Chi · · 1. a ti ".'as a mo st uscf ul wo rd. To ge t out o f bu yin g anyt iing 

the only simpl e d I l . 1 ·c was . ·. . an easy w ay wa s a w ays to c ;um t 1at i 
chza tz and stick to it. 

Th e hawker wo uld jump w ith surpri se and indi g nati on . J-le 
would turn the object up side d ow n an d show the m ark in g on 
the bottom. 

''Ch · r-:i L 1 · . , me· za 1· oo <! Mmg. True piece. Loo k. See makers 113 ,, 

No chia Ii! But I gi ve you very che ap- Ca n h ave one doJlM· 
I would I · ·t I were . ta <e it up and look at the marking as I k 

stu dying every detail. F in ally, I wo uld put it carefully bac ' 
sh~,ke my head again and walk slow ly away. ,, 

Hey! ~ery cheap for you. Eighty cents you give-- n o mor;~t 
By the t11ne the last word wa s uttered I wou ld be alm ost 

o_f h earing. 

At that time cloisonne work was a great fa d. Many shoe: 
were scattere d about in the hutungs n ear H ata men, and cle~ 1.. 
peddled sto I h f . . · w1tJi 
h c <s among t e oreig n compounds. Bar ga ining 

t em I picked h d · a flaW· A 1 . up anot er goo word, 11zao jJing, mea111ng •. e 
. c ose examination of any arti cle as hi ghly detailed as cloisot:-!11.. 

will soon disc! . d . . d O h1gP 
. ose a mao ping; an if the pnce see me to t 

dor one did not feel lik e buying, the best way out was to bttfl 5 own a mao p· . g -wa 
I zng or two and become horrified. A mao pin f 

a so useful wh d' l . d ·os o 
1 en 1c <enng over suppo sed-t o-be ol cufl 

a mo st any kind. 
When the w · t · b oJi!lg 

In er was spent and the evenmgs were eco 
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warm enough to loun ge und er a tree with my friend the Sarge 
and listen to his ta les over a bottle of beer, news came that I 
Was to be transferred down the railway lin e to t ake the place 
of Frost, coiner of bewaunk ed. 

Occa sionally, Johnny and I h ad heard indirectly that Frost 
Was drin king heavily, and once I received a sho rt, sarcastic ch it 
from him, s:iy ing what a wo nd erfu l place he was in, with a 
compound to himself, nobody to bother him and nothing to do 
b~t ~it and thi nk all da y, shut off even from th~ ha:k in~ and 
s~1tt111g Chine se-addin g that he had alread y sent m l11S resigna
tion to Shan ghai and told them what he thought-and pretty 
soon he would be on his way back to G od's country, hurr :ih! 

Fro st could not wait for me to relieve him. The day after I 
received my notice of tran sfe r he turn ed up in Peking on his 
way to Shanghai. He was a wreck, thin and white, and mumbled 
co . I ' d . ntinu a ly and incoherentl y about beiuauna.e . , gettmg away 
from staring eyes and "back to God's countr y" . He begged me 
confidentially several times to join him and get out before I 
became used to the lif e and it go t me. 
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ge~ti_ng th rough the cla d i ' . missionaries fi ,1. Y O 71g izoth111g but hold a !?.ey-ctt t by 
- VJ mg to t ' l grasshoJJJ f gc out-hous cboali11g on ca11a s-

Jcrs or cl b , Jozu- actl l o God' s co1t11frY 

passed throu gh p l . HREE DAYS A rTE R FR osf 
top · c <rng I cau h h iJl aotm gfu , six hou g t t e early m orn ing tra 
a stout geni al I rs t~ the south. The com pa n y's dealer, 

· . sou stan d · f 1· le ret1rmg interp mg six eet t wo and a fa t 1tt 
th . reter m et m e t l . ' < < to 

e mess, in side th . a t ,e sta tion an d escorte d rne 
of l"f I e city wa ll a h lf ·1 1 . .os 1 e a on g t he d . a · m1 e away . Th e on y sig 
shopk reary m am st f · I d 1 p11 

eepers cam f reet o nc <.ety shops an s ee 1 

over the cobble s: ro m _the squeaks of w heelb ar rows burnpi.og 
swe · ones mi xed · h h f be atmg cool ies. wit t e grun ts and cur ses o t 

When we 
with 1 · en tered the m es I d f a me of small s, a sm a I br ick p ave d court yar 
I rottdof a godown far~oms hrunnin g aro un d t wo sid es and thde 
0 ~,<e about. cm g t c thi r d, I sn iffed the stal e air a.o 

Where is th 
The 1· I . e cook-boy?" 

1tt e mte when he p rpreter w as a I . 1,e I f go eking. But I . po oge t1c. "M r. Fro st h ave t a1>-

Th allowed him . thin k have leave pl t f d ,, 
e t mto the d I r en y oo . 

s ove Was a small d b ar <. ittle hol e used for th e kit che.O· 
o e oven. O th z , .d ere n e I?.. ang at one s1 e W 
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fifteen or twenty cans . I glance d over the h bels : tomatoes, beam, 
evaporated milk . 

l ! st~pped out into the ligh t and gazed into the dist ance. I was 
t 1mkmg. 

The dealc M T · "N · r.' r . sm , came over and patted my arm . 
h t d~vher mmd," he said in Chinese, " I can fix all right . I send 

o is es f . Ch. · 1 tin f h . . to m mese resta u rant unt1 you have boy . Pao-
cl g u a\e very fine rest~1Uran t ." H e laughed jovi ally . " Few 

Cah~s you must be Chine se ma n-eat rice. Verv good. Just like 
1nese." ' ~ 
I th an!· d h. to ' '"e 1111 and we w:1lked back to the shang fa11g. It was 

an~ ~-tu rvy . T he cook -boy had lef t d irty dishes on the tab le 
b ust had g:1th ered over the furniture and t he worn -out bam-

oo mat l d. W . on t 1e 1rt floor . 
up tl e I was t aki ng this in, Mr . T sui in terru pted . I looked 

;,N e held an empt y cogna c bottle in his ha nd. 
he l O good !" he excl ain1ed in En glish, the onl y two words 
mu:~. c; then fe ll back into Chin ese. "Mr . Frost drink very 

B ery ba d fo r him ." 
near the head of 
qu art bottles like 

the e pointe d. In side the sm:111 side room , 
camp cot d d the , stoo a ozen or rnore empty 
one Mr T . 1 1 I · su1 1e d in his han d. 
star ted ·d d l d the t bl outs1 e. Mr . Ts ui grabb ed my ar m an e me to 

me ,. ~ l e, fro m which he pic ked up a letter . H e handed it to 
N1t 1 an . f "F air o trium ph . 

good or you !" He patt ed h imself on the chest. " I t ak e very 
have care. It cam e today . I hold for you. You read now-I 

my C l" I w 0 0 ies make everyt hin g clean." 
ent ou t ·d f d th e n b si e and tor e open the letter . It wa s rom Gar ro , 
u1n er l door f h one at Ch entow . I looke d arou nd t1e ya rd, at the 

Pape/ It. e g~dow n, th en ex amin ed the envelope and sheet of 
''N rea d 1t again. The n a third time . 

o Wonder " I d I " Mr T . , mutt ere , "F rost went cue <.oo. 
· su1 11 d the god ea e and becko ned. I fo llowed him t o the door of 

tw 0 l·e own. F rom one of his c:1pacious jack et pocket s he dr ew 
nese ~l;s, each ti ed by a st r ing t o a strip of w ood on which Chi-

arac ters w ere m arke d, and han ded one to me. Th e other 

, I 
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he fitted · . mto th e lock · 
motioned. I in d '. gave It a turn an d pull ed it out. He 
h d sen e m111e a d . I . h a accompan · d M . n t w istec 1t. The t wo coo lies w o 
.d ie r. T sui p h d b k h I s1 e, cases of · us e ac t e he av y doors. n-

w ciga rett es 5 0 ·11 I f e en tered c . d ' mi e eac 1 , wer e p iled to the roo · 
. ' oun te th e nu b f h d . agam st the inv e I m er o · eac br an d and checke 1c 

d h nt ory s 1eet . d b an t e cool" 1 1 carn e y Mr. T sui. W e came out 
M T . ies oc <ed th e door 

r SU . . k . I poin ted to th J cl h. ey, stuck u h · l e <ey an lett er in m y han d, held up 1.s 
Aft p is t 1um b and said " G ood " 

er every one h ad ' . 
sat down in th k . gon e, I w en t bac k int o t he shang f ang, 
. e cr ea m g · k I h time the lettc f w ic er c 1air and rea d fo r the fourt 

r rom Garrod. 

... y ou will k ecjJ one /. . 
th e oth er y , wy lo t he godow n and Mr. Ts1U 
t . our ney is n t t I 't o OjJen and cl , , 0 o eave your hands cxcep · 
h osc I nc god d Id b c ecked af tr:r , h i . own oars. T /J(' slock.s sho11 . e 

h cac c l'l1ucr)' J · lt see t at brand . . · n you r s/1arc l im e yo u 1111g J 

l · s m rcta,l sf: j i , t c can and w ll d' · JO 'JS anr, on hail 'h..cr sla11ds arc ,a:jJ 
· l e ts j,layc i l I . zs t?..ejJt fr esh. . . . ( ' anr, a so see lo it th at /h (' Jws//llg 

I gazed at th e b ]· . out h ro ~en brick n d . J ed at t e unp" · t d oor an ri cket y { urniture O anc 
,.in e wall s d ' o d 

gr adu ally simm e d . an bar e gro und of th e court ya rd and 
the mor e I boile~e ;;to a boil, and th e lon ger I sat and Iooke 
holding a godown.k ; wh ole job was to sit aJI da y ever y daY 

For almo st h ey . 
I an our I cl went inside and pace up and dow n the court ya rd. The 11 

latfonce. After I h wdrote out a tel eg ram askin g for a cook-bod}' 
etat a sentth ·s ff ·h ·Ja t n· my disposal J l O WJt the coolie Mr. T sUJ 1'd· 

h~ idng him that I ;o ldwrote a long, sarca stic letter to Garrod' 
ire me--- h u not und d 1 ha th . t ey could h . erstan w 1y the comp anY If 
e price O ave picked b f ha w II ' r even a Ch · up a eachcomber or 

. e. as I; I Was cert . linese beggar could handle such a job as 
sitting d ain y h )' 
Shan h a:1 twiddling m ~t wort anything to the cornpan f 

I fgl a1 could figure y t umbs all day; surely the brains o 
e t bett out a more 1 · l er. ogica arrangement. 
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Early the next mornin g I was up wond erin g what I could do 
to pass th e tim e. I h ad bro u oht with me H illier's two volumes 
~~ the Chine se lan gua ge, Lao T ze 's Sayi 11gs, Pickwic k Papers, Th e 

Jree Musk eteers, and a thin pap er edit ion of Shakespeare's 
compl ete work s, illu str ated with phot og raph s of Mary Ander
so~ Ellen T err y , Ad a R ehan , Sir H enry Irvin g and other actresses 
an actor s of the old scho ol. In the bedro om I also unearthed 
a~ out-of-dat e Scrib11er's and a half dozen du sty and much 
tl umbed 6d En glish blood and thund er nove ls. Among th ese 
atter w b h h f b h · as one y an author w ose name I ave orgotten, ut 

t ~ story was built aro und such an unu sual ty pe of ch aracter and 
an Written in such a vivid, unv arni shed pro se, that I read it 
;e;;ral ti~nes and still recall th e title: Th e Flapp er (published in 
wh 9 or 10). It w as all about a fre sh youn g thin g of sixteen 

do aped her eld ers, was ultra-sophistic ated , sneaked cigarettes 
an cocl ·1 half h <tai s and was alw ays out for rom ance. Not until I was 
u t rou gh my first readin g of the book did it suddenly dawn 

pon me th t I l · · · · f th a t 1e aut 1or w as pa111t111g a composite picture o 
~ new generation sprin ging up in England. 

Th t about nine Mr. Tsui app eared and took me over the city. 
st ere Was nothing to see but the drowsy, rambling shopping 

reet and h f . and . t e water front. But the water ront was an active 
int important place. Can als scattered back in the interior flowed 

0 a ma· h f h d. "b · ce In c annel of wh ich Paoting u was t e 1stn ut1on 
nter p d 

gr d d. ro uce from farm villag es came down on sampans, was 
ae ad d b · Pel . ' n repacked by brokers, and shippe out y tram to 
<ing or T· · ·1 b from da . ientsi~. In season the water f~·ont was _1101~1 y usy 

ing . ylrght until long after dark. Coolies stood m lme keep-
time w · th d · · d 1 h d fro I I a ronm g smg-song as they passe a ong t e goo s 

m t 1e b d disc d oats; and the heavily loaded wheelbarrows groun out 
or ant v I I d" l · of s . 0 umes of high-pitched squea <s as an unen mg c 1am 

thei~eating and grunting Chinese, naked to the waist, pushed 
I s Way through the length of the city on to the station . 

unwaa: ;ev_eral sampans tied up along the bank and a lot of 
their she. g1rls lying around on the decks yawning and combing 
or to aikr, occasionally stopping to quarrel among themselves 

llla e a l f · li retort to some fresh remar <. rom a passmg coo e. 
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Mr. Tsui told 1 
d f m e t 1at th eses an oliowed bu · J ampans were itinerant gi rl houses 
When we r et s111edss a ong the cana ls. 
d urn e from o 11 yar and tried t fi ur stro I wa lke d :iround the court-

through the d O Ngure _ ou t what in tl1e hell I could do to get 
ay . oth111g Af . . . . 

soups sent by M. T . · ter a t1ffin of nee wit h Chinese 
WJ L SU! I lay d J 1en the su ' . ow n on t 1e c:impcot and read . 
h . n was gctt1 J I . f a w .ile and out h ng ow , saunt ere d ove r the city or 

· t rou gh th f h mt o seven O • h . e 3 rt er gate . Near t h e wa ll I ran 
r c1g t white b d d sm all st re am · . . car c old m en qu:1tt ed down by a 

d g 1v111g th eir . Th no ded in a f · dl can aries a br ea ch of fre sh air. ey 
N ncn y wa d I o one spoke· th Y 3 11 squ a tted dow n am ong th eJil· 

. , ere seeme d . b . . y no ise; unc alled-£ to c an un w ri tten b w :ig:11nst an 
. or sound d" ' J canarie s sat O · I s isturbed th e bird s Some of t1e 

n st1c <s to w h · I h · d to br acelet s 011 th . ic 1 t ey were tied by strin gs at t ache 
b b e,r ank les B . y . am oo cages . On e old · ut m ost _of t hem we re 111 roofl1 
m front of a cag d h m an was wavrn ~ hi s open ri oht hand 
· e an t 0 t, . 
Its che st, fluffin g ·t . e can ary was re sponding by sti ck ing ot1t 
oth h I s w in gs a d · · · A -er eld out h · . l · n srn g rng w ith all it s mi ght. 11 

f h ts st rc < w hi1 h b. d d e 
0 t e Water d b e t e ir stoo d on a rock at thee g 
b . an Jthcd · If . e ru shmg out th ·. . it se · Oth er ancient codge rs -wer 
• • Cl!. c::iges w1tl II b 1· n-mg m silent en· 1 sm a room s or sittin g back 1ste 
h·11 Joyment to tl · d · e-W c 1 y, on e by O h ie mu sic. As the sun set an 1t gr d 

their sticks closente t heY_ p u lled ho ods down over the cages or hel 
th o t cir eh d · ·de e wall. I had f d csts an me and er ed slow ly back 11151 

th d oun one J d ·nu e ay, and retur d l P ace to spend a p lea sant hour uri 0 

On Saturday I ne . a mo st every after n oon. 
a d sent m m k l d' . ns n work done M . Y we e Y report on mar ket con 1t1° 

a space marked. " ost of_ it was lef t blank. But on the back wahs 
th su gg estion " h · h ·c b e comment s and idc I h s, w _ ic I filled out carefully -wr 

efore. as ad writt en in my letter of a few d::t}'s 

Up to the foll . 
I had passed A ow'.ng We dne sd ay I had re . d 'I Twice f menc a . . ce1ve no mat . 
ront, but had been c n _m1ss10nari es on my strolls to the water-

had of the protes ta :ehb~r~tely cu t-the first direct eviderice 1 
rette people. I had d t m 1ss1011ary's attitude towards the cigad 
to no one (exceptin;~ nothin?' had heard from no one, tallce -

r. Tsui)· Luckily-I stayed in a per 
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petu al state of pent up ind ignatio n at everything-on ·wednes 
~~y a stocky, ch eerfu l li ttle Brit isher arriYCd and introduced 

~ s.el! as the represe n tat ive of an import :rnd expor t hou se, a 
Iu s,diary of th e comp any . The men in t he field h :rnd led its 
aun~ry soap , Fl orida water and cand les, but considere d the m 

a nu isance and paid scant attention to th ese pro duct s except 
ahround Ch inese N cw Y car \\ hen we sold cases of cand les by the 
t ousand s. 

~ mad e h im sit down on th e front steps of the sha11g fang 
~~ told h im not to s::iy a word, ju st list en un ti l I was through. 

e\! to ok m y stick, and wa lking u p and down before h im, 
bu~ _ mg the stick against the ground in the manner of Frost 
d ac .1111 Pek in g, I opened up. I explained the job in every sma ll 

1 etai' gave him the ke y to exa mine :111d point ed out it s m erits, 
ectured l . . 1 on t 1e beaut y and st ren gt h of th e lock, showe d him the 
~ad, ~11 which I hun g the key at ni ght; th en I lit into Shanghai 

l1 111 tl ·1 ion ' f . 1e_ v_1 est lan gu::ige I could command, e.·pre ssed my opin-
th' 0 ff mdiv1dual persona lities and their br ain s. Having got all 
w;\ 0 1:1Y che st, and completely out of wind, I thanked him and 

Afordially shook hands. 
terw d pod ar s, I had the cook-boy t ake a sn apshot wit h my vest-

ha <~t camera of the two of us holdin g my stick with the key 
ishngmg from the center. I persuaded the accommodating Brit-

er to sta fi · h d · d I he ste e Y over an extra day for the m s _e pnnt, an w 1_en 
for pd' d on the train I gave him my ble ssmg and begge d h im 
c11 go s sake to h and over the picture to the number one at 

entow d god an pass him the word that I had an eagle eye on the 
own and l h 1 · · ·1 · h shan f t 1at t e key hun o safe y on its pnvate na1 m t e 
~ ang. a 

Another I . . Be w . Wee<- passed and one mornmg Garrod walked m. 
kc,,. ~T grinning and wanted to know if I still had the godown 

J J.,.e ex 1 . for tw P amed that he h ad been away from headquarters 
Put 

O 
0 . Weeks trying to settle the question of a prohibitive tax 

n 111 Sl · the Re b1'1an s1 Province by the new governor appointed under 
keep in pu t· _We h ad a long discussion over the necessity of 
that I g ha i°reigner in my position and it was finally decided 

s ou d make a trip up through the canals and he would 

i I 
I 
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see, in the meantime, if he co uld n o t arran g e to clo se the mess 
and transfer me to di v ision he ad qu:-irr ers at Chernow . 

A few days later I was s; rr; n g ;n a w;c ker cha;, under '?' 
cur ve d mat roof of an awkward o ld h o usebo at flo:-iting slow Y 
aw ay from th e city. My qu art ers in front ju st barely held the 
ch air, campc ot an d a smaIJ tab le w ith onl y suffici en t deck space 
ahe ad for a goo d stretch. On each side , a coo lie sta ndin g onh an 

b d 1 'd er t e o ut oar , a n arr ow pl ank ju ttin g o ut on e;ic 1 s1 e ov 
. I h' . w ith one Water, marnpu ate d hi s lon g clum sy oa r by pu s 111g it dle 

hand, and whh the ot her jerked back a rope t;ed to the han A 
of the oar and an ;, on 6n g at the bott om edge of the boa\ r 
third coolie loafed at th e rudd er and cooked meals fo r the ot e 
two. h 

Wh · d I t throug en we reached a to w n the m terpr eter an we n dbills 
the standard routine o f po stin g , samp lin g, g iv in g out h~n ut 
and seliin g in the sam e mann er I had learned tr ave Jling 0 

from P ek ing. f1 d 
. b oo . On the second day out we struc k a section r avage d Y te!, 

A f 1 t of -wa s ar as I could see th e flat, tr eeless land was one s_iee 'de their 
In order to keep to their cour se the boatme n laid asi an 
oa rs and p oled. St andin g on one side in the front a boatrsh, 
gras pe~ hi s twe_nty_ foot pole as if h e were go in g to spe:~ aangle 
thru st 1t alon gs ide into the mud bott om of the can al a t to 
reaching hi s sh ould er , held it stilI w hile h e pu shed his w ay 
the rear, then puiled it out and dr agge d it bac k to the fron:ere 

We wer e in the floo ded di strict fo r five d ays . F ar m_erE Jds, 
rowing and palin g smaII flat-bottom boats through ~heirar:und 
In the town s th e populace m ade th eir purchases movm g and 
. h f h 1 h. d . . 1 boats m t e same as ion. At every p ace we ire s1m1 ar d the 
v;sited the shops. The water was about two feet h;gh an Y to 

shopkeepers and their clerks stood on boxes. An awkward ;:1ood 
carry on business, but we posted, sampled and sold as if that 
were an everyday affair. Lucky for the farmers, howev~r, Jot. 
their crops were all ;n. Even so, they were a starved looku;l .,,s 

The last four days we were back to where the Ian ide 
dry. High banks with footpaths at the bottom ran alonf~on 
the canals and again the boatmen changed their propu 5 

0 . b. d 1,,a·rk ets are paradise n sumnier mornings tr 1 ,, 

to canary fans 
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tac t ics. Thi s t ime th ey bro u,,h c out t wo long ropes , t ied one 
end of each t o the thi cl: cc~tcr m:iH .in d ch:iincd che other 
to a shor te r ro pe looped to a stick of wood . The t wo oarsrnen 
J' d · · . 1 h · J · breasts s ippe in siue t c loop'>, placed the sticks ag:iins t t 1eir f che 

and t ru dged along the foo tp at h-they rem inded me O y 
d 'd 's scor woo cut dra wing s I thrill ed over as a k id , in Tro w bn ge 

of the youn g hero' s ad venture s on the Eric Can:11. n 

It was In dian sum me r and in the m id d le of t he day chefsur-
b d f che a ce eat ow n me rcilessly. But to wu ds the latte r pa rt O I the 
noon the air coo led off. In th e field s of k:w liang s_cubb {verY 
grasshopp ers set up a v ibra ti ng clatter t hat was dc::ifc nin g. one 
aft ern oon , shortly before su ndo w n , we stoppe d t he boat , hased 
of the boat m en fe tc hed a bask et , and for an h ou r w e c big 
do w n gra sshopp ers. T he st ub ble w as cr amme d w ith chern, 
plu m p fe llows all a bri gh t g reen. ulled off 

W h en w e h ad fini shed t he catc h th e boat cook P ntil 
th eir w ings an d legs w ashed th e bodi es and frie d ch em] ·\ en 
t] . . ' j 'J f . d e1 1C 1ey were a ni ce cn sp bro w n . Th ey smel led 1 <:e ne e to 
and looke d delicious. Sev er al tim es the boatma n begged me.ots 

h b . ] pre" try t em , ut cu rsed w ith t he sam e ima g in at ion t 1 at 
som e people fr om t ouc h ing a sn ail, I r ef used . . cr bi.It 

I h · d · 0 rh1t10 n t e exci t em ent of get t in g aw ay fr om oin g 11 -w:is 
hol d a k ey, t he on ly readi n g m atter I h ad brou ght alonT,ecch 
the half mil dewe d Scrib ner 's. In the bac k w as a short \11ar's 
laid in the bazaars of Co ns tant in op le de scrib in g the au r the 
battle ag ainst the cunnin g and wi les of a Bagdad J ew 0 "~rl'le, 1 

. f d t a ti , ,. f pri ce o a prayer ru g . Sit t in g on the bo at fo r ays a d o 
h . . d b che en . m ust ave read 1t a hundr ed and fi fty tunes, an Y 1 ologr 

th e voyage I h ad analyz ed it in every way p ossible, P~~c 1 
5y.o; 

cally an d ph ysiologic ally-p lot , for m, balanc e, com p osit1i !lde of 
t ax , gra mm ar , pu nctu at ion- ev en t o th e sligh tes t s a J red 
m eani ~g at t ached to each wo rd ( th ere were exa ctl y t wo hd~ iril; 
a?d ~hirty- four Words). Th e more I read it th e mor e rnY a 
tio n incr eased. Not a flaw could I fin d. ob.o.01 

On .my ret urn to Paotingf u I fo u n d a sh ort not e fr orn J oJ11; 
enclo sin g a fol d d h f d h t th e c '.l . e s eet o p ap er . The no t e st at e t a . b v.otJJ. 
p any had tried to hold Fr ost in Shan gh ai at a cl eric al J0 
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he got used to t he Ch inese; even tha t slight contact was too 
much; he stuc k to hi s resignation :rnd w:1s on h is way home. If 

I un folded the cab lc--- it was addressed to Johnny and myse ' 
was dated two days out on t he ocean- and read : 

far ewell t o Chin a on w ay back to Gods country 
good- bye aud good luck to the bewaunk.ed 

So th ey had tr ied to keep him in Shangh ai. _It sud den~y o~
curred to me th at th e comp any did not w ant thelf men to rethur:1 
h . l . . d 11· lono t ales about t eir 0 me wit 1 bi t ter feelings an t e mg b 

hardships and pri vat ions. 



\ I 

l 

XIII 
OCTOBER-NOVEMBER: 1912 

a French hotel for L interio ·t a mess- e Cercle Franrais- a typical has-been 
r CZ y--more beefi th / Ch' . ng- e ow-dow n on running a t-

o - z era y drum m ing up trad e nese retail sh p t ·t ll 

worked up . I WAS BEGINNING TO G£
1 

on Sh k agam over the dead life I was leading and falling back 
when ~ espe.ared and Lao Tze's Tao T e Ching for consolatio.Jl, 

receive the im · I . d instructi patient Y waited for letter from Garro 
ng me to hand h cl · d proceed to d' . . h over t e go own key to Mr. Tsui a.Jl 

ivision ead h · d me on th b k . q~arters at C entow. Mr. Tsui patte , 
e ac and said m Ch' "V o ' He added in En Ii h . mese, ery sorry see you g · 

Wh h g s , with a beaming smile "Good!,, 
en t e French bt . cl , 1 "/ up through the O .ame a concession to build a r ai ~a l 

of Shansi p . mou~tams connecting Taiyuanfu the capita 
rovmce with th . 1· ' p k'.t1g and Hanko h ' e roam me running between e 1 

f . w t ey chose Che t h · · u.Jlt o its conven. I . n ow as t e Junction on acco 
city of comm1ent ohcat10n. With visions of its future as a great 

erce t ey b ·1 . , .J1 hotel. But i , U1 t an expensive and imposing foreig 
n spite of th · h · -w and remained th eir ent usiasm Chentow refused to gro d 

always been F e same dull market town for farmers it ha 
· · or seve I h · .tl in lonely, isolated s fa years t. e hotel stood facing the stat~O 

into decay th F p endor. Fmally to keep it from falh 11g 
e rench d · 1 t nothing. From the ~ente It to the company for a mos 

n on It was used as a combined office, mess 
116 
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a~d godown. Even when all the men were in from the field 
; ey were lost in its hollow depths; ordinary conversation and 
ootstep~ loudly echoed back from the walls of empty rooms and 

cav~rn-Wte corrid ors. 
G Five foreigners-all American-were there whe n I arrived. 

1. arrod was from the tobacco growi ng section of North C aro -
ina. On f 1 . e o t 1e ot her four was my fnend Bartlett who had met 
:eat the bund on my arrival in Shanghai. Two of th e remain
lal w~re also from North C:irolina: a t:111 rawboned, awkward 
and w O had left a plow behind in the sandy soil where melons 
me peanuts grew and a flat chested tobacco chewer with a tall 
Wamho_ry, formerly a page in the House of Representatives at 

s ingt o Tl fi . . who h d n. 1e fth was a good-natured talkative Geor gian 
Was .a spent most of his life leanin g against a drug store and 
mer given to fancy cut clothes. \X'ith the except ion of the for 
leav·pagef, none of them had been out of th eir native state before 

mg or Cl· trains and .1ma. All. but Garro~ spent 1:1ost of t~e. ~ime on 
ritorie B carts and at mn s, covering the differen t div1S1on ter
Were :ii ut whe n I join ed them the last week in Octob er they 
reports gat~ered at headqu arte rs, making out their monthly 
craps ' getti~g together food supplies, playing bridge, shooting 
tails ~tm~tching silver, :rnd spen ding children's hour over cock-

lad t e ~ ercle Fra11rais. 
· Y' a tiny · 1 1 · f · · tion w· l d aristocratic Pekinese (not new 1eezmg at im1ta-

1t 1 a 1. of an En 1. ng mg, dribblin g tong ue) who h:id the temperament 
and a ~ ish woman of nobility t ravelling in a second class coach, 

pair of 1 Th Were a azy Shantun (7 cats completed the mess. e cats 
rem l b o tnilky wh· ar <-a le coupl e. Both the m ale and female were a 

grace of it~, had light, vivid blue ey1:s and the quickn ess and 
nary cat a ~iger. The m ale was almost twice the size of an ordi
extreniel With hair five or six inches in length. This species was 
?red ye/ rhe and difficult to obtain. For more than two hun -
1nce of sr t ey had been bred solely by one fam ily in the prov-

1'he Ce a~tung, and when a male was sold he was castr ated. 
a large g re e Franrais was on the far side of the town and faced 
of h rass en 1 t e Fren h c osure around which were gro uped the homes 

c staff of the Shansi Railway line. The colony must 



-~- -~ -

118 CHINA HAND 

have totall ed a hund red an d t we nt y -five me n p lus the ir wives 
or J apane se and C hinese con cub ines. Ho weve r, t hose who came 
out _unmarried did n ot remain so long . Most of t hem felt the 
Stra m to be t oo great to wai t the len g th of t ime it to ok to ~et 
fem~es out from hom esid e, look ed arou nd and bou gh t up nice 
lo~king Chin ese, sometime s J apa nese, g ir ls and eve n tu:i lly,_whe~ 
children were born, mad e t he m lega l w ives. It w as considere 
the only pr actica l thin g to do. 

In the wooden t wo ro om clu bhou se fr om six to eight or ha!f
past several games of brid ge wer e kept go ing, but th e rnajoritY 
of the memb ers sat at small rou n d table s and sipped absinthe 
frappe. When the car d players joine d the drin kers and the 
final rounds of cockta ils began, the shack was a bedlam- l 

The me als at the mess were u nu sually goo d. W ild geese, du\ 
and ph easant were brou ght do w n from Sh ans i and the ~00 

had a flair for ma kin g deliciou s semi-Chine se soups, especiallY 
conso · · h I was mme s wit c 1opp ed sh ark fins and sea slu gs. The mess f 
also kept su 1 · d · h . · · d yes o PP 1e wit watercress which the sen s1t1ze e 
the F~ench had discovered growing in the sma ll strea ms alo!lg 
the railway line. 

Aft f d d . (7 the er a ew ays hanging around the office stu y ino 
files a_nd reports, Harry C., the former page, and I got roget~:~ 
camping out fits and severa l boxes of chow and cau ght th e so 
bound Peking-Hank.ow train. With us went an interpreter, ~ 
b~y and two cooli es. We were bound for Shuntefu, a half daY 
tnp down the line, and other points nearby. d 

Fro t. · · b s all m 1me to time the tram stopped to take on la orer 5 
farmers · II f · <7!ler carrying ro s of bedding on their backs. Only oreio do 
or the wealthy rode in the first class carriages; the wcll-t~-d· 
merchants · th d h . . 1 thir ' 111 e secon ; t ose who could afford 1t 111 t 1e 
and the lab · l . d b bieS..-.1 cl ormg c ass-men, women, children an a th 
pli e up against each other on the floors of the seatless four 
c ass cars. 

I t is 
f n speaking of the Chinese laboring class "coolie " or kit t, r 

o ten used as bl I ' ' h acte 
f k a an cet word. Although the Chinese c ar h !' 
Or U means "h d" d h z · . b · C a ar , an t e i combmed with anot er h t 

acter means "lab " I h t a or , ave heard educated Chinese argue 
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the ~ord "coolie" was of fore ign origin . However, its usage 
~ates back to 1780 . \\7h atever th e ori g in, its actu:i l connotation 
15 a labor er who is hired to do the m ost m enial k ind of work. 
An ordin ary laborcr is known as a k u ng jen or "wo rk m an". 
For thi s reason the term "c oolie cla s" used loosely for the lower 
classes is misleading, and to many Chinese, insulting. 

We reached Shuntefu in the middle of the afte rnoon. From 
the station we cou ld see in the distance an old wall which seemed 
to s~read out fo r mil es. The tops of oaks and elms showed above 
agfainst the sky . I told I--farry C. that I had no idea that cities 
o such · a size were locate d back in Honan . 

"Wait!" he said. , 
\'({ e rod e the two / i to the gate in Peking carts. Inside , the 

Wall W l h d . as a mo st empty and deserted . T e cart roa wove m 
and out for another five li betwee n weeds sprinkl ed with dust 
and anc · . · f 11 · · f d b h ient trees growmg aro und the a en-111 rums o o e 

0
1uses and w alls. Not until we had ridden diagonally to the 

ot 1er sid d.d d 1 d · e 1 we reach the shops and compoun s tuc i:.e away 
1n a cor Tl . · 
f ner. 1e street zig-za aoe d to a side gate more convenient 
or the f oo . 

Sh armer than the one facing the st:1t1on. 
I h untefu was the dirtiest most dism al and run-down hole 

ad see E ' h 1· · th · 
P l n. ven the shop keepers and t e coo 1es carrymg err 

0 es Were d d . f l bl" a tui . coate with grime and seeme a part o t 1e crum mo 
ns, W1tho 1·f 

«\ vr l Ut i e Or hope. we l" h ' b. 
g . ' exclaimed H:irry C "here we are- ere s your 1g 

ay city!" ., 

I tried · h b 1 th to imagine the hu o-e enclosure as it must ave een w 1en 
e Wall w b · 0 k ·1 1· d on h as u1lt, when the now peeled and bro en t1 es g 1stene 

t e ro f h h chol d .0 s of the stately gate temples, w en t e spaces now 
Pin te With Weeds were taken up with bi g estates and busy shop-
b g streets y · h 1 b ust1· . · es-at one tin 1e 1t must ave tru y een a gay, 

tng C1ty B . 
tun: 0:hat ha~ happened? Everything I had seen so far was old, 
'Very ld n, fal1111g to pieces. Even in the arts an d crafts only the 
did ito Was good. Why this slow steady deterior at ion? When 

start ;i A d ' . f 1f and oth · n how? I had asked these questions, o myse 
ers, many times before. There seemed to be no answers. 
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They were merely f I I · I Id acts. cam e to th e only pl ausibl e cone usion 
cou see; the _ . . . . . . . 
d I race must, sun pl y h ave outlived it s c1vil12at1on 

an cu ture. ' 
We put up . h d 1 , h d 

1 in t e ea er s compo und. In the front he a a 
genera merchand . h d d n in th 'ddl J.Se s op, ark and dism al on the in si e eve · 
hav el.mli e of the day . I coun ted eight clerks who seemed co 

e itt e to do f h ' d I k mo st o t e d ay bu t h ang o ver the counter an 
oo vacantly int Th d . a 

11 . 0 space. e back of the shop opene into 
sma , evil smellin pen air t ·1 d g passage, on one side of w hich was an o d 
thro oihet an ?n the other a sm all kitchen . The passage le 

ug a corndo · urt-yard h . r separating tw o go dow ns in to a large co £ 
room avmhg al row of mule stall s on th e ri ght an d a line 0 

son t e eft whe f h I b k was the sh f re pa r t o t c staff slept. At t 1e ac If 
I ahng a_ng which was turned over to H arry C. and myse · 
n t e middle of th d · d to a trough t . e yar stoo d t wo bon y mule s ne 

, s amping the· f · acer-In h ir cet ma mu sh y puddle of their own w 
anot er puddle b 1 ·1 while 

her small near Y a s eepy sow lay blinking laz1 Y 
sons and dau h h d I h were piles of r bb " l g ters a c 10w . At t e corners . <T 

u 1s 1. The d d f gCTl!lo 
open showed . .d warpe oor of th e shang ang sa d' g 
on a lu di~si e an old broken table and two stoo ls scan 1Il 

mpy rrt floor Th · d afl1-
monia As . l l · e air reeked of mul es, slops an ' . h 
the de~ler o qurcl( y as we could, H arry C. and I arranged wit 

H ur P ans for the next d ay 
arry C. turned . ' · · · k-

ing place for a h. to me and said, "Let's ge t out of this sti!l 
We took w _ile-I want some fre sh air." 

our sticks a d f h II "How 1 h n went or a tramp outside t e wa · 
ong ave y b h d beefl 

striding al .1 ou een out?" I asked after we a 
"Going ~ng hsr ently for several minutes. 
"H n t ree years.,, 
"Dow do you like it:>" 

on' b · 
I, t e funny I' b . sioce 

ve been O t d . · ve een stat10ned in thi s same place . le 
· u - omg th Jitt raise each y e same work-getting the sarne 

A d ear. At the I' hefC· 
n I haven't _rate m going I'll never get anyw 
"Why d , any pull m Shanghai." 
" on t you ask f What's th or a transfer?" 

· h e use:> It's h dafll11 
sig t better here th t e same any place you go-only a }le 

an down south where it's hot as hell i.t1 t 
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summ er and rains all the time. Besides, Garrod 's a good fellow, 
and_ you never can tell what kind of bird you might be up 
against." 

"D o you think a pull really gets you anywhere in the long 
run?" 
h :·sure it does. Look at the fellows with the soft jobs in Shang
. ai. They sit there nex t to the bosses, write us long letters tell
i~g u,s how to run thin gs in the field , and not a damn one of 
t e_~ sever been out of the city. They don't know what they're 
Writmg about h alf th e time, and get a hell of a sight more than 
me or you. 

use betw een us, I'm pulling stakes when my home leave "J 
co~~es ~ext year. I'd be bett er off a grocery clerk back home. 

\Va,t 'til you 've knocked aro und here for six months , living 
on carts sl · · h' · d · h · b ' eepm g on campcot s 111 C mese rnns, an eatmg not -
ing ut d \; can ne foods. You'll see." :t settled back into silence for the rest of the walk. 
t k ter dinner, rather th an sit among the stable yard odors, we 
;. 0 l a corner behind the counter in the shop. It was lighted by 

ic (S stuck · 'd · · ·1 S 1 of h msi e small iron pots conta1111ng peanut 01. evera 

g t 1ese pots hun g ao-ainst the shelves, but smoked badly and 
ave ess l' l h b • · · dl S l d'd ig lt t an one ordinar y size foreign can e. ome s 1ops 

di . use candles, but to do so was a boastful extravag ance. The 
rives of th b' h d b 1 d the ol e ig foreign oil companies a not yet ro ten own 

co d customs back in the interior; and the day was yet to 
l11e whe f · · 1 and sh .11 some bright lad h ad the idea o g1vmg away amps 

(I 1 owrng how they worked. The first and last law of selling 
earned th' f b 'ld 1 d and 1 . is rom sampling) was: to m sa es on a pro uct 

of a (eep building, it had to be given and regiven the fascination 
new toy 

In the c . 
about f enter of the shop against the back shelves stood a tube 
'Whe our feet high made of bamboo. This was the cash box. 

11 a clerk · l f 'd count d received coppers or cas 1 rom a customer an 
threwe th~ut the change, no matter how far away he stood he 
clutte d ~alance at the opening of the box. The floor was 

re With · J\11 fi . cams that had missed. 
guring was done on a suan pan ("reckon board" or 
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abacus) lyin g on h d kno th h t e cou nter where the cu sto mer could see an 
w at e was b · h · · b Iaborin g 1 h no t emg c e:ited. Like all Chi nese, exc ept t e 

finge cdahss, t e cler ks h:id delicate hand s with long, slender 
rs an and l d l d It came e t 1e suan fJan with :ilmo st u nb elievable spee · 

0 has natural as usin g chop sti cks . 
n t e wall in a h w of ·1 corn er u ng eight st r in gs of c:ish on a ro 

na1 s, each stri h d s 
0 

• i·.k ng att ac e to a strip of woo d w ith ch aracter 
n It- 1 e the d k d what th go ow n key I had n ur sed at P ao t in gfu. I as ' e 

chatt . ese were. The clerks bur st int o laugh ter :ind all began 
enng at once Th · ed the h · e in te rpr ete r exp lain ed . A cler k enter 

s op as an a · f · d of h pprentice. U sua lly h e was the son of a rien 
t e owner. W h h . ' I, lowed . en e st ar ted m h e was g ive n no pay, but a 

one evening off o ash (thewh I . eve ry month and a string of 1,00 c. 
can cen~s) s.:t~ wo:th slightl y less th an about fo urteen Am~rl' 
money was II wdhich to p aint up the town . Thi s spending 

a owe as I h . . b f ter 
the first y h .ong as e remamed rn the shop, ut a 

ear e was g h s at two doll M iven an annua l sal ary , st arting per ap 
ars ex and f · to as much as fi ·, a ter a number of years incre asing 

ve, or eve · d 11 errY time tell· h n stx, o ars Mex . The clerks h:id a Ill . 
mg us ow th e h . . d d v1ng 

our innue d Y spent t etr ev enm gs off an en; 
n OS. 

At ten o'cloc k the h I f ant shutters 1 . s op c osed. The clerks put up the r . 
, eavmg a s 11 h I d ill case a late ma peep o e open in the center boar 

customer sh Id d ·Jl on· As soon as h. ou rop by while the lights were st 1 b ..r 
everyt mg · h I I 0 ,.. was empt' d h w as t1g t y shut the bamboo cas 1 d 

1e , t e fI £ I n cash were d d oor care -u ly swept, and all the coppers a t 
umpe on th 1 · firs 

assistant pro d d e counter. Then the owner and 1
15 b d 

fi . cee e to h d , h a nished th coun t t e ay s earnings . When t eJ 
' e owner felt h I wfl5 

of each of h' t roug 1 the pockets and und er the go 
After a r:sstsltaff a~d sent them all to bed. o 

h ess n ight 1· · 1 p t t e mul es m h· ' istenmg between sna tch es of see l 
Unc mg d · af </ to start the d , an pawmg the ground we were up e 

full of half-s::r~e~ork. By eight o'clock the yard was ~Im;;; 
apart stood four C' .half-cl othe d, un washed beggars. Sligh d 
trousers and bl hmese all dressed in bl ack clo th coats all 
d ue caps O h d fi rraf' rum and one a b d. ne a a ddle, one a cornet, one a .,., 

ass rum O . h revv · ur mterpreter exa min ed t e c 
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of beggars, picked ou t ten of the cleanest, :ind wave d th e othe rs 
out of the yard . Fro m a chest we had bro ught along, he picked 
0t red coats and c:ip with gold colore d charac t ers t acked on 
t ~em, blue trou sers :ind large red bann ers carryi ng bold b lack 
c at""cters. T he cloth es were d i t r ibut ed am ong th e begga rs; 
eac 1 banner was strun a between two bamboo po les and handed 
out· a d . l . o . . d ' ? wit 110 a fe w m mutes we were ou tside th e com pou n 
mharchm g down the street. Pla yin g out of time , but loud ly , 
t e four · b · Wh h · · piece · and led th e process10n. at t e mu sicians ::re tr ying to p l~y neit her H :u ry C. no~ I coul d make .out . \V/e 
. Y knew that it sound ed neit her Chm ese nor for eign . T h e 
interpret er s "d . " . l " . 

F a1 it wa s spec1a mu sic. 
oll · tl . owm g the band two by two the beggars shuffied alon g in 

1e1r ga d . . d I w ll· u Y un ifo rm s c:irr y mg th e bann ers. Harr y C. an 
a \.ed a 1 · d d · l 1 c · ongs1 e, each w ith a car ton, h:in m g ou t samp es t o t 1e 
rowds we d d . ·b · h d b"U rew . Behind c:ime the int erpre t er istn utmg an -

t~ s and th e coolies loaded w ith extra carto ns. Every child in 

Y w1n, I believe , includin a two -ye ar -old tots w ith bound fee t 
an <-ed alo b . o . ·1· f . h du ng y their eld er sisters, were tr :ii mg a te r us 111 t e 

st. Ou · 1· · w b ·1d· the f r sam p m g p arade was on its way . \;v e were UJ mg 
and Lortunes of directors sittin g back in th eir offices in New York 

ondo h 1. Ii n c cc <-mg s:iles sheets . 
said a,~r~ C. spa t a stream of t obacco juice over his shoulder and 

' Its a jok e." 
For te d 1 the .1 n ays H ar ry C. and I barnst orm ed the to wns a ong 

ra1 Way d d ' . ff the l" ' an tho se no t ove r sevent y Ii, or a ay s cart tnp, o 
all ine. The towns and country around w ere much th e sam e 

over-cl h tiine .f epressin g w alls, br ow n earth and poverty. At t at 
shouid1 h anyone h ad asked me what Ch ina w as like, I think I 
''Bro ave w aved my lun ds vaguely in th e air and r eplied, 
still ;~ - l?ts of walls and peo ple in rags-l ots of space and very 

n quiet- but reall y just brown, a nasty, ye llowish brown." 
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I start on 1. 
h a noneering t -1 d t e Pig-face b f ll rt 'J an narrow ly escape 

oy u of , sex-1.tp t1Je mountains 
year old imj;erial higlnuay 

smoth ering
over a 5 ,ooO 

I were back f THE DAY AFTER HARRY c. AN~ 
.a:. rom our b · · 1..,5 omce. arnstor mm g, Garrod called rne in 1

µ 

"The corn pany want h he central and h s som eone to ta ke a trip throug t 
II sout ern p f h ''It's a mountain c art O S ansi province " he said . 

t ountry and h ' . tS 
0 get a line on th . as never been opened. Shanghai -wafl. 

goods and ha dl elpotent1al market, and the best way to ship·1hfl 
th 11 e t 1e trade W , ·11 I wit e new gover . · ere st1 having ta x troub e 
th" nor m the h d . tO is cut-off sect· b nort ' and if we can get aoo s JJl 

"I' ion y som h I:) d ve decided e sout ern route all to the goo · 
of to send y I ' chs rough travell· ou. t may take two or three rnofl 
and · mg. You'll c k ccer, . an interprete k arry stoc and advertising rna 
1t:i" r, coo -bo d botlt ·" Y an number one coolie. J-fo-W a 

' said A d Suits me " 1 . 
°:o one else along . cross the mountains-new country-a.fl 
t,ckled pink. to start beefing and spoil the party-I "''' 

This was th fi I e rst k was all set to go I wee of November. In three days' tif!le, 
never talked, exce~t was not keen about my interpreter. fie 

to answer in monosyllables, and had a set, 
124 
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sullen face B h h l th SI . · . ut e was t e on y one handy who spoke fluently 
e 1ansi dialects. 

d Bky noon on the day I left for H sin H siang Hsien the sky had 
ar ened and a h. 1· . d f 1 h . . of d w ist mg wm rom t 1e nort was ra1smg waves 

ust and hurl · I . d h fine . l mg t 1em m a stea y stream past t e tr ain. The 
the Jartic es seeped in through the edges of the windows, under 
an h oors;nd fro m un seen cracks and crevices. In less than half 
fac ourdt e black leath er seats an d the table, the floor, my clothes 

e an h d . ' sat an s, were all a dull, gntt y brown. All afternoon I 
wrap d · o'clocl· pe in my overcoat huddled in a corner. About five 

train '- sni°wflakes min gled with the dust. And by the time the 
drow r~ac 1ed Hsin Hsiang Hsien a blinding blizza rd was almost 

L nli~g the rattling noise of the train. 
uc {1!y th from th ' : company rented a shack less than a hundred feet 

room f e station. But unluck ily, it was an unfurnished single 
a woodor 0 ;er-night stops, made of rough boards rudely nailed on 
botton enf rame, and they had warped and lef t wide gaps; the 
the sill~ 0 th e door sagged from a strap a good six inches above 

After the l in an iron b c~o {-boy h ad the portable oil stove going, he brought 
started h asin lar ge enough to hold five gallons of eggnog and 
eaten th: ~h~rcoal fire over which to cook dinner. After I had 
and fru· . in_ consomme, breaded cutlet and canned vegetables 
on my {:' sitting on the edge of the camp bed hol.ding the dishes 
~oolies h pd the cook-boy left for the ni ght . My mterpreter and 
inn. a gone straight from the train to a third-rate Chinese 

The oil st allowed th ove was not enough to keep the room warm, so I 
the fum e 1 charcoal basin to remain. To keep out of reach of 
far corn es, 10wever, I moved the oil stove and camp bed to a 

between e: a~~ sat bundled up in my overco at , dividing my time 
My God t:;.~ng,, Shakespeare's sonnets and practising «Nearer 

Suddenl hee on a harmonica. 
blazed up y td e flame of the oil stove commenced to flicker, 
?ad been u a~ expired. U pan examination I found the wick 
lllg I'll freese ~P· Well, I decided, the way that wind is blow-

ze Without a fire of some kind, an d with the air pour-
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't I I fu mes can ing through tho se holes in th e w alls the c ia rco:i b d rawled 

I n p e 'c do any h arm. I spr ead m y overcoat o, ·er ti c c; ll d f JI asleep 
d h d · ·d · I rhes an e h un er t e cover s full y d re sse m n m g c O ' II by t e 

watching the dancin g p att ern s t hrown on t he w :.1 s 

glowing emb ers. . f brea th, I 
Some time durin g the n ight I woke up g 3 sp rnglf or scious, I 
. d Id H:.1 co n h tne to get out of bed. I cou not m ove . · h ·de of t e 

used all the strength I h ad to ro ll ove r and o ff t e si d 
0
ver, 

cot onto the floor. I con t inu ed to ro ll slow ly , ~ve r_ a; finaIIY 
·1 I h d h d b . . d sq uirn11n .:,, 1 Y unt1 reac e t e door an y tw ist in g an I . res I a 

d F r a m in u · managed to pu sh it op en wit h my h ea . or scve br eathing 
there with my head restin g on t he stone doo r step ,] oke d upi 
heavily, riddin g my lun gs of t he ch ar coa l fume s. I 1° J·y had 
h h d ed. t , e s ... t e wind had died dow n and t he sno w a sto p p ' ·II obj ects 

cleared and the moon was shinin g p eacefull y on th e sti d throw 
below. The cold air ta sted goo d. I m an aged to get up and we.11t 
the charcoal basin out side left the door w ide open an 
back to bed. ' f I little 

I h I d e ta I n t e morning I had a dry t aste in m y m ou t 1 an to pac ~ 
shaky, but otherwi se was all ri ght and we st arte d earl yd e west 

, 'd u up for the next stage of our journey a fiv e-h our n e . ·
0

aIIY, 
to a smaII town at the end of anoth ;r r ai lway l ine. _Ongt f the 
. 1 mines o it ~as co~s~ructed to carry out coa l from. t.1e it al whe.!l 
Peking Mmmg Syndicate, orga ni zed by Bnt 1sh cap ' ' secret 
the Japanese and British were wor king hand in hand undr ff fot 
treaties," in the attempt to counter act Ru ssia and g r a O covld 
themselves concessions of all the potential we alth they t-Wa~ 
find lying idle in Chinese soil. The mines lay only abouth i,11' 
thirds of the way down the line. But with true Britts 

11
ded 

. I' . f . b e:xte d peria tstic ores1ght ( at that time) the road h ad een l an 
to a_ town at the foot of the h ighway dow n which mu des bad{. 
coolies carri cl · b b an he 
. e iron Ware, cast from ore du g out Y t 
in the m · when 

. ounta1ns of Southern Shansi. However, bad a 
republic was b h h · nee 
h . 0 rn, t e new governor of t e provi Chio a, 

t edn uhniquely Patriotic belief th at the Chinese should own vioce 
an t e British ·11 h 1 h f he pro h d f .1 d Wi to t e underground wea t o t a a1 e to carry on. 
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the statio n m aster hand ed m e a Shortl y before th e tr ain left, 

telegram. It re:.id : .
1 

. . · 1,al 
f Olll you war a1 rt , , sending another mall O I ll 

l . d wi th someo ne af t er a ' 
Th at was a jolt. I w ould be bot 1ere der· a bu rd en and was 

I f It he was un ' I probably some fello w w 10 c . · I I pcd it w as Bar t ett . 
fi Yth tn CT 10 ff• nicky an d beefed about ever o · t always shoot in g o 
H nd w as no · e took th in gs as they c:.ime a 

his mou th. d . CT Sha k espeare, ad -
II d . the sun rea in T , A day I loafe d :uou n m d . , profile Ellen crry s 

. . h I f M Y A n crson s ' 1 oh mirin g t e photogra p 1s o ar bi eoro tu nes t u ouo 
d · g to own 0 eyes, Ad a Reh an 's fig u re an t rym . . . c:1me in , a br eezy 

h l cn m <T tram · d t e mou th orga n . \ '\/he n t 1e cv 0 d . ed off and st arte 
b d ·g fa ce , Jum p 1 d Youn g londc fe llow, sto u t an P1 • d B th e time w e 1a 

to talk before h is feet to uched the gro u n h : y exc ept hi s sex 
finished dinner I kn ew h is w hol e p:.ist istolr ~, too . H e spok e 
l.f I I· new t ia l . 1 e. Before the evenin g was over '-h ' 

0 
e to m oisten 1is 

'dl . · I· · o out 1s tonbu rap1 y and h ad a h abit of st 1c "1110 

Underlip . . d as an Ivor y So:.ip 
H' fi . 1 d been <Tame • d d 1s rst bu siness ex perie nc e 1a O A ll yo u ha to o 

salesman. It had been a cinch - easy mone yfi .. t cla ss hotels, c:111 
W 'd I stop at rs d as n e around in fir st c ass cars , l 1 ow mu ch o yo u 
o h · d r boo'-, say 1 n t e ret ailers ope n up your or e h , all the re was to 

' 111 w n t at s , Want, and i:?:ee the soap wa s so we -:no ' d count er displa ys , 
. .., ' . . dow an . 
it . Of cour se yo u h ad to stic k up wm f . d ly And th ere 
b ' d <TOt ne n . 

Ut You got t o k now yo ur t rade an l o 1 . st at ion want in g to 
Was I . . d th e 1ote or ' a Ways a girl ha n gm g aroun 

go to a movie. N ot a bad li fe . . 1 Biscui t line. G ee, 
B th 1 th e Nat 1ona d 

u e gave u p soap to t ? ce on ds in all th e sto res an 
that Was a job. They h:.id pac k age st anl . CT and put it down 
ally h d l the s 101ta 0 e • 
. ou a to do was ju st chec c u p .1 ,er t o th e groce r to 1
~ the ord er book and h an d th e penc i 0' 

S1g ' 

~ on the dotted line. No th ing to it. h l e t o hou se b rig ade 
.out l'f h . . ed t e 1ous l 11. 1 e reall y began wh en e J01l1 fte r dinn er w 1en 

she ing bottled pure food prod ucts. (It wa s a d like a r api d 
e r h h · g out wor s l fi eac ed th is point. He wa s s ooti.n. l ) He <TOt to pu l -
re gun and licking his unde rli p lasciviou s Y· 0 



128 CHI NA H AN D 

ing down over $200 . ' Gee, oh b h a m onth m com m ission s. A nd the women .. 
oy, t e wo m en' H h d h d ' . y town. Easy · k" . · e a t ree or fo ur stc a 1cs 111 e, er 

pie m gs L k k · · · e going sw II Tl · 1 .e t a in g JJm fr om a b ::iby . Thin gs wer 
e • 1e b ' "f ] "k ht watch he oss wi e 1 ed hi m too . Sh e gav e hirn t a 

h Was w earin g (" L I . . , ~ J ?") S e was al . . n ow . oo '- at 1t-a in t 1t a peac 1. • 

jealous andway s_ti vrng him some thi n g . But th e bo ss h ad to get 

up his job a~;\,. ever y thi? g . So th e pi g - fa ce boy h ad to throw 
thought it 1jur ed _he d go t o Ch in a, bu t , gee, he h ad neve~ 
until he'd Ia~ou be like t h is. H e' d sti ck on a w hil e thoug 
bridge wh 1 hby some m one y and m ay be p ick u p some more at 
nobody enld be got a ch anc e. H e was a fin e brid ge player, 

cou eath· h I · dthe 
boss' wife Wh tm, e a wa ys wo n. But , gee, h e rn1sse 

H · . Y, gee, she used to -
e was still talki h At nin h ng w en I fe ll asleep. 

e t e next m · h ame 
table-like c ornm g we w er e p assin g throu gh t e 5 

ountry I h d . 0oll the pig-fac b a seen smce leavin g ChentoW, At 11 d 
left the intee oy and I dropp ed off at th e min es statio!l all 

rpreter to I 1. 0 see 
about draw· go on a 1ead to the end of the ine t l 

mg stocks f h k l.l es, 
We made st · h f rom t e dealer and hiring pac fl1 ; 
lish foreme raig ht or the walled-in bung alow of on e of the Eng 
h n, as rewd l't I b s oll t e commiss ff 1 t e orn and bred Cockney who -wa he 

ary sta and I d . 1 f fJ1 t company. pure 1ase cig arettes wholesa e ro 

ti n I was · vb; At 'ffi 
tractions of h' h so mtent on catching additions and 5 

; 
tion. s t at I could barely keep up with the conversa 

"H'I sye h'I' I · e for a bloke' t , m gad you blokes cyme-h'it's a blood}' shifl'ly 
dye. H'and ~,. ~ve to h'eat h'and drink h'all by 'imself h'eve! 

I l}ad run ;: s no bloody plyce for h'a blink.in' wife," ls 
but I had neve rbosfs such a Cockney dialect in En alish nove ' 
I f r e ore h d · · · 0 d f orrf1-· was ascinated ear it m its pure, unadulterate 

After tiffi · n we lo f d . g 
on a play field ha _e a_round the club, a one story affair facJJl 
ska t · · ' w 1ch h · d · to a mg rink. At 111 t e wm ter time was rurne 111 

afterwards about tri:e we heard the whistle blow, and ,hot'~~ 
ty-five or forty of the English staff rrooP 
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u1. The ma · · 
d 

JOnty were young and a genial pleasant lot. The 
next ay was S d d ' betwe u~ ay an a tournament soccer match was on 

en two sections. b th h . . of th f , o teams were s ort a man and m spite 
e act that · l . f h d the c d . . neit 1e1 o us a even seen the game played 
row ms t d I fi 1 ' tea and is e t , at we I the vacant places. After a heavy 

Cock af ~catch and soda, followed by gin and bitters our 
n· ney n end led us back to his mess. ' 

mner broke .d . h Wh . ino th up pa st 1111 mg t. en I awoke m the morn-
ab~ve :h roof of ~ y h e::id was floating in the air about a foot 
brou oJ e_ rest of it. But two hours out in the cold, playing soccer 

b lt It do · made d wn agam. The misplays the pig-face boy and I 
' an our awl d d h after w h d ' <.war ness, turne t e game into a circus, and 

and "che a_ ru shed off for the train on top of a round of drinks 
eeno s " I I . sigh of r 1. f' setted m a corner of the compartment with a 

where e ide and took a nap. It seemed impossible to go any-
' or o a 1 . . 1 . The . nyt 1mg, wit 1out loadmg up on scotch or gin. 

interprete l at the th r met us at t ,e station and took us to the inn 
moun ta· b o t 1e town ,1.r ere t e road up through the o er end f l h h 

, ins eoa M f . . ranging th O n. ost o the next mormng was spent m ar-
only one e mule packs. \V/ e found that one mule could carry 
had to b case of 50,000 cigarettes, and each of the twenty cases 

eleven o'c~o~~wed in half and n~ile~ togeth~r again. But_ by 
Pack mul . we were on the trail with a tram of twenty-eight 
travellin es' _twenty-four loaded with cases, provisions and 
ex-canvags equipment, and four carrying two litters, one for the 
. , ser and 1 s1sted of myse f and one for the native staff. A litter con-

of the mca;vas s_tretched between two poles strapped to the sides 
the poles~ es, with bamboo mats spread in a semi-circle across 
sun Until t~ ~erve as a cover. The drivers, burnt by wind and 
at the side leir f~ces were like worn, dark brown leather, walked 
tn.ules. cracking their whips and yelling, "Yi-yi-i-i-," to their 

From h up t e minut 1 f h . . d' d'l Ward. B e we e t t e mn we were wm mg stea 1 y 
Penetrated ~yo~d stretched miles and miles of ragged cliffs, 
Vegetation 10 _etween by deep rocky ravines. Not a sign of 

was in . 1 . 1 h . sig 1t at any time, on y t e loess formation of 

z~----
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soft, ye llow ish b h 
dren ch ed b h r~w n ea rth dri ve n J ow n fr om the nort , 
and th yh t e sprin g an d fa ll r a in s un til it w as soak ed th rough 

ro ug , th en b k d b J I ·1 I n-tractio 1. a c Y t 1e 1ot su mm er un u n t 1 t ,e co 
n sp rt ope n fi I h le side of . g reat ssur es t!u t of t en t o re :ipart t , e W 0 

a mountam an d . I . . F' h sent 1t er as 11ng rn to sp ace . 
1ve t ou~and · I J · h-way 1 d ' year s ago t he r o:1d h ad been :111 im pen a ,ig 

ea mg to p · · 1 · " 
back 011 th e 1 m gya n g fu , th en t h e capita l o~ Cl11na, .r~; 
of the d P at~au of ce n tra l sou th ern Sha ns1. Th e mid 

roa was stdl d · h worJJ that t h f . p ave w it the or ig in :il sto n es, n ow so 
e ootp rmt s f I d 1· were etched I O mu es, on key s and eve n of coo 1es, . I 
at p aces f 11 · I · t ou3 st ream of cc u Y an m e 1 m to t he sur fa ce. A con 1. 

tr amc pa ss d I . . . d rrians 
w ith th e· b l . e us : mu c t r am s, chair coo lies, pe es d f 

ir e on gm gs d . . d h en o 
stic ks wh· h l w rap pc m bu ndl es t ic on t c r 

IC t 1C . d . e 0 t wo at . Y carn e over th eir sh ou ld ers don k eys on 
. a t ime, and · . '. . · along 
m step with th . innum era ble carr yi n g coo lies Jogg ing ' J, e 
do nkey d e ?1vc of th eir poles. A lm ost every one of --i. 

s an coolie . d w1u., 
iron pot s d earners w e p assed were loa ded own · 

. an pan s. 
Thi s almo st un b I . . h their 

he avy burd ro <:en lm e of t rot t in g coo lies, w it re 
th an th e s ens equ al to t hose of th e d on kevs int ere sted rne f!lho ; .. 

cenery I · d J ' • t ,• 
h eld at each end tn e to h ef t one of the poles. Th e w eig dred 
pound s T h 1. mu st h ave avera ged we ll ove r on e bu n ...,.,5 

· e coo 1e with h . . d l · v afw and legs th t ' t e pro trud m g nbs an s o nn ;d ..,d 
a m ost of th h d · h d ·e a,, 

t en. A lth a h I em a , we ig hed less th an a u n 1 . cb 
thic k we r u g ,e used a p added clot h ca llou ses h alf an J!l 

e wo rn O b h h ' I asked h. h n ot s oulder s. st· 
H im ow m h h . . g co 

e showed h uc t e iron- wa re he was car ry111 ·o 
t e rem . f h. d arl ' 

scra tched h · I ams o is ye llow t eeth in a bro a O ce 
f h . is 1ead and f h . . I istal1 o t e int erest d a te r muc figuri n g and w1t1 ass cal 

v I e onloo ke h . h the to a ue Was so h rs , came to t e concl us10n t at p t~ 
c· · mew ere b tl m g 1t at eight . etw een seve nt y or eight y copp ers-d J1af 
Mex., th at cam Y, With one hundr ed six ty copp er s to th e O .-}l 

d e to fif t . ~ or • 
one ollar gold th Y cent s big money; w ith $2 .40 IvfeX, ·cafl 
curre1:1cy. ' e result was roughly 21 cents in ..Arnefl 

T his coolie's load hao 
mul es or donk eys lw as about th e aver age. T ra v ellin g fast er t he 

' ,e too k on ly th ree and on e-h alf d ays fort 
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trip down a d .d I . . d . . n pa1 11s ow n expenses. He spen t one d:iy :1t his 
estm at1on d l . . th ' an on t 1e return t rip earned pro duce of about 
e same va l I d.cl h 

P .d B ue. 1 not :i, e t he nen e to ask hi m w hat he "as 
at • Ut fo 1 d . d . . and I" . r severa :iys I tne to bn ng t oget her h is w ages 

a I divmhg costs bu t could never m ake the tw o meet . I w :is in 
an w e d ·1 . doll . _re a1 Y item s were fig ur ed in th ou sandths of a silver 

and a~ on gmally import ed by coolie labor from fora w:iy Mexic o, 
At e_problcm w:1s t oo deep for m e. 

twelt n ~ ht we sto pped at the rest houses set up along t he route 

1~etl: :d ~u rs . a_p:1r t mu le t ime . T hey were m ade by th e simple 
An f prlmg up un cu t p ieces of ro ck p icked at r and om. 

une ven I I . ing , u se ess ow w all surrou nd ed :in open ya rd cont :im -
Was ro~s i°f hollowe d stone tro ug hs for the mu les; at the ba ck 
or tho-ne arge ro om fo r th e coolies :ind mul e dr ivers, w ith two 
and ~~e ~mall on es for th e ot her guests. T hey were w ith out doors 

All 11: r w space, and the insid es w ere fil thy . 
their fn ig 1t long the mul es restl essly shook thei r chains , stam ped 

eet and · .1 drive d . . n o1s1 y cru nch ed thei r dr ied corn and fodder. T he 
crarn; s d ivided their time bet ween feedin g the mules and lying 
to kee e t ogethe r on th e lon g k 'an.g, t alk in g and smokin g opium 

B P awake . 
Y the t. h . to 30 ime c ow was finis hed th e t empe rat ure ha d dropp ed 

or 40 d . . of the k'. egrees below zero . The dnver s kep t the bnck floor 
Under at? heate d by bu rnin g ka oliang st alks in the open space 
staff h:;~;· In spite of the t erribl e, stu ffy smells, ou r Ch in ese 

An I ed to geth er w it h the dri vers. 
1our b f d . . d never e ore aylight w e were on our way aga m an 

the 111~~opped , except for th e ho ur at noon to h ave chow and f eed 
ness. I es, un til We reached another ni ght house in com plete dark.
forc ed; 0 \d er t o k eep goin g at such a p ace th e driver s wer e 
char ge. 0 t a te a stimul ant; their op ium allowa nce was a legit imat e 

Lat e in th 
the end f e m ornin g of the fift h day we came to th e t own at 
h O th 1,· h t e Shan . I e ig way and gazed out over th e level plains of 

transferssi P at eau . The pl ace w as nothin g but a junction w here 
Were d ·8lllall sho . ma e betwee n ca r ts and pac k mul es. T he few 
ps existed on th e inco me from t he sale of opium . We 

f 
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spent the afternoon di ckering for six two-mu le carts and tWO 
coolie chairs. 

"Gee " I d h h' cot . ' remar {e t e pig- face boy that ni gh t, lyin g on 15 

m the dark " h h · · , b out f ' w en t is LS over, I'm throu gh. I ve een 
or over six month s now, an d with w h at I' ve saved added to 

what I' · k d h get h ve pie e up at bridge, I'll have ju st abo ut enoug cod 
. ome on and carry me for two or three month s until I Jan a 
)Ob. 

"Y 'd b Jace f ou. etter com e along . Thi s stinkin g co un t ry's no P l 

G
ora ":'hite m an. I can get you a job with the Ivory Soap peop e, 
ee--it's · h E . · _. doWfl 

0 
a ,cmc · asy work and goo d pa y , JUSt writing 

rder s. We ve got b . 1· . 1·1 h' "Th· k . · n o usme ss ivrng 1{c t 1s. trY 
m it over. · . . Gee oh boy back in God's coun I d , , ,, 

· ·1 · d'dwohn. er what the old boss' wife is doing now . · · · baJ:l 
. . i t mk about it . I thought of the Ge orge M. C.01 d 
imitator and h. B .. h f d b k1C te f 15 nt1 s riend, bo th of who m h a een bat 

Hout or squeezing - and I thought of Frost - and of -What 
arry C had 'd B . f ce t II · . sai · ut I was n ot goi n g to te ll P ig - a 

a my earnmgs b B .d a ove expenses went h ome. j\!ld 
th esi es, I liked the Chine se-th e unfor eigni zed ones .. 0{ 

ere was someth. b h d oises p k. mg a out C in a itself-the co lors an n als 
e mg-the h b fl h h ca!l _ h ouse oat oating peacefull y throu g t e 1. bt 
t e past fou d I ·11· uri ig -a d h . r ays up t 1e mountain s-the bn iant 5 o1' 
n t e silence--th . · 11 that to hold ere was somethmg about 1t a i.rJ 
-everything 1 b d up the earth. , everyo ne, was so complete y oun 

That night h . d ched.........-
in th ome was difficult to bring close-was eta 

e past-as if I h d I d I caught a on y rea about it. tl.........-
rememb bmyself-watch out, you don't want it to get y o 

er ewaunked. 

xv 
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across th h d [ · · . . e soul ern Sh a11Si jJlatean - su11ke 11. ron s- on e mission -
aries in ·t I: . b d · a a cz Y t Jat was th e capita l of Chm a 3 ,OOO B .C.- an tis 
re nearb t, l . l h Y- l'Je ast f erry bef ore th e ice c oses t e rive 1·-

C hrist mas mo rn ing 

lowed . F oR THREE WE EKS WE FOL

tow ddevious roa ds winding no rth and south but always verging 
ar s th · · · f · f Af the fi e West m the general direction o Pmg yang u. ter 

had hrst days the pig-face boy and I discarded our chairs; they 
t e same . d . e h · offi · l mot ion as a pacing pony an grew tire some. mese 

cia s used l I l · 1 h Con-.£ t 1em a great deal but more for face, t 1m <., t an 
. ., Ort. I ' ' d I fi min once saw two officials pass each other an t a <.e ve 

Utes to l 1 stop d h· get by . When abou t ten feet away t 1e esser one 
h pe lS h . . d h k' h. ands u c air, crept out and began bow mg an s _a mg 1s 
fed g P and down . The higher official, the one looking better 

' ave a st · 1 l · f 11 'Wriggled l . ar t as if he h ad jus t seen the ot 1er, t 1en pam u y 
forrn lun self to his feet an d went th rough the same per 
Otize;nce. They continu ed to bow and speak stereotyped, m em 
do\\rn :entences in hi gh Mandar in until they had st ifily backed 

into th · 
A.noth . eir seats again. 

near hi· fer time, I saw the big ger better-fed fellow hold his fan 
h s ace h' ' d t at the as a 1gh sign th at he did not see the other chap an 

ceremony was to be passed up. America's social leaders 

' I 
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might, I imagine, learn m an y u sefu l t ric ks fr om a st u dy of the 

old Ma nd ari n sy stem of eti q u ett e. 
The mul e cart s w ere awkwa rd cum be r some affa irs made e~

tir ely of wood , h avi n g n o sp rin g s ~nd o nl y cwo lar ge, w ide whee 5 

on fix ed ax les. H angi n g und er one sh;if t w;i s a small pot of grea~e 

and a stic k , but d espi te the driver s ' pr et end ed effo rt s to stop t b: 
squeaks with frequent sme ars t he mo urnfu l so und of hu 

. d. . , . I t Jet up, 
g rin mg aga m st ax les m onotonou sly co nti n u ed w it 1o u , g 
A th d · d f omfort JJl s . e ay s_ pa ssed I found th ey had a k m o c elief of 
mu sical qu ality , such as l ies b ac k of old folk -so n g s, a r us 

. . n otoDO 
1:1°notonous no ise agam st the bac kgro und of a m ore m o 
sile nce. 

lb rro-WS· 
Later on, I di sco vered that the sa m e was tru e of w hee a wa'/ 

In a sect ion of Shantung province a nuk er di scov ered a fter 
to remove th e squeaks from his barro ws . But a few week~ ad a 
he had put hi s new in ventio n on the m ark et he receive lies 
vigoro f , ·td The c00 

u s protest rom the whee lb arrow coolies gu1 · d back 
w ho had bou ght them m issed th e ir mu sic they d emande 
their squ eals and squeaks. ' d of 

The d . f h u san 5 
same irt ro ads mu st have been in use or t O • JlO 

years Th d · where · . ey were eep rutted and sudd enly at times, diflg 
break m the su rface could be see n we found ourselves de scen 1 of 
gradually down a steep incline ti1at flat tened out at a dep;J :w~ 
~ hundr ed feet or more below the plain. On each sid e the ye JiJle' 
ish bro w n wa lls of loe ss shot up in a straight perp endicular ar~ 
At som~ points where fissu res had sprung open at the cop, ;ear 

hrowdstnps of earth leaned dangerously inwards. Ever}' Jciflg 
un reds of brea d carts were cru she d beneath these masses dre s 

adway and_ cr ashing down. During the r ainy season hunbaced· 
ro wne d 1n th f d . ,r. er a 
Th e so t ecept1ve mud. But trarnc ne v chef, 

e roads we f ach o but . re too narrow or two cart s to pass e short 
at intervals of b h d d d was a 1d switch d a out every two un re yar s ot.l 

be hea' dan _the yells of the driver of an oncoming cartd cr0 ads 
r twice th t d' U II h d un d ran seve l Z· a istan ce. sua y t ese un ergro . 30 

ra z Aft h. h I . a aa1n 
loo king beh~ 1d er reac mg t e surface of the p am o d cortle 
out Th ' we could find no tr ace of where we h a h afld 

· ousands of . . . rt 
carts gnndmg mto the powdery ea 
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wearing it do w n; thou sands of dust storms fro m the G obi, 
?earing fine particl es and lay in g them on th e grou nd and build
mg it up; both worki ng to ge ther for thousands of years raising 
the farm land and sinking the care roads . 

In t_he language of Marco P olo, the towns at whi ch we stopped 
were inhabit ed by povert y stricke n nati ves who lived off the 
sm~ll farmer, wors hipped idol s an d used silver an d copper coins, 
strmgs of cash and paper mon ey . From the moment we passed 
thr?ugh the gates of the dilapidated wall of a town we were 
b~~tged by beggars and followe d by cro w ds of loafers and 
c 1 dren who stuck around unti l we were again outside of the 
wa ll. The carts sank almost to the hubs in the ruts of the ma in 
street . · f h · h ' 00 each side of which w er e ricket y, op en ront s ops m 
t. e last stages of dec ay part of t hem abandoned. The popu la 
tion Was poorly clothed, a~d most of them looked underfed and 
tubercul Th · d · h 1 · · . ar . e stray wa1t11 k dogs stalk.m g aro un wit t 1e11 

tai ls bee h 1 . f 
k Ween t eir legs and sna rls on t 1eir aces were me re 

s eleto d d I · h ·d ns, an every once in so of ten we pas se one ymg at t e 
s1 e of tl 

I 1e r oad dead from starva tion. 
that 0{1anized the same routine of posting, sampling ~nd selling 
tl · 1ad learned on my first short trip out of Pek111g. After 

lts Work Was finished we trac ke d down through enquiries , t~ e 

:~~ ;rosp~rou s_ merchant in t ow n and _o~ered h im ~ de alersh ip 
i b special discount for bu y ing a mmunum stock to be sold 
; token lot s to the other shop s in towns and ne arby villages . 

e then · 1 d · l · f ther . promised to supply h im re gular y an assist 111:1 ~1r-
fa ·1· ':1th advertising as soon as we had worked out sh1ppm g 

C1 It1e ( b . . l 
ta s We Were too far south to be bothered a out provmc 1a 
boxes). The money recei ve d from sales was packed in a wo oden 

x and dd d d · the bot stowed under Chin ese bedding and o s an en s 111 

On tom of the wagon in which the pig-face boy and I rode. 
e of th d · h h number e staff was always near the wagon, an at m g t : e 

star d one coolie slept in it. There were rumors of band~ts , 
crea:~n ~armers who had started out looting villages, m
the 1 g in number as they moved along, and now preyin g on 

0 arger towns. 
Ur only b - I TI I trou les so far had been among ourse ves. 1e coo ~ -
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boy and number on e coo lie ma de w hi spere d accusations of 
" squeeze" (probabl y beca use they we r e not in on it) being made 
on sales by eh · . 1 cook-boy e inte rpr ete r. Fo r some r easo n t oo , t 1e 
could not I · · g JoW', exp am w h y our can ne d goo ds we re runnu 1 d 
Then the pig-fac e boy gro uche d a bi t abo ut h ard ship s; he had 
come on th e trip wea rin g a blu e serge su it , leat her puttees afd. 
a respectable overc oa t, and was al ways complainin g of che _cod 
!ut the men in Ch en tow ha d wa rn ed him an d, as h e adrnitt\; 

e had no kick comin g . As a matt er of fa ct althou gh as Jazy -
hell h h d h ' d · conse ' e a t e normal goo d n at ure of a fa t m an, an 10 · ll• 
quence m d f h . 11· ornpanio a e mo st o t e tun e an ex cell ent crave in g c .. rY 
At ~imes, however, I had to stea l awa y and w alk off tl:e Jlc~:ae 
feeli:1~ ~rou sed by h is tric k of m oist enin g hi s underlip ~tlct 
~erruniscmg over some conque st back in hi s pure food pro 

ays. I took revenge by practi sin g on my mouth organ, we 
d On ~ late afternoon, about the middle of Decernber,ki.Ocr 

rove mto p · h . . J npac 0 

h mgyang s1en, and were still at wor ( u 1 face 
w en a tall sle d f · · · · · llectua d 

d ' n er ore1gner, with a sens1t1ve, 1nte d an 
an about th' fi . h · yar . irty- ve years of age strode rnto t e inn -cng' 
Introduced h · If H ' frortl µ J I d h . imse · e was a missionary doctor out t1she 
an ' ad Just heard the news that we had arrived and r . his 

over at once. there, 
'f ' we must stop with him while we were . cbe 

wb l e was preparing dinner now and we must leave at once, 
oy could lu h' 
W g over our t mgs later. !Jtlt 

e told h ' h h h' J · dnes 5, th im t at we t oroughly appreciated 1s on d oo' 
at we had b 11. ha <1 sh d f een trave mg for three weeks on carts, f dirt, 
ave or a h I o d tram H mont and felt and looked like a coup ed he }1ll 

not ps. e laughed away our objections. His wife an ·ve 1'5 
seen a fore· f forg 1 .&1 if we d. d igner or six months and would never we 

grabbed 1 not come right over and put up with thefl'l· 
His w·~ur shaving materials and went. Jeodid 

h i e Was a eh . d d d a sp t 
ousekeeper. Th a:mm? an elightful hostess, an 1.1nd se 

off by itself . ey lived m a made-over Chinese cornP 0 1beY 
had broughtin a cluster of over-hanging elms and oal~5·h rited 

. over w· h h fi . d in e <f pieces of En 1. h It t em ne old hangmgs an h dle,' 
g is peri d f · a O s comfortable O urmture that gave the roorns cio.O 
atmosphere of having been lived in by geoera 
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of a cultur ed f amil y . Th e liv in g room also serv ed as the dining 
: 00 m, A beautiful old Sheraton t able with ch airs to match stood 
m the center; all four wall s were lined with shelves cramm ed to 
ove fl · r owing with book s; and at one end around the open :fire 
Were group ed a sofa and two inviting leather club ch airs. In the 
guest room we found the same air of tranquillity and repose. 

As soon as we had slu ved and cleaned off as much of the dust 
and d' · irt as we could, dinner was served; tomato soup made with 
cream, wild duck with jelly, candied sweet pot atoes, vegetables, 
pear salad, a sweet and a gla ss of port to top it off. The table 
":1as laid with \Y/ edgwood plates and lighted by candles in tall 
SI Ver h 'd . h h . dd' 'f 

I ' omes1 e candlesticks. \Y/e ate wit t e1r we mg gi t 
cut ery. 

The doctor and hi s wife h ad been in Pingyanghsien for two 
Years. A few weeks after he had graduated from Oxford they 
Were m . d . dd' . d arne , took the first boat by Suez as their we mg tnp, 
~n b:ought with them their household goods to settle down 
lllh China at medical missionary work. Although English high-
c Urch th . . . · · ' ey went out on their own, hvmg on a private mcome, 
Just suffi . l . b' . 
of b . _cient for their slight needs to carry out 1is am 1t1on 

uilding d . l . 1 f . Th an runnmg a 10sp1ta or opmm cases. 
sa t next day, after we had completed the job of posting and 
c mp rng and finished selling the shops, I had the interpreter 
ount out l · l b t 1e money and write down the amounts against eac 1 
rand a d f ex h ' n at the same time note down the three-way rate o 

sm:it?e of coppers to small silver, coppers to the dollar, and 
fi silver to the dollar Hitherto I had been accepting these 

gures · h · ' to h Wit out question. But this time I requested the doctor 
kn ave 0 ne of his Chinese get the day's rate for him and let me 

ow what · fi · · h h Put d it was. By comparing the gures given wit t ose 
k110 1 ~Wn by the interpreter I discovered that he had been 
doll:r~'ng down from eight ; 0 ten dollars ~n every hundre? 
should Worth sold. When I asked him about 1t, he shrugged his 
all O e:s and said that the Shansi province people considered 

Uts1de Ch' 1 . h' a hett inese as foreigners, that they wou d not give im 
er rate I h d 

I also c · a no answer. . 
hecked up on rations. After lookmg over the cook"' 
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boy's list, the pig-face boy and I decid ed th at he must have sold 
as much of the canned goods as we had eat en. According to the 
doctor the me t d b"II · I . ' . a an egg I s w ere also all out of proportion, 

raised cam with the cook-boy, but he followed the Chinese 
custom of · · II · 
S. passive resistance by saying nothing and su o.ng, 

mce we were h f · b · te I 
h d a mont away rom any possible su st1tU ' 

a to stand it. 
(Upon our return to Chen tow I had them both let out)· 

h We spent three days in Pin gyanghsien. The doctor showed us 
t rough his hospital, located on a ridge a half Ii from the house, 
a wooden build· b h ·d pa-. mg a out a undred feet long by ten w1 e. ' 
tien ts were lim · t d · I h d tor 
1 d h 

1 e entire y to chronic opium ca ses. T e oc 
P ace t em on t · d' · I]ow-. a s net 1et and gradually reduced their a 
ance. Ordinary c h 'd l ure, Wh h ases, e sa1 , took about three mont 1s to c d 
b fen t ely ':ere able he gave them work around the place; an 

e ore re easing t] d 1 1 au-tho ·t· fi 1em, ma e arrangements with the oca J 
n ies to nd th · b f u · Out f I em JO s. So far he had been quite success d 

o severa hu d d · d ha relapsed. n re patients treated less than a ozen 

Shansi was one f h l d. · of opiu E O t e ea mg provinces in the con sumption 
m. very tow h d . . d ctor 

and h' "f n we a VlSlted reeked with it. Th e O h 
is w1 e were d . . f t e 

hospital had been omg ~ great work. The buildmg ? ce 
of a f Ch· done by his own hands with the casual assrsta~ 

ew mese carpe t 1 f . . h c1t)' official H h . . n ers, ent rom time to time by t e . 
s. e ad v f · tio!l, and h' 'f iswns o making it into a great inst1ttl 
is w1 e took . d . h' 1 was doing. pn e m is enthusiasm and the good ,e 

We stopped over th d h re-
mains of th Id . ree ays. The doctor showed us t e . 

e o city wall f 11 · d1J1g only a fe f . , a en apart m decay and protru 
. w eet high h . f rer 

a siege of fi h among t e weeds, but still standing a 
1 ve t ousa d f ner 5 

o d fire tow n years o wear and tear. At the cor 
ers wer ·11 . ries 

on the road and ~ sti mtact. We had passed similar O 
5 

at which we h dnoticed them on the walls of some of the ww.fll 
a stopped M , ub e arose, fires Wer b ·1 . any centuries ago, when tro 1, 

d f e ui t on th · h h d baC.1> 
an orth across the l . em at mg t and messages flas e 

When w 'd p ams. e sa1 go d b d tO 0 - ye to the doctor and his wife I hate 
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?0 • ~veral year s later I was speaking of them co som e friends 
m Tientsin. A wom an pr esent cold m e th at she had known 
them. The husband had died from pneumonia the year before, 
and his wife had return ed to her family in England. The irony 
struck d · } · 1· d' me: two gre at ideali sts evoting t 1e1r 1ves to cure a 

isease bred into another nation by their own countrymen-
only to . h . meet wit such a tragic end. 

* * * 
From Pingyanghsien we made for the south. If we were to 

cross the Yellow River instead of having to retrace our tr acks 
We must get there before the ice closed the ferries. Our routine 
at each t ld k 1 own worked smoothly and quickly; as we so stoc · s 
; ~~g t~1e way our load had lessened, and now we had only four 
ai~h light weighted carts and were making good time. 

"·h· he bandit scare was arowing stron aer. At the last town in 
vv ic W o b . d} 
in e stopped we were told that a band was burn111g an oot-
i g towns and villaaes only twelve hours away. The next morn-
ng around l o . . d the f e even, as we were head111g across the plam towar s 
br herry, a Chinese walkina at a rapid pace caught up and 

eat lessl · f O d 1 les h Y 111 ormed us that the bandits had entere t 1e cown 
s t an a h l · h h of h n our after our departure. He stuc t wit us t e rest 

co t1. e wa):', telling Ion a tales to the fri ahtened cart drivers and 
o ies F h o o d f 1 . 
\Xlh~n or t e remainder of the day w~ made w_on er u tun_e. 

and h we entered the inn late that mght a dnzzle, half ram 
oil alf sleet had started. The pig-face boy and I sat over the 

stove a d fi . O 11 gured out the date. It was Christmas eve. 
ferr nlChr_istmas mornina we were up early and down at the 

Y and O l 1 d l d · a stead 111g, taking a look. The rain and s eet 1a sett e mto 
of c fl~ d_ownpour. The river was a swirling yellow torrent 
,-. on icti · f · h · .1. w0 f . ng currents, with broken pieces o ice s ootmg past. 
crowdee~ries ':ere working across and back. Tl~e landi.ng was 
hadst · This was the last day the boatman said, the ice floes 
d arted l , . f b . anger severa days ago and the nver was ast ecommg too 

I ous to cross 
· took th · · d fii · 1 
1n his ffi e mterpreter along to get passes from the hea o c1a 

0 ce at the top of the slippery hill. For fifteen or twenty 

l 
l 
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h bandits. Then minutes we chatt ed about the w eath er and t e b as not 
we got down to bu siness. The official was sorr y , utf w Be-
sure that we could make it; m any peop e were a 

O 
strong; l head o us. 

sides, no carts were crossing today. The curr ent was to Yes he 
. l d d ng erous. ' the ice floes had sta rted. Heavy oa s were a h d"d not 

1 . No e i realized that we could not stay there al wmte r. ' Well, he 
want to force us to travel back the way we came. t eleven 

Id et urn a would see what he could do. Plea se, wou we r 

o'clock. . 1 drizzling 
I went back down to the landin g and stood m t 1e h coolies 

f · After t e sleet and rain, anxiously watching the ernes. h f the rope 
had poled a flat bottom scow out from the w ar '. of the 

· he strain stretched across the river qui vered agamst t board-
current. If it should break with mules and carts a 
maskee! We had to make it. he hill to 

At eleven, I skidded again through the mud up t ke ,he 
see the official. Be looked worried. Be could not ta but he 
responsibility. Ye-e-s, he might accept a signed rele.;;;:,., ]ong? 
would have to get in touch with the top offic.al. l ee. 
Be couldn't say. Perhaps an hour. Not more than t1r -.-face 

B h. d. . I . k d up the pio d reat mg 1sgust and impatience, pie e d e aI1 
b 

hl . . te rn ' d oy whose fat good-humor now thoroug Y '."' " b his si ' 
With hands clenched in my pockets, I walked silently Y 
back to the inn for chow. . . . e had de· 

The ram and sleet were ml! carrymg on as if th Yd waited 
cided to go in for a full day's work. I slipped away an rnore
around until two o'clock, then called on the official onc;he in· 
Be Was out. I hung around for two hours, then left. send' 
terpreter remained with the understanding that he was to 
message immediately the official returned. bouts l 

At four-thirty it was growing dark. At five or there•. the 
was. sent for. At six I had signed a document releaS1nt£ ,he 
officials of all responsibility, had agreed to double the pay ht was 
bo~tmen and Was at the landing with the passes. Dayhg 
gomg fast. )f 

0 I b nd 011 n Y one oat Was strong enough to carry the carts, a ·ver 
d The r1 one cart an two mules could be taken at a time . 
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If .1 "de I :fi oured that . I l m1 e w1 · o at that point was appr oximate Y a 1a k h d 

we had about three 1ours o ar k his mules pul t e 1 f h ·d wor . a ea . 1 h 

The driv er of the first team '.' l . . and swearing, uey t ·ed to ma e l 
cart aboard but, in spite of all his w 11ppmg d of wh arf coolies 
balked. They were unhitched and th~ cro~ dri ver led on the 
pulled and pushed the cart aboard . T ehn :de I sent along the 

l bot s1 es, tnules. In order to have a watc 1 on . d k We could not 
. f b . B now it was ar . h pig- ace oy and interpreter. Y l arters of an our 

h b" . In t 1ree-qu 1 see a ead, and the cold was >tmg .. load Thi s time I sent a ong 
the empty boat was back for another. '1 · . 

0 
the number one 

h I b oolie ceepmo t e coo c-boy and num er two c ' 

With tne. l d last load, the ice 
By the time we crossed with the four~ 1 t kin 

O 
the boat, and 

floes had incre ased and were banging an s 1a 0 

the night was pitch bl ack. h "de I called for the 
"''h d. the ot er s1 k 
w en we reached the Ian mg on d t of the dar ness. 

. f ' . e floate ou pig- ace boy. The interpreters voic 
«t_r h 

.1. l.e not ere." 
"Where is he?" 
"Go topside inn." 
''The hell he did!" 
A. pause. 

''Where are the carts?" d " 
••t_r b d hill-mu . .1. J.ere-cannot move--very a ''Ohr•, 

A. ·h . to myself. . not er pau se. I was swearing h birds their cum-
"Tu r II d I , ay t ese we , come over here an et s P ,, 

shaw and then go and see what's wrong. ai"d off the boat 
B h · rp reter p, c Y the light of a lantern, t e mt~ e of the cliff to where 

th
0
hes and we walked around the \ ~he bottom. We went on 

e road began. The third cart stood a ds and the mud 
Past. The road suddenly inclin ed sharpl_r up wd adr. '·n my heels to 
w II . d se an ig t k as so slippery that I had to wa 'SI ew1 ' d rt with a large 

eep a footing. Just ahead was the secohn fi c: was also stalled 
stone d h 1 I front t e rs h . 

d Un er one of the w ee s. n 11 . bout waving t eir 
ln held by rocks. The drivers were wa u°:g a 
anterns and talking at the top of their v01ces. 

. ~ . 

60 
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I had the interpret er call them together and we went into 
a huddle. After we came out, the dri vers hitch ed all eight 
mules tandem fa shion to the front cart. Two of the drivers 
stood by the front mule's head, two others at the side wit h their 
long whips, the rest of us ready to shove against the back of 
the. cart or grasping wheel spokes . One of the driver s cr acke d his 
whip and let out a yell. Amidst the grunts and who ops of the 
men and the loud snorts of the mules, the cart creaked throu gh 
the deep mud ruts, moved up the slippery hill, aroun d the corn er 
to the top and through the gates of the inn. 

I walked back through the mud and threw open the door 
t~ the shang f ang . There lay the pi g -face boy stretc hed out on 
his campcot, in felt slippered feet, before a bowl of glowin g char
coal. The small room had been swept clean. The cook-boy h ad 
spread a fresh white table cloth. It all looked comfort able an d 
cozy. 

~, stood in the door a minute and looked at him. 
"What do you think you came on this trip for?" 

Aw g~e, don't get sore. The mules got stuck and I couldn't 
~o anythmg-so I thought I'd better come on an d get things 

xed up and have the room warm for you." 

de \looked at my watch. Five minutes before midnight. I sud
~ Y remembered. Christmas Night! 

the called to t.he boy to bring hot water and towel. Through 
mea! of onion soup and canned beans I read " H l t" then 

Went t i:: d am e ' o oe . 
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a job of patient waiting - the new republic shears t!~e far1ner of 
his manhood - an American gift to Chin a ends as a 71mk heap-. 
accused of swallowing a watch and ruining th e crops of Shanst 
Province -a beachcomb er as an assistant-Ch ina's money barons 

- w ild duck in flight 

AFTER A NIGHT IN THE CHENG

chow mess, the pig-face boy and I caught the early morning t:ain 
an d were back at headquarters in Chentow late that evenmg. 
G ar rod met us at the station and took me aside at once. 

"What in the world happened to your letters and reports? 
Your telegram yeste rd ay was the first word we've received about 
you since you've been gone. Three or four da~s af ter you. left 
the railway line we beg an hearing rumors of bandits. Sha:1ghai got 
word of it and wired instructions to call you back. Smee then 
we've been shooting telegram s back and forth almost every day. 
W hy didn't you write regularly?" 

I was astonished. 
"Well," I replied, "I did sent a short chit at the end of the 

pack mule trail. But I wrote my first report a week later. Then 
I came to the conclusion that if I mailed them out weekly, chang
ing conditions might cause me to put down discrepancies and 
make conflicting statements. I decided to make them out in 
rough, check back each week and keep them running in a straight 
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line of argument, with the last m ade up as a compl ete summary. 
That's what I did. I have them with me all ready to hand in 

«Ab b · . 
. out andits. There were plenty of them aro und althou gh 

we did 't · ' n run mto any. But as far as I could see we were safe 
enough. They were all starv ed farmers wit h the c~udest kind of 
:eapon.s. We stuck to the main hi ghways and were in a well

a~.red mn ,before dark. They only wanted cho w. " 
"I' Go~h, Im glad nothing happ ened," said Garrod with a sigh, 

m t e one who was responsible, and Shanghai was kicking 
up han ~:'ful stink. We had even arranged with the provinci al 
aut onties for a se h y arc party to start out a week from yesterday. 

f ou want to make it a rule always to keep the company in
ormed." 

~ ~appy r:turn-to be met with a call-down when I was all 
P~ e up with the feeling of a job well done and excellent 
c ances of a good, fat raise. 

h Whehn we r~ached the mess the first thing I did was to run 
t roug my piled up ·1 Th · h 

I bl mai · ere it was-I could recognize t e 
pa e ue envelope at l I · f Janu a g ance. tore 1t open. From the first o 

. . ary a monthly increase of Mex. $2 5. The same standard 
minimum I g I' ·11 . · uess m sti pretty young, I said to myself and the 
tnp wasn't so damned important, after all. ' 

Garrod was still t h' k · . . 
tax ffi · I d up O is nee m negotiations with the Shans1 

o cia an our . ·11 . 
the horde/ b . cigarettes were sti bemg smuggled across 
he took J Py m~ehpehn~ent buyers. A few days after my return 

• , W1t im on h' · h capital of th . a mont s tnp to Taiyuanfu, t e 
boy sent in h~ pr~vmc:, to attempt a compromise. The pig-face 

is res1gnat1on and loaf d d h . . f a reply B I ' e aroun t e mess wa1tmg or 
. art ett, Harry C d I d . h plains. In bet . · an ma e cart tnps around t e 

ween times I took 1 t d 'd spent an hour a d . 'h . ong ramps an ponyback n es, 
read everything I ay lidn t e Chinese village talking Chinese and 

Whe G cou get my hands on. 
n arrod returned he T . . 

brother-in-law of th :'as. sore. he Shans1 tax official, 
hound who wash Ide.new provmcial governor, was a lousy opium 

o mg out for h'b' · governor '~ cared littl . h a pro 1 1t1ve squeeze. The new 
e, e was too busy · · h · 

• The famous Ch . . organizing t e province 
rutian general, Feng Yu Hsiang, 
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into an indep endent state and going in for wh olesale reforms 
along western lines. Moreover, the Shansi mountaineers were a 
proud people who con sidered themselves sup erior to those of the 
other provinces. \'v'ith the newly formed republic in bankruptcy 
and split into fac tion s, the governor was having a mod ernizing 
spree all on his own, an d the rest of the country and the grasping, 
troublesome foreigners could be damned. 

Ne vertheless, Garro d decided, the Shansi government was los
ing money, and the tax official was making noth ing so long as we 
refused to ship in our goods; the thing to do was to keep a for
eigner sitting in T aiyuanfu and play the Ch inese at their own 
game of "patient-waiting". 

To wards the end of J anuary I took the French narrow gauge 
to Tai yuanfu to do the job of patient waiting. Leaving Chen
tow at eight in the morning, the engine puffed its way over a 
winding tr ail up the mount ains, stoppin g at small stations every 
twenty or thirty Ii until we reached the end of the line at five 
that afternoon. The mountains were much the same in color 
and formation as those of the southern section, but on a smaller 
scale and with every inch of level space culti vated. All about 
were rows of terr aces banke d with rocks to prevent washouts. 
Many of them were less than a foot wide and only a few feet 
in length. Hu ge boulders protruded around the terr~ces and 
much of the railway line had been blasted out of solid stone. 
The road st ayed in debt, but the freight tr affic was good and 
the French were said to have cleaned up, by a special set-up of 
overhead costs, a fortune from it. 

The city lay behind a wall about four li from the station, 
separated by a broad, open plaza. As we neared the gate we faced 
a line of Chinese, mostly farmers, with a row of soldiers on each 
side. Ahead was a small wooden fence with an opening, the 
center just wide enough for one man to pass through at a time. 
At first I thought the soldiers were searching for opium. We 
stopped and watched. A weather beaten farmer was dragged 
inside by two soldiers standing within the fence. One grabbed 
his hat; the other pulled down the queue knotted around his 
head. The old farmer stood in a daze. Another soldier behind 
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grasped the end of his queue and pull ed it tau t. A fourth 
reached out with a pair of un wieldy shears an d cut it off close 
to the scalp. The old man sto od fumbling at his head. The sol
diers had to pu sh him alon g. He stumbled aw ay with tears run
ning down his lined cheeks . He had not he ard of the new law 
passed as one of the steps t ak en to mo derni ze his country. H_e 
only knew that he was, fo r some unknow n reason, shorn of his 
manhood and that he was ho pelessly and for ever disgr aced. . 

The queue was thrown into a large bamb oo basket along w ith 
many others, one of the thou sand s of such basket s bein g filled 
at that time in alm ost every to w n and ci ty in China. The fo:
eign countries offered a big market for Chine se hair and paid 
good prices; the Chinese gov ernment needed mon ey badl y , and 
this was a profitable reform. 

Our mess on one of th e m ain shoppin g str eet s w as a n arro, v 
compound with a front court fo r the Chine se and a brick paved 
back one for the forei gner s. Most of the day, shop wall s on the 
two sides cut off the sun, givin g the two dun geon-like bedrooms, 
containing campco ts covered w ith ragg ed sheets and mu st~ 
army blankets, the clammy, dank atmosphere of a marsh. 
found sleeping a tou gh job. 

Early the fir st mornin g I went with the interpreter, a short 
fat Ch inese who wore ill-fittin g forei gn cloth es, to call on the 
dealers and explain our polic y. Afterwards we poked about the 
city. Du st. At a dist anc e, th e red brick of walls and shops, 
the blue coated coolies and their loads, were all the same bro wn 
color . But I was sur pr ised at the city's size. In the center was 
a fenced-in park spr ead over several acres, with trees and grass, 
a fountain and pavili ons. Over towards the northeast was the 
weed-grown campus of the American university built from 
th ' d) e mo~ey ( or what was left after the squeeze was subtracte 
appropriated by the United States government as a refund out 
of the Boxer indemnity . The buildings were erected a few years 
after 1900 · A · f h 1 . ' mencan pro essors were engaged; and the sc oo 
~pened with a flourish. But, as was the way in China, within a 
e:' more years squeeze had eaten so deeply into the sum laid 

aside for upkeep th h d d · · d at t e groun s an buildmgs had run to see ' 
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and the salaries of th e t eachers lef t in arre ars and cut until th ey 
were forced to leave. 

A former teacher was still bun k ing in one of the em pty dormi
tories. An elderly man w ith a d istin guished w hit e m oustache 
and pointed beard, dr essed in a neatl y pr essed dou ble-b reasted 
blue serge suit with white edging to th e lapel of th e vest , finish
ing off with grey spats and a m onocle, he looke d comp letely out 
of place . I asked him to the m ess t o h ave a scotch. He accepted 
with alacrity. 

Upon our arrival, I found tw o repr esent atives fr om th e deal
ers requesting our presence at a dinner th at evenin g. I took 
the elderly gentleman alon g. In th at barr en countr y good food 
and drink were at a premium; w e were served a lot of greasy 
m!xtures with pork predomin atin g as the m ain in gredient. for 
:'°1~e ~e were given a cheap grade of k aoliang and a J apanese 
lffiltatwn of Hennessey's cognac. I wa s glad, howev er, th at we 
had the b~andy; the elderly gentleman enjo yed it immens ely and 
~eft the dmner feeling talkative and spry. Wh en we were back 
~ t~e m~ss settled in the two broken-down easy ch airs before 
he little iron stove, between sips of scotch and soda, he unfolded 

a new system of thought. 

Back in the states he had been a promoter and ( so he said) 
ha~ put over many big enterpri ses. But by n ature he w as a 
phil?sopher. Happening to be in W ashin gton when the Uni
versity of Taiyuanfu was founded he had seized the opportunity 
t I d · b ' 0 an a JO as teacher of psychology and economics so th at he 
would have the peace and time to devote to the development of 
a ~ew philosophy which he had created. Before the school closed 
\ ew months previously, he had written over two hundred 
t lousand Words, two thirds of the book he still meant to com-
pete, expound· h D . f ' 

f h .1 mg t e octrme o Rel axation - the fin al syst em 
o p I osophy t d 11 h . 
f II f ' 0 superse e a ot ers, and to remain the basis 

o a uture thinking. 
Relaxation (he "d) h . d 

everythin · h sai w as t e prime creative spirit behin 
All g In t e world. All creation came out of rela xation. 

nature Was relax d 
artificial t · e ' except man. He was bound down by an 

ens1ty. The I . h 1 
on Y time w en man is complete y re-

L 
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laxed is when he is drunk. H e is at his highest creative point 
when his bod y throu ghout is relaxed by drink and his mind left 
fr ee to soar int o space without being held back by his conflicting 
tension s. Th e greatest wi ts and creative spirits in history were 
also th e greates t dr ink ers. But before man could develop be
yond his pr esent, badly handic apped powers he must learn the 
Law of N atural Relaxation, ph ysically, mentally, spiritu ally. 

Aft er his third scotch and soda, his mind wandered a bit, 
and in some round about way led him to a t ale of his troubles 
with the new republic an governor, who was trying to put over 
a mess of new laws and reforms , and, consequently, needed a 
good foreign adviser, a m an with a level head and a broad knowl
edge of world affairs, one who would keep the too enthusiastic 
governor on solid ground. Moreover, the English and Japanese 
were tr ying to gr asp concessions all over China, and a good hard
headed, unbiased Americ an like himself was needed to protect 
and help develop the potenti al wealth of the province. But the 
devil of it was that the governor was an arbitr ary, narrow
minded man who disliked all foreigners on account of having let 
himself be t aken in by a few petty crook's. 

After his fifth scotch and soda, the cultured old gentleman 
requested the loan of a hundred Mex. until the next two or three 
days, when the governor had promised him his back pay for 
teaching. I was sorry th at I was unable to make it, and shortly 
afterw ards helped him into a ricksh a. A few days later he 
dropped in to say good-bye, and I heard later that he had 
passed through Shanghai on his way to Australia where politics 
Was more liberal. 

For several weeks I loafed around doing nothing but read. 
My interpreter was willing but any conversation had to be 
dragged out of him. The streets were tiresome and outside were 
~are, rocky fields; and the harsh, mountain dialect was impos
sible to und erst and. The light atmosphere and dry climate of 
North China gave most foreigners, and undoubtedly the Chinese 
also, a touch of "nerves", which often developed into a jumpy 
h~art. I was getting moody and quick tempered. One night I 
picked up Zola's Le Debacle, in a 6d translation, and started it 
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lying in bed. I have never read it sinc e, but it still rem ains in 
mind as the world's most m orb id, depressin g stud y in degenera
tion. I finished it at two o'clock . For t he r est of the n ight I 
tossed about under the mu st y arm y blan kets in a h alf -aw ake 
stupor; charact ers from the book sto od over my bed and leered 
at me. 

In the mornin g I wa s a limp wrun g-o u t ra g. I was scared . 
Something had to be done . I couldn't allow my self to go on 
t~is way. So the same day I bou ght a pony and sta rt ed m orn ing 
ndes, gave up the paper-backs and limited my reading to Shakes
peare, Dickens and Dum as. I felt be tter . 

Riding past the Italian Catholic Mission one morning I sud
denly had the idea of taking lessons in French conversation from 
one of the priests. That wou ld help, too, to fill out time. I 
made a formal call. 

The mission, a three stori ed, old-fashioned white house set 
back in a spacious yard filled wit h tree s and flowers looked as 
if it z:night have been lifte d bodily from down horn; in N or~h 
Carolina. A stout, heavi ly bear ded It alian priest receiv ed me in 
an enormous reception room, furn ished rococo style. He ~as 
unable to under sta nd m y at rocious French, and to me his It alian 
was si~ply a bombardment of meaningless syllables. I t ri~d 
Mand_arm, and he threw up his hands. Finally, givin g u p 111 

despair, he sent for two other bear ded broth ers . W hile th ey 
were _holding a fiery consultation, I had an idea. Stickin g up 
ml Y nght hand, I repeat ed slowly, "F ran-c;aise- FraJ1-c;aise- lci 
angue-Fra n-caise " 

"Ah, si, si! -La Fran c;aise!" They beamed and went into an
~the~ huddle. On e of them sho ok his finger triumphantly an d 
I u~:ed out. In a few minutes he returned with a tall, :fine 
0 ~ mg 01? Frenchman dre ssed in a lon g bl ack robe. Speak in g 

mixed Chinese d p h I d r -d Th an renc , managed to make myself un e_ 
stoo ·h. e old man was delighted. He clapped his hands, said 
somet mg to th b . h h -we 

. . e oy m t e arsh Shansi dialect and soon 
were s1ppmg red · h " ' ·d c 

f 1 wme, munc mg a biscuit an d in the m 1 · s 
~o ag_P easant1, but slow movin g, conversation. He would be gladd 

ive me essons t f . h 
a our m t e afternoon every Mond ay an 
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Thursda y. How much? Payment? He was insulted at the idea. 
Never. Life spent solely wi th the Chin ese, he courteously in
form ed me in a wistful tone, could be at times a most monoto
nous routine, and a v isit from an outside foreigner would repay 
for the lessons m any times over . 

But when I started I found mysel f in trouble . I continued 
to whale away at Hilli er' s and as a consequence, my Chinese 
was inter fering badly with Frenc h. \'<!hen I started a sentence 
in French, Chinese words broke into the middle, and I ended 
up in a splutter. The kindl y old French priest wanted me to 
stick it out, but Chinese was more in1port ant, and after five 
lessons I gave up. Ho wever, our friendship remained int act. I 
made frequent call s; from tim e to time I received a gift of duck 
eggs, and in return sent cartons of Virginia cigarettes. 

In the meanwhile I had received two formal calls from th e 
opium smoking t ax official, a sickly looking, loose mouth ed in
dividual with long, dirty finge r nails. The tax question was 
never mentioned until he was on the point of leaving. Th en he 
asked when we expected to start shipments. Both tim es my 
answer was the sam e: as soon as th e t ax was lowered to permit. 

The question remained at a standstill un til one mornin g about 
a month after I had arriv ed, when I received from Shanghai a 
letter and a parce l containin g an assortment of four fancy gold 
Watches-b ig, fa t ones th at rang chimes and showed the day of 
the week . The letter stat ed that Mr. Garrod h ad suggested these 
as gifts , to be hand ed out as I thou ght best. The next day I sent 
one of the watc hes, with the compliments of the comp any , to 
the governor, and one to each of the two assistants of the tax 
official. The fourth and best I held in reserve, told the interpreter 
to spre ad the news th at I had it, and waited. 

Early in th e mornin g, a day later, the tax official called. He 
Was so excited that his under lip hun g much looser th an usual. 
All ceremony was cast aside. Wher e was his watch? Watch? 
I looked surprised. What watch? The watch the Great Com
pany had sent from Shanghai. I shrugged my shoulders. I was 
sorry; surely, there was a mistake; perhaps the compan y was 
sending him a watch later, or it may have been delayed. But 
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had I not received a watch with instruct ions to give it to him? 
I was hurt. Would I not, I asked patiently, have sent his watch 
had I received it? Did he not know how the company valued 
its reputation for honesty? I waxed indignant. 

The tax official was drooling at the mouth. Stamping his feet 
in helpless rage, he turned and sta lked out of the room. 

I kept the watch for five days, then sent it around with a formal 
note, stating th at the original one had gone astray, but th at the 
company had sent a new, much finer one and sinc erely regretted 
the delay. 

My idea was that to give his assistants gifts and pass up the 
official would start public gossip, but th at when finally he re
ceived his watch, the best of the lot, along with a writte n apology 
for unavoid able delay, he would be forced to make a friendly 
gesture in turn to save his face; then it would be an exce llent op
portunity for him to back down gracefully and come to terms 
on the tax question. 

That was what happened. He invited me to a dinner partY· 
I invited him to the theatre. Every one could see that we were 
good friends. The tax question was settled almost immediately. 

A few days later I ran down to Chentow to t alk over things 
with Garrod. When I stepped off the train Garrod, Harry C. and 
Bart were standing on the pl atform. I said, "Hello!" 

No answer. They walked around me, looking me up and 
down. 

"He's changed." 
"N 
« o wonder. Th ey say he's queer about his food." 
! understand he's left the company and gone into the watch 

bu~,~ess. They say he's doing pretty well." 
k. 11 eh, but he played hell with the Shansi climate; they say he 

1 ed all the Shansi crops." 

They kept this razzing going until we reached the mess. Then 
Jarrod took me by the arm, led me into his office and closed the 
. oor.h 'Ye left Barry C. and Bart standing in the other room shak
mg t 1eir heads. I was puzzled. Garrod unlocked the safe, took 
out a etter and h d d · I f the eh· d an e it to me. t was a translation rom 

mese a dressed to the Shanghai office and read: 
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Ever ywhere in th e wor ld everybody !wm tJs your great 
conz pany is f anious and is note d as none oth er for its amaz 
ing int egrity and fairn ess. ,v hen it makes pro11iise to k eep 
it always k eep faithf ully . But, lo, a y oung man from y om 
great comjJany com e to Taiy ua11fu bringing gifts . Befor e 
he co11ie, th e sky was clear and blue, th e farm ers hav e abun 
dant crops and peace and plenty was in land and everybody 
was prosperou s and happ y . But after he come the sky is 
black and overcast and the grasshoppers swann ed and 
ruined th e farmers' crops and the land is in famine and the 
peopl e suff er. H e have watches from your great c01npany 
to give y our great couip any' s fri ends. But he is lilu dog 
who eats its own vomit . H e takes back watches and swallow 
for himself. That is bad for y our great reputat ion and_ I te~l 
you so that you may 11iake wrong right and take this evil 
man out of Shansi that the rnn may shine again and y o1t 
may save your great reputation. 

* * * 

A few days later a new man arrived in Chentow. B~s~ess 
Was going ahead at such a rate that the comp any was p1cki~g 
up every one it could find. When this one was engaged m 
Shanghai he was a beachcomb er. A hum an skeleton, he st~od 
well over six feet and weighed less than one hundred ~nd t?irt y 
pounds. After a week of brid ge and craps and m_atchmg s1l~er, 
I took him back with me to Taiyuanfu to teach him the routine 
of posting, sampling and selling. 

He called himself Butch. He had been born and raised by a 
sister on the Bar bary Coast. At seven he was selling newspapers. 
At fifteen he had risen to the rank of a news-butcher on a local 
running out of San Francisco to some place in Arizona. When 
he was twenty he was shanghaied and jumped the frei?hter. at 
Bangkok. There he obtained a job as foreman of a tm mme 
located several hundred miles back in the interior, the only white 
i:ian. He loved the native girls so much that he remained for 
six years bossing Chinese Iaborers. When he left he went to 
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Shanghai and blew in all his money. An incident he told showe d 
the kind of queer quirks his mind too k . . 

One evening he was sitting in the bar of the As tor House 111 

Shanghai. The place was crowded and noi sy with non-com, 
sailors and marine s. A big buck American marine sergea nt , 
weighing around two hund red pounds, was half-ti ght and boast
ing of his prowess. He had never been whipped in his life and 
could lick any two men in the place. 

"He talked too much," said Butch, "a nd I always had a hunch 
that a guy that shoots off his mouth too much ain't got the guts 
to ba.ck it up. He keeps on br aggin' . So finally I says, 'I don't 
believe you're as good as you say you are,' I says . He gets 0 ~; 

of his cheer and looks me over and he says, 'We ll,' he says, 1 

you don 't believe it, take your coat off and get up here on the 
floor,' he says. So I takes my coat off and folds it up and t~e 
bunch moves the cheers back and the first thing I know I m 
on my back. I gets up and the first thing I know I'm on mY 
back again. And so finally I ju st set there on the floor and says 
to him, 'Well, I guess you'r e right,' I says and goes back to mY 
table and puts back on my coat, and he comes over and sets 
down and buys a drink. He wasn't a bad feller." 

He was also full of love stories about him self and the Siam ese 
girls. He wanted to get back, and from the day he arrived 
begged me to put five thou sand Mex. behind him to sm uggle 
opium into Shangh ai from Bangkok. He had it all worked out 
at both ends and in the middle. His talk was so wild at times 
that I was a bit afraid he might suddenly go off at a tangent. I 
st~ck him in the bedroom across the dining-li ving room from 
~me, but. early one morning caught a glimpse of him dosin g 
hunself With several medicines in a suspicious way. After that 
I had the boy take good care to wash our tableware with separa te 
water. and cloths, kept a check on the towels and bed sheets, 
and hid away the boracic acid and eye cup I was using on ac
count of the d t d d . _ 
. f us an ryness. Even though busmess was grow ~:! .aster.tha:° the company could get men out from home to 

. P ~p, i~ did seem to me that it would hav e paid bette r to 
give t ose 10 the field an incentive to speed up by an all around 
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incre ase in pay than by picking up chronic ally diseased. tramps. 
The policy looked all wrong. I started Butch on a tnp to the 

nor th and wro te a person al chit to Garrod. Then I set out on 
a trip to the south. 

At a J·unct ion conn ectino- with the main highway about 
b d . 

thirty li from Taiyuanfu a country fair was un er w.ay ou: .m 
the open near the station. Hundreds of farmers and their families 
were seated on stoo ls at the small chow stands or circled around 
wandering acro bats and jugglers. In the foregrou~d was a 
wooden pbt form raised about fif teen feet on poles, with a roof 
and back made of bamboo mats. This was the theatre .. Onc e 
every year a w anderino- theatrica l troupe came, and for SL'C days 
performed a series of ;lassical plays. One play often lasted \wo 
days; at the end a speaker came out and translated the P _ot. 
From mornin g to night a large crowd stood intend! watchmg 
and listenin g wit h th eir mouths open, not understandmg a word. 

I asked the interpreter how many dialects he .t~ought there 
were in Shansi . He shook his head. Farmers hvmg three or 
four Ii apart, he replied, often could not understand each othe~; 
many of them never left their homes from birth to death .. His 
answer started a tr ain of thought. On th e rest of the tn~ I 
stopped at villages along the way and checked ~n the. pronun %ia: 
tion of the wor d for water, in the Mandanan dia.le~t, s m. 
W . I · · d d t· I 'nto eioht vanat10ns apit 1m a radms of two hun re t ran 1 o . . . 

pro ximat ing the fo llowing sounds: shw ei, shi, shu, fut, f w ei, fwti 
lei, luh . In the who le of China, I figured, there mu;r be s~ve~ 
thou sand local dialects and the average vocabu ary h O d t ~ 
farmer, I was sure did not run to more than three un re 
words. Hillier plac;d the average ricksha coolie's at five ~undred. 
But, of course, ricksha coolies lived in to~ns an.cl picked up 
street slang an d sin o--son o- talk, words with which the poor . l O b 
iso ated farmer never came in contact. , 

The next stop on our trip, Taiku, three quarters. of a days 
journey from Taiyuanfu, was the only important city towa:ds 
the south, and was different . Lying on a rocky, unproducti ve 
plain, all of the walls, houses and shops were built of ston{. 
One main street, the bare widt h of two carts, ran through t e 
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. f d · which rose center. The shops were laid on a stone oun at10n . 
about two feet above the road and protruded about a foot lI1 

front. The shopkeepers did their morning bathing in the door 
ways and th rew their slops and trash out int o the road. I~ ~ 1e 
winter the town was bleak and forbidding; piercing, biting 
wi nd s whistle d through the narrow thoroughfare and the surface 
was rough, blacken ed ice. In the summer a dead, su ltry he~t 
settled over th e place, swa llows flew swift ly back and forth catc -
ing the swarming , buz zing flies and th e shopping stree t was a 
mass of mud an d filth. Winter an d summ er the town st ank. "ta 

Yet the Tai ku district repre sent ed more wealth per capi 
h . · d r 3·ourney t an any other part of China. As we continue ou walled 

south we passed, one after the other but far apart, great 
estates standing alone and repellent on the silent p am, e · I · d liber-
ately shutting out the rest of the wo rld. These were the homes 

f h h h d f I • h . fortunes o S ansi bank ers w o ad retir e a ter ma ong t eir d 
in the large business cent ers. Almost all of them were relat~ 
directly or by marriage, an d for centuries they h ad been t 1~ 
great financiers of China, each generation of men goi ng fort 
to make its fortune, returning to interm ar ry, build its own 
castles and settle down to a life of leisure, and raise sons h to 
carry on the custom. The pride of race and aloofness t at 
typified the mountaineer tribes of Shansi was conc entrated to 
its highest degree in the souls of these aristocrats. . h 

From the out side, their hom es were really fortresses, wit 
turrets at the corners where soldiers always stood on watch. to 
guard against the surprise attacks of roaming tribes of bandit~
The families forming these tribes had also been raised in th~r 
own traditions, and there was a tacit understanding th at t e 

· te constant warfare waged between the two was a strictly pnva 
affair. 

Few outsiders had ever entered one of these estates, but through 
the underground channel of servants many stories had leaked 
out. Each had its own little army running to as many as tWO 
~housand trained soldiers. And the main corn pound was divided 
rnto many small ones for different family groups, each self-con-
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. f . ts and its own private gardens taining, with its own staff o servan 

in which to pl ay and roam. Id us th at if we cut across country 
At our last stop the de~ler to . at a small station only 

we could catch the Taiyu anfu tr alin_ h ornino The wild 
l ,w t d out ear y m t e m b' twenty .i away. we star e . t of reddish brown 

straggly grass, a sort of witch grass growung OU with frost \Vhere 
soil peculiar to that part of Shansi, wal s s ve~y · a small river fol-

fi 1 · f m ue stat10n, , ' 
the roa_d turn ed, about ve ' ro t1 , I had received a Remington 
lowed 1t part of the way. Recen h y k. carryin a it under 
automatic shotgun ordered from kew I or Id, Patch~s of snow 

I b n · as cou · 
my arm I crept as close to t 1e a s rina th aw was setting in; 
were still on the ground and the P b t -five )'ards. Slowly 
I ld I . h. t enty or tw en Y . 

cou on y get wit 111 w h f the rushes growmg 
rising, I peered cautiously over t e ~op~ °i, d'rections the water 
along the edge. As far as I could see 1~ ot. oh~ened they let out 
was filled with white wild ducks. :"s s~a 10terrific 'roar of flap
a cry and, with a mighty squawkmr an ba ve the water. Heads 
ping wings, drew themselves a few eet a O• n a mass like light
thrust straight out, they shot downd strea~ 111 Then ~s fast as I 

h · h hel me st1 . , 
ning. For a second, t e sig t I . d foot ahead and let 

. d 1. · p a1me a 
could pick one out an me it u ' ut of dist ance. Three ducks 
go-five shots before the last were 0 

lay floating on the water. h b l nd sank almost up 
Without thinking, I made for t e abn <: ~ne coolie who had 

k . l f d The num er ' F to my nees m t 1e so t mu · . l d draa me back. or 
kept behind, had to reach out a stich<: an 1·e 'abnd I floundered 

f 1 . t e coo 1 , 
more than a quarter o an 1ou~ to find a way to reach the 
around with sticks and stones trymgh far down but we 

· d t em too , ' 
ducks before the current carne . I watch them float out of 
finally had to give up, and longing Y 

sight. d up a flock of geese. On 
When I raised the ducks I also scare .11 ' t of formation; one 

our way back_ to the road they wer~<:t:1 doe~perately for his lost 
lone goose flymg overhead was hon g h ndred yards away 

I . d f . d H t least two u re at1ves an nen s. e was a 'I xious now to get 
and I was using No. 2 shells, but as was as an 

J 
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some meat as he was t I k h M h O get away , to o on e last hopele ss s . ot. 
uc .t? my surprise down he tumbl ed . 
Wa1tmg at the t · f h . . . s at10n or t e tra m I tri ed to run dow n some 

ghround partridges, but they were colored a ru sset brow n almo st 
t e same as the ea th E · f h · l r · ver y tun e I flushed one I lost sight o 

im, even ess than t f . wenty eet away . Ftn ally , I thre w the gun 
at one, and walked · d. . . . · it d b . away m 1sgust , leavmg the coolie to pick 1t 

up an nng along. 
When I walked i t J fi I · th n ° t 1e rst c ass comp artm ent of the tral.11 
ere sat Bart fast a I · d wh t h d . se ep m a corner. I woke him up and aske 
a e was omg d H 1· d . . 1ere. e rep 1e t hat h e was on his way to 

JOm me, and hand ed I . tra f d over a ette r sta tm g th at Butch w as to be 
ns erre at once . 
I said, "Thank God for that!" 

b 

VI 
MAY-SEPTEMBER: 1913 

I represent the U. S. A . at a celebration of th e recognition of 
~he new republic -a coof~-boy dies and th ere is trouble bring
ing hi?n in and gett ing him out of the city - a disagreement on 

etiqu ett e with a hapjJy ending-l ast w ord of Frost 

B ARTLETT STAYED IN T AIYU

an~u long enough to buy a pon y , then moved to Taiku. He was 
going to get an Americ an arm y saddle; but I maint ained th at 
the English was far more comfortable for all-da y riding, and 
he gave in. My advice was bad; his short, stocky legs could 
not accustom themselves to dr awn up stirrups. Every ten days 
or so he rode over to Tai yuanfu for a visit. My first question 
Was always the same: "Ho w are you gettin g along with your 
posting?" His answer never varied: "About the same. I fell 
off two (or three) times tod ay." 

. J?uring the first week of May America gave formal recog
nition to the Chinese Republic, the :first nation to do so. A few 
:ays. later a closed carri age, accompanied by an armed guard ?f 

utnders, dr ew up in front of the compound. Two officers m 
full dress uniform. alight ed and, followed by four of the guard, 
marched back into my quarters. Standing at attention, th ey 
presented me with a sealed lett er. My interpreter translated: 

A m eeting in celebration of th e recogniti on of th e R e
Public of Ch ina by th e govern1nent of th e United States of 
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America is to be held three days from date in the public 
g;rdens, a~d the Hon. Ho Ching Shan, as rejJresentati ve of 
t e American JJeojJle, is cordially invit ed to att end as th e 
f7/~f honor. A dinner will follow the sa11ie evening at 

dl bowed to the officers. They saluted, turned on their heels 
an marched out I d · I I h d h · · d d I' · mme 1ate y, a t e mterpreter wnte an 

f elliver per sona lly a formal acceptance in which I stated th at a 
e ow countryma l d · · d · f h' n was ocate m Ta1ku and that I was sen -

mg or im to 1·o· · h · I 
th . m me ill s anng the great honor conferred. n 

e meantime I sent a tele gram to Bartlett. 
At thdree o'clock on the afternoon of the third day the officers 

pre sente themselv . d 
self t h . . es agam an escorted the interpreter and my-

o t e wa1tmg c · B I h h'I th . arnage. art ett ad not arrived. W I e 
e carnage bounc d d I 

eye . h e an swayed through the dust I sat furtive Y 
mg t e paper h. h I h . -,.,r 

interpreter h d on ~ ic . ad written a short speech. 1v,.y 
W d a a copy ill Chmese. 

office;s r;w u~ at the gate of the park with a flourish. The tWO 
got out sa~~Pf :~t of the carriage and stood by the door. I 
noth. b oo : around. The park was packed. I could see 

mg ut wavmg b d . 
sand Ch' l anners an staring faces. Twenty thou-

mese at east w d' . 
their necks. ere stan mg rammed tog ether, cran111g 

As we passed inside th · I d 
a salute and t I' ' e regimenta band at the gate playe 
bayone:s as weW:al~:~ ~f soldiers stood at attention with drawn 
back door f etween them down a narrow path to the 

o a squat su h 
trance the r h ~mer ouse at the end. Upon my en-
ing rattle ofoom ecd oed with the shuffling of feet and the clank

swor s as b d h . 
ranking from l d . oar c air men, guild heads and officers, 
rose from th . s en er lieuten ants to beefy red faced genera ls, 

e1r seats Th h ' 
coats and most f h e mere ants wore top hats and frock 
black leather b o t e officers were in dark blue uniforms and 
Th oats, although f h d ey stood stiff d a ew a on congress gaiters, w· h an erect it out forth . 

h h er ceremony J h 
w ere t e head f h ' was us ered to the front door 

o t e staff load d . h . . d 
' e W1t decorations, 101ne 

its 
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me. The band struck up a version of Th e Star Spangled Banner, 
and two by two, top general and I in the lead, we m arched 
slowly up another path connecting with a green, two-storied 
pavilion two hundred yards ahead. On each side we passed rows 
of soldiers at atte ntion, school boys and girls and the recentl y 
shaved leading merchants dressed in their holiday best. The 
school boys h ad on grey cotton cloth caps and suits, long trousers 
loose at th e bottom. The girls wore white blouses and black, 
short, pleat ed skirts. All carried small American flags or white 
banners with black characters, attached to the ends of long, 
swaying bamboo poles. 

My interpr eter and I were placed in the center of the balcon y, 
surrounded by genera ls and high civic officials. I was introduc ed 
-che~rs and hand clapping. I bowed and cleared my. thro_at . 

I said th at to be able to represent my country at a tim e like 
this was the highest honer that could fall upon any one; it was 
only fitting that the oldest and greatest republic of the West 
should be the first nation to exte nd the h and of friendship to 
the newest and greatest republic of the East; there was much 
:"'e could learn from each other; an d (p eroration) with her new 
ideals of free dom and equality, backed by thousands of years of 
culture, Chin a was bound to develop into one of the most pros
perous and civilized nations of today. 

Prolonged hand clapping and waving of banners . 
. My interp reter repeated the speech in Chine se. !'1ore enthu

siasm. Then one of the civil govern ors made a quiet ack nowl
edgement, followed by two lukew arm speakers who were only 
~ildly welcomed. But suddenly, on my left, a round ~ery-faced 
little general with a shock of closely cropped black hair and long 
curl~ng moustaches, stepped to th e front, stood sile1:t for a second 
lookmg over the crowd below , then, without warnmg shot forth 
a1: unbro ken stream of words like a bunch of fire crackers pop
Ping off. He waved his arms and pounded the rail; he perspired 
freely all over through his heavy, full-dress uniform; his face 
grew redder an d redder until I thought he w as going to burst and 
collapse. But h e kept up at full speed for a half hour, holding the 
crowd spellbound-while I continually changed from one foot 
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to the other At th fi · h h d. · e nis , t e au 1ence broke out into one great 
roar, and clapped th · h d f fi · d · h 

f . eir an s or ve mmutes. I heave a s1g 
o relief. 

IMd Y interpreter translated parts of the speech. The general 
to the people th t th h d · · 

d 1. . a ey mu st t row off the shackl es of tra 1t1on 
an 1ve m the eh · d f 
f d pre sent; ma mu st be turned into a Ian o 
ree om and equal · · f d b . I opporturnt1e s or every one· every chil , oy 

or gir , mu st receive · 1 d · '1 b 
b . d' a pract1ca e uc at1on · t 1ere mu st e no 

m mg of wo ' f ' 
b . . men s eet, no queues for men; and the boys must 

e trained m to fight · d fi h . . ers ; a na t10n stood or fell by the strength an 
g tmg quality of her men 
Hi s fiery speech d d ·d d M . eman e emocracy and modernity. Y 

interpreter added th h 
root d h cl at t e general had also expres sed the deep-

e atre of the h Ch' . J an . h J nort ern mese for the over-beanng ap-
ese, t e apane se 1 · d 

could b were a ways domg underhand tricks, an 
keys) ·ntoht e trulsted far in bu sin ess; they were hou'rh (mon-

, ey stoc <:ed gull'bl eh· h d f che · · . 1 e mese s opkeepers with Joa s o 
ap 1m1tat10ns of W . . . ,_ 

porters h d estern pt od ucts; the1r 1m porters and ex 
it kn ~ a wh ay of repudiating debts whenever they felt Jike 

' owmg t at the· l d 
only th f h ir consu ates would back them up; an 

e act t at the oth f · · · · n 
to say, hands off er ore1gn nat10ns were in a pos1t10 
of the , prevented them from practically taking control 

country. 
At the end of th I' l 

sang M C , e_ Itt e general's speech the school children 
Y ountry Tzs of Th · Ch' l 

the lines back h ee m mese as we passed throug 1 
tot e summer l O · · ·ff d speechless whil I 1ouse. nee ms1de, we sat st1 an 
e c aret and l £6 · rose to his f 1 ea <:es were served. Then an o cer 

eet, c anked h. h l h d toast. We all d is ee s toget er, bowed and ma e a 
my interprete:t~~ e u~, the others facing me, and drank. I made 
After fifteen p at after me a toast to the Republic of China, 
· or twenty · f h I t1ons, an aide t· d mmutes o t ese mutual congratu a-

. 1p-toe up a d 1· ~..r 
interpreter lean d n w ispered to my interpreter. 1vJ.Y 

f h e over and ·d "W o t e room a sa1 , e go now " I arose the rest 
b rose and d 1· . < , 

rought us esco t d stoo w ile the two officers who had 
d , re us o W 

crow s; the band 1 ut. e passed through the waiting 
and drove back t: /hyed another salute; we entered the carriage 

e mess. 

b 
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Two hours later Bart, dusty and sore from riding (he had 
fallen off four times, he said, trying to hurry), walked in. He 
had been away on a trip and had only received my message the 
night before. 

Shortly after his arrival , the carriage called again to take us 
to the dinner. Six or eight officials received us with apologies 
from the governor who was up to his neck in work and was 
sorry that he was unable to come. Bart and I decided that the 
governor was acting snooty. \Y/ e marked it down. When the 
food came on it was greasy, porky and badly cooked. We 
marked that down. The drinks consisted of rotten kaoliang, 
warm beer and a poor Japanese in1itation of an English brandy. 
That was the last straw. All of the rep resentatives, like so many 
Chinese officials, were stout and soft, so we started to work on 
them with an endless series of toasts, insisting on a glass of brandy 
for every one. We toasted everything about the Republic of 
China that we could think of. To be polite, our hosts were 
compelled to follow each one with a toast to America. At the 
fini~h Bart and I were pretty dizzy and uns_table, but ~1ad 
a~h1eved our end. We bade good-night to a sickly, droolm~, 
p1e-.eyed lot of hosts; they were hardly able to get out of their 
chairs. As a matter of fact, we did leave some of them folded 
across the table, staring cross-eyed at half-empty dishes and 
glasses. 

Th~ ne~t morning r wrote a formal letter to .the American 
Legation 111 Peking notifying them of the rece~t1_on. In ~ few 
day~ I received an acknowledgement from M1111ster Remsch, 
statmg that my letter had been forwarded to the State Depart
~ent at Washington. Two months later I received a note of 
t anks signed by Secretary Lansing. 

* * * 
Summer came. In Taiku the sweltering heat and nauseating 

sn:ieIIs became so unbearable that Bartlett made headquarters 
With me at Taiyuanfu. In the late winter and early spring 
bandits had increased and on his last trip over Bart passed a gang 
on the road. He was riding about a half li ahead of his cart 
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when he looked behind and saw it surrounded. He hurried 
back, handed them out a few tin s of canned fruits and carto?s 
of cigarettes, he said, and they went th eir way. They were_ in 

rags and all told had only one gun, a rusty old muz zle loading 
flintlock rifle; the rest of their arsenal consisted of knives and 
small scythes used for cutting grain. h 

· rt Along towards the middle of July Bart took a cart tnp no 
to Tatungfu, a city not far south of the great wall. On an 
a.ft:rnoon towards sundown, three weeks after h~ started, I : 5 
sitting on the door steps of the living room trying to cool 
when Bartlett walked in. We shook hands and he joined me. 
~is face was white and he looked peaked and all in. For a lo~~ 
time we sat without speaking. I waited. Finally, he could ho 
in no longer. 

"My cook-boy died." 
"When?" 

"Three days ago on the road." 
"Where is he?" 

"Outside-in front of the compound." 
"H . h '" ~ ow m t e world did you get him through the gate. . 

strict law prevailed forbidding dead bodies to be brought withJJl 
the gates of a city without special permission from the magistrate, 
and under no circumstances unless the family dwelt there. 'The 
cook-boy was from Peking. 

"He was lying inside the cart wrapped in mats and the guard 
didn't see him." 

"How did he happen to kick off?" 
"He's been sickly ever since I had him, but I kept hi.1ll ~Jl 

because he was a good cook. I didn't find out until this triP 
th~t he was an opium smoker, and it was too late to do a!lY
thmg. 

"Everything was all right until we started back. The road 
w~ so full of stones that my pony was stumbling all the time, 

Pank. I fell off so much that I finally gave up and rode on the 
e mg cart Th k ·d of . · e coo sat on one s1 e and was acting sort 

queer. His mo th h · lli g 
d u was angmg open and his eyes were ro n 

aroun ' and he kept talking to himself. I thought at first he 
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was going crazy, and after that I walked until I was too tired 
and had to ride. 

"On the second day out I was sitting there by hin:, and he 
started vomiting and fell off the cart. I got the coolies to lay 
him back inside and spread blankets over hin1: He lay .there for 
two days, shivering and sweating and talking to hrmself. I 
couldn't make him eat or move. 

"Three days ago I was walking ahead of the two car~s wh:n 
I heard shouting. I looked back. The carts were standing _still 
and the drivers and coolies were waving their arms and yel~mg. 
I ran back and found the cook lying there with head twisted 
back and his tongue hanging out, dead. . . 

"The Chinese wouldn't go near hin1. I had to wait until that 
evening when we stopped at a rest house, then I bought some 
old bamboo mats and had to wrap him up myself. . 

"For the last three days we've been travelling steadily all ~ay 
and night. I've walked all the way and haven't eaten anythmg 
but canned fruit." , . 

I tried to buck him up. I said, "Don't worry. Its JUSt one 
of those things that happen-it's all over now, and we can 
easily fix it up. Get it off your mind. Go ahead and wash up, 
and I'll tell the boy to have chow right away." . h 

Wh .l B · t nd had a talk wit 1 e art was cleaning up I went ou a d 
the interpreters. While we were eating dinner they arra~ge d 
for some beggars-the only Chinese who would handle a. ea 
body-to carry the cook into the front courtyard. After dmner 
the four of us called on the chief of police. . 

A guard at the gate of the yamen ( official residence) ~topped 
us, enquired our errand and passed us on to another policeman, 
Who led us to the chief's house at the back of t.he cou_rtyard. 
For five minutes we waited in an anteroom until a third o~e 
arrived to usher us into the chief's office, a kind of box a_ffarr 
c~ntaining a foreign desk and leather chair and several Ch1~ese 
high-backed blackwood chairs. In a few minutes a fourth pohce
rnan entered, saluted our guard and asked him to tell us that the 
chief Was finishing his dinner but would be with us very soon. 
'We Waited another ten minutes before the chief, a tall robust 
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man in his fifties wearing a blue gow n , enter ed che wing a tooth
pick. We all bowed and he waved us to seats .. ~uri~ g the whol~ 
conference the policeman, wit h a big au to m atic m his belt, stoo 
at attention behind his chair. il 

The interpreter repeated Bart 's compl ete story in full deta ' 
and at the end expl ained th at Bar t ha d not known of the law, 
that the Chine se with him were un acquainted w ith the la~ 
about brin ging dead bodies inside the cit y gates and that w~ ~a 
come straight to the chief to ask his advice and receive his 1n

structions. · 
For a long time the chief sat back, th oughtfully chewing ~is 

toothpick and stroking the few lon g hair s above h is up~er ?-· 
Then he spoke rap idly, emphas izing hi s points by pushing 1

; 

right forefinger on the fingers of his left hand. At the end 0 

his harangue, the polic e guard ground an ink stick in some wat~r 
at the bottom of a small clay bow l; the chief shook back t _e 
lon g loose sleeve of his gown, picked up a bru sh, examined it 
carefu lly, flouri shed it in the air while he cleared his thro at, 

and. b~gan to w rite: . eld 
Fim shed, the policeman handed him a wooden chop and h d 

out a brass container in which was stuffed a ball of yarn soakel 
with red ink. The chief again held up hi s right arm and sho1 c. 

back his _sleeve, pr essed the chop on the ball of yarn, ca:eful J 
stamped it on the paper, th en sat back with a grunt of tnurnP 

After repeatin g th is perform ance he hand ed the two docu
ments to the interpreter and bowed us out. 

The chief was a fine old fellow . He had ordered us to b~Y 
a coffin at once and have the body kept in it hidden away 10 

h b ' et t e ack compound until the next mornino when we rnust g 
it out of the city. One of the docum ents .: as a permit to keep 
the body in the city for tw enty-four hours, the other to get 1~ 

out throu gh th: ga~e. By nine o'clock th at evening the wr.appe d 
u~ bo~y was lymg mside the bulky wooden coffin, well spnnlde 
with lime. 

Unless a Chines e was buried in his family buri al ground~ be 
was out of luck with his anc estors ; his spirit wou ld be high
hatted. After discussing this matter, Bart and I reached the 
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conclusion th at the on ly fair thing to do was to ship the body 

to the bereaved family in Peking . . . 
Early in the morning we tramped across to th e ra ilway station 

to obtain permission to ship the coffin to Chentow for tr ansfer 
to th e Pekin g line . The Ch inese station master greete d us but 
was very sorry, th e Fre nch inspector was away, he woul d b~ back 
on the evenin g train; as for him self, he regretted th at he did not 

have the aut horit y to ship dead bodies. ffi 
Toward s af ternoon, the air in the neighbor hood of the co_ ? 

carried a fai nt, subtle odor th at remin ded me of Mark Twam s 
story of th e cheese and the stiff in th e overheated bagga?e car. 
B d . · ·w r t for the coolies and 

art an I were becom ing anxious. we sen 
ordered more lime. . 

Wl . . . d ·e back at the stati on 
:ien th e evenmg tram arrive we wer 

to meet th e Frenchm an. At first he shook hi~ head doubtfuli i' 
but after show in o him th e magistr ate's certi ficate and fina yd 

0 ~ • d d · · h gree 
persuading him t hat the body was m goo con ition, e a 
to ship it. 

The next day we para ded throu gh the streets and across ~he 
1 h . f ooed becroars carr ying 

P aza at t e head of a proc ession o raoo 00 h 
the coffin on th eir should ers. As we neared his ~ouse the Fre~ffc d 
m d d · · d Occ asionally, he sm e 

an came own the steps an Jome us. . dk h" f tl · . h I· out his han ere ie 
:ie air and cou ghed · once or twice e too 1.. 

d ' h Id · lon °er an blew hi s no se. A t last he could O in no O •1 "H · ) 0 ore day- p :iew-too 
e is becorne old I think. No . ne m ' h h 

late!" He shook his 'head . " I think it is necessary tha t e ave 
ice. No:>" 

W · 1 a half hour late, 
e agreed . And the tr ain was more t 1an l .1 d 

w · · l · d . d from t :ie ra i way an 
aitmg w :11le the ice wa s comman eere 11 d 1 

laid around the coffin by the beggars . As the t_rain pu e . ~u~ :~e 
Frenchman stood sta rin g after it wit h a du bious, worne o , 
and appeared to be murm.uring under his breath. 

,r. * ).C. 

In the early part of October I received a letter callin_g me _b~c: 
to Chento w. Not fa r out from Taiyuanfu the tram, wit 
sudden grinding of brakes and a grat ing slide of wheels, was 
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brought to a sharp halt. Th rou gh th e windo w I could see only 
the open country, but on th e oth er side I h eard a violent com
motion of voices raised in shout s and th e hea vy clumping of 
boots. Bandits, I said to my self. 

Then, through the windo w of the closed door to the com
part~ent which I had to my self, I gl imp sed a bunch of soldiers 
pushing each other up and down the corridor. Th ey were dressed 
m black caps and tan khaki uniform s with trou sers stuffed into 
short black, stiff leather boots; around their wai sts were heavy 
black leather belts; and over their left shoulders hung thick 
:ed cords, to which were attached clumsy wooden holsters ho_ld
mg long-barrelled German automatics. Most of these soldiers 
we_: carrying rolled-up bedding or boxes. 

big, burly brute, who seemed to be g1vrng most of the 
orders, peered into my compartment, stared me up and down, 
then unlatched the door and slid it open. After standing there 
for a X:U0 ~ent, he turned his head, gave some orders in the throaty 
~hansi dialect, and drew himself to attention by the side of the 
boor as a slender, delicate middle-aged Chinese woman, follow~d 

Yan amah, walked into the compartment and took the opposite 
seat. 

h While soldiers were bringing in parcels and boxes and laying 
t em on the co f h h ver 
h . rner o t e seat, I stole a good look at er 0 

t e separatmg t bi Sh h d h · · d ;.,..,_ a e. e a t e straight thm nose an .u•· 
personal poise of · f b ' ·J ed-b k . generat10ns o reeding, accented by the tl t 

a~ carnage of her head and slender delicate hands with Jong 
homdt~d nails. Her black hair was combed back from her fore-

ea m one silky II d 1 · d d nd bi k . ro ' an P a1te own behind her back arou 
~a acf sil~ cord with a tassel at the end. Her long silk gown 
he: 0 a sdo t shade of lavender decorated with medallions; frorP 

ears angled t . f . :ic-
quisite settin w~ pieces o perfectly matched jade U1 e 
circled b ghs 01 f filligreed gold and, to match her wrists were 

Y a a f d z · ' a et 
amah, accordin ° en or more Jade and gold bracelets. P 

bound f g to custom, was dressed in black and both had eet. , 
My furtive sta · d' 

who had ush d rhe w~s mterrupted by the voice of the sol ier 
ere er m H . d ... rJ:l 

· e was standmg with his gun ra"" 
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in his right h and. Behind him stood two othe r thugs, also with 
d:awn autom atic s. When I looked up he scowled and waved his 
pistol towards the corridor. No w, the tr ain h ad only one car 
for first and second class and only two compartments in the first 
clas~ section. Through the partit ion I had already heard the 
sol_diers dump the Chinese passengers out of the other. I had 
paid for my seat, was there first and I decided not to budge. 
I stared at the swashbuckler for a second, then turned and 
looked out of th e window. 

There was a moment's silence, broken by the yells of the 
bully in front and followed by muffled talk in the corridor. 
S_ome one plucked at my sleeve. I glanced up. The emaciated 
little conductor w as bending over. Bowing profusely he pointed 
to the lady in lavender and th en to the corridor. I told him in 
my c~olie Chinese to fetch my interpreter. He held a short con
s~ltation with the burly leader and rushed off. By now the cor
nd?r Was crowded with other soldiers, and a large portion of the 
tram crew, drawn by the noise, were all talking at once trying 
to explain to each other wh at was happening. 
. T~e conductor reappeared with my interpreter, who was rid
ing In the second class and was now almost white with fear. 
Be begged me to move at once; the woman was the wife of a 
ge_neral who had taken the other compartment, and Chinese 
etiquette demanded that a woman of her high social standing be 
allowed a compartment to herself; if I did not get out at once 
th:;e might be much trouble; I might even be killed. 
. ~r. Ch'ing," I said, «tell this man that I paid for the seat 
In this compartment. It is mine by right of first come :first 
served. Besides, the general has taken the other compartment and 
stuck in part of his bodyguard with him. There's no reason 
why he can't move his soldiers out and give the room to his wife. 
A~d as for making trouble tell the bird with the gun that I 
~aid that I am with a large ;ell-known company in good stand
ing With the Chinese gov~rnment, and if he starts playing the 
part of a bandit he will probably get himself and the general, 
too i t ' n o a rotten mess." 

Lord knows what the end would have been had not the general, 
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attracted by the sound of a fo reign to ngue, poked h is head in 
at the finish of my little speech . H e lool-cd aro un d, asked sorne 
questions, and turnin g to me, grav ely put hi s hand s toget her and 
bo':'ed. I stood up, stuc k my h and s toge th er and bowed bad~ 
This exch ange of cour tesy fini shed, he clapped his h and s an 
issued orders. W ith in a f ew min u tes all of th e lu gg:ige was 
moved out of th e comp ar tm ent and h is w ife w ho had sat un
concerned, unno t icin g, t hro ughout th e squabbl e, sedat ely_ fol
lowed, with her quiver ing ama h st um ping along behind like a 

plump up set hen. 
When the general had his w ife settl ed in the other compart-

ment he again ent ered min e w ith a bow , pulled out a wallet, 
hunted for a card, handed it to me and w ith anot her bow seated 
him self. I gave him one of m ine. H e ord ered one of his soldiers 
standing out side the door t o br ing hi s ow n special brand of t; 
and we drank to each oth er . For an hour, before he dozed O ' 

we had a pleasant, if difficult, chat. He wa s a stocky littl e rnan, 
a general high up in the Shan si pro v incial gove rnm ent, on his waY 
t~ pay his respects to the pre sident in Pek in g. He asked rne to 
disregard the lack of court esy of hi s soldier s · the y w ere an un
educated lot who did not under stand for eign cu stom s. Like 
every well-educ ated Chine se I have known, hi s sense of etiqu ette 
was perfect . 

Wh en I arri ved at Chentow the fir st word s that gr eet ed rne 
were: '_'W_hat the hell did you and Bart mean by sendin g dowl1 
that stiff m such a condit ion?" 

When Garrod received our telegram about the shipment, he 
sent the Chine se t raffic head over to ar ran ge to have the cofhl1 
~ransferred to Peking. As soon as the train pulled in the f rencl1 

mspector in charge at the station, after one sniff 'ordered the 
car to be sh d ·d ' f the 
b f unte to a si etrack ou t of the direction o 

reezes rom th h d . . . 1 f the 
ffi Th e sout an msisted on immediate remova o 

co n. e ma b G d rs 
f d n sent y arro finally persuaded some begga ' 
or a goo round f he 

Pek . H sum o money, to carry it a mile down t 
mg- anko ·1 ·Je f . w rai way below the mess and lay it on a P1 

o cross-ties But h . · d ws of tl f. . even at t at distance the doors and win ° d 
1e mess acmg h h d b . sout a to e kept closed. There it rernal.!le 
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for five days un t il, afte r mu ch palaver and discreet distribution 
of cum shaw, th e box was loaded by another crew of beggars on 
an empt y flat car wh ich was hitch ed to the end. of a n~idnight 
fr eight. Th e fam ily received the coffin at th e Pekmg station an~, 
to the best of my knowledge, the cook-b oy was laid to rest ll1 

peace und er th e t all t rees of th e family buri al ground. 

* * * 
At the mess I found a let ter fr om Johnny who was still run

ning the Pek ing office. In part he wrote: 

Th e Old Mall was up this week checking 1ip on things. 
· · /.t We w ere 

\"\7 e had bi m to the mess for d nw er one mg J • d 
ll . . d I. · the rag w hen he s11 -

a stttm g aro1111d af terzvar s c x zu111g ' 
d l d ·J "B t/. e ·•ua) ' I've aot a lett er 

en y tur 11ed to nu all sa1 , Y J • ' 0 ,, 

here I've been carrJ'i" g arou 11d to show yon f ellows. d 
I . . d · h . pockets an 

\V ell, the old ma11 fu mb le( mo1w lit is d .d 
finally jmll ed ou t a cnt lll]Jled u jJ sheet of paper, an · sat d 
"R ead tbat over. It 's a f u.1111y damned fetter and I wante 

to see w bat you 11iake of it ." . f 
'\'7 ell, th e lett er was fr om Frost, begging and pleadin?11. or 

th l k H ·d he was wi ,zng 
e O d Man to tak e him bac" on. e sai · t' 

t P I. . ,_f f: ,11dredM ex .amo n l'J, 
o ay JIS own way back, war~ or a n . · d . 

d t d him, to an neve1 
an go any where th e compauy iuan ,e · ' 
11iahe a hich . . . , 

I band ,d :t b ,, d ·d rrsure I know what it is, he s 
(; i ac,-...., all S (ll , , . fi d,, 

just discovered he's tb e f elf ow that's bewamz u · d 
Th en I told th e Old Man about the way ~rost usde ~o 

1 b f d how he invent e tne 
marco up and down and ee , an , 
word. 

T hou.ght you 1nigbt be interested. 
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settling down . th f . . f f . in e amine section wh ere one ye ar 01-tt o our 
means life or deatb-along th e highways and on the farms-o ne 

of the oldest and largest professions in Ch ina 

me for a w lk . IN THE MORNING GARROD TOO~ 

"I da down the ra1lroad track. 
wante to g t could t 1k . h e you away from the other fellows where ,we 

Wh a wit out being disturbed." 
at had I done no ;i w · h . · b ut But h k w · as 1t t e stiff-or had my chit a o 

"c struc a bad note? 
Shanghai has de . d d li it's 'd ci e to sp t up the Di vision in two parts-
my 1 ea-and I h 11 section th want you to take charge of the sout er 

, e new Ho D · · · h I'll check · h nan lVlSlon, eadquarters in Changt efu. 
wit you fo h'l ff 11 right. r a w 1 e to see that you get started o a 

"In the meantime d ' · h other fello y ' on t say anythmg about it to any of t e 
and talk awb s. ou know how it is; there'll be enough jealous}' 

out pull a J 1 . i1 we get all the <let ·1 nyway. ust '-eep it under your h at unt 
"You bet ,, I ~ids fixed and are ready to shoot." 

' sa1 «B I l . . there any in · ut- mow it 's no time to ask-but 15 

"It' crease attached?" 
s a bad tim . h 

end of the year-~~~g t t n?w-only a few months before the 
one then." hey re sure to come acros s with a good 
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That helped. I felt :fine. 
Looking thro ug h some old files not long ago I ran across two 

torn sheets of paper yellowed by time. The y were part of five 
or SL"C on which, back in 1914, I had typed out impressions of 
Changtefu: 

Harr y C. alway s maintai ned that it was the vilest place 
in China in to which a fo reigner co1dd be wished, and H arry 
C. was one wh o kn ew, for he made a specially of choosing 
vile holes-p laces mi les away fro m now here, places wher e 
th e days had n o names aud w here God was m erely a cu.rse. 
I can swear coldblood edly and cal·mly that Changtefii is 
th e niost wr etched , pov erty stricken, filth y hole in the most 
desolate district of a countr y wher e pov erty ranks second 

only to disease in popularit y . 
On the plains of H onan lies Changt efu . A s far as th e 

eye can see in any direction, the-re is only the vast sweep of 
the fiat lowlan d, with here and there a collection of dead 
dobe hu.ts, here and th ere a f ew trees circling a moimd of 
grav es; and rising up fro m the plains, th e f orkidding walls 
of C?hangt efu : dirty and crmnbling w alls, a~ic:~nt ~nd tot 
tering, silent and grini, symbolical of the civilization th ey 
represent. 

Changtefu is within th e clutche s of the Huang Ho, the 
slimy winding river that reaches out lik e an octopus. and 
slowly crush es all within its reach. It is f ate-th ere is no 
escape-if th e river is q1iiet and stays in it! course one ~ea: 
out of four, the f arm er can manage to exist. H ao lo- tt is 
good. If not, he must turn bandit and prey on oth ers as 
Poor as himself. Mei yu fatzu - there is no remedy . 

It_has been a bad year in Changtefu . ~uang Ho has b:en 
Particularly v icious and robbers are th ick on the plains. 
Th ere are many be headings ev ery morning. B·ut is death a 

cure for an incurable disease? 

(There are a number of sheets missing here, but it goes on 
when I was feeling lonesome one night) : 
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At sundown a bu gle an old burrle den ted and rusty, 
' () ·t It cast in th e tim e of Ne ro, sends f ort h a loug du ll w at · 

is the signal for the bat te red old gates to crea!? .. sh1tt. Across 
the fields, a far m hand nak ed t o th e wais t an d swr:ati ug , ln tr
ries chantin g in a high nasal sing -song -h ap jJy at th e 
thou ght of rest and a cufJ of tea . Cart s, coolies, w heelbar
rows, fJour throu gh th e gates, am idst rolls and rolls of dust. 
It is always dusty on the plains. Do zens of beggars thro ng 
the gateway, solicitin g every jJasserby f or a cash. All have 
the same monotonous whi ne , "Lao Yeh, ta Lao Yeh shan' 
kei wo, mei yu fan," and bumjJ go th e heads on th e groum 
in elaborat e kowtows. 

Within the town eve rythin g grows qui et ; at lon g inte;
vals smoky oil lanips light the narrow du sty str eets. T e 
shop assistants are putti ng ufJ th e shu tt ers; the shroffs ar;, 
counting the day's receifJts; or assistant s are crowded arottn · 
a little table having their evening nieal. 

By darl?.., the town will be qui et, deathly quiet and black, 
with only the night watchman jJassing by ev ery hour slowly 
beating a iom-tom,-blaclw ess, st illn ess, a child's cry, a 
dog's bark, a groan. 

Early in September, 1913, I started out for this center of 
fami~e with Chang, my interpreter, his wife and two small boys; 
a Chmese teacher just out of coll ege, a middle-aged cook-boy, _ 

· 1 f · d · 1 urn strapping, s ue- ooted number one coolie, a non escnpt 1 , 

ber two, Dumb (the pony) and mafu, automatic shotgun, bo:X. 
of books, a foot-high bronze Buddha which was always with JJ1.J 
as a luck piece, and a lot of second-hand office furniture an 
stationery. 

Before leaving Chentow I had mailed out orders for a sfJl.all 
safe, a typewriter, a punching bag, a year's subscription. to 
Co~tnlry Life in America, Review of Reviews and the Pektn .g 
Daily News, this last a Chinese newspaper edited in English by 
soi_ne bright young reformers of the new People's Party (~(uo 
Mmg Tang) headed by the honorable, anglicized Mr. Welling
ton Koo. I had also arranged for Kelley & Walsh, the leading 
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English bookstore in the Far East, to send me their weekly list 
of all new publications. d tl 

A b f b l . · len o-th separate 1e road open space o a out a t m b . • 

. 1 b h the mam o-ate it was station from the city wal , ut to reac ' b h 
"d f h th wall for anot er necessary to pass down the outs1 e o t e sou 

l . Tl d h'd · one of the nar row t. 1e combined office an mess 1 m . d f 
h . l · o- treet It cons1ste o utungs that ran into the mam s 10ppmb s · 
one small courtyard paved with fresh red brick. . Ch 

M . I had met him at en-y mterpreter, Chang, was a gem. ' . l . h" 
b l · d his c 1a1r watc mg tow, where on Sunday I often sat e 1m . . d f 

h . /. . . l asto111sh111 o e tness 1m and his friends play m a c Jtang wit 1 an . l lb 0 d . h . van ab y ost. nee an speed. Although he always sat in, e m ' ' D"d h 
I k · h l e never won. 1 e as ed him why he kept on playing w en 1 
love it so much? · B 

"N " Ch 1· d bl I "I don't like ma chwng. ut o, ang rep 1e unt Y, . k lay ma 
all Chinese play All place I go my fnends as me p , l . d 
chiang. Always "i have bad luck. Every _mon;~ I lose one t ur 
salary. But it must be so It is good business. fi I · 

• } · ky oure, 11S Everything about Chano was blunt, 1is stoc. b f 
1 b f h d his square ace angu ar movements and manner o speec an . d d the 

and spatulate fingers Even the umbrella he carne an ·r of 
1 h · d · onoruous pai 

~-ot es he wore, his foreign grey cap an. in~ b beneath his 
igh, light tan, square-toed shoes showmg rom ·d h ' ·acter-

fl . Th se outwat c ar . owing blue silk o-own were blunt. e . honest 
1st · b ' · • f tl e mner man, ' ics expressed the sterling qualities O 1 . The dealers 
str · h f · 1 d obstinate. ' n a1g t- orward, sincere, pract1ca an the mark. 

l ted and respected him because he made t\eml toek d him about 
. A few days after we arrived in Changte u as e 

his two boys. How old were they? 
"One eight-one nine " replied Chang. 
"W ' h P" hat are you going to do about sc 00 • h l" 
"Oh . . y SC 00 
" , I have all fixed. They go misswnar rench · and Italian 

What mission school?" I knew that F . h ·n-
Ca th }" · . . 1 t every town in t e 1 

. 0 1c missions were located in a mos f . h c tholic 
ter10 b 1 d ·gns o e1t er a r, ut 1ad not yet discovere any si 
or Prot t . h 

" es ant in C angtefu. d two li out-
Canadian Methodist. They have big compoun 
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side city. Very nice place. Have chapel, school, many forei~n 
brick hou ses, large garden, tennis courts. Every day my wife 
take two boys school-every Sunday morning she take Sunday 
school." 

"Why, Chang, I never knew you were a Christian. Do you 
believe in our foreign God?" 

"Oh, no!" 
"Does your wife?" 
"Oh, no!" 

"Then why does she take the boys to Sunday school?" d 
"Must be so. My wife she not take my two boys Sun ay 

school, they not teach my boys speak English. Like me, I go 
Methodist Uni versity, Peking, learn speak, then I make more 
money. Same my two boys learn English, make more moneY 
when they grow up." . ,, 

"D'd h · 1ty? 1 you go to church and Sunday school at t e univers 
"Oh, yes, must go. I not pretend believe, then they not alloW 

me study learn speak Engli sh." 
"Did any of your friends believe in our foreign God?" 
"Oh, no! They all pretend. Must do so. Few men I kno~ 

when finish school have join missionary, but I think they pre 
tend, too. That way can make good living." d 

A.fter we had spend two weeks straightening things out a~. 
gettmg acquainted with the local market, Bart and HarrY 
came down. Since I had seen him last Bart had picked uphll 
short legged, white haired long faced mix. ed breed bitch W ffo 
h d . ' ' tll a mne pups two days after she arrived. When all of the s 
were pre sent the tiny compound looked as crowded and busy is 
an old home week reunion. 
. Bart gave me one of the pups, a brownish male, who gred 
mto a shaggy, short faced , snubby nosed dog with the legs ll~ 
speed f · l o~~ 0• a Jae'- rabbit. I named him Mutt. Although the co 
bor r~sed ~im and patiently taught him many tricks, he d~
v~ ope a violent dislik e for all Chinese with the exception of t .e 
vigorous numb 1. h . . d f b1S f er one coo 1e. It must ave ongmate ro11l . 
sens;do smell. When a Chinese knocked at the gate his bii! 
wou go up and he would sniff around growling; should ' 
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foreigner be outside he would tear about the yar d wag ging his 
tail and barking with joy. I think he liked the coolie for his 
child-like, simple minded hones ty and kindness. . 

The Div ision was separ ated into :five terr itories, Ch angt efu m 
the center, and north, east, sout h , and west. Chang tefu was the 
la~gest, the city itself ha ving a populati on ru?ning be~ween 
thl.l'ty-five and forty thousand. But, except for size and slightly 
different degrees of dilapidati on and pover ty, th e headqu ar ter 
towns Were more or less alike. Chang and I spent October and 
a good part of Novemb er travelling by car t and pon y around 
the territories getting the lay of the land. . 

Th d . 1 ·ao-ed from sixty to e 1stance between mar cet towns aver o . 
eighty li, a day's journey by cart. Usua lly everythm~ was 
packed and the mules hitched up by sunrise, and fiftee n mmut es 
~ater We were on our way across country. In the early fall morn 
mgs the thin air was nipp y and exhilarating. 

Back from the windino- road only a few hundred feet apart, 
spotting the level fields like warts, we drove by co~pact group~ 
of huts of earth and straw standing on small clearm gs of ~ar 
ground surrounded by a few na ked tree s. Bent -?ver ancients 
~ottered about carrying their stools, making for the ir warn~sp: 
in the sun. Toothless old women, dressed in coarse blue en 
coats and trousers hea vily padded with cott on, squatt~d over 
blackened pots and kettles vigoro usly scrubbin g them "'."1t l~n.g 
straw brushes. Middle-ag~d mothers and daught ers wit tk_eir 
sewi . 1 'd of the huts, see mg ng sat on the ground agamst t 1e si es dd d 
a pi · h B b' · red pa e coats . ace m t e sun near the old men . a ies m . 'd f 
W1th I' I · 1 f wobbled ms1 e o itt e red caps tilted over their e t ears d 
box.es, beating their tin :fists in the air, or c~·awled_ aroun on 
hands and knees in the Irr. Small boys and girls'. w1th the seats 
of their trousers opened to the cold air and carr ymg s1:1al~ bam
boo baskets, followed their elders across the fields, p1ckmg u~ 
stray p ' f · fuel Here a farmer . ieces o dry straw or stic ks-wmte r · · h 
split open furrows with a one handed crud e woode n plow wh1c 
a;11other skinny m ll d 't h a rope; in anothe r field five or 
six. an pu e wi b d busy 

I lllen and women were scattering seed. Ever y O ! wash d 
P antin h . . f h Id wmter a ea · g t e spring grain or preparing or t e co 



' i 

178 CHI NA HAND 

Each littl e clus ter of mud hut s in it s cle aring hou sed a fa mily, 
perh aps a mule or don key and-again perhaps-a pig or · ~ow 

and a few chickens. In one family mi ght be ten, t welve, ord~::~ 
fifteen mouth s to feed from what was left , after the Ian f 
had taken his share for ren t and the gove rnment its portion for 

f h cres o a taxes, o t e nouri shment extracted from one or t wo a . 
1·£ 1 d . d ·1 . . d . l h d nd pr ecious, ne css, rame out soi IDJCCte w it 1 uman un g a d 
polluted water, laborious ly mea sured and ladeled out by ~da~ · 

0 h 1 · 1· stn mg n t e road we p assed m:rny othe r ear y n sers : coo 1es d 
l 1 . 1 oul ers, a ong at a smooth even p ace wi th their pole s over t 1eir s 1 

h . h ' . I . h h ad left; a urrymg to t e mornmg mar <.et m t e to wn we "d 
venerable old merchant wea rin g lar ge bone spectacles ast~Id e_,a 
d f · 1 er s onkey ur ged again st its will to a trot by the pokes o its r l~ 

. k 1· . b 1 . whee strc ; a coo re with a stra p over hi s shoulders, a ancmg a ·de 
barrow loaded with a woma n and t wo small children on one 51 

and household goods on the other; ha wke rs carryin g lar ge ca~th~ 
. d . wit iron teapots swathed in cotton padded cloth; pe estnans d" 
h · b I · · · 11 sol ier t e1r e ongmgs m bundl es on their backs ; occas10na Y a . 

perch ed on a high wooden saddle, with hi s knees squeezed .1hn 
. h , . 1 d d wit agam st t e pony s Withers; now and then a cart oa e d 

bags of grain or piled hi gh with strings of brass cash, slowly a~ 
painfully negotiatin g the deep, hardened rut s-and ever~one 1d 
good humor and friendly. But , in spite of th eir hard ships 1t f 
poverty, how could they have been otherwi se under th e spe 0d 
the brilliant, clear sky and the bracin g air of early fall? Ahn. 
d"d · . JS 1 not even the lowest cool ie h ave a feeling of well-bemg ID d 

. f h an Wrnter suit of clothes ( even thou gh the only one) res 
clean from the cowhide box where it h ad lain all summer? 

Every hundred yards or so we never failed to m eet with an 
old man-sometimes a boy, or a girl or woman-with a bamboo 
basket and broom gathering up the priceless droppin gs of man 
and ~east-a profession in China as old and import ant as te 
Cyprian . Those engaged in such work labored from daylig ~ 
to dark, winter and summer, carefully combing clean every inC 
of the road k · · I · h-

' eepmg 1t spotless. A standard joke along the 11g 
way was to ask a "H · b · · · hao JJ'/J h sweeper, ow 1s us1ness (11iaz-11iaz ao) :>" A · vs 

· ccompanied by a broad grin, the answer was alwa ; 

G h . . f man and beast at erzng priceless droppings 0 

I 

I 
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the same· " d · · goo , not too good ( hao, pu ta hao)." This question 
and the answ 1 I · . ' er were a regu ar part of the merchant c ass eti-
quette m opening a conver satio n. 

Dealing in fe til. 1 · I b · . . r 1zer was a so earned on as a wholesa e us.mess, 
'Yhile riding leisurely along and enjoying the scent of the fresh 

fai~ and earth, the stirring of a slight breeze would bring the 
amtest s · · f · . · uspic10n o a d1sturb mg odor. Not a sign of where it 

came from B t 1 . d ut · u we cnew at once what we were m for, an ° 
came handkerchiefs to be held ov er nostrils for the next fifteen 
ortwentym· t ·1 d 
d .. d inu es-unt1 we were well past a huge compoun 

iv1 ed by lo d 11 . . . . g w mu wa s mto five or six lots, each containtn 
tons upon ton s f d d h . . rr'be .1 ° gra e uman dung drymg m the sun, l · 

VI est, most putr"d I · d th-1 , repu s1ve an nauseating smell on ear 
an unheeded w · f . ill d arnmg rom the poisons that destroyed year 
an year out millions of human beings. 

XIX 
WINTER OF 1913 AND EARLY PART OF 1914 

winter comes- the indignant Messrs. Meuck en and Nathan- a 
travelling girl tells her story- a chat with bandits- another note 

on missionaries-sle eping next to smallpox 

THANKSGIVING CAME AND 

f:ssed: Bart, H ar ry c. and I spent Christm as in Chentow mak-
g ?1ild whoopee and returned. In the meantime I had at last 

received h f I h I'd 
b t e safe; it arrived several weeks be ore t 1e o 1 ays, 

Ut the eh· . 1 . b h ii mese station agent had left 1t ymg Y t e ra way 
track b d h had f ecause, he apologized, it was too heavy to move an e 

orgotten to inform me. 
~ow the cold had set in. The third year of drou ght and 

ruined h · h 
1 . crops was ending and far mers were gat ermg toget er 
ootin ·11 ' d joinel VI .ages, increasing in number as those they preye upon 

Pres· their ranks. Several kid nappings were reported. At 
fi 1~ent Yuan Shih K'ai's summer home, a large walled estate 
a v~ li south of the city ten thousand soldiers were quarte red, 
w~ any one found abroad after dark was arrested. Every Chinese 
th O ~ntered the city was searched. An ex-coolie gangster under 
the title of Pai Langtz e (White Wolf) was said to head several 

ousand f 11 . h h h t ' de o owers who were sweeping t roug t e coun rJ 
stroy· d h" na ing everything in their way. Chinese mothers use 1s 
llle to s In th care n aughty children. 

e latter part of Decemb er I wrote home: 

: I 
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It is an ugly day here today . It snows, blows an1 t~en 
in disgust rains- so you can im agine how J;lr:asrmt rt zs
th r:re, th e wind has blown th e door op~n again . Y r:~ I ;;;; 
to loolt forward to summ er. Th e wmfe rs arr: ve 1y 
but not too bad- not mu ch rain and not so much snowh 
only big win ds-b ut the su11nncrs are ex tr em ely hot . Nori 
China has the most well defin ed seasons in the world, ~ott 
kn ow. And in July you s J1end uiost of your t inie J1antm g. 

D . h d d f Engl ish urmg the se m onth s I m ust ha ve r ead un re s o . r 
d . h 11 ·nteno 6 novels. Sta cks of them ha d accumul ate d 111 t e sm a 1 d 

. . h I 1 d rea messes, an d on t rips I left behmd batc h es of t ose 1a b ks 
and pic ked up new one s at every mess . These were the ~~te 
th at George Moore in hi s Conf essions of a Young Man ~ 1 "e 
about wi th such cynic al h umo r. I was stru ck w ith the /J

1
, 

numb er bear in g the wo rd blood as a part of th e titl e : Bloo f 
' ' C ss o th e D oor, T he Bloody K ey, Signe d wi th Blood , T he :0 f a 

Blood. Then one day I r an across on e w it h a co ver illu st rat IOJ1 ° ,
0 d . . d I age l nppm g agg er and th e one word bl azo ned acr oss t 1e p, . le 

d d -1 t o t ' re : BLOO D. I was th rill ed. Th e au th or who create t 1a l d 
I d 'd d · he 1a ec1 e wit h enthu siasm, wa s a pure , un tai nt ed geni us ; 

5
• 

d d . 1 · . 1 d 11. ter111 re uc e tit mg to 1ts simpl est m ost elem en ta an t e ing r 
' . inte . Bartl ett and I were togethe r a grea t deal d uri n g this -w fro !l1 

On accou nt of the cold , he used Ch ang tefu as h eadquarters . er 
which to t rave l. I dou bt if I could h ave stood an y ot her foreig~l d 
around_ for any len gt h of time . In fac t , I am sur e of it . Bart rfie 
fa llen m to the sam e silent sta te of rumin at ion th at I h ad, f ·t . ·11 0 1 sti ness and space h ad eat en into me un t il I felt a p art . g 
Asid e from my passive reading of En glish stor ies, I was order:i

1
t 

book s on Chinese from Shangha i and delv ing int o t h eir thoU1:' " 
and · wn11lo customs, and every even in g spending an h ou r in fo! 
sentences af ter my Chinese teac her. I h ad a deep respect J 
these good-nat ur ed hard- wo rk in g, p atient sou ls amon g -whot11 
dwel t. ff 

11: the cold winter ni ght s, ho wever, aft er we had kno cked O t 
readm g be£ · · ]3a!' 

. ' ore going to bed we h ad man y lively di scusswns . "e 
sub scrib ed to th e Smart Set , edited by H. L. Mencl \_en an d Geoto 
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Jean N a than. We d issected Menck en's editori als, and laughed 
over the wording of his furious ly bitter att acks on what he 
called, "the America n boob of the h interl and" . Then we turned 
to. Nat_han's write -ups on the stage and roared at the voluble 
ani_~omy with which he tore into Amer ican acting and play 
Wnt 1n I' · G g, 1st111g un pronounc eab le names of heavy, unknown 

er1ma n plays and actors as shining examples of perfection . We 
cou d fi b n_ot gure out wh y the t wo should act so sore and upset 
; ~ut life at ho m e. D id th ey have dyspepsia ? Or indigesti on? 

r Were they jus t being hum orous for each other's benefit? \\'.le 
W~i~ n ever able to decide whether th ey were ju st two old soaks 
Wit a grudge against the worl d in general or two very young 
meh~ :"?o had not yet outgr own a youthful ten dency toward 
ex ib1t1oni sm. 

* * * * * 

b W ithout these books and mao-azines the wint er would have 
~n I 0 

b a most unbearably lon o-. O n trips, the roads were almost 
are f o b l O carts and coolies. Th e bleak huts of the farmer s, fr amed 

I.Y1 eafless trees swayin o- and o-roan in o- in the wind , looked less 
I <.e shel . . o o . o d d 

0 . ters for the hvm g than like desolate moun ds of the ea · 
ccas1on II 1 · I · h ·1 
d a Y we saw children or o d women m t 1eir eav1 y 

pa ded I h · h cl b c ot es wa lkm o- throu o-h the fields or on t e roa , ent 
over pee . o o . d ring at the ground in search of str ay st icks of woo or 
overloohd · d f f 1 

0 '- piec es of straw that mi o-ht be use or ue · 
n b' o h b I a itter cold afternoon I saw at a distance a bonfire on t e 

an <. of a f · · d b A h ' d d I rozen n ver T wo Chm ese squatte y . t ir stoo 
c ose, ar . d d -.-.. ms outstretch ed stark ualwd! I trotte over an 
""atched T I ' · d h · h ' lf 
0 : 1e na k ed Chinese slowly p1vote , eatmg 1mse 
arn all sides. Soon th e other two arose, deftl y looped a rope 

0Und h . b . h' h ice to Is ody beneath h is armpits, haste ned 1m across t e 
Unt' l h :Where they h ad opened a hole and lowered him down 

1 lS h cl h h' . d 
F ea Was barely showino- above t e s mmg e ge. 

or sev I o d h . and h. era m in utes h e hung there, th en muttere somet mg 
lJnd is ~:" 0 cro nies pu lled him out. In each hand he held a fish. 
seve e~ is skinny arms pressed t ightly against his body were 
Werra ot her fish . A nd bet ween h is two t aut, straigh tened legs 

e several m or e ! 

........___ 
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Chang remarked casually that fish made straight for an air 
hole and clustered around any heated object and, consequently, 
fishing this way in winter was much better than summer fishing . 

The inns were almost deserted. On an all day journey through 
a whipping flurry of snow blown against us by a blinding wind, 
I had walked most of th e time to keep warm, pacing severa l li 
ahead of the carts. Ju st befo re dark the win d died down to a sti ll 
cold, and the sun came out as I stumb led into an inn keeper's 
room at the side of the entrance gate . Built into the wall was a 
small mud stove with th e remains of a few dirt and coal-dust 
b~lls giving a faint glow . I pulled off my gloves and stood rub
bing my hands over the stove. But no war mth came. I yelled 
for the inn keeper. No answer. I stepped over to a side door 
and thre w it open. 

In a t~y room, almost hidd en in the dim light of a smoky 
peanut 011 candle, the inn keeper lay huddled on the k'ang under 
a stack of ragged old blankets. The atmosphere, heavy with the 
odor of stale breath, almost knocked me over. Like all Chinese 
during the winter, the inn keeper kept his bedroom as air-tight 
a.s he could make it, from the first cold snap of fall until the 
lice woke up in the spring. One reason why, in spite of living 
so close to nature, millions of Chinese suffer and die from tu
berculosis. 

Th~ old man threw off his blankets and sat up stretching and 
ya:wning, fully dressed in his long sheepskin lined gown and 
th ick camel's felt shoes. He was sorry about the fire but so 
few I II ' peop e trave ed at that time of the year and fires were dear. 
However, he added a few coal-dust eggs to the top of the stove, 
pbul t a wheezy little bellows to work, and I soon had a cup of vile 

ack tea wh' h I bi 
h d ic was una e to stomach, but used to warm 

my an s. 
I stood by th 1· 1 d . . e itt e mu stove until the carts arrived sorne 

twenty minute 1 1 i1 
h s ater, w 1en I made the boy bring in my o 

eater. He als · d 1 h h 
k d O carne a ong is basket, and I read while e 

coo e my meal d' 1 . 
th 1 , a isma omon soup and two skinny quail, over 

e coa egg fire. 
Not until an h 1 ·d.d our ater 1 I venture to take a look at mY 
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sleeping qu arters in the shang f ang at th e back of the small 
courty ard . The door was gone and the windows without paper; 
the tempera ture outside and inside was the same. It was only 
around eight o'clock (I am not really sure; I had packed away 
my watch man y months before , and figured time in the Chinese 
manner, by the sun an d the way I felt), but th ere was nothing 
to do but to go to bed. . 

Luckily, as I was peeling off my overcoat, Chang walked m 
and said, "Travelling gir l and small broth.er and mama have 
room on one side. Room very warm. I think maybe can pay 
visit." 

We paid visit. 
The tr avelling girl and family had set up housekeeping. A 

large iron pot of charco al stood in the center of the fl.oor and 
the k'ang had been turned into a bower. A dingy white sheet 
Was spread over the top with pillows scattered about; three other 
sheets supported by a frame of bamboo sticks made a canopy. 
Chang and I received a cordial welcome and settled ourselves on 
the k'ang. 

~he girl was still young. She and the wrinkled old mama were 
sewing, and the small brother of ten or thereabouts was mon-
keying with a two string fiddle. · 

Our first question was about the state of business .. Thmgs 
Were bad. No one had any money this winter and the mn was 
too much out of the way. Two months they had been there a?d 
only two or three guests a week had called. No one could live 
long on business like that. But 111,ei yu, fat ze-th ere was.no way 
out-a bad w· f b dy and no use to complain. Per-l inter or every o h 
lap~ the spring would bring a change. Anyway, t ey ':ere 
leaving in a few days; luck might be better at ~he n~x~ mn. 
: es, they travelled all the year-through the province, hvm~ at 
1~ns. Not so much competition now; most of the travellmg 
girls went south of the river during the winter; but one .could 
n~ver tell when bandits might come along. At the last mn
az Ya! They were "tu .rtle eggs," rough, and never gave mon.ey, 
~nly laughed. They took everything she had. But :he mn 

eeper lost everything, too, and let her go without paymg. 
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Her father had been a mender of tools in a small m arket town. 
He had died when she was fift een an d ever since she and her 
mother and small brothe r had been mo v ing fr om inn to inn. 
Some day when her broth er was old er m ay be he could learn a 
trade, then th ey could set tle down and have a home. 

The little brother played hi s fid dle; the t rave llin g girl sang; 
and lao ma sewed away. After two hour s' listlessly loun ging 
around, we put some sm all silver on the t able an d left . As I 
~ulled ~n my m an go! felt boots and slipp ed betwee n the sheet s 
lmed with wo lf sk in, I looke d throu gh t he doorway at our bulk y 
carts standin g in the mo onli t yard, an d listened t o the mul es rest
lessly stampin g their feet. Wh at difference was t her e between 
the life and m anne r of livi ng of the Chine se now and th ose in 
the years of B.c.? Or of the Chine se no w an d the peop le of 
~azaret~ when Chri st was born? W::is I not seeing , and liv ing 
11: the :111d~t of, a civilization that was univers al, only at differen t 
times m different places? 

* * * * * 
Only once did I meet up with ba ndit s. I saw them well ahead, 

some twenty-five or thirty, sto ppe d the pon y an d waited for 
my carts. When the bandits came abre ast th ey h alte d and looked 
me 0 :er . I spoke to the leader . He smiled and returned a polit e 
gree~mg . We passed on . Th ey we re all ruin ed far mers, with no 
hostile feeling towards any one , on ly det ermined to live. Al
~ho~{h I often h eard children call out, "Y ang kueitze" ( forei gn 

hevi ) , when I passed, no more feeling was attached to th e term 
t an to the wo d "f · " b A · A . . r , rogg1es, y mencan dou ghboys in France. 

t n~ time did I run into any show of feelin g agains t forei gners; 
nor .0 I believe that any forei gne r did-e xcept upon th e r are 
occasions when he overstepped the limits of Chin ese etiquett e, or 
waAs bcaught in a mob when it r an amuck. 

out th· · is time I wrote a letter home: 

P · p.l · ahnd don't believe all you. read about China for th e 
·tea e w O really know very muc h about her do n~t writ e, 
i seems. 

When I spoke of t bl I d·d rou e, z not mean any dange r l o 
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foreign ers- for there is absolutely none . Th e only foreigners 
kill ed in last year's trouble were a few adventurer s and 
some pig -headed missionari es who would not ·,nove from 
th e int erior when ordered to do so by their consulate or 
legation . 

Spealu.ng of missionari es, there are a few w ho are really 
good ones, and who arc doing some good wo rk . T l:ns applies 
1nostly to the medical side. But as for those w ho are simply 
tr ying to convert the Chinese to Christian religion, their 
work is entirely in vai1l, J think , and 1nost of th~ Chinese 
1!1ho Profess Chr istian religion do so because the re ts a graft 
~n it . And some of t he m issionaries too live a rather graft 
ing life ; and some are missionaries brcause they are lazy . 
With some sect s, 1uhen a new missio11ary comes out he or 
she does noth ing for thr ee years but study Chinese. 

My interpreter told ·me that the re had been _a lot ~f talk 
am ong the Chi nese about the way proselytin g 1s carried on, 
and th ey thi nk it fun ny that th e Catholics and Protestants 
should try to con vert th em when th ey can't agree am.01:-~ 

th euiselv es as to which is th e proper for eign god, "Shang Ti 
(Abov e Earth), or "T'ien Chu " (H eaven R uler) · 

* 
:!-

Du rin g the whole winter the only dan ger I ran into was 
smallp ox. Ne ws tra velled slowly back in th e int erior, a~d I was 
on a tr ip towa rds the nor thwest not far from the Shansi border 
before J d " . h 'd t of a pla oue. On an iscov ered th at I was m t e mi s b 

evening when we dro ve into a miserable little ~nn, we found 
1:11~le drivers hi tchin g up th eir carts and _pulling o~t; loca~ 
residents we1·e 1 . ·cl tl1eir beddmbo on their backs, eavmg town wi 1 d 
and vehicles of every kind were at a premium . I~ t~e town an 
surrounding vi llages people were dying like flies m the fall. 
Chang Was all for startin o back at once, but since the mules 
tad bee? goin g stea dily all day , I decided t~1at we could_ mak~ 

l.etter time gett ing out of the circle by staymg over unti l day 
ight. 

Chang d . .d 1 m slept on the an the coolies afra i to t a 1:.e a roo , 
' 
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cart s out in the yard. But as usual I took the shang f nng at the 
back . By its side, separated by a thin woo den wa ll, was another 
sma ll room which a Chine se traveller h ad taken. For the first 
part of the night I was kept awake by the sounds of groa ns and 
an occasional hacking cough comin g throu gh the partition; once 
I got up to examine the wall but could find no cracks, and look
ing out side saw the man's door and window were also practically 
air-tight. 

Early in the morning befo re sunup Chang rushed into my 
room; his face drawn and pale. 

"Must go quick." He spoke in a tense voice. "Chinese m an 
next door you die last night smallpox!" 

Before we were out of town news came that cholera and 
dysentery were also spreadi ng through the district. I had a 
sudden fit of anger. "What the hell do those old soaks in Shang
hai, resting their bellies against a club bar and rambling along 
in a superior way on the subject of "griffins" ( tenderfeet )
what the hell do th ey know about China! Let 'em try the in
terior once and see what it's like. Keeping men shut off in these 
rotten holes full of diseases, doing all the dirty work and living 
like a waunk. When I get out of here they'll never get me back," 

XX 
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I d h )1 a bag of silver
tahe a holiday in Hankow an t row awa d f. S th-

the story of the Gr eat \Var betw een th e North an t:Je ?z1l 
I k f · · fiuence on retat mer-

ma e over an old templ e- oreign m . C ld 
h d .. 1. t life aft er the Big o c an . tse-f armers and tee com e o 

I N 1914 CHINESE NEW YEAR 

d a half now Bart started on January 26. For almost a year an . . d' O' 
and I had been knocking around back in the mtenor, spen ~n~ 

. I . s of mule carts, eatmo 
most of our time on ponies wit 1 tram I · · 
c~nned foods, drinking boiled or b~ttled f ~lt;~;t s a: r::e~~ 
dirty, decrepit inns belonging to the time O h1 ' 
other foreigners only a few days out of a mont . ff l'f I had 

E f uch a cut-o 1 e. 
. Ven a year was much too long or s . · O'rown Even 

tight d . bl b e taciturn, m-o · 
B ene up considera Y,. ecom uick to lose my temper 

~rt got on my nerves at times, I was q . t'ne irritated me. 
With the servants, and the slightest break ID rou i 
I liked to b 1 d 

A e a one. . . hich I was heading, an 
t bottom I realized the direct10n ID w . l 1f Since 

~here I would eventually land if I did ~ot Je~ t m;se s/:~pound 
t 1e evenings back in Peking when I hstene to kro f too 
h · h · h d and nown o , 

is t eones on the bewaunlud, I a ~ee~, d landed on the 
many foreigners who had "gone native a~ h d b en stuck 
rocks. There was, for instance, the Swede w O a e 

189 
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out in Sianfu , ten da ys car t tr ip w est from the end of the rail
way line at Hon anfu. 

He was ~hosen for thi s d ist ant out- of - the -wa y point on ac
count of his sturdy build and ph legm atic t emp eram ent. For 
more than a year he had lived th ere alon e without seeing a 
f . oreigner. The firs t thr ee m onth s he cor respo nd ed regul arly ; 
for another t wo he an swered hi s m ail at spasm odic interval s of 
te~ days or t wo we eks ; aft er th at, for six m onth s Shanghai re
~e1ved only monthly sales and st ock report s written by his 
mterpreter and bearin g his initial s. 

The machinery of the comp any slowly went into action. 
Sh~nghai sent special delivery lett ers and tel egrams which re
mained unan swered. Fin ally , after much consideration, a man 
was sent out to check up. T wo month s lat er he re turned with 
his report. 

When the inve sti gator arri ved in Sianfu at noontime and 
ent~red the mess, the big Swede was seated at tiffi.n, dressed in 
Chm~se clothes and eatin g Chine se food with chopsticks. By 
the side of his plate lay an open book on the Chinese language 
and a stack of card s, each Iabel ed with a Chinese character; 
hu~dreds of similar cards were tac ked on the wall. 

When I entered the dinin g room," the inspector said, "he 
looked up, nodded, waved his h and to wa rds a chair and went 
on reading. When we went into the livin g room after chow, 
I was :"eady for anything and not in the least surprised to see 
eve:y mch of wall space filled with these character cards and 
Chmese books piled on the table and chairs and scattered all 
over the floor. 

"Th 'N e Swede swept the books off two of the chairs and said, 
~w we can talk. What is it you want?' 

1,· Ater I had fully explained the purpose of my visit and told 
,1

1~ t .de. way Shanghai felt, he shrugged his shoulders and said, 
t s n 1culous · th , b · h h 

b h b , e company s usmess ere is not enoug to 
ot er a out· I d , h h 
k h ' on t see w y S anghai should expect me to 

ta e t e trouble t · b h "Th h . o write a out sue a small matter.' 
t lk en e picked up one of his Chinese books and refused to 
a any more." 
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The inspect or got hold of the interpreter, a mild worried little 
man, who told him th at the Swede had not made a trip for 
months and seldom left the compound. The interpreter made 
up reports each month but the Swede had stopped mailing them. 
Most of the day and late into the night the Swede studied and 
read Chine se. 

Upon the insp ector's return to Shanghai, the Swede was fired 
and the depot closed. Among the Chinese he had achieved the 
reput ation of being a brilliant sinalogue, but no foreign firm 
would ha ve him, and he disappe ared. . . 

Man y forei gners became bewaun!u d in a different way. Living 
alone, with interpreters to do the work, with unaccusto1:1ed ser~
ants to look after th em, even to putting on and laci.ng th:ir 
shoes, and with girls at the beck of a fin oer to meet their special 
needs, they degenerated into confirmed loafers, satisfied to drift 
along as they were. 

I decided that it was hion time to get out for a while and 
loosen up among my owno kind. Having received permission 
from the Old Man in Shanghai , I relayed the good news to Bart, 
who had temporary headquarters in an old market town a _day 
and a half's pony ride away and at one o'clock on the mght 
of January 24th, after two' h'ours of stamping up and down 
~mong ~he Chinese wrapped in their cotton padded coats, cr~~ich~? against their rolled-up bedding, we swung onto the Pel,.mg-

ankow express 
Since · . I · locally-the North d paper currency was not circu atmg 

a~ South were still at odds and the exch ange was knocked to 
P1eces-e h f b g weiohted down · h . ac o us carried a large canvas a o 
Wit silver dollars. . 

f The next evening around six o'clock, within twenty minutes 
a te h ' · · the 
b r t e train had · d · Hank.ow we were s1ttmg on ar f " , arrive 1n , , .d 
di ? Husky" Sam's cafe with our money bags at our s1 es, 
th:trib~ting free drinks to the oil and tobacco slaves and 
d "f mixed nationality importers and exporters who gradually 

ri ted in. 
''Husky" Sam (1 · · husky whisper that sounded 

confi.d . 11s voice was a l 
ent1al, but could be heard a block away, and had been cu -
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~i:ated by years of close con ta ct w it h J apanes e scotch) ran a 
JOrn t of a typ e found in ever y tr eat y port in Chin a : a square 
room with tur key r ed han gin gs and r ed plush sofa and chairs , 
topped off by a p ott ed p alm an d t all shi ni ng brass cu spidors, and 
the bar, rul ed over by Sam and his alarmin g whisper that was 
famou s throu gh out th e Y an gtz e v alley. 

. Gracing th ese garish sur ro un din gs we re t hree or fou r Ru ssian 
girls. They were a p art of th e shipments impor ted from O dessa 
and by the tim e th ey re ach ed a river port were a bit passe but 
h_elped along bu siness as d anc e partners and , whe n th e t ime was 
n.pe, boosted the sale of ch amp agne. On Saturd ay and hol iday 
nights such pl aces wer e jamm ed. All n ati onalit ies, w ith the ex
cep_tion of th e Chinese and J ap anese, met on a free and equal 
basis. Many an old timer toda y still bears th e battle-sc ars of th e 
free-for-all s that were a regul ar part of the evenin g's enter 
tainment. 

~art and I spent the better part of the n ight taking in th ese 
cafes, but were up early the next morning inhal in g fre sh air on 
the bund. As in all the forei gn ports alon g the Y angtz e, t he 
b~nd. was a wide, imposing boulev ard lined with the ban ks and 
s~ipprn? .houses, great old mid-Victorian buildin gs of r ed brick, 
high-ce1lm ged and spacious. In honor of the holid ay the Ger
man tro?ps were out in dress p arade. It w as h ighly symbolic al: 
th~ soldiers wearing heavy steel helmets w ith str aps und er th e 
c~ms, arms and legs as stiff as ramrods, goose-stepping double
tune over the rough cobblestones behind a fife and drum corp 
!ed by a tiny rooster of a sergeant manipul ating a shinin g bato~ 
arger than himself and whose kn ee, at every step, touch ed his 

goatee as he doubled up. They would not have been so amusin g 
had they not been so deadly in earnest. 

Shortly before noon we strolled over to the Race Club for 
P:~h and eggnog. All of Hankow's leisur e w as bound up il 
t e. ace Club. Twice a year, fall and spring the two big annua 
facmg ev~nts of the year were held and e~ery one, fro m the 
t~west hChmese coolie to the h ighest foreign tai-pan, put up all 

e cas he could scrape together. 
At the entrance to the grounds, on the side away from the 
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race cour se a gully descended sharpl y some twe lve feet deep. 
H alf way to the club house one of my companio ns stopped us 
and poin ted down the ban k. 
. " We used to have great sport creeping down the re and watch 
in~, the North and Sou th fight ." 

\V-here were they fightina?" 
"Tl b 1ey were fir in g at each other across the r ace cours e. The 

South ern ers stood ri ght in front of us." 
"P r ett y dangero us wasn't it? " 

S "No , it was a jol:e . Neithe r side knew how to shoot. The 
outh ern ers h ad out -d ated, rusty old rifles some Germans and 

Jap~ h ad palmed off on 'em and both held their gun s down at 
~heir sides when th ey fired '. The bullet s all wen t miles high 
1I1 the air. 

" It wa s fu nny to see this Sout hern crowd whe n they heard 
~ e bul~ets whiz zing over their heads. Th~y'd stand there st~r

g up m the sky with their mout hs open m amazement, saymg 
Und er t.heir breath , rai-ya- ai-ya!' Th ey thought it was some sort 
of magic. 

"T~m - was h ere at that tim e. He was so disgusted he got 
1: rm 1ssion from on e of the officers to run a mach ine g~n. But 

be~an mo wi n g , em down on the othe r side so fast the officer 
Went m to . . . 

" a pani c and m ade him quit. . 
h The opposing leader s ha d a definit e understandmg as to 
-: "" the fight should be carried on . The idea seemed to . be to do 
~nsJ enou gh killin g for fa ce, so they could call it a big bat tle, 

then for th . 1 d to sneak off somewh ere at 
nigh e oppo sin g ea ers Id b h · 
n t and hold a conf erenc e t o decide which shou e t e wm -

er. It w 11 d 11· ,, I as a a m atter of buying an se mg. 
So °iisuch m anner was the \Xlar wage d between the Nor ~h and 
br:It for supre m acy in the form ation . of the repu blic- by 
gl d{.ers at the hea d of starvin g farm ers and labor ers who were 
q:·1 to enli st for the security of two bowls of food a day and a 
th it to sleep un der at n ight n one of them trained, and most of 

ern. suffe f ' h "ldh d d b weak -lin rers rom m aln ut rition from c i 00 , um 
gs who r d . f h . lly dumb and h ive on the supp lies seized rom t eir equ a 

elpless brot h ers. 



194 CHINA HAND 

On my arrival back in Changtefu, Chang, his eyes shining with 
excitement, greeted me with the news that he had at last found 
just the place we wanted for new headquarters. 

"I think you like very much," he said. "Broker wait at mess 
show you. We go now." 

For several months I had been trying to find larger quarters. 
Back in the first part of October one of the directors from Shang
hai on an inspection trip, stopping over for the night, remarked 
that the compound we were in was too small. If for face-pidgin 
and no other reasen, we should have something more imposing, 
Immediately I had Chang get in touch with a house broker. 

In January I had written home about it: 

I have been trying to write you more regularly but we 
lose sight of time, in a way, in the interior, except by giving 
special attention to the end of the 11ionth. Time is probably 
worth less in China than any other jJlace in the world
to the Chinese, that is. Give a carpenter an order for a 
chair, make him promise to finish it in four days, and y01t 

can expect it in two weeks. I have been trying to rent a 
larger house here and the '' house broker' found one that 
was suitable, and promised to let me know the price in three 
days. A month later he came around and gave me the rrfirst 
Price," which is always several times more than they expect 
to get. I told him my offer, and he hibernated for another 
four weeks, then came around and told me he was sorry b1d 
the owner had decided not to rent at all. I have been going 
through something similar for several months. 

'!'he ~lace Chang had to show me was in the heart of the 
residential section, the roads lined with walls away from all 
traffic d · ' I h .an noise. We stopped before the gate of a wall set bac ( 
on a igh embankment. The broker led us inside. 
d At first I was disappointed. The woodwork had faI1en apart, 

oors ;ere ~one, the paint had worn away and the rooms were 
mere ust bms and refuges for spiders and rats. But pottering 
around among th · I d" d . -e rums 1scovere , In the middle court, rertl 
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nants of a once costly and beautiful temple. I was enthusiastic. 
"How in the world," I asked Chang, "does a temple happen 

to be hidden away in a place like this?" 
~hang gave a broad, pleased smile. . 

Before, very rich man live here. He have own private temple. 
Many rich Chinese man do so." 
I "All right," I said. "\V e'll have one, too. You get busy with 

t 1is broker and make hin1 give us a good price. And don't let him 
keep putting us off." 
. "I think can fix good price very quick. Our dealer is big_ man 
10 Changtefu. He m ake much money buy and sell gram. I 
speak him." 

The dealer brou<Yht his influence to bear, and three weeks 
later we h d . a a signed the lease. . 

After dozens of conferences with carpenters and painters 
over the cost of complete restoration and a bit of modernizing, 
;e arrived at the ridiculous estimate of Mex. $ZOO (G. $S_5). 
a he r_esults were beyond all my expectations-t~e. graceful Imes 
hd rich colors of the temple-the quiet tranquillity of the tree 

s aded courts. 
1· Outside the plastered brick walls, beneath the overhanging 
s~bs of the gigantic oak, hawkers set up their stands of sesamu~ 

ed balls and candied crab apples, passers-by stopped to res :cl ~hildren played their games and made mud pies-but fn~e :~h1~, the outside world was forgotten. I was in my own itt e 
p Incrpality· and . h b J, d pony and dog for company, and , wit my oo "s an 

O my staff of five Chinese to carry on, I reigned supflirem~. h 
n th fi . I · my o ce m t e e rst morning we moved m sat 111 

second court lool . f I . dow at the cobblestone yard, 
"Wat h' <.mg out o t 1e wm . Ch g 
"Was c mg the pigeons strut and preen. In his office opposite a; a 
V-iv·lroudly entertaining the visiting dealers. Suddl~°:ly I h_a h" 
the i awareness of my surroundings. Here was I_ ivmg wit {; 
r "Walls of an ancient town shut off almost entirely from \ e 
I e:~ of the world, in a nativ; compound with my own temp _e. 
ofli ought of my friends back home; most of them were now {:1 
Cot ces over one of the drug stores or banks-or learning 'Die 

ton mill business somewhere on the outskirts of town. e 
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country club had been built since I left - what h ad becom e of 
the old "play out" cro wd- some m arr ied , others still playing 
around. And here I sat alone . But, although not yet twenty
~our, I was practically my own boss and was living and working 
ill surroundin gs that would equal m any a millionaire's home in 
beauty-if not luxury. 

I walked outside and examined the old bronze knocker, felt 
~he surface of the massive, black lacquered gates, then swaggere d 
illto the first court and looked about with satisfaction at the 
Chine se guest rooms, the coolies' quarters with its own little 
yard, my pony's stable. I strolled around the screen through 
the opening into the second court-my office and Ch ang's. The 
dealer~ had departed and Ch ang stood on his porch, dr essed in 
fine silk clothes and looking serious and important. I called 
to him and we passed through another gate, peak roofed, and 
fa~ed the temple-a glowing mass of colors as soft as those of a 
Millg porcelain. 

The roof of the temple, glittering in the flecked sunlight, 
was green and gold glazed tile; the walls-broken into columns 
and trellis work and papered windows-were white m arble and 
r_ed lacque r-a brilliant red, but not raw. Inside, in the dimm ed 
lig~t, we could make out the intricate pattern in the black a~d 
white mosaic ~oor, faintly see the two rows of pillars, w~ite 
marble carved ill the form of entertwining dragons, supporting 
heavy wooden beams painted with legendary scenes in blue, 
green, red and gold. 
. From the temple we stepped down into my living quarters 
m the rear. I had sodded the ground between the brick pathd 
and pla~ted evergreens-the only growing things I could :6.n 
a; that tune of the year. Three bedrooms opened onto this court 
\ong one side, the kitchen, pantry and a fourth bedroom along 
t e other. In the back we faced my dining-living room opening 
ofn a hstone terrace. When the sun was warm I could have break-
ast ere. 

"VChanfig turned his hone~t face towards me and said solemnl}', 
ery ne." 

Coming from Chang that was whole-hearted enthusiasm, f rolll 
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that day on he wore only the most neatly ironed, spotless silk 
gow;s, and in the mornin gs, every half-hour or so he dropped his 
worl to stro ll abo ut the yards and stand before the temple. A few 
~ee '-~ after we moved in he bought a cross-bow and practised 
: ~ 0~ft small mud pellets at leaves-it helped express himself 
nN ed a need he felt to key himself to his surroundings. 

h d ow that spring had arrived Bart had taken up permanent 
: quart ers in the north ern section. I commenced to open the 

0h ce _at eight, an d in the morning or af ternoon covered the 
s oppin d " . I"!· g 1stnct each day . No matter what the weather was 
1 ~el shopkeepers and their assistants stood behind the counters 

Wit 1 the f · h I 
k tont s of the shops wide open. Ch angtefu wast e arge 

mar et a d d · · 11 d ·1 l . < n 1stnbuting cent er for the sma er towns an v1 -
ages With· 

P 1. 111 a radius of several hundred li, and the streets were 
ac -:ed fr d 1· 1· h . b h om ay 1ght to dark A metropo 1tan touc was given 
Y t e di I . . A sp ay of foreign goods, mostly French and Japanese. 

of ~umber of merchants specialized in gaudy French mirrors 
low un 10 1 Y shapes and with designs in brilliant reds, greens, yel-

s and blu · h d"d h · · b · With . es pamted on the edae, T ey 1 a t nvmg usmess 
p officials who purchased th: mirrors for their concubines. 

ancy F re l h d h dred nc 1 clocks also had a great sale. One shop a un-
s of w d d · ·· h and . 00 en clocks, most of them carve m Jig-saw s apes 

from~~~ s~~er-long pendulums swinging b:low. Th:y , hung 
I11ak· ceilmg and were always kept runnmg, the tick-tock 
be h1~g such a racket that an ordinary speaking voice could not 
to111 rd. But the shopkeeper was a shrewd salesman: cus
neve:rsbchose clocks by the way they ticked and struck the hour, 
kee . Y the way they kept time . No one wanted a clock to 

P time--th · b t O d shar . at was a matter of no importance-- u a boo , 
P ticker d d" "k ete -re 1 an a sonorous resoun mg stn er were caner 
a -the ' f · d · d take . Y me ant something-they made nen s sit up an 
notice A I h · h a cucl · c ock that clanged the quart er ours, or one wit 
<.oo, Was . I 

Born . a price ess possession. 
Other h rimmed spectacles were also purchased for a purpose 
· t an th h ~ fact, tha e one originally intended-for t e same reason, 
lll. A.- . t numbers of business and profession al men buy them 

~ .. erica· t d cl · d 
• 0 a d dignity and give a look of age an wis om, 
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Some had no glass, other s were fitte d wi th wind ow glass a°:d a 
few-for the aged- w ith m agni fy ing glass. A nyone who desired 
set up a stand and sold spect acles-ju st as anyone who could get 
hold of a pair of p inc ers and coll ect enough old teeth for a 
displ ay might put up a st and and m ake an hon est living as a 
dentist. 

The toil et good s shop s we re cr amm ed w ith J apanese product s, 
cut pric e imit ation s of Fre nch and Am eric an tooth pastes, rou ges, 
soaps, toilet w aters and perfum es. But th e bigges t J apanf5~ 
seller was a product that look ed and smelled like sen- sen , _cal _e 
Jin T an, which the advertising claim ed would give m en vit ality 

d . . · d posters an boy babies to women. Huge tm cut-out signs an . h 
advertisin g thi s marvelous fake showed the bu st of a m an wit 

h N a-Japanese features wearing a long turned up mou st ac e, a 
d en-poleon cocked h at and chevrons. Althou gh I ma e m any h 

quiri es, nev er did I received a satis fa ctory answer to, wh y t e 
Napoleon cocked hat? 

At four o'clock I closed office and with shotgun und er ~~ 
arm, took Mutt for long tramps outside the city to see if I cou 
run across any geese on their return trip from the South. d 

~11 around, the f~rms had come ~o life.. Men, women a_;{1e 
children were ploughmg fields and sowmg spnng crop s; where ·d 

. h . 1 d wi 1 wmter grain was planted, the brown eart was stipp e _ 
green, and bent-over figures were picking weeds. Passing by ba:"1 u 

boo gro ves at the edge of huts, I could he ar a crac kling, popp i~d 
sound, and actually see the new shoots jump in their r apid 

h . h f 1 d . bro a growt . The wrmkled faces of t e armers re axe into I 
grins and the small boys pushed each other and laughed as 
stuck up my thumb in approval. he 

Here and there we passed a group of coolies seated under. t e 
shade of a tree, their padded coats open for the first time s;ncd 
the cold weather had set in, and their hands soaked with b 00 

5 
from the awakened cooties they were executing with sharp poP 
between their long finger nails. d 

Less than a quarter of a mile below Changtefu w as a san 1Y• 
k d ft~ roe Y gully which many years before had been the be O • h 

Yellow River. A spring seldom passed, however, during whic 
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sh~ ~ailed to r ise and spread over the land, burying crops and 
shif tin g her course throu gh th e loosened soil, :finall y dying 
down and fo r m iles around leaving a residue of soft mud th at 
th e sun bake d an d cr acke d. She had changed her course so 
ofte n th at now she roll ed sluggishly th rough th e plains almos1 
a half day's journ ey by tr ain to th e South. Back in Shansi, passing 
mul ~ car ters said , t he ice was alr eady melting and she had start ed 
to rise; if she kep t on at th e rate she was going she would break 
her b_oundar ies again. . 

W ith th e comin g of th e few early spring rains a tmy str eam 
~id fou!1d it s way down th e gully, and Mutt and I follow ed 

s uncd we saw whit e specks wh ere a gap had form ed a water 
~1ole. From th en on I slowly cr awled on my stomach inch by 
111ch along th e edge of the steep bank unt il at a _distance of a 
hundr ed yards I stood up and as the geese rose, picked one out 
and fired. An hour or m~re of hard work, and if I were lucky 
I had o l ne s 1ot, at the most two. 

At eight in the evenin o-Hs ien Sheng, my teacher, bowed hin1-
;1f in and my Chinese lesson beo-an, lasting until nine. Hsien 
it eng took the book , picked out ~ sentence, an_d slowl! intoned 
n~ I . re~eated. O ver and over, again a~d a?am. H sien Sheng 

Ve1 raised or lowered his voice, sat staring mto space mon~to
~ou s!y droning , and I aft er him. His patienc e was app alling. 
ht tun es I deliberat ely fa iled to follow. He never moved, neve_r 

~ ange~ his expres sion, but kept repeating th e sen;~nce until 
a too~( it up again. At other tin1es I said, "Let's talk . And for 

While we con versed. But I had to make all the leads and the 
conversation soon I . l d The dull est t ask I have ever 
Underc I angms 1e . f G $ 5 00 to 
th a (en. However the company paid a bonus O • 

in ~se. who passed an ~xamination in the spoken langu age, _anj 
Wh pihte of the moments that I sat with clenched hands undec1de 

et er k . .A.. or not I should throttle him, I ·ept it up. 
St f ter the lesson was over for a while I walk ed out m~der the 
an~s breathing Hsien Sheng' out of my system, read until 10:30 

Went to bed 
For the fi . . . Ch' I h d a settled feel· rst time since I had been in ma a lllg. 
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MAY AND JUNE OF 1914 

the Y ellow River has chang ed its course again-no rain but crops 
are kept green by artificial hand irrigation- soldiers jJatrol against 
bandits and kidnappers-heads in cages- Changte fu has every
other-day holiday beheadings-Butch meets with a horrible 

death-another foreigner arriv es and is qu eerer still 

THE LA TE SPRING WAS NEA~ 

the end and the first hot weather arrived. Bart was transferre 
to Shantung province and Butch, the tall skinny beachcomb er 
who had been with me for a while at T aiyuanfu, came down to 
take his place. He was thinner, more yellow and unhealthy look
ing, than ever. I got rid of him at once by sending him to a 
t?wn a day and a half away to t ake charge of the eastern ter: 
ntory, then loaded up carts and set out on a trip throu gh th 
south and west. 

On the roads coolies and cart drivers h ad shed their winte~ 
clothes, and their dried out, work-worn bodies were strippe 
to the waist. In the brilliance of the sun the sprouting plants 
had turned the landscape into dancing tones of green against 
a background of vivid blue sky. 

But this wa.s the beginning of the fourth year after threl 
dry years of rumed crops; not a drop of rain had fallen for severa 
weeks. Farther south the Y ellow River had again this y_eat 
sprawled over her banks, sweeping away homes, and after h avillg 
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found another bed six li to the north, had covered the winter 
sowing with a slimy coating of mud. 

Where the land remained un touched by the floods the 
farrr.ers and thei r families, from the oldest to the youngest, 
were anxiou sly wa terin o- crops . Criss-cro ssing canals, about a 
foot wide and eight in~hes deep, divided the land into small 
pl?ts. Feeding these canals were wells and deep ditches, the latter 
still co t · · 1 f h 1 · o-• 11 aining remnan ts of sta e water rom t e ear Y sprmb 
rain s. Here an eighteen- year -old girl monotono usly turned the 
handle of a rough ly set up wind lass, emptying the bucket from 
a well into the mouth of a canal. Th ere a man rap idly tre ad the 
;reps of a woode n water wheel to which was at tached an end -
ess ~hain of cups pickin o- up water from the ditches and 

pourin g it out at the top. At another well an ox plodded slowly 
around and aro und turnino- a wheel that turned another, re-
voiv· ' b l d b ing cups in the same way as did the one wor <e Y man 
power. And in some of th e fields where the ditc hes had run dry 
and the wells were far rem oved, a man carri ed two buckets on 

ha rope acr oss h is should ers while his companion with a long 
andled w d I · h ·1 "W oo en ad le sprinkled 1t on t e soi · 

th . here the floods had swamped th eir lands and dest_r~yed 
.\l/~ homes , those who were left had turned beggars or Jomed 

It the gangs of looters bandits and kidnappers who were 
Wand · ' d Sh · 

1 enng over the provinces of Honan an ansi. . 
wh ?;he villages throu gh which we passed and at the towns. m 
ea ic. We stopped, detachments of mount ed soldiers carr ying 
A..;b1.nes Were quart ered in the shady courtyards of old temples. 
p times we met th em patrolli ng th e high ways. The y were a 

art of the ten th d y Shih K' ai always kept on hand 
at h' ousan uan . h h 
ll'l is ~ummer estate near Changtefu, Rumor had it t at t. e 
th:ster~ous Pai Langtze, White Wolf, was now somewhere m 
far ne1ghborhood adding the new isolated group s of star : ed 
th e~e~f and villagers to those he had brought together dunng 

a and winter. 
cart~~ the way back to Chang tefu I was riding ahead of l~h~ 
tow rou gh a grove of t rees near the entrance of a small wa d 

n, when I happened to glance up and see a large freshly ma e 

l 
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~age hanging from the limb of a tree at the side of the road. As I 
rew nearer I saw that the dark object inside was the head of a 

man. A white cloth bearing scribbled characters in black was 
tacked on the trunk below. 
f \'v'hen I turned in at the gate I saw suspended from the top 

0 the archway two more cages containing chopped off heads. t banner with writing similar to that on the cloth outside swung 
etween the two. \'ifhen the carts pulled up I asked Chang what 

the characters transl ated . 
. Chang replied, r'Beware! This is ·what happens to bandits and 

kidnappers." 
That was the beginning. 
On my return to Changtefu I discovered that a systematic , 

wholesale beheading campai gn had been started during my ab
sence. Three mornin os a week a squad of Yuan's soldiers rushed 
th . b • 

~ir catch of kidnappers and looters to the plaza behmd the 
railway station and sliced off their heads. 

The first morning I walked over to take a look. The beheading 
was a gala day affair. Dozens of outdoor restaurants had been 
se: up und er awnings and mat sheds. The air was full of the 
cries of peanut, melon seed, fruit and sweetmeat hawkers; some 
of the more patriotic were selling badges with pictures of the 
~ew president and vice-president under dr aped flags. At one 
:id~ a small rustic theatre had been erected. Farmers sat ~n 
heir haunch es playing checkers on dirty cloths. marke.d o~ m 

sq_uares; others squatted in circles silently smokmg their pipes; 
still others sat hunched over tables noisily consuming big bowls 
of spaghetti. Their wives stood apart fanning th emselves, all 
ralkmg at once in high screechy voices; at their elbows daughters 
.istlessly listened with wide open eyes and han ging mouths. Stroll
ing among the crowds superior and detached, were the townsfol k 
dressed i~1. their best 'silk garments, woi~e~ and gir~s in black 
?owns with high stiff collars carrying damt1ly embroidered fans 
in one hand and ridiculous!~ small handkerchief s in the other. 
Sclattered through the crowds half clothed ragamuffins ran and 
pa d ' . ye and yelled and heightened the excitement. 



·- -~ __ . _. -: ~-

204 CHINA HAND 

All at once the noise was hushed, every one froze to attention 
and eyes turned towards the corner of the city wall. Eight or 
ten girls, faces dead white with round red spots on their cheeks 
and wearing all the colors of the rainbow, came marching minc
ingly towards the plaza. Behind, in washed out blue, stumped 
the mamas. One of the girls had on a knee length violently purple 
jacket and baggy, bright red padded trousers tucked in at the 
ankles. Others matched golden yellow with pink, light lavender 
with blue and carmine with green. All of them had jasmine buds 
tucked in their rolled up hair and in spite of the weather bulged 
with several layers of thick underclothes. 

The silence was broken by the thin, shrewi sh voices of the 
tense, watching wives, all of whom burst out talking at once, 
daughters avidly listening with downcast eyes. The squatting 
men held their heads down and squinted sidewise. Those stand
ing shuffled their feet uneasily or kicked at non-existing sto~es. 
But the small boys walked around the sing-song girls malong 
painfully honest, unrestrained comments as they boldly looked 
them over. 

A bugle blew. The crowds stiffened. And around the side 
of the wall soldiers appeared marching two by two. As they 
neared the plaza a whistle sounded, the front ranks broke and 
ran back the crowds with charged bayonets, rapidly forming a 
large circle. Through a narrow opening two soldiers enter~d, 
dragging between them a dazed eyed coolie stripped to the waist. 
Two more followed with their burden; and two more. Three 
men in all were to be put to death. . 

Then with measured tread and no sign of haste, a 1one soldier 
with a red sash knotted around his waist and carrying a tWO 
handed scimitar on one shoulder, marched in alone. When ~e 
reached the center the first two soldiers forced their man to his 
knees; one leaped to the front and grasped the end of his que_ue 
and pulled it taut. There was a deathly silence as the soldier 
with the red sash stepped forward, raised his scimitar high above 
his head with both hands, and swung it down with all his strength, 
But the blow was not clean or the edge of the sword was blunt; 

b 
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four times he hacked away before the head rolled to one side 
in a pool of blood. 

\'v'hen th e fir st deep gash w:is made a long stream spur~ed 
from the neck and shot a yard into the air. One of the soldiers 
from the ranks formin(T the circle dashed up with a pronged 
stick holding two dough balls on the end and thrust them into 
the stream until they were tho roughly soaked. Ch~ng told me 
afterwards th at a great many of the soldiers were havmg stomach 
trouble, diar rhea and dysentery, and the dough balls were m_ade 
up into small pills which sold for as high as ten coppers apiece 

for use as an antidote. 
After the head was chopped off-each time t?e beheader took 

several stro kes to do the job-the body was kicked over :rondt 
"d 1· d · "bb s Thus mutilate si e up and the stomach s ice mto n on · 

all chance of the body ever joining its ancestors was completely 
removed. 

When the last criminal was killed the three heads were hung 
by the ends of their queues to a telegraph pole where any ~ne 
going to and from the station was bound to see them, a~ a 
warning banner was stretched below. For a few co~persl eg
gars carried the bodies to a near-by mound, growfmg . argher 

d d over a ew me es every day, threw them on top an sprea 
of earth dug from a pit at the side. d f foreign 

Strong measures. But until ideas borro':e from t f 
. , bi' h tnct en orcemen o nations forced a chaos called a repu IC, t e s . f 
h 1 · a nation o over-

sue codes had bred a law abiding peop e m 
crowded hundreds of millions. 

* )} * * * 
I h . I ceived from Butch a 
n t e midst of these happemngs re. h ·n his 

chit that _made me jump. He was worr:~:red\:O:tt:h~ way 
cramped, Jerky style· lately he had been bo h f his 
h · h · ' · out on t e top o 
his air was falling out and sores :ornmg h l H's inter-

ead; he had tried vaseline but it didn't seem to h ~ P· b 1ut such 
pr~ter, he scrawled, who seemed to know so1:1et i~g a O he had 
things said that he was sure it was a terrible disease 
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kno wn Chinese to have and th at Butch should go to a forei gn 
doctor at once. He w as trying a local Chin ese doctor no w but 
hi s he ad seemed to be getting worse. W hat did I think he h ad 
better do? 

I wired back the same day tellin g him to p ack up and t ake 
cart s as quic k ly as he could acro ss country str aight east to the 
Germ an controlJ ed r ailw ay line at Tsin anfu and catch the fi.~st 
boat out of Tsin gtao for Shanghai, th at I had wired ahead for him 
to be met on arrival. 

A week lat er I rode over to the me ss where he h ad been 
living and after thoroughly smoking it out, had everything 
in the house either bu rnt or buried. Several months later I re
ceived news that Butch had died a horrible death in an isolated 
hospital on the outskirts of Shanghai. h 

Another man was sent down, this time an En glishm an w h 0 

had been taken on at home, but one queer egg. Although t J 
thermometer was running from 8 5 to 90 degrees he steppe 
off the train wearing a double breasted heavy worsted coat o:er 
a stiff bo som shirt, an extremely high collar with a black string 
bow tie, a pair of grey broadcloth trousers stuffed inside brown 
leather puttees and black high shoes. He stuck to the same cos-
tume all summer. . 

On account of the heat I was getting up at six in the morning 
and taking the two coolies with me to sample the farmers w~o 
were hoeing their crops on the outskirts of the city. I 1:1a e 
a discovery. Although in the towns and viliages, the Chinese 
rapidly turned from their long stemmed pipes to ci_ga~ett:sf 
and even more women than men smoked them, the ma3onty 
these farmers had never seen one. I had to show them how to 
put the cigarettes in their mouths, then light them. They en-
joyed it thoroughly-it was like a game to them. h 

At that hour of the morning the air was still cool and .t e 
fresh smell of the soil filled one with the joy of just being alive, 
Men and women worked in groups and often kept time with a 
high wailing chant, one of which I heard frequently. ~he 
theme concerned a young man sitting on his doorstep feeling 
lonesome and longing for his girl. Something like this: 
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(A drawn -011t wail) 
' -;:=J J J J ; G .~ 11 1 ::j. :J._ di 

-d- -:;t --0- -()-

,=f3 ., 
Chin g-ing eh 'ing-ing tsao -'rh ta kc-' r h ch' i t ao-'rh hao i - ssu- '1il 

' +:---,-~ I -:;:;;==;,. . • + 
wang -'ng pa - 'rh ta - 'rh kc - 'rh. · · · · · · · · · · · · 

P ut dow 11 ill 011r m us ical idi om by Peter T. Wi /lwusky 

fi. ld ds them and yelled, When I walked across the e s towar I · hoes 
'T' ien ch'i hao'rh ( fine weather) ! " they leanhed ol n kt 1deir bout 

d d ••h " And w en as e a an greeted me with bows an aos · . . d 'ferously 
h . h · . they ms1ste voc1 t e crops thumbs flew up m t e air' f f rs 
h h . k · t be true o arme t at they could not be better. It ill it mus k· • dl and 

tl Id I st courteou s, ill Y 1e Wor over that they are t 1e mo I eh· I found f · di · A on (7 t 1e illese nen Y of any class of humanity. m b 

this true . d h I 
. I da he arrive ' t at I told Deekin, the Englishman, t 1e Y1 · g samplin (7 

d h . h ear y n1orn1n , o Wante 1m to go along with me on t ese 1 days I 
. . · For severa 

outings. But he failed to get ~p m tim~ to thre aten to have 
h~d to drag him out of bed. Fmally I _hhabit of over-sleeping. 
him transferred before I could bre ak his h'. h b·t of goin(7 to 
WI b · was 1s a 1 b 1at made me sore and ar 1trary . h h was up until 
bed at one or two in the morning. Some mg ts e 

daylight. d the Bible and Byron's 
The first evening after dinner he fetche out before him on the 

Don Juan from his trunk, spread them l on For the 
t bi · d 1· d a ong serm · 
a e in the living room and e ivere d d'ly or read pas-

Whole four hours we sat there he talke steal 1 d to hi; under 
s f - . h · rette (7 ue 
l~ges rom the two books wit a ciga_ I db d was about to 
ip I . . . h' h ·1 the lig 1te en . , eavmg 1t m 1s mout unt1 1. h ther from 1t. 

bu h · . · t to 1g t ano rn 1s moustache, then takmg it ou . l to the entire 
Th· h · . . trastm (7 co or 
I is c am smokmg had given a con db h d fascinated. 
o h 1 . 1· d an watc e Wer a f of his moustache. I 1stene 
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After several evenings spent taking in his discour ses an_d side 
remarks, I was able to piece together bits of his past 1.IltO a 

fairly complete outline. . . til 
He was born in London and h ad lived there all of hi s life un 

he joined the company and came to Chin a. He finished sch_ool 
at sixteen and, as expressed in the vague manner of ~he English, 
"entered an office in the city". On his eighteenth birthd ay th~ 
Great Change came into his life: he attended his first gran 
opera, read Don Juan and, following in his father's footsteps, 
put on a stiff bosom dress shirt for daily wear. From that day on 
he never changed from a stiff bosom shirt an d spent all his spar~ 
time refuting the Bible with Don Juan. Unfortunately, heh~ 
been unable to find the opportunity to emulate in any way t e 
life of the Don; his slim funds only permitted him a top gallery 

h f . . t O great 
seat at the opera once a week and t e ascmat10n was O . 't 
to give it up for first hand romance and adventure; but i1: ~pi~e 
he was the Dan's earnest disciple--the complete atheis ' 
proudly put it. He read passages in the Bible in order to jee~ at 
their lack of beauty or logic, turning to Don Juan to show oW 

d h same much more clearly and beautifully Byron expresse t e . 
thought or completely upset it. Byron stood for the glorious 
freedom of life while the Bible chained men down. f er 

The world existed for Deekin only in these two books. .A t y 
listening to him the first few nights, he began to get on {; d 
nerves. I wanted quiet. At ten-thirty or eleven I went to . e g 
and could still hear the mumbling sound of his vo~ce co~;! 
from the living room, followed by quick exclamations, Ily 
Now let's see what Byron says? Ha! Listen to this!" I :fina t 
stopped it by threatening a tr ansfe r, but I was unable to preven 
him from sitting up most of the night. . 

After a week I packed him off to take over Butch's terntorY· 
I only saw him occasionally after that, but his interpreter one; 
told me, "Mr. Deekin is very good sleeper-we always start ver 
late on trip in morning-very fine sleeper." 

XXII 
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d sleeping out of doors 
the big heat conies and th e w ells are ry-_ . hospital and 
d l l I · it a mr.ssionary 

eve ops a niania for te1~p es- vis 'lls his sons-almost daily 
am du mbfounded-my interpreter k.t h"l h ds are d)1ing 
I d . E pe w 1 e t ousan rea of declarations of war in uro 

daily arou,nd nie 

T Ta Fu, (GREAT HEAT) l HE . k.d 
d fiercely. Robberies, 1 -

came but no rain. The sun beat own h for relief as for 
n . d b l d. . sed As muc h appmg an e 1ea mgs mcrea · of the mountains w ere 
business I took a trip west to the edge 
it Was said to be cooler and more peaceful.·dd dizzy waves like 

In the sticky, sizzling white heat of mid ay ·nst the blazing 
·d ·bb · ·brate agai Wi e n ons of streaming water vi f he vegetable plants 

blue sky, and the dazzling green tone_s O / lly jumped. The 
and melon vines shimmered and spasmo ical slightly broken 
gl · .11. Ior was on Y anng monotony of bn 1ant co oles to scare away 
by the strings of white cloth hung betweben p ts under which 
cro d h I h d d by barn oo ma , ws an t e p atforms s a e d . ht against hungry 
loungin g farmers kept watch day an mg 

sneak thieves. . ed with yellow and it 
But the _green was dangerously ting £ h wells were as dry 

Was not yet time; the ditches and mo:t O t \es the baskets be
as dust. In the small village t'u ti (~oil) te;~o ers dropped by 
fore the gods overflowed with cash pieces an PP 
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the farmers when they entered to kneel and burn the ir joss 
sti cks of camel dung in the ash-filled brass bowls before th e alta rs 
in order to bring rain. 

In the evening whe n we approached the town where we were 
~o stop for the night, I scout ed aroun d for a temple court where 
it would be cool, and had the boy place my cot on the raised 
stone ter race facing south to catch the breeze. Afte r a while my 
interest in temples almost became a mania. At every place we 
visited, even along the highway, I was running down temples 
with my vest pocket camera, and was amazed to find three or 
four, sometimes six or eight, small but exquisitely carved and 
tiled tempi es in and around the smallest and most sq ualid towns, 
Most of them, it is true, were in a bad state of decay and ruin, 
and some h ad almost completely disappea red , but once there 
must h ave been in Honan Province alone, literally tens of 
thou sands of painstakingly built shrines that were works of 
art. 

In one of the most poverty stricken district s of China, near 
the border of Shansi and m any li away from any town, I stopped 
for lunch at a temple in one of the courtyards of which was 
a pool surrounded with marble balustrades, filled from a spring 
of bubbling hot water. After a long series of enquiries I Iearn~d 
that several centuries back this spring had been famous for its 
healing powers, and thousands of pilgrims had visited it every 
year to cure their ills. 
. Once, entering a small run-down town I suddenly faced an 
mner wall temple with a dome-shaped roof of glowing green, 
red and yellow tiles, the pillars a glazed porcelain in the soft, 
cre amy tones of old ivory, shaped like bam boo stalks. In sheer 
beauty of design and color and for classic balance it equaled 
any I hav e ever seen, including the tourists' mecca The Temple 
of Heaven in Peking. ' · 

At every temple I asked questions about its history and gods, 
But th · · f ds e ongm o most had been lost in the past and the go 
they st~od for h ad long ago become mixed with others. In a 
Co.nfucian temple might be a hundred gods belonging to Bud~ 
dhism. On the other hand, a Buddhist temple might contain not 

--~ 
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only Confucius and his disciples but also Lao Tze and a miscel
laneous lot of Taoists. Then there were the more abstr act gods, 
such as that of agriculture or of learning, and any number of 
local deities. The additions and changes had been so many that 
to the local natives themselves the gods and disciples were 
luan ch'i pa tsao, all upside down. Kuan Yin, the Goddess of 
Mercy, and tha t terrible bug aboo, the impal pab le Feng Sh11-i, 
seemed to be the only on es remaining aloof and undefil ed. 

On the final day of this trip , entering Ch ang tefu my cook 
had a stroke of paralysis and I called in the Canadi an Mission 
doctor. A pleasant friend ship followed. He invited me over 
to see ~is hospital, tentati vely remarking that he held no nar
row minded religious views abou t the sale of cigarettes and that 
I nee~ not meet any of the regulars. 

_His hospita l was a revelation. I had no idea that such human 
mi~ery existed at any place in the world. The entire group of 
buildings was oiven over to the treatment of syphilis, and 
Was divided int; wards accordinO' to the stage developed. What 
!hsaw I cannot describe. The ;reat, great tragedy of it w:as, 

e doctor said that the O'ood he was able to do was so m
finitesimally sm~ll. The ho;pit al had been stretc hed to its limit. 
H: Was forced to turn down almost hundreds of applicants 
daily, many of them brouO'ht by relatives on carts from far
away parts of the province,°even from Shansi. The disease took 
rnany forms unknown to medica l science in the \Vest and was 
prevalent throughout the country; at least one third of the 
population, he estimated had it in some form or other. No one 
could tell who might have it. in ordinary contacts one took 
rnan h ' Y c ances every day. 
t I. never visited the hospit al again, but whe?ever th: ~ppor
c~n1ty offered, played tennis with the doctor m the m1ss1onarr 

rnpound. My visits reminded me th at I had not seen Chang s 
~:o stu:dy little boys since the cook's ill~ess. K~ow~ng th~t I 
re s taking several cold rubdowns a day m my tm-lmed c.1ga
thtt: case bathtub, about a month before Chang had conceived 
F e idea of setting up one for his kids in the Chinese guest room, 

orrnerly I had watched them splashing about in the hot after-
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noons having a great time, but for more than a week I had 
missed them. 

I asked Chang what had become of them. 
. He looked me straight in the face without expression. "I 

kill them," he said calmly. 
For a moment I was too shocked to speak. Then, "What do 

you mean?" I exclaimed. "You're no murd erer!" 
"Oh, yes. I kill my two small boys. I build bathtub and 

let them go in cold water. They get sick and die. It is mY 
fault. I kill my two small boys." 

I walked away. It was not Chang's fault; it was mine. Cold 
baths, cold drinks, cold food-no Chinese, ordinarily would 
dare take a chance on any of the se. I remembered a st atement 
Mr. Sung once made, that he had never in his whole life tasted 
cold drink or food. 

Chang had loved those two boys deeply; his stoical accept
ance of their fate saddened me. Did nothing happen in this 
country but tragedy? 
. While I was asking myself this question it was answering 
itself. 

Wa!king ~round the top of the city wall one late afternoon, 
a habit durmg the sweltering months, I heard a snarling and 
growling and looked down over the outside edge of the wall. 
At first I could see only a jumble of dogs te aring at something; 
a second glance and I made out two of them :fighting over a 
human arm and others pulling and gnawing at a torso. 

A few days later I started across country to Deekin's head
quarters. The scenery and traffic along the road was changing· 
Th: fields had turned yellow and a good part of the crops had 
shnveled and di~d. Half naked coolies I passed were skin ~~d 
bon~. In the still occupied villages farmers and their families 
sat 1tstlessly under the shade of walls, and naked, grimy childr~Il 
wad edd about, protruding spines curved in and stomachs dis-
ten e Seve I · I II b · ks k k.' ra trmes saw sma oys in trees with long stic ' 

nhoc m~ off the last few top leaves to boil for nourishmeriti 
ot ers with empt b h d h F T Y ags searc e t e ground beneath. 

ami ies went by in rags, barely able to drag their feet-
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starvin~ farm folk who had given up their homes and were 
wandering off blindly to anywhere, to find something, anything, 
to eat. \X!hen we came in sight the whole family, from grand
mother to baby, would fall to its knees and kowtow in the dust 
until we were out of distance of the sound of their voices. And 
~re than once a cringing waunk dog sneaked back from the 
: 1 be of t~e road leaving behind a huddled heap, the remains of 

aby discarded by its helpless father and mother. 

* 
p ~n my return I found in the mess a week's supply of the 
. e ng Daily N ews. On the front page of the first was a news 
item te 1· · · D I W S b" " 
I ' n mes smgle column, "Austria ec ares · ar on er ia • 

n a la t · f "R · Mo . . :r issue appeared, in the same amount o space, ussia 

b .libihzmg Forces". In another, "Germany and France Mo
i ze" I . · terns containino- only such broad, bare statements 

chontmued. Then, five d:ys after it had happened, I opened 
t e p k" aper to read the further startling announcement, ta mg 
up a half column, "England Declares War on Germany". 

Aft · 1 · h" k. B er gomg over this last article I sat for a ong time t m ·mg . 
. e~: are five of the o-reatest-four of them the most highly 

c1v1hzed · b 1 · f h · -nations ever developed deliberate y gomg out o t eir 
Wayt ' · for O murder and rape. Germany, who_ ha_s been preparmg 
T many years, and since the nineties, dnnkmg toasts to Der 
E ag, the day when she would go to war with England. Here is 
ea:iland, tied up with Japan by a "secret" tr_eaty to suppo~t 
of ot~1er against the force of any other nation, .both ~£raid 
. Russia and both aware for years of Germany's ultimate mten

t~ons. Here is France in a trembling state of hatred and fear 
since th · ' d h d .A.I e time Germany marched on Paris an snatc e away 

sace Lorraine. And here are Austria Hungary and the Balkans, 
~ ~~ss of squabbling spiteful tribes. And :finally, Russia
w n:'7~eldy-half weste;n and half oriental-always ready and 
c· a~t1~ng .to reach out for more. What a hell of a mess to call 
lV1 izat1on! 

an:nd .then I thought: I can imagine the breathless suspense 
excitement, the newspaper headlines, the talk at the break-
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fast table and the argum ents and surmi ses in offices, on the 
streets and on tr ains ; for all this war stuff is news, the greatest 
and most fascinating of all news. 

My _mind turn ed back to wh at was going on aro und me. Here 
were innum erab le gangs of loote rs and kidnappers; one man 
alone, White Wo lf, h ad ga th ered toge ther forces that no w tot alled 
more than sixty thou sand men scattered throu gh H ona n and 
southern Shansi , leavin a desolat ion and ru in in th eir wake, 
still ~athering new rectuits as t ag ends swept nor th through 
Shansi and westwa rd into Shen si. 

Now, it was th e fourth year of crops burnt-out or flooded, 
a cycle that occu rre d almo st with the regularit y of th e ticking 
o_f a clock. Fam ilies of farmers were dying like flies from starva
tion. And throu gh the fall, wi nter, spring and summer one 
pl ague ~ad follo we d on the steps of another-sm allpo x, cholera, 
many kmds of fever, and now dysentery-not to mention th_e 
steady toll of lives taken year in and year out by tuberculo sis 
and syphilis. 

How many lives were lost that year-1914-in this one section 
of China-from such unnatur al cause s? A million? 'fwo 
million? 

I wondered; but I could find no answer. I decided between 
th e two and left it at that; for I did not beli eve that anyone 
knew or had ever known; there was no way to figure-just as 
there was no way to estimate truly whether the country had a 
population of 400,000,000 or 700,000,000-when such a large 
proportion was nomadic, without homes or friends, and so 
m any were born and died overnight. 

But this I did know, that in Shanghai and the other trea:Y 
P_orts, _and among the foreigners in general in China, only n:1s
sio~anes and a handful of foreigners working back in the in~ 

tenor for one of the companies, had any knowledge whatsoe ~e.Il 
of tha: year's slaughter of human lives by murder, starv at~o <T 

and di_sease. Those who lived in the midst of those appallillh 
tragedies seldom spoke of them after they were away-sue 
ha]?penings were too far removed from the world of the outsider 
to mterest him. Therefore, they were not news. 

XIII 
LATE AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER: 1914 

~e cleanest city in China-J apan ha11ds an ulti matmn to the 

ten-n_a-~is- far ew ell parties- the siege of T siugt ao and Japanese 
a roczties b · d d 'd h - usm ess troubl es with Moha11i111,e ans- I eci. e t at 

selling is advertising 

I . IN THE FIRST PART OF AUGUST 
received 1 · · Th h d Ill d a etter of transfer t o Tientsin. e company a 

S la e one of its sud den sweep in O' chan O'es; the dozens of small 
a es d' · . b b 

Shan ~v~sions were discarded and replaced by five Iar~e ones-
den) ~ ;1' H ongk ong , Hankow, Ti entsin and ~an chun~ (Muk
G Was to go to Tient sin as soon as possible as assistant to 

arrod wl • I I ' 10 was made Di vision manager. 
n ess th a h ·1· 1 th o eh of th 11 two weeks I was sitting in t e tw 1 1g 1t on e P r 

cl he r amblin g old Astor House, wearing a regular suit of 
ot es fo l d . . f tall I r t le first time in almost a year, an s1ppmg rom a 

rich!ts the Kaiser's favorite dark Munich beer, the smoothest, 
J s . ' mo st delect able drink my taste O'lands had ever touched. 
fo quin_ted at the soft shadowy fol iage bof the trees in the little 

rmahzed E 1· ' d f I · ·1· d but I h ng 1sh park across the street an et c1v1 1ze -
ad chan d . l 'rho ge -consider ab y. 

bon se two years in th e inter ior had instilled into my very 
me :~ a feeling for quiet and space. The busy life going on about 
aft~ e small talk of groups O'athered around the club in the late 

rnoon d b • h. s an on the hotel veran dah in the evemng, were t mg 
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apart. I was in the backgro und, _an onlook~r, inte rested only }fi 
the most imperson al way, and w ith no desire to get closer. 
this nervous movement and chatt er remind ed me of sparrows 
hopping and twittering. . 

For the first few weeks I spen t a great deal of my time to m y
self. I left my companions to wander off to my room and read 
from the small library of Chin ese philosophers I had gat hered to
gether, or sought a bench in an isolated section of the park where 
I could watch the play of light s and shadows thrown by the arc 

· lamp through the tree s, and rumin ate . Too many people aroun ~ 
made me restless. I found a contentment in being alone. This 
feeling has never completely left me. 

When I arrived, foreign Tientsin was in a highl y mixed up 
state and much excited. China had issued a statement to the ef
fect that she desired the Far East to be excluded from the area 
of hostilities in which the Great War was being waged. But the 
day before I arrived, the Japanese, with an eye on Germ any's 
possessions in Shantung province and taking advantage of her 
·"secret" treaty with England, sent a message strongly objecting; 
and two days later delivered an ultimatum to the German Lega
tion to hand over the Kiaochow peninsular. Germany's reply 
was an immediate mobilization of all her subjects. 

The hotel was filled with young Germans from outside points 
stopping over on their way to Tsingtao and Tsinanfu. There 
was no ill feeling between the individual English an d Germ ans, 
The second evening after I arrived a small group of Americans 
a1:~ English invited me to join in a farewell party they were 
giving to a German friend who was leaving the nex t day. The 
German was heartbroken, and the English thought it a dirty 
shame that the "dwarf bandits"-the Chinese nickname for the 
Japane se-sho uld take advantage of the st ate of affairs to seize 
more territory in China-for no one believed that she would 
willingly ever hand it back. 

Late in the evening we adjourned to the German Club bar 
where we ran into a large crowd of mixed nationalities having 
farewell drinks with departing members. Our friend showed us 
his identification book, called the "fifteen day" book, which he 
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h d 1 f h for China In it was listed had carried since he a e t ome . f · h cl which 
a numb er instead of his name. Starting r~,m tde ayf 01n ,, 

. tered as 1st ay o t 1e war, 
Germ any might fa ll mto a war, end h fte from the time 

h I· each ay t erea r every move e was to ma '"e k d cl for 
h . b . I dquar ters was mar . e own 

it took to reach 1s usmess 1ea ' l ber of the key 
1 fif cl It even o-ave t 1e num 

the fo lowing teen ays. ht>. e would be found. 
I 1 k . h' h 'form to 1s measur 

to t 1e oc ·er m w 1c a um h J ese starte d their as-
h . d f August t e apan 

On the twenty-t tr o · Shantu ng with one 
. h G an treaty port m 

sault on Tsm gtao, t ~ erm Id which the Germans were fast 
of the finest harbors m the wor ·f' l er resort in the East. 
d 1 . . h t beaut1 u summ Id' eve opmg mto t e mos ouo-h th at the Japanese so 1ers, 
From day to day news came thr t> T ·nanfu had fired all 

d h d uarters at s1 ' 1 
after seizing the railroa ea ~deerin O th eir supplies from loca 
the Chines e staff, were comma il ' .0 t the street in order to 

. I d h · o- fam 1es m o h native s 1ops, an t rowmb l 'th the sorry excuse t at 
use their homes for barracks. A ~o, WhI. y Japanese soldiers 

. tand m t etr wa , h' the Chinese were trying to s . d urderino-, The C inese 
were forcing fights and plundering a~ n~ut afte; much brutal 
made a few futile attempts toelf:~15:~ lie down and allow the 
wholesale slaughter, were co~p ed Several foreigners who were 
Japanese to go as far as they hk · 'd t that the Japanese were 

h · as ev1 en · h on the ground told me t at it _w I starting an uprising wit 
Playing their old game of deh~erat~ y h form of more conces-

. t10ns m t e f J ' the idea of demanding repar a l 't'es well aware o apan s 
1 I Cl . e aut 10n I ' 'd h 'ce sions. But the oca un es h many lives pa1 t e pn · 

aim managed to keep peace, thougb two months and a half 
' h f N vem er- . d Not until the sevent o .0 l J panese take Tsingtao an 

after the siege was started-did t 1eh ~ umb er and equipment, 
'd . o- t eir n h h intern the Germ ans. Consi ennbl h wino- Every one t oug t 

the Germans put up a wonderfu sf~ ys t>' The Japanese broad-
d 1 matter o a · f · f doing that it woul be mere Y a h d d sired to re ram rom 

cast the propaganda that they a ~ the arbitrary, high-handed 
too much damage. However, throug d their totally unn ecessary 
way they walked over the C~/nese fanbandits" lost a considerab~e 

f the dwar 1· . Immed1-destruction o property, f ·gn nationa 1t1es. 
amount of face with the other ~r; tried to build a J apanese 
ately after the fall of Tsingt ao t e 
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colony · th · · · 

1 mb e vrcmrty of T sinanfu, and offered a premium to 
sett ers, ut few f ·1 · .11. 

Wh .1 II h' ami res we re w1 m g an d the plan petered out. 
1 e a t 1s was · · h 

t . h . gomg on, we m t e com pa ny were busy 
s ra1g tenmg out ff . ffi d . our own a airs. Garrod and I had connecting 
? ces,dan my Job was handlin g the fie ld corre spondence check-
mg or ers and ok · 1 . ' ffi eymg reports to S 1angh a1. In another set of 
0 c1es a separate forei gn and Chine se staff handled the local 
mar l::et. But in th b · · e egmnmg we were all working to gether to 
coax our grou f T' · I 

f 11 P o 1en tsm w 1olesale dealers out of a bad case 
0 SU (S . 

I. Al bout six months before the big Divi sions swallo wed up the 
1tt e ones a young A · . h h 
II ' mencan m t e S anghai office was breaking 

a records for a r · f b .11. eputat10n o n iancy. He had come out as 
a secretary and alth h h h d . 

d h d , oug e a never been outside Shano-ha1 
an a no · 0 

h experience working clo se to the Chin ese in less than 
a year e was carrying d · h ' d A h. . on correspon ence wit the Division h ea s. 

I. s la s mmg example to the old timers in the field of what a 
itt e pep would d d . h 0 , an to round up the young prodio-y's ex-

perience, t e Old M h. d h' . . o Th . an s ippe rm up to T1entsm to take ch arge. 
th he mden 1hn the field resented his sudden ri se. In the first place, 

ey a a earty co t f ·d d d 
b n empt or 1 eas and instructions han e 

out Y anyone wh h d h d · d fi O a never roug ed it in the interior an 
game a rst-hand k I d f I I . . · 
I h now e ge o t 1e C 1mese and cond1t10ns. 
n t e second place th h d d II . . . th ' ey a gra ua Y arrived at the set opinion 

at once a man was o t f Sh h . h h u o ang a1 e was forgotten and t at, 
con sequently th I . ' r 1 . ' e on Y ones gettmg ahead were a bunch of boot-
. re (ers 111 the Shanghai office who got "on the inside" by play-
mg u P to the O Id M S I f · d de I d . an. evera riends of mine had alrea Y 

ve ope a chronic g h d I d h left h I rouc an c eare out for good when t ey 
on ome- eave H C h d . h he passed h h · arry · a turned m his resignation w en 

Th t roug New York. So had J.P. 
e young America f SI h · . . · face a fixed h d. n rom 1ang a1 arrived in T1entsin to 

had discussed at~ reap a~ranged by the local foreign staff. They 
it was unfa· de appomtment among themselves decided that 

ir an agreed t h. . ' faithfully f II O treat 1m with the utmost respect, 
o ow out h' · · gestions or adv· is mstructrons, but to offer him no sug-

1ce. 
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He was a slender, quick moving young chap keyed up with 
an excess of nervous ener gy , and the basic idea which he brought 
along was, from our American point of view, sound to the core: 
under any and every condition increase sales, and continue to 
do so without let-up. 

He start ed off as if he were making a hundr ed yard dash, but 
overlook ed the fact that in the summer-he arrived in May
sales of cigarettes dropped naturally. Or, perhaps, he may have 
felt that he was forced to back his basic idea against nature in 
order to retain the Old Man's high opinion. When sales started 
downwa rd he hamm ered the trade, put on drives and sat up 
nights :figuring out schemes. When he asked opinions he was 
stalled off. Finally, he commenced to har angue the dealers. That 
was his worst mistake. The foreigners under him made no 
comment. 

Now, in Tientsin we had the harde st boiled and crusted set 
of dealers in all of Chin a. They were Moham medans. Every 
one of the five stood well over six feet and weighed more than 
two hundred pounds, divided equally into thr ee parts: shrewd
:iess, stubbornness and passivity. Moreover, they had a mosque 
m the style of the Russian Greek Catholi c, abhorred pork and, 
like th e Indian Mohammedans (tho se whom I have seen), had 
powerful Jewish noses which could scent out money where the 
imagination of a Wall Stree t pro moter in the same circumst ances 
would have never dreamed it existed. 

When the youn o- man from Shangh ai harangued, th ey went 
into silence. As sal~s continued to drop during the hot weather, 
the more he har angue d the more stubborn became _their si
lence. Until the strain bro ke him. To bolster up his nerves 
he took to drinkin o- a bit; and then-l ike the British who drank 
scotch and soda to bcool off and were forced to keep drin king in 
order to counter the heat caused by the alcohol-to stave off 
the after-effects he incr eased his allowance until nothin g but a 
woman could soothe him. The two combined to end his brief 
career in China. He was in a sanitorium for a while, then the 
company returned him to the States. 

When Garrod took over Tientsin the Mohammedans were 
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salving their injured prid e by drying up the market , allowing 
the retailer s onl y sufficien t stoc ks to keep them barely going and 
occ asionally running a brand short in order to drive home their 
spite. 

Only by ignoring their actions and bad temper, and by 
friendly talk with no mention of business, was Garrod able to 
make any headway. And the sky was not completely cleared 
until he gave them a big formal dinner, taking care beforehand 
to see that no pork was served. Following the dinner, we at
tended a special service held at their mosque, at which they. all 
wore their caps and hats and listened to a priest intone a reading 
from the Koran. After that the sun shone agam and business 
went back to normal. 

These Tientsin Mohammedans were an exceptional breed, en
tirely different in make-up from the regular Chinese. Every one 
of the fifty odd men at the special ceremony was powerfully 
built and of a Jewish cast, and some had blue eyes with deep 
brown hair. They were also light in color. 

For the fir st few weeks I lived . at the Astor House, a faded 
green, cavern-like wooden structure, with tall rooms smellin1 
of must and mould. But the Astor was a tradition and drew al 
the trade--also it was less than a stone's throw from the Tientsin 
Club, a great convenience at the end of cocktail hour. For the 
big time of the day was shortly before eight in the evening when 
the cocktail gang gathered around the semi-circle club bar. ~ 
was an exchange mart of risque stories, scandals, politics an 
friendship. Usually it was packed three or four deep, and one 
could always tell how and where a man was spending the eve
ning by the way he was dressed, with whom he was mixing and 
the number of cocktails he drank. 

After I had become somewhat accustomed to the radical 
change from the dirt and poverty of the wide open spaces back 
in the interior, I began to sum up. I had been out for almost 
four years-my home-leave was not many months off. I had 
handled every kind of job there was in the field; now I was 
holding down next to the highest. Where was I heading? If 
I did move up to the top seat, what more could it mean beyond 
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. th back and settling down to receiving one fat mcrease, a pat on e .1 · d 'th the 
. f th n on unti retire w1 the standard yearly raise rom e ' . cl · h d-wishes 

. 1 . watch engrave wit goo gift of a go d cigarette case or ' . , . h d". 
fi · 1· t ' 0 omg a ea d . . . 1 The e seemed to be de mte imits o b • • . ' 

an m1tia s. r . romantic and mspirmg 
the sound of the word, p10neer, had a f f t 

I . most matter-a - ac . 
ring, but the actua meaning wa~ , M three and a half years 

Yet back home what could I 0 • k~ d f ·ob 1·n the States. 
· · f r any ·m o J 

of work had been no trammg O h' b than I did any part 
h . l N th C ma etter 

I spoke C mese; I rnew or d f h' g ex·cept for what I 
I fitte or not m " of my own country. was 

was doing. . from another side. We were 
Then I went at the question we did no selling. The large 

called salesmen. But, actu~lly, 1 spoke no Chinese; 
. . f h f · m t1e company 

ma3onty o t e ore1gners f h t end. The foreigners 
interpreters and dealers took care do . t a More than anything 

11 . eers a v1sers. 
were rea y mspectors, overs ' d . If to advertising. 

. · b reduce itse 
else, 1t seemed to me, our JO Id eci'alize I wrote to 

d d I wou sp · , There my argument en e · h . d 'thi'n a few weeks 
. Sh g a1 an wi the agent of the I.C.S. m an ' ' 

time had signed the dotted line. 
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English social custo b . . . 
P t h b ms- argammg m beauty-the efficiency 

ex er w o rake up th T b 
d e o acco Trusts loo/ls over unusua l 

corres pan ence-a St · ffi . l d t t d ,ensi O cia en · s th e beauty trade-Japan's 
wen y-one emands-th b. tk f rrw 

Philadelphia Ja k , . e ir ' 0 ar Lords"-th e original 
c O Brien and the Fourth of July -I go on 

hom e-leave 

booming and · . N l 914 A ND '1 5 TIENTSIN WAS 
and ab d hm ~p1te of many uphe ava ls going on both in China 

roa , t e rmport and h bus· . . . export ouses were doing a thriving 
mess, m many Imes th G W h kets. The di . e . :eat ar ad opened up new mar-

busy and fferent nat10nalrt1es packed close together were kept 
, consequently fr" di Th 

people and part' f' ien Y· ere were many young 
1es were requent M t f . 

about equally div"d d b · _os o my evenm gs out were 
b . . i e etween English a d A · · h 

usmess and port· 1 d. 0 mencans. As wit 
tertaining fixed i i~s, soon . ~scovered that the English had en-
much surprised ; onfig tra~itwnal lines of least effort. I was 
d . Y rst time out whe · h . f f mner coffee my h l n m t e midst o a ter 

ostess eaned over d I . ' 
yours?" I answered th I d"d , an w 11spered, "And what s 

at i n t care for a thing, thanks. "Oh," 
222 
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she exclaimed, "I mean what do you do?" And when I replied 
that I thought she knew my busin ess, she created much merri
ment by informing the guests of our convers ation and asking 
some one please to explain. A guest diagr amed to me the ex
pression , " and what's yours"; it was in common use with all 
hostesses and meant, what were one's parlor tricks? Every Brit
isher, I believe, has one or more, plays the piano, recites or does 
things with a h andk erchief or a glass of water; and a splendid 
~radition it is for small cliques or communities. Suburban Amer
ica might well take note. 

When fall came and the weather grew too cold for tennis, 
I took long rambling walks in the bracing evening air through 
the Chinese city, practising my Chinese on shopkeepers and 
hawkers, picking up street slang. The shops were still the old 
fashioned kind that one reads of in ancient and medieval tales, 
and it was good to enter again the native atmosphere of smells 
and noises, and the shadowy mass of crowds weaving back and 
forth under the dim lio-hts of shop and street lamps. After an 
hour's tramp I often dr~pped into one of the first:class sing-s~ng 
houses for a chat and a cup of tea with tangerines and dned , 
salted pumpkin seed. Occa sionally I called for a song. Lao mama 
( old mama) screeched for the fiddler, who was always sitting 
outside waiting; while he tuned his two string violin th_e girl 
spat and cleared her throat; then, for ten or fifteen mmut.es 
I listened to a few of the old popular Chinese love songs sung m 
a high, wailing pitch. 

For a month or more I had been knocking around through the 
city in this manner, when one evening I dropped into a house 
and one of the lao mamas ushered in a young kuniang who almost 
knoc!ced me off my feet. I had read, and been told, o~ ~he ~icro
metric measurements by which the old Manchu nobility Judged 
bea~ty, and the method by which each feature had t~ bear com
parison with a flower of fruit and now for the first time I gazed 
upon perfection. By eastern ;r western standards Little Mei Mei 
(~~st beautiful) was rightly named. Her hands, too, were ex
quisite and her skin flawless. 

She was, lao mama said, just seventeen. Naturally, with her 



1: 

.:""tJ ,': \ ~ :~~.._;;, ,}. -

_:-:.~.,~=~~ -""·-~ 

»:-:1rit :1It 
~ ,,., ... ,..~ §'\~ 

···-'~~·: :~ t i .. ::~~~~:t·~~ .' 

~ · 

,~:. 

.... :~1, 
- ' 

•;! .;;~::i.; -~ : 

.,.~---· .-,~~??.: :-; ..,.._~~--,.,-,' -:ff 

. ->~"~ :. 

Haiso Yatze, rrLittle Duck", registered with a number and 
wearing a sing-song license badge 
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~eauty and youth she wore the red cord of virginity plaited 
mto her hair. 

After a pleasant quarter of an hour the young lady stepped 
out for a few minutes, as was the custom, and I asked the old 
mother what price. She leaned back and forward laughing, then 
opened and closed her hand three times and exclaimed, ":fifteen 
thousand t aels (about Am. $6,000) !" 

After figuring for a while on what might be a safe sum, I 
named twenty-five hundred. She rolled her eyes and pursed 
her lips in indignation. For such a lovely girl-so young-who 
had never known a man? Surely, I made a joke. 

Before the evening was over I had gone up to three thousand, 
and lao 1nama h ad dropped her price to fourteen thousand :five 
hundred. There we stuck. But I continued to drop in several 
times a week, and when the o-irl was out of th e room went back 

0 

to the bargaining. After a month of dickering lao mama had 
come down to twelve thous and and I had raised my ante to four. 
Two or three friends whom I had taken to see this raving beauty 
had spread the news, and by that time almost every one I knew 
Was drawing me aside and requesting an introduction. (After 
one visit after dark it would have been impossible, even for a 
Chinese, to locate the house. One of our interpreters estimated 
that, including all classes and kinds, more than forty thousand 
such places existed in Tientsin. Although I cannot vouch for 
so. h_igh a figure out of a tot al population of less than. a half 
million, later in the year Bartlett and I gave u~ one mght_ to 
cover the district and it took us from nine until :five, movmg 
along at a steady' pace and stopping only a few minutes at less 
than a dozen houses) . . 
. In the midst of my negotiations a metaphorical bom_b exploded 
In the Shanghai office and, in the language of foreign corres
~onden ts, its repercussions echoed throughout all the branches 
1n the field. When the United States government went out to 
break up the Tobacco T;rust it hired a chartered accountant to 
Work out all the details. H~ made such a clean job of it that 
th_e real power behind the company, in New York, was stricken 
W1th admiration. He decided th at a man who was so good at 
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tearing a machin e to pieces shou ld be as we ll qualified to put one 
together. He too k on the accountant , und er the well-known 
di sgu ise of "efficiency expert", at an enormous fee to revise the 
comp any' s entire accounting policy in China. . e 

After the acountant h ad go ne over the books at Shang hai, ~ 
started out with his wife on a tour of the fie ld. The first day in 

the Tientsin office he aske d to look over the field correspondence, 
One side of my office was filled with files d ating back to the 
op en ing of the comp any . The dead files, packed in bo xes on the 
bottom shelves, con tai ned thou sands of letters. Onl~ a £:fr 
were typed, the rest were scrawled with pen or pencil on 
kinds of che ap paper, and many were almost illegible. But tl~e 
wor st part of it was that the contents were utterly lacking J.1l 

formality; although the first two or three paragraphs of a letter 
were always strictly busin ess, the last part was u su ally a con
glomeration of broad wisecracks, dirty jokes and personal _corn1 
plaints, worded without restraint. With a sinking feeling 
handed over the first bo x . 1 

For tw o solid weeks the efficiency expert sat at the long ta_b e 
in the center of the room pouring over every letter and talon: 
note s. During that time he never smiled nor uttered a wor · 
At the end, w hen he had closed the last folder, he called rne 
over and, after sta rin g at the table for a minute, quietly re-

d is marked, " It seem s to me that some of this correspon ence 
unnecessarily long." 

I clea red my throat and ex plained that the men who :wrot1~ 
the lett ers were living in th e in ter ior alone, putting up with a 
sorts of hard ships an d having foreign contacts scarcely once a 
month, that the dry, dusty climate was not too good for nerves 
under the best of conditions, and a man in such circumstances 
often got touchy and made mountains out of molehills. «Jf a 
straight business letter without any personal touch were writte; 
from this office to any one of those men," I said, "he woul_ 
jump to the conclusion that either we here, or Shanghai, ha~ it 

in for him, and more than likely would wire in his resig~atiod 
or come tearing into Tientsin to find out why he was single 
to be picked on." 
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. d t ·e at the table without The efficiency expert contmue to s at . . ,, 
'd · l "That's all I thmk. moving. Finally he sa1 qmet Y, ' ' ' d h I fi Id 

'd L h told Garro t at t 1e e Nothing more was sa1 · ater e h I I ht 1't was 
d I. I I but t at 1e t 1oug correspondence looke a 1tt e ong 

all right. l d 'f I knew the 
th .rr. • expert as -:e me i 

A few days later e ewciency 1. l k I cl e Then he 
h . . . d e s10-1t ·nowe g. 

C mese City. I admitte to som . b·f d h' arou nd after 
wanted to know if I would show ~,s _wi \:°add:; that his wife 
the office closed. After much hesitatiloln: l ot too er-out of 

. . 'f · a ng1t-n was anxious to see-that is, 1 it were h d h about them. 
h . I l h d ear so muc ' t e way-a sing-song grr ; s 1e a ' 1 . I Mei Mei. In a 

h 11 upon itt e 
That evening I took t em to ea . . o-each other from 

f . h were exammmo ew mmutes t e two women . : N 'ther one had seen 
head to foot and having a glorious _ti~1eM . e~ei was fascinated 
anything like the other close-up. Li:t ed ei d put it up again 
b h d I t 1-e it own an 

y t e wife's hair and ma e 1er .a~ h d feel the o-irl's silk 
. Th 'fe a to o to see how it was done. e wih me away she ear-

l h . . l h d W en we ea . ., c ot es and scrutm1ze 1er an s. d f Little Met Mei s 
. d . f . 'd d l'ppers an one o d ne a pair o tmy embro1 ere s 1 . l ll hair comb an a 

jackets, having left behind a tortoilse 511e h raved about the 
b 1 the 1ote s e racelet. All the way bac <. to . l d 

· l' · h · t cratic 1an s. d gu s damty beauty and er ans O fli . y expert returne 
. . fi Id he e cienc · After six months m the e : d t 1ent upside down 

to Shangh ai, turned the accountmg epar n The day af ter he 
and established a completely new syst~m. t and put back the 

·1 ld M threw it ou ' sa1 ed for the States the O an 
old. 

•< * 
* * ~· ~ f Little Mei Mei I saw 

One afternoon, on entering the house O 'th two soldiers on 
. p 1 · cart wi h 
in front a highly decorated e ~JD~d h ate told me that s e 
ponies standing guard. The boy insi e { e tgChentow and called 
Was. engaged. I was away for t:'7'0 w~ee/~ei and old mama had 
again soon after my return. Little . 

gone. T governor of Shens1 
The Peking cart belonged to _the mi i.ta;Zei back with him to 

province, and he had carried Little Mhei d taels. In my last 
. . hi . . 'd ten t ousan Join s concubines. Pnce pa1 , 
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talk with the old mama m y offer had ri sen to three thou sand; she 
had lowered her limit to t welve. From beginnin g to end our 
bargaining had been carried on with the utmo st seriousn ess but, 
as a matter of fact, at that t ime, when old cu st oms were still 
in force, it was unlikely that a for eigner could h ave bou ght a 
first class girl at any price; her face would have been compl etely 
lost forever. 

With the winter came skating (und er a closed mat shed on 
account of the du st), dinner parties and dances , am ateur dramat
ics, and in the short evenings at the club, bowlin g, dominoe s and 
bridge. I discovered that an American bridge player would in
variably win in the long run from a Briti sher in the same class; 
the latter learn ed a system by rote and never broke away from 
it; the form er learned the same system and used it as a gambli~g 
basis. On Saturdays and Sundays, until the ice was heavily 
coated with dust, picnic parties sledded up the river on Chinese 
mule-pulled sleighs. 

On January 18th (1915) Japan,nowincontroloftheGerman 
conce ssions, placed her famous, outrageous twenty-on e demands 
before th e Chin ese governm ent. Amon g others were all the 
German rights in Shantung, new treaty ports, a new ninety
nine year lease on Dairen and Port Arthur in Manchuria, mining 
concessions, J apanese financi al, military and political advisers 
for the betterment of the Chine se government, sole rights. to 
sell arms, a jointly owned ar senal. The Chinese were highly in
dignant, and some of the guilds expressed th eir feelin gs in at
tempted boycotts. President Yuan sparred for time and made 
counter suggestions. Negotiations dragged along, but Jap an 
had declared her hand and every one knew that, sooner or Ia.ter , 
she would gain the main points towards which she was drivin g. 

In the early sprin g news came th at a Chinese private in on_e 
of the Shantung regiments had aroused dissatisfaction among his 
~ellow soldiers at the pay and treatment they were getting, en~
m? by throwing out the officers and putting himself and his 
friends at the head. He then declared the section in which he 
was located under his rule and protection, for which he ch arged 
the people heavy ta xes. Since he kept his soldiers well-fed and 
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therefore contented he soon increased his army to alarming 
proportions, but pr; vincial affairs were in such a condition th at 
no measures cou ld be taken against him. 

Chinese fri ends told me th at he amassed a fortune in a very 
short time by forcin a his men to gamble with him after pay 
d h O Id' h was pun ished for cheatay eac month· any so 1er w o won 
· H ' f h fi . t of the man y coolies whose names mg. e was one o t e rs f · 
have continued to appear on the front pag,:s O newspapers ID 

Europe and America as Chin a's "\Y/ ar Lords · d . l th' 
onnecte wit 1 is upRumors were that the Japanese were c 

rising-but who knows? d ble almost 
With the Great \Var growin g in Europe a~ trou 'zed a 

· T A encans orcram at the gate, the fifty or more civi ian m 0£ th 
I d fii s and sergeants rom e vo unteer corp, training un er o cer h d d ill d sight -

l 5th infantry . For the first few weeks we a r a~ hot at 
ing practice at the barracks, and later tookh tramps anea:ts who 
h 1 £ . d mon a t e top serg t e range. I made severa nen s a O b They 

I b honor ary mem er. 
persuaded me to join their c u as an v· · Road where 

d . f l b 'ld'ncrs on 1ctona rente a room m one o t 1e Ul 1 o · h d in to 
S d h Id ker. every one p1tc e 

atur ay nights they e a smo ' u fine looking bunch, 
buy a good supply of beer. A well seTt p,h f them I acted 

f h O t ree o 
as so t earted as a pre-war woman. d later almost 

1 . l 1 an sooner or 
as a und of adviser to the ove- orn, f h' · 1 and told me 
every one of them showed me a picture O is gir 

the story. h fte r I was settled, 
As usual in treaty ports - or elsew ~re-~ esident Yuan was 

life went on in a more or less fixed routme. r t demands and 
compelled to give in to J apan's most impohrtl~nday called :'Hu-

M bl . h d a new o i , on ay 18th the nation esta 1s e . . ery one went into 
miliation D ay" , on which at a certam time ev 

silence and emitted a sigh. 11 Americans took a holi-
A break came on the 4th of July: ~he 15th infantry paraded 

day and aft er the mornin g ceremonies b b 11 game was held 
. f 11 d 'f h f oon a ase a h 1n u ress um orm. In t ea tern h eat event was t e 
between the civilians and soldiers .. But th'ehgr repeated every 
s . I 1 b . f Id O 'B en w ic was f pec1a ce e rat ion o o Mr. n '. J k O'Brien, father o 
Year. He was the original Phil adelphia ac 

l 
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the champion middle weight bearing th e same title, and had been 
one of the great old t imers who fought w ith bare fists. H e had 
a larg e trun k stored w ith meda ls and belts presented by kings 
and princes. N ow he was over eigh ty yea rs old and the head of 
the Tient sin br anch of the Ro bert D ollar Company, but still 
packed a power ful punch. 

When he awoke on the m orn ing of the Fourth-the onl y ti.rne 
he ever dra nk-he st ar ted off wit h a few scotch es to get the feel, 
then mix ed wi th the cro w d at the fr ee drink booth where all 
Tientsin turn ed out to join in the festivities. After several 
toast s, his m ind went bac k to the wron gs England had heaped 
upon th e States to cause the R evolu t ion, and th e more he thought 
about th em th e more indi gnant he grew, unt il he decided it was 
time to m ak e repri sals. Then he st art ed out to clean up every 
Engli shm an he could lay hand s on. Before any one knew wh at 
was happening he had smacked a couple of men off their feet, 
an~ within a few minutes th e place was empty and he was swag
gering down Victori a Ro ad lookin g for more meat. But the 
street was also desert ed. 

My hom e-leave w as du e th e 15th of July. A few days after 
the Fourth I w as relieved and took a coast ship to Shanghai. 'fhe 
minute I land ed I discovered to my intense surprise that, in spite 
o~ the. fact th at I had found it necessary to adjust my self .to 
Tientsm, com pared to Shan ghai it was dead. The Shanghai noise 
and ru sh were so entirely foreign that the y seemed to h ave in
creased t en-fold since I h ad been there. Driving throu gh the 
bustle. and racket of the traffic , later standing on a corner along 
Nankmg Road, then in the Astor House where every one was 
bu sy dashing to and fro, I listened and w atched in am azernent , 
Ha~ I at one time actually been tearing around in this jerky, 
str amed, ~ur ried way? It was hard to believe. Th e peopl e are 
mad, I said to myself, compl etely m ad; it all seems so unneces
sary; they can't possibly get any more done by moving around 
at such a. r~:e; and yet this insane, useless rush of cities is what 
we ~all civiliz ation; why, no one takes or has the time to think 
or live. 

I passed the examin ation in oral Chinese and copped the $ 5 OO, 
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went on a wild farewell part y given by the new Number One 
(the Grand Old Man from the South had retired) and the next 
a~ternoon stepped aboard the S. S. Siberia bound for San Fran
cisco. I had been knocking around China for exactly four years. 



HOME!:ILEAYE 

MIDDLE OF JULY TO MIDDLE OF NOVEMBER: 1915 

AUGUST, SEPTEMBER AND oc
tober I spent in different parts of the Stat~s and saw only ~ha~ 
seemed to be a few minor changes but which I later recognize 
as having a great deal of significance. 

On the first morning of our arrival in San Francisco (five of us, 
including Bartlett, came across together) I stood in the en trance 
of the St. Francis Hotel enjoying the air and the colors of the 
park and surrounding buildings, sharpened by the city's boas~ed 
rarefied atmosphere, idly thinking of what I had missed dunng 
those four years in China. I was recalling the day, a week before 
in Honolulu, when, slipping away from the others, I stood on 
a hill above the city looking down over the ocean, staring .at 
the exquisite tones of blues and greens brought out by the bril
liant sunlight reflected from the coral reef, then turning to gaze 
at the gorgeous array of foliage and flowers filling the city. Some
thing purely physical inside welled up and almost brought tears 
to my eyes, and I suddenly realized that the whole time awaY 
I had really seen no color but dull, drab browns, broken in the 
summer time by the monotonous green of small, isolated patches 
of trees and fields of grain and vegetables. All that China-the 
real China of the interior-had to give was the feeling of age 
and space-the spirit of melancholia and loneliness that seeks 
outlets for its vague yearnings in folk-songs and religions. That 
was why, I decided, all the foreign paintings I had seen of 
China missed; artists raved over Soo chow bridges and Peking 
temples; but they failed completely to get the feel of the soul 
of the country-its age and space and stillness. 
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My thoughts were broken by two of the other fellows. rush
ing up all out of breath and calling to me t? come q~ickly; 
they wanted to show me something; never mmd what it was; 
come along. . 

Leading me down to a corner on Market Street, they excitedly 

pointed their fingers at the traffic, "Look!" h h k d 
I looked but saw nothing out of the way. Then ~ ey c ec th·e 

ff b d I T Fo ·ds runnmg near e 
o as efore us passed open mo e 1 .' db d · ·d h tl no car oar signs s1 ewalk, almost on top of eac o 1er, carryi O h 

d . . ,, 1. For almost an our we 
rea mg, "5 ~ to the stat10n . itneys. . · k l 

d . l b e it only cost a mc e ro e up and down the street, sIIDp Y ecaus 
a trip. d l Another chap ha run 

But the big surprise was to come ater. . If d te fi.ve 
h · d h1mse an a 

across a restaurant where e waite on fi. h t he was 
. W th ught at rst t a 

courses for tlurty-five cents. e O h 11· g the 
II. . . d d found e waste m 

pu mg a Joke, but tr acked 1t own a? . 1 d ·ters and 
h I pie ·e up wai 

trut . We passed through a turnsti e, d'- .d h ks to oet 
I t r an pa1 c ec o 

cut ery, chose dishes from a long coun e . the cafeteria. 
back out to a table. San Francisco was innov ating f the Grand 

B d . I by the way o 
art an I decided to go 10me I d · San Fran-c vr t our ast ay m ' anyon and New Orleans. \\, e spen e ran into six 

· I . h b · de streets w ciso exp ormg. On one of t e usy si bl k The fronts, 
II d . t one oc . 

sma movie houses, all jamme 111 0 . · h oigantic head-
PI d · mm o wit o astere with white banners, screa 0 1.k h midway of a 
I' 1 I hd I e t e mes scrawled in red and blac '-, 00 '-. h 1· ·n - -A 
th · · eh ·he C ap m 1 • .nvmg county fair: "Today- ar ful of Laughs-At His 
Riot of Mirth-A Knockout-A Belly · I Hit-" 
G T . h-Sensationa . 

reatest-A Scream-Latest nump d f Charlie Chaplin, 
All for one nickel. We had never h~~r ~he crowds pouring 

?ut standing across the street and watc .dmdg h re must be some-
m d I h dec1 e t e an out, we looked at eac 1 ot er, lk d · Seated on camp 
th· · d wa e m. mg to it, forked out ten cents an 1. t le heavy air, we 
eh . . I 11 . ha in o s a ' f 11 airs m the narrow stuffy 1a , in ° d. Chaplin e 

h , d the au ience. 
Watc ed this Chaplin and listene to 1 good grip on 
d · A b lldog too<. a 

own stairs-the crowd roared. u uted-Chaplin ran down 
the seat of his trousers-the crowd sho . a small cane--
the street with shufiling, slue-footed steps, waving 
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the people around us whooped. Then some one smashed a pie 
against his face, and he mopped it off with a look of reproach 
and infinite sadness-the house rocked with laughter. 

We came out into the light and walked slowly down the 
street, wiping the sweat from ou r faces. We stopped and stared 
back at the banners. 

"Pretty sad," said Bart. 
"Pretty sad," I echoed. 
"What is it?" he asked. 
I thought awhile. 
"People are going crazy," I offered. 
Bart thought awhile. 
"People are going crazy," he agreed. 
We walked on. 
The only innovation that New York seemed to have made 

during our absence was the establishment of orange drink stands. 
We could hardly turn a corner without running into one. The 
noise and rush remained unchanged, intensified the same feeling 
I had when passing throu gh Shanghai, that the people were 
stark, raving mad. Such haste was senseless; they h ad not learned 
to take time and live. 

At home I found a Sunday Blue Law in effect, no soft drinks 
or cigarettes sold and all street cars stopped during church time· 
I took my mother to the mountains. 

Three months lat er, when I went aboard the Shi nyo Mar1J 
bound again for China, I was still thinking: what a wonderful, 
beautiful country we had but how we worked to destroy its 
charm. And the terriflic rush! After all, the Chinese could 
teach us a lot. 

XXV 
LATE FALL AND WINTER OF 1915-SUMMER 

OF 1916 

back. to Chi11a to live in Shaughai-night life-English societyd 
d th A · Jews Portug1iese an an e strai n on bank. clerks- merr.cans, ' 

half-cast es-the Great War starts a b1i.siness boO?n 

WHEN I ARRIVED BACK IN 

Sh h · · b 1915 the company 
h ang a1 m the early part of Nov~m :r, de Tu~kish-and put 

ad added a new line of cigarettes-hig! 1 0 ra d H was soon 
a man in charge to handle it direct with Lon on. e 
due f l l d · to take over. or 1ome eave and I steppe 1Il • h 'ty intensively 

Fo h I · ned 1n t e c1 , r t e next eleven months remai Ch' holes-in-the-
cultivating the local hi o-h-ar ade market, dmese.1 hanaouts 
Wall d . o c, h ber an sa1 or ' c, ' 

1 an smg-song houses, beac corn . d foreian pop
ead · h l 'fhe scatter e c, d 
I, mg ote s, clubs and restaurants. . ·zed cabaret an 

u atio .1 · Amencalll ' . n was st1 1 small· the mov1es, l moral atmos-
n1ght 1 b I ' h . int to t 1e un ' h c u 1ad not yet added t eir ta . . k has and carriages 
P ere; and most of the people still rode Ill nc sd 1 T Ford as the 
or o h 0 th the mo e d . n t e trams. The motor car, w1 I d v It was use 
p1one . . . ake 1ea wa, · er, was Just begmnmg to rn, . . · to hire one to 
rnostl b b . five ch1ppmg m 
h Y Y us mess men, four or d homes 

aul th b I offices an · em ac <. and forth between . r ited way-to 
Shanghai's night life was limited-Ill an. u~ imheyday called 

an i · . h East Ill its ' l ~stitut1on, famous throu ghout t e 
ouis Ladow's Carlton Cafe and Restaur ant. 

2H 

~--
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Ladow catered to all the big parti es and receptions and served 
excellent dinners with music to the city's foreign society-full 
dress, please. But by ten o'clock the mixed dinner parties ended 
and only men were left. That was understood. From ten on 
until bleak dawn other ladies of various nationalities, American, 
English, French and perhap s Germ an, Ru ssian, Italian and 
Spani sh, from forbidding looking grey stone houses in Kiangse 
and Soochow Streets, drifted in and out, shooting up the sales 
of champagnes and sparkling burgundies to enormous quantities. 
They were known as the Kiangse Road \Y/ omen. 

Almost every afternoon at four one of these Cyprians, arrayed 
in the latest style from Paris and loaded with diamonds and 
jade, was seen driving a swanky dog cart down Nanking Road 
into the country for an airing, a niafu in uniform sitting at her 
left holding a silky haired Pekinese in his lap, and two in similar 
uniforms seated with folded arms in the rear. Another drove 
the most fashionable motor car in Shanghai, custom built 
brougham design body of black, finished inside with expensi~e 
mauve tapestry. The remark was often made about several tat
pans that they could always tell when their wives had glimp:ed 
one of these ladies on the street by the way dressmaking bills 
took sudden, alarming jumps. 

Shanghai foreign society was divided by sharp lines. The Eng
lish were strictly subdivided; a man was known by his type of 
business, the clubs to which he belonged and the number of 
ponies he owned. Like the Boston Cabot s and Lodges of yester
year, the taipans of the leading import and export houses ac
knowledged only bank taipans, an d the bank taipans acknowl
edged only themselves and brigadier generals and admirals. In 
similar manner, bank clerks (pr. darks) were all ex-public school 
boys and stood a step above one who was in trade, even though 
the latter had also received an exclusive education. 

Holding up their end, however, kept the poor bank clerks 
under a continual financial strain. The most convenient, and 
at the same time the most disintegrating, part of life through
out the Far East was the insidious chit system. The word, chit, 
has two distinct meanings: personal message and I. O. U. Since 
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the cost of sending a personal note was almost nil and had none 
of the drawbacks of a t elephone conversation, every one c?m
municated both in business and socially, through the medium 
of a chit book. The only trouble was that the receiver always 
left his or her initials in the margin; as a consequence t~ per£ 
centage of scandals and social quarrels was far above ~t 0 

Th · es of several ta1pa1ts even a very small American town. e wiv . 1 
h d h . . b d , ffi s at reo-ular mterva s 

a a ab1t of visitino- their hus an s O ce ' . b k f · 
1 k O h · I chit boo ·s, orcmg to oo over the signatures of t e1r persona l 

h h . . . f drawers known on Y to t em to ide extra ones m private sa e 
themselves and their secretaries. . 1 than s· · f · opulat10n was ess ince the total Shang hai oreign P d ontained 
twenty-five thousand , excluding the Japaneshe,. anf canythino
n I b · I ould si o-n c 1ts or o o a ormg c ass, almost anyone c O II f · banks and 
anywhere instead of paying cash. Now, a. ::i~:al heads of 
every large tradino- house had compradors, d der them 
many firms, handli~g all the cash and acc7nts, ;.n e:; properly 
Were bill collectors called shroffs. To hold up is decent mess, 
th b 1 1 I f h me ha to run a e an<. c er<. coming out rom O • f I b d all that sort 
keep a pony and belong to the right ki?d O Ide u sd~~on they were 
of th. s· h quaint O tra i ' h mg. mce, in line wit some · h . e one arrived t e 
always lowly paid, within a year of the tune of several thou
comprador held him in his clutches to t e tun 
sand taels. h ff with warrants 

D . h 5 d '16 s ro s 11· urmg t e year of 191 an . h · ps foresta mg 
swarmed around the Bund and on out.going sl ~ g, in the effort 
ev f 11 ws were ma on d 

ery move hundreds of young e O e old dowagers an 
to return home and join in the War, .Som pecially the bank 
loose talkers hinted that many of the t~,p~ns, e1er to be sure of 
Orie · · habit in or h 
k s, encouraged the chit signing I not vouch for t e 

eep· h . f ff . t· but can ing t e1r oreign sta mtac , 
absolute truth of this rumor. d de few discrimina-
. ihe Americans were a friendly 1?~ an f ha British or French; 

tions. We lacked the colonizing spirit: : eur heads that some 
most of us had the feel in o-in the bac O 1? For that reason, 
day b f o b 1 h me to ive. f e ore long we would go ac '- 0 f d O clubs o our 
Probably more than any other, we had orrne n 
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own, and lived in more or less furnished houses or at the Astor 
House. Social life was limited chiefly to swapping tea, tennis and 
cocktail parties and Saturday night dances at the Astor. . 

During the week I spent most of my evenings in my room in 

the English boarding house where I had settled, digging away at 
advertising. Our advertising manager, a finished technician, and 
I had become good friends, and I was up in his department what 
spare time I could manage. I kept away from the main office
I was afraid of getting caught in internal politics. 

Inside the race-course grounds a section was laid aside for a 
baseball diamond and a small grandstand. Through the sum
mer the different ships played off a series of matches; and 0 ~ 

Saturday and Sunday afternoons one of them or the picke 
team of the fleet, played against the Shanghai civilians. I. held 
down center field and a well-wishing friend of mine with a 
voice like a foghorn at times created rather embarrassing situa-
tions. . 

A big, husky lad of a.bout twenty-seven or eight, he was ~ 
charge of one of the sailor bars, the lowest kind of dive, bac d 
of the Astor. He was tough, and with his flattened nose an 
wide, loose-lipped mouth, looked it. On hot summer mornings 
around eleven I had the habit of dropping in now and then °~ 
business. At that time of the day the place was empty, and 
stayed awhile to chat over an ice cold lemonade, one of the tWO 
drinks-the other a pick-up-that only the toughest and l?w
est barkeeps seem to be able to mix properly. Our discussiort 
started with the last scrap in his joint and ended on basebal · 
Every Saturday and Sunday afternoon he was seated on the 
bottom row of the bleachers, dressed in his tight-fitting best 
blue serge suit, rooting in a voice that could be heard across the 
entire race course, every time I was up to bat or a ball came mY 
way in the field: "Hey, Hutch, old boy, I'm witcher, old boy! 
Right at 'em, now!" 

Aside from the French, who never strayed from their oWtl 

small cliques, the Jew, Portuguese and half-castes also lived segre
gated social lives. Most of the Jews carried on business in such 
a secretive way that no outsider was ever quite sure of the source 
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f h . . · t ·p ns they were the only o t e1r incomes. Also , exceptmg at a , £ 
h . I d I l or in the process o ac-ones w o were either a rea y wea t 1y . 

B d d and some American. cumulating fortunes. Some were ag a . f h 
. . d t · wluch many o t em Opium was the best paying pro uc m 

dealt. If 
h P O ese and the ha -castes 

To discriminate between t e ortubu . . h h f I They 
. d'd ·x wit t em ree y. was difficult for one who i not mi d k the same 

had somewhat the same color and features. anl . J~ ~owels and 
English learned in local schools, so perfectllmds 1ha e true English 

. . h . . 1 h e been ea e t e enunciation t at 1t m1g 1t av d h The former 
h . ate t e two. speec . But one oreat difference separ oud More 

h . b • £ I · h he was very pr · 
ad his own exclusive circle o w uc , ht or ten· and 
f . f ·1y ran to e1g ' o ten than not the immediate ami f ·1·es of the 
I I . a dozen ami i 

W 1en all of the relatives, ma ung up ' h a week as 
h d to oet er once , 

same generous proportions, gat ere. d ~ocial circle, sufficiently 
they usually did, they made a good size 1. . people and con-
1 . Th re a re io1ous 'd d arge to satisfy anyone. ey we lb ultitude divi e 
t 1 . wh)' sue 1 a m s ant y mtermarried one reason 

, T ment surnames. 
among themselves so few New esta f wl nor oood red 

B h . h fish nor o b d ut t e half-caste was neit er the foreioner an 
h · e between b erring. He floated in a vague spac . h He reached roa-
th eh· d by eit er. e mese and was never accepte Englishmen, was 
t . 1· h than most d unty early, spoke better Eng is l ked stability an a 
q . 1 . d b ·11· t· but he ac . h u1c c-w1tte and often n ian , l . 1 before eig teen 

. · f t 1e gir s d 
sense of proportion. The maJontY. 0 h 1e appeal, an to 
w . hl d d with t e san . . f ere nc y beautiful, en owe h draw quantities 0 

an equal degree as the high yellows w 1° b Unfortunately, 
b , . ht CU S, h 

ankers and brokers to Harlem nig d lay in the fact t at 
they aged quickly and grew stout. Tragedy scended from a :fine 
a b y were e . d e tnong oth men and women man h" hly cultivate typ ' 
line on each side and were themselves a ig 

only to be socially outcast. were the clerks, bookd 
These Portuguese and half-caste men h · Their sisters acte 

k f Shang ai. · es 
eepers and assistant accountants O d secretaries; someurn 

as file clerks, typists, stenographe_rs a:ometimes (in haste) an 
they married one of their own kind, 
outsider. 
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Except among males, the Chinese and foreigners mixed socially 
only on semi-public occasions such as a reception, banquet or 
garden party. The few Chine se women who appeared were west
ernized, usually wore semi-foreign dress and spoke English. The 
vast majority of Chinese families, however, was still ruled by the 
ancient laws of Confucius. Even in broad-minded Shanghai 
hundreds of thousands of women saw the outside of their com
pounds only once a year, on Lantern Night, when paper lanterns 
were hung at the gates and all females of the households stood 
in the entrances. 

The Chinese men were hesitant about mixing socially with the 
foreigner, least with the French who met them as equals, most 
with the Engli sh, the majority of whom were innately patron
izing. I often heard Englishmen make slighting remarks about 
the country and its people with Chinese listening, and have see? 
them lose their temper over a trifle and bawl one out unrnerc!
fully. This attitude of superiority, adopted chiefly by men in 
minor positions, cultivated a deep and lasting, silent bitterness 
on the part of the Chinese, a feeling of helpless rage. 

Soon after my arrival in Shanghai I joined the American vol
unteers. Every nationality had its corps. With the country at 
loose ends, conflicting parties, the rise of the new profession ~£ 
"war lord" and the ever present possibility of some small inci
dent breaking out in mob violence, they were a necessity. At 
regular intervals we drilled, practised on the rifle range in the 
outskirts of the North Side, and on rare occasions had sham 
battles. 

:-:- ,:. 

The stout Jew whose place I had taken while he was on borne 
leave returned in the spring with a wife, and that summer took 
her with ~im on a trip to the north and through Manchuria. I 
stayed on m Shanghai. He returned in the late fall with glowing 
accounts of the wonderful Turkish high-grade market in Man
churia and its marvelous future. The Number One decided that 
I should follow up on the good work started . 
. -:W-hen I left for Tientsin in October, Shanghai was on a rapidly 

nsmg wave of prosperity. Broken down production in Europe 
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was sending up the export trade by leaps and bounds. Ships 
were at a premium. An acquaintance, a ship broker who had 
been dragging along for seven or eight lean years after a lost 
tussle with the rubber market, got hold of an old warped hulk 
and cleaned up a commission of twenty thousand_ taels, ma~y 
times its actual value. Hides and skins, tallow, dned eggs, _oils 
and spices were sellino- abroad at unheard of prices .. The un-

b . li f f ·e on ooods 
port trade reacted by an increase m new nes O 01 10 " ' 

new projects and motor cars. . 1 d 
Sun Yat Sen, the reformer vice president, was c~ymg 0 ~ :: 

than ever for railroads-China's sorest need-and it. seeme 
if h 1 l · f b ·ng given attention. e were a most on t 1e pomt o ei 
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Tientsin z b b a so ooms but rub! b 
M

oykdloses. his last chance t ze· kuyh~rs are unha JJ J;y - an cx-coW-
u en is h k O tc is f ath p l . ·t f as oc ing surj" · · er- e,ung v ultur es-

1 s eet-D · Jnse-a N ew Y k h -th azren a modern w t . or orse-car dying 01i 
e Engl' h es ern city / t · l th . is 1nan who h t d - os ma Japanese hate 

eir nione d . a e corresp d d Y an girls-a J p . on · ence-J a panese an 
a anese dinn er p h 

consul's b · th z arty-the Frenc 
tr ~ ay 

the same electrified b . AT TIENTs1 Shanghai Old . usmess atmos h N I ST EPPED INTO 

placing a~d :11:1ers who had beeJ ere. I had left behind ill 
fixed corn ~e~eivmg their standard pdassmg their day s placidly 

m1ss10ns w or ers and I any price t , ere now runn. acceptin a regu ar 
b o meet th . mg arou cl . b 

ea led in by the· e mcreased demand f n m circl es, paying 
back at ten . tr correspondents b or standard products 

tunes n l a road d . men turned b k orma value. A b, an mvoicing thel11 
and 'lk ro ers b . num er of h m1 ing th ' uymg from eh· s rewd business 
the e mark cl mese f f · 
S 

notes at h ld et ry, thus fo . or uture deliveries 
pu t o -up . rcmg tl . n , an Am . prices in ord 1e exporter to buY 

size r · f erican Je er to fill h. 
gambl:in orced rickshaw, _so stout that he h is requiremen~s. 
up d on a large l with three cool· ad to use a special 

overnigh sea e i . 1es to . Not t severa1 .11. n gram, and Wa . move 1t along, 
every one h mi ion taels. s said to have cleaned 

' owev ' er, was sitting 
242 so pretty. The mourners' 
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bench was ov d d . rubl E er-crow e with former purchasers of Russian 
to M h . ear t 1ousan s o coo 1es from Shantung trekked es. very y I d f 1· 

anc una to h l seaso . arves t t 1e soya bean crop, at the end of the 
n returmn t h . h I d . they . . g o t eir omes oa ed down with rubles which 

the unme
1
diately exchanged for silver, thereby knockin~ down 

norm a rate t fif . . the bi en or teen per cent. But w1thm a few months 
ru e was . . peak · up agam at par. By buymg and selling at the 

th an s ~any forei gne rs were cleaning up a greater annual profit 
the r;bfet bro~ght in by their regular business. In 1915, when 
the G. continued a steady decline, the mourners, certain that 
Iowe r ~,t. War could not go on any length of time, bought to 
erin r t ei~ margin , and watched in a panic, borrowing ~nd cov
kno!: until they had nothing left but worthless paper. One well
touch n £exporter had even mortgaged his safe. Another, as a 

1 ° h sarcasm, papere d his walls with 100-ruble notes. 
11 t e comp ' ffi I b · · · 'lk stri any s o ce ran across a ox contammg tiny si · tw,f• 0! e~ch of which was embroidered the flag of one of the 

Di· .v.e eadmg nations. Sample lots had been shipped to each 
vision b · ff the b ' ut as no one wanted them th ey had been written o 

T· 0 ?ks. I cabled orders to Shan ohai for further shipments to 
ientsm p k" b d ff 

P
r . ' e mg, Mukden and Hankow, then starte o a 
emrnm h · f h em sc eme, a complete set of flags m return or t ree 

ex pity_ cartons, backing it up with window displays in the most 
c usive Ch· d · h I d' Ch· mese shops and two full page sprea s m t e ea mg 
mese cl ·1 · d lu I . ai ies. Returns were oood and I move on to try my 

ccmPk· b' 
B e mg. 

tn ''. 0 re leaving, J ran into Schneider, the ex-cowboy I had 
af~t tn Kalgan on the holiday trip from Peking a few months 
b ekr my arrival in China. He was a wreck. His eyes had gone 

ac o h" S 1 Th fi n 1m and he could hardly see across a room. cote 1. 

a de .r 1st thing he said when he recoonized me was, "How about 
rm c · I' b Id · ' k " And w' m a little short right now, but for o time s sa e--

of d l hen we parted his last speech was a request for a couple 
w o lars. But in spite of all his troubles, his greatest concern 
ic:s about the death of his father the old rancher in New Mex
turi:~tt whom he had fought a iosing battle every time he re· 

ome for a visit. 
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"I don't know " "d S h . , saI c ne1de bi" I . h" 
counted on going b k . . r, m ung Is eyes "I always 

ff . , ac and lickm h · · , ' 
0 • But Its too late H g im Just one t afore he kicked 
they don't make 'em nowb. e was a good old son-of-a-bitch· 

· any etter I · ' ' ever since I got that I . • am t cared much fur nothing 
The Wagons-L" _etter s~ymg he'd kicked off." 

th · Its m Pekmg . e ~enod when the d n was more crowded than during 
pickmgs in Europe w:re a:t~ fell. From what I could see, the 
vultures had skipped to Ch~m, and the financial and political 
government. After I ma to try their luck with the new 
sche a wee c spent · me to work I cau ht tl . putting my merchandising 
late the next afterno!n t~e Tght express and arrived in Mukden 

Bartlett, who had b;e e atter part of November. 
aht the station and led n transferred from Shantung met me 
t e comp , me across cheer! b ' 
th any s mess an old t I ess, are, open fields to 

e entran d .' emp e court · h d ce ma e into a Ii · wit a square room at 
a oar opened into a Ion vmg room, on the back side of which 

rroomhsl along the sides. ¥hnardr_o':" yard with crude Chinese bed-
oug y th e mmg ro ing rown together at O 'd om was a wooden shack 

myself · ne s1 e of th 1· · 
at th ' SIX men, English d A .e IVmg room. Includ-

e mess Th an mer man who ·. e number one for Ma rc~n, were putting up 
had h high-hatted his staff d nc.hur1a, a snooty English-

a ouse a an was 1n t d where h part. The only f . urn openly knocke , 
s oes . ore1gn hot l 

blanket were discarded at h e s were the Japanese 
for pi!I;:pread on mat floors wit~ { entrance, and beds were 

The s. acquered wooden head-rests 

next mornin S 
a couple of h g, unday afte 
time of th ot ers took me aro~ d r a late breakfast Bart and 
Was one v e ylear the cold dry n, to see the city. Even at that 

ast evel , air was d 
road straggl· stretch of treel penetrating. The Ian 
winter after mg towards the city ess space with a deeply rutted 
lost under a sno~ fell it froze on ;hte about a li away. In the 

: road migh;ob;mg ~£ dust, until ~ g:ound .and was gradually 
he spring th buned several f Yb he middle of the season 

and aws ea eet elo h . Were lost · me carts and w t e surface· when 
pilot must kn~unexpected cavitiesc~~~e~s a~ times disa;peared 

ev-ery square inch 0 ; :'7Ith slush; as a ship's 
his channel so a good 
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driver had to be aware of every turn and twist of the roads 

he travelled. 
~he Old Marshal, as he was called, who through nerve and 

Chmese finesse had risen from a coolie to be ruler of Man
~huria, had the reputation of being the most progressive official 
m all of China, and Willard Straight, former consul, was sup
posed to have started him on a lavish program of reforms based 

on American ideas and ideals. 
\Vhen I saw along the way scattered groups of shops, modeled 

more or less after western style, I was beginning to feel enthu
siastic about the improvements the Old Marshal was putting 
over. But when we reached the time and weather worn wall, 
with deep gaps where bricks had decomposed and fallen apart in 
pulverized pieces, I received a great surprise. Looking ahead 
down the main street the city inside appeared to be dead. Onl y 
one out of every eight or ten shops was open; the others were 
merely a row of wooden shutters. A few shopkeepers stood in 
their doorways with hands tucked inside the sleeves of their 
gowns padded with sheepskin and stared dejectedly at the 
half-dozen stragglers tramping by with eyes on the mounds and 

hollows before their feet. 
In reply to my questioning I was told that the city was in 

a state of bad depression. The previous spring the Old ~arshal 
had started off an expansion boom in a big way but 1t had 
slowly petered out. He had hoped to persuade a_ goodl~ portion 
of the Shantung immigrants to send for their famI!1es. and 
remain as permanent citizens. But the coolies loved their birth
place and all but a few carried away their earnings at the end 
of the soya bean harvest. One by one the over-hopeful shop
owners had seen their savings and credit dwindle ~way, were 
unable to pay rent, said ''m ei yu fat ze," shrugged their shoulders 

and closed shop. 
The ambitious Old Marshal was getting along in years and 

had started his reform campaigns too late. He had a son, much 
too young yet to be of any use, and, too, the Chinese said, he 
was a delicate child, even if he lived to manhood he would never 

be able to follow in his father's footsteps. 
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The only modern touch I sa . M 
street car pulled b w ill ukden was a n arrow gauge 
d Y an aged po I · own remains had b ny. n 1ts youth the se bro ken 
C . een one of th fi h . 1ty when the ste . I . e rst or se cars m New York 
B . rn e1g 1t1es we e . . . . 

ut It could have h d b r givmg way to the gay nmet1es. 
f a no etter end· . 1 h h gone rom the w· d mg, a t oug the glass was 

· . m ows and all th · 1 d its sides it was t -11 d e pam t 1a been scratched off 
' s 1 oggedl d · · b. . . . each day into th 1. Y omg its 1t bnngmg happiness 

. e ives of hund d f Ch" standing room. re s o mese who overflowed 

.on Monday mornin I ot h 
spindly, sheep-£ d g g old of our Chinese assistant, a 
th ace yes-man d h e market. The fi d ' an spent t e day going over 
shelves loaded with rst ealer_ I called on had almost his entire 
I k d h our leadm o- b d Th as · e t e dealer h 1 b ran · at looked splendid. 
d . . ow sa es we k. 
d espa1rmgly. Not so d re ma mg out. He shook hi s head 
bay? Some day s one goo · How many cartons did he sell a 

ought them? Japan:seso~ two and occasionally none. Who 
and a half cases-I 750 · ow much stock did he have? Three 
were t 1 ' cartons Wh h d h Hen on cons· · Y a e bought them:> They 
months he could tu~~n~e~, a~d he was told that aft~r two 
return them now? ac w at he failed to sell-could he 

At every sho . 
asked th . p m Mukden I found h 
that h e assistant how it had h t e same situation. When I 

d t e stout Jew had . . dappened he meekly informed rne 
an get · ms1ste 0 
to take ~mg a g~od display; now ~~verstocking all the dealers 
~ k ack their stocks Y all Wanted the company 
-pac at the offi . 

who gave ce I had a talk with th . . . 
directo f me the low-down T e D1v1s10n number two 

rs ro h · wo m h had stopp d m t e London office on~ s before three top 
his trip toe e~ver for a few days.' ~~/ trip through the East, 
arrived, h/ h there two weeks ah d stout Je w h ad arranged 
shop in th ~d persuaded al ea · By the time the directors 

e city I most every J 
and display to oad up the· h l apanese and Chinese 
h cards Th 1r s e v d s owed his ha .' en he took the d' es an put out banners 

backed up b ndrwork. With man ~~ct~rs around and proudly 
Worked up / the shops' signed y ~ Jectives and gesticulations, 

Ver the marvelous mor kers, he soon had them all 
ar et M h . d anc una offered an 
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the way the consumer was taking to the product. All that was 
neede~, he pointed out, was a little intelligent follow-up work. 
The directors okeyed his orders on London for three hundred 
cas~s (thirty thous and cartons) to be shipped to Mukden at once. 
This was the reason I had been sent up to carry on. 

I set myself two tasks : to find out the exact state of the market 
and to appoint, if possible, a Jap anese distributor for the entire 
Manchurian market. After failing in Mukden to locate a Jap
anese business man or banker who was willing to sign up a con
tract without some tricky clause attached, I took a sleeper on the 
South Manchuri an Railway line to Dairen. In every respect, 
except for their smaller size the cars were the same as the Amer-. ' ican pullman. The S.M.R. at th at time was one of the best 
paying railroads in the world; the income from the yearly haulage 
of bean and kaoli ang crops paid into the J apanese ~overnme~t 
treas~ry, after deducting the overhead for the te,rrific costs m 
colomal administration and developments, came to almost as 
much as the total income tax in the Japanese islands. 

At the railway station I was met by a Jap anese porter in a 
regular foreign oold br aided blue uniform, deposited in a motor 
car and whirled bthrough broad, clean boulevard s into ~ circ~lar 
plaza with garden plots in the center and at one end an rm~osmg 
foreign hotel of the size and looks of a leading hostelry m one 
of the laroer American cities. The tiled lobby was so huge and 
em?ty th:t, arriving on a cold day, it gave me a shivery feeling 
as if I were in a morgue. . . . 

After the desk clerk had finished politely mhalmg his b~eath 
through his mouth and bowino over my name on the register, 
a boy carried my bags over t; the lift ( always lift in the _Far 
East), whisked me up to the third floor and ushered_ me mto 
an enormous double room with two windows shaded with Vene
ti ~n. blinds overlooking the plaza. To t~e left was the ad
mm.1stration build ing designed in a s_w~epm.g curve, ~nly -~o 
stones high but as modern in its stnkrng Imes and s1mphc1ty 
as the American modern architecture of today. The only oth:r 
piece of architecture I had seen prev iously that could be classi
fied today as modern was the hotel at Tokio, done by Frank 
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Lloyd Wright and finished shortly before I h ad gone on home
leave. 

My room also had a double size bathroom, but before he 
left with his twenty sen tip the boy showed me an array of show
ers, about ten in all, off the main hall. So far I h ad seen no other 
guest. After cleaning up I went down to the dining room, an
other voluminous chamber, part paneled and decorated with fresh 
flowers. My isolation was relieved here by three plump little Jap
anese waitresses in native dress, who stood at one end whispering. 
Strolling through the corridors after breakfast, I discovered _an 
auditorium large enough to hold several hundred people, with 
a lacquered screen for a curtain that, I was told, cost twenty 
thousand yen. Next I tracked down a combin ed reading room 
and library, back of that a bar and billiard room where the Gar
gantuan proportions of the interior reached a climax. Yet still 
no sign of another guest. In a wondering daze I wandered back 
to the desk and asked the clerk how many were in the hotel. 
~ot counting myself there were three: two Japanese and a Rus
sian colonel. 

The Japanese were investing so heavily in Manchuria that I 
could. form only one conclusion: only one-eighth of the Jap
anese islands was inhabitable, and sooner or later, by quick, sud
d~n moves or by slow, forced evolution, Manchuria would be 
a ded .on as an annex to the badly over-crowded empire. 

A little after ten I sauntered down one of the wide boule
vards, w~ich for cleanliness and spaciousness would have done 
a:? foreign city proud, to call on the Englishman in charge for 
th e company. I had never met him before but had been told that 

e Was a · · d 
·nt h curiosity and something of a freak. When I walke 1 o t e office d k d h · h 
coughed . an as e t e Chmese clerk for Mr. Hazleton, e 

« Ill embarrassment. 
He not up y h . · d 

in a lo . et; e never hke be disturb before ten " he sa1 
w Voice 1 l · · 1 ' · k 

last night he ' 0 ? {.1Ug cautious Y over his shoulder, «J thin 
I asked hout dinner very late." 

w ere he 1 · d d h 1 I 
stepped insid d ive an t e c erk pointed to the back. 
in a brilliant!~ a; threw open the door. There sat Hazletoll 

owered dressing gown, having breakfast, with 
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. . (J anese paper in English) propped 
the Manchuri an Daily News ap ll d h. If from the wicker 

. H l 1 unr ave e imse 
up before hun. e s ow Y I d d held out his hand. 
lounge chair in which he was sp~w e I' an er expected you until 

"Oh, I say, I'm sorry,_ old cdaph, nl e; deep vibration of a 
" H. 1 o1ce ha t e s o ' . ' tomorrow. 1s ow v th , . ht· today's Monday, 1sn t 

b · h d "Oh yes at s ng ' I lil ass-piano c or . , ' devil of a bother in a p ace (e 
it? Days of the week are such a f II ;,.., Like they want to 

1 I ut a e ow ,_,,. b 
this. A bally rotten 10 e to P f h. o- Nothing to do ut 

d I t sort o t mb. f get rid of a fell ow an t 1a h e can make up a our-
. . h lub w en on . play a bit of bndge at t e c . e time to get m some 

some. But I'm satisfied if they are1! ?1ve~:graphy and all that 
. . b h po 1t1cs, · t a good readmg-senous oo '- ' I Excuse me JUS 

' d ·t most paces. sort of thin o-. Couldn t O 1 h il " 
b I over t e ma . bl 

minute, old man, while I g ance.1 which was lying on the ta e 
While he sorted out the mai ' . He was an enlarged 

1 ked him over. h by the side of his plate, I oo h tandino- features emp a-
l. · h t e outs b 11 image of George Ar 1ss wit ful hooked nose, sma 

· h a power d sized. A long horse face wit d t pale blue eyes un er 
d b ed eep-se b t over supercilious mouth an or ' d h had the same en -

sandy shaggy brows. When he stoo . :eet in height. Complet-
11 over six h d h calm-posture as Arliss, but was we . I and detac e , t e 

h t impersona h f y man ing the whole, he had t e mos d de of speec o an 
l .b nner an mo ·f he were a est and most de i erate, ma I t inhuman, as 1 

H ed a mos 
I had ever met. e seem r h 6d novels. . lk d 
character out of one of the Engh is and while doing so ta ed 

·1 . two eaps, . d esn't nee He sorted the ma1 mto "H n This one 0 

half to himself and h~lf to me:6.le st:k: Now they'll w~n:hr:{ 
an answer. It can go mto the. . the abeyance file an 

. . · I'll ut it m d 1 s expect an to this, I imagme, so P estions an a way I h 11 
it over. They ask such asinine qu, another. I dare say hs a 

I Here s b I ave answer. A lot of bal Y rot. l . too Into a eyance. d 
h . bl dyt1mg · Id ·fI osay have to reply to t is oo d one o man, i . 

d · lly goo ' durm o-
a system, you kn~w, an a JO Id all the mail that ~omes if i~ 
so. I have the Chmese dark ho. After I look it over, file 
the week until Monday mor;irag· it aside in the abern~; out 
seems to call for an answer { On Tuesda y I ta e 
until Tuesday the following wee · 
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and give it a fresh look-see and decide what I shall do about it. 
But I put it back again, you see, to give myself a chance to 
m~ll over my reply and be sure it's right. So, you see, when I 
write my reply on Wedne sday the week after, I know it's correct. 
! fi.nd it an excellent system. If they would only adopt one like 
It m Shanghai they wouldn't write such bloody, silly letters, 
cut their stationery costs in half and not cause so much useless 
bother. You see, I've gone into this question as a hobby in my 
spare time, and, frankly, old man, most business letters should 
never be written. But I suppose Shanghai has to have something 
to do." 

~or the next two days I trotted around the city talking to 
~hmese dealers and getting in touch with Japanese bankers and 
rmporters and exporters, knocking off at five to have tea and 
play bridge in the little club with Hazleton, the French consul 
and a nondescript whom I have forgotten. 

The more I checked on the market and asked questions, the 
mor~ clearly I saw what I had guessed in Mukden, that the po
tential sale of a Turkish brand was limited almost wholly to 
the Japanese. With the assistance of Hazleton and the French 
c.onsul I managed to find an interested banker who migbt pos-
s1bl d b · · Y O usmess on a strictly straightforward contract basis. 
After a couple of conferences he invited me on a sukiya!d party 
ad: t_he leading Japanese restaurant. Hazleton was also asked but 

ishked to be bothered. 
f Although Dairen-with its wide streets containing three and 
d out story foreign office buildings, its administrat ive offices, 
~c s and railroad and shipbuilding yards-on the surface had 

t J. appearance of a prosperous western industrial city, stuck 
0 du:1 one section was a purely Chinese city of shops and homes, 
an m another d d d d 

h a crow e quarter of regular Japanese woo an 
pa per ouses I f h 
t · n one corner o t e latter the :first class res-
aurants and i I h . · d 

of th J g r ouses combmed to keep even the highest pat 
e apanese g 

Most of the aovernm:nt serv~nts heavily in debt. . 
on a rep! J panese m the city were in government service 

acement ba · f f a common sis a ter a ew years' term and there was 
rumor to the effect that not one h~d ever returned 
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home at the end of his time with money saved. A well-known 
saying explained how Dairen managed to carry on :financially 
through an automatic circle of exchange: the government em
ployees spent all their earnin o-s on the girls; the girls passed it 
on to the shops; the governm:nt took it from the shops in high 
taxes and gave it back in salaries to the employees. From what 
I saw, this saying did not greatly exaggerate. . . 

The restaurant to which I was taken was of the ordinary kmd, 
only more elaborate. \Y/e left our shoes at the door and sat 
on a mat floor around a small table. My host had invited :fi:e of 
his Japanese friends, all in foreign clothes, and before the d~nne~ 
started, sent for geisha girl partners. The main dish was s1!kiya!u, 
made up of a mixture of fresh vegetables and small slivers of 
meat or chicken brouo-ht in raw on trays and cooked by the 
diners in an open met;J bowl over a charcoal :fire. It was _eaten 
With rice and a stirred raw egg poured on as a sauce. Foreigners 
loved it, always over-ate and had nightmares afterwar ds, but 

Were always eager to stuff it down again . . f 
Wh h d . d I t I was m a amous en t e meal started I iscovere t 1a · 

PI I f I'd o- Id and the res-ace; t 1e plates and bowls were o soi 00 . . au 
taurant was widely known as the Golden Dish. The g~1s m ~e, h-
tifully colored silk kimonos and obis sat at t~~ s1Aes oh ~e~ 
guest l · · d · h b r and sam. t t e . s, tee pm o- them supphe wit ee h b d 
g . b f I b t as t e eer an 

mnmg every one was polite and orma ' u , ff 
w· b d d vests came o 

me egan to work, faces grew re ' coats _an is ood-
and the dinner settled down to an old-fashioned, no y, g f 
nat d A und eleven some o 
th ure ' rough-house necking party . ro h se resent had 

cl e guests had become so amorous that t ? h p s around 
w· dl cl d" o-wit arm 

in e down to two who were stan inb Id I mater 
each I . . . . t to dear o a ma ' . ot 1er smgmg and dnnlung toas s d · h d 
or 1t J b d y host goo -mg t an 

s apanese equivalent so I a e m h y mato. 
retu cl ' h d ble room at t e a 

ihne to the emptiness of my uge or, birthday. He invited 
e next day was the French consu 5 • The 

l-Iazleton the R . I I d myself to a tdfin party. . 
0 I , uss1an co one an th nondescript , 1 Y other foreigner outside the Japanese, 7as l e I Tartar, 
w o for some reaso~ was left out. The co one' a rea w . . y 

as m Dairen buying mules for the Ru 551an arm · 
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Tiffin started promptly at noon with cocktails, and Russian 
zalwska in place of the ordin ary hors d'oeuvres. When we en
tered the dining room it was two o'clock. I have often wondered 
how much time and money that meal cost the consul. Flags of 
the four nations represented stood grouped in the center of the 
table. The first course was composed of many varieties of grapes 
and oranges. The second was borsch with vodka in honor of 
Russia. This was followed by Mandarin fish with sauterne, 
Tben came the roast beef with scotch and soda for England, 
And in between a dozen delicious French concoctions, each with 
its proper wine. In honor of the U. S. A. we were served fried 
chicken. The consul was deeply apologetic that he was unable 
to obtain either of our nation al drinks, rye or corn. 

At four thirty, by assisting each other, we managed to get 
on our coats and pile into a droshky, riding around in the cold 
air until it was completely dark, then stopping at the Yamato 
bar for a beer as a nightcap, and so to bed . 

I remained in Dairen for three more days dickering with the 
Japanese banker, but we were un able to reach satisfactory terrns, 
Neither Hazleton nor the consul knew any one else to recorn-

d ~ men as dependable, and I was forced to appoint the company 
Chinese dealer our agent. 

XXVII 
JANUARY AND FEBRUARY OF 1917 

. p th frozen-i n the zone of 
early morning carts gather1ng 1t e h . d-f or times in 
Russian atmosph ere-Ja pan plans years a ea· d bmi-
f . h l 'f . d'fferent- women an , 
reig t cars-H arbin night .1 e rs t d , Korea-to H anlww 

ness seem to mix-Japan has smotl~ere d l for Shanghai 
where I attend six dinn ers in one evening an eave • 

AFTER A DA y IN M:1K~EN BART 
h aettin a m JU St after 

and I took the night train to Change un, 0 0tatforms were 
d r h . d concrete p 
. ay 1g t. The brick railway station an 1 b te scale th an the 
in the latest foreign style apd on a more e ~ ora·de we found a 
ones in Dairen. Coming out on the ot er. si ·t r to the Rus-
h d ··ages sim1 a 
.roa open space filled with pony cart i Chin ese who swarmed 

s1an droshkys, driven by weatherbeaten d a broad avenue 
all over us tugging at our sleeves. But befyon_ hotel another 
w ld 1· of a oreign ' e cou make out the dim out mes f trees. 'furn-y . large arove o . 
. amato, behind a concrete fence 1Il a .bd ·fied by a white 
1ng · rter i entl f . over our bags to a Chmese po ' · the face o a 
Jacl , h lked across m h . (et Wit red markings, we wa lerk to ask w ere 
piercing wind and rou sed the sleepy Japanelse c few blocks down 
the c , I d It was on Ya 
h ompany s mess was ocate · d out again. 

t e avenue and, hungry and cold, we stardte le wagon drearily 
0 h h . passe a mu f l n t. e ot erwise empty str~et we It was different rom 

Umbering along in the semi-darkness. 1·1 h meside street 
any Chinese cart I had hitherto seen, more 1 te a 0 
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cleaner's. Our local m anager told me later that it was a special 
out~t for pic~ing up frozen st iffs. Every morning at daylight 
durmg the wmter a small fleet of these carts combed the city 
~or coolies and beggars who had died in the night, huddl ed 
m corners against buildin gs. D epen ding upon the temper ature , 
the average was anywhere from five or six to a dozen a day. 
They were h auled several li outside the city. After their cloth
ing and personal effects h ad been removed for whatever they 
might bring, the naked bodies were thrown into one of several 
large pits. 

I didn't have the nerve to go out to see them, but the local 
manager showed me snapshots of the bodies piled on top of each 
other. They rem ained petrified through the winter in the same 
froz en fixed poses as when picked up. 

We had to ban g on the door for severa l minutes befor e we 
aroused the boy, who stuck out his head still buttoning on his 
gown. He insisted that we should not enter. Master h ad com
p~ny and it was too early. But we wanted coffee, pushed hirn 
aside and found our way into the liv ing room. The slight odor 
of. perfume struck our nostrils. We looked at each other and 
grm ned, then let out a yell at the top of our voices. From behind 
a _closed door came a muffled, "in a minute," mi xed with repressed 
giggles and laughter and sounds as if someone were swearing, 
I~. a minute or so we heard a swishing sound like the rustling of 
s trts, then the slam of the front door. Immedi ate ly afterwards 
a good-looking, ruddy faced American lad with a sheepish srnile 
e~tered and welcom ed us to Changchun. I h ad reached the border 
0 the zone of Russian atmosphere. 

1 'dChangchun was as surpri sing as Mukden. Th e Japanese h ad 
a1 out w'd • 

t . 1 e avenues and boule var ds, leadin g off into the coun-
ry m such a wa th h · Id d t'll b Y at t e city cou grow almo st indefinitely an 

s 11 b e arbtis~ically and efficiently land scaped . The hotel had 
a so een u1It h 1 
enl d . h so t at at some future date it could be great Y 

arge w1t th 
B h . e present one as a core. 

ut t e city l'f I 1 
carts passing ba;{s a 1 e ess. Exc ept for. the usual run of rnu e 
to the South M nd. forth .along ~ side street lying parallel 

anchunan Railw ay lme, only a few stragglers 
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Were to be seen, an d on the exceptionally spacious main street 
half the foreignized shops, Ch inese and Japanese next to each 
other in neat rows, were closed fast . The Chinese walled-in 
section, lyin g on a hill the oth er side of a small stream over which 
ran a carved stone bridoe had the same battered, forlorn ap-o , 
pearance as the one in Mukden. The shops were in even worse 
condition. 

That the Japanese had definite plans for Ch angch ~n's future 
Was patently cert ain . It was a strategical central meeting gro'-:nd 
of three railwa ys: the t erminus of the Russian line runnmg 
north to H arbin, connecting with the Tr ans-Siberian and ~he 
northern point of the J apanese; the Chinese railway runm?g 
east to Kirin; and Japan's main lines, connectin g at Mukden :""1th 
the Chine se lin e to Tientsin , and running to her seaport, D airen, 
a_nd to Seoul, Korea. The eventual Japanese control of the ~us
sian and Ch' .1 Id turn Chanochun overni ght . mese rat ways wou . .' o. 
Into a great milit ary and commercial d1stnbut10n center. _Be-
fore my eyes was the skeleton of a future metropol is,. or capital, 
;lready laid out , complete in every way for an overnight trans-
ormation. 

A f . h for Harbin and ew mornings later I took t e express 
around nine o'clock th at evenino I walked into the lobb~ of the 
Grand Hotel. Against the left ~f the wide stafrw ~y facingh:hhe 
entrance d . b' I d with ice, on w ic I stoo a galvanized iron in pac <e k d d 
ay doz f · k uska· blac an re 

ens o t rays containing tempting za O • T h I ft 
caviar, salads of all kinds fish sausages and fruits. o t be e f 
Was th d' . ' ' ·11· d A num er o 
t b e mmg room decor ated in a bn iant re · d 
a les h d b . h t r of the room an 

all the a een drawn together m .t ~ cen e r When I en-
t guests were gathered in one intimate pa ty.. d 
ered a t II d l h I recoomze as an ex-

po ' a , ar '-, lanky American, W om . J d The y 
W-e::er I from Shangha i, called me over and in_tro uce 1 :ho were 
~.· ~ I Americans· the consul a young danc mg coup e h 
vv tnd1n , , . d h If dozen ot er ex-
Po g up a tour throu gh Chin a, an a a h th e 
h drtebrs. Every one was half tight on vodka and, al:hou gh oh 

a een h ·u ploughmg t rouo 
Zak at t e table since seven, were sti ; d , h the 

ouslta E . sy moo , wit e . · very one, too was m a gay, noi rt-
:lecept1on of the d . ' I the girl had caught her pa ancmg coup e; 
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ner flirting with a pretty young Russian and was calling hirn 
every name she could think of. 

The middle-aged consul was in great shape. He was, the lanky 
exporter informed me, an old soak who spent most of his time 
accepting free drinks and chow from the American visitors; but 
he had been there for a long time and knew the ropes, how to get 
things done with the Russians, a bunch of squeeze artists who 
never kept their promi ses. 

Most of the Russians, through their connection with the 
railway, were making fortunes. The freight cars on the Trans
Siberian line were all supposed to have been comm andeered by 
the army; but the local authorities had hundreds of them stowed 
away on sidetracks outside the city, and had written them off as 
lost or in service. When first an exporter went to them, th.ey 
shrugged their shoulders and threw up their hands in despaU'; 
it was impossible, not a car left in Harbin. If the exporter 
were persistent, within a week or ten days they might discover 
one that had just come in-but, as every one knew, of course, 
the war had sent rates sky high; the charge would be double fJ 
triple the normal rate; an impossible situation but wh at cou 
one do? 

Dinner was finished at midnight. By that time the pro
longed drinking had almost so?ered e_very one. The l~nI?ti:; 
porter, however, decided that smce this was my first nigh b d 

h · H b · en t to e oug t to show me the sights. No one m ar m ever w r 
. . d'd til ten o much before daylight; and busmess 1 not start un 

eleven in the morning. Nichevo, no hurry. . . fur 
We piled into droshkies driven by red faced Russians 111 d 

d S. t1 e groun caps and long, heavy, fur line overcoats. m~e 1 unners 
was covered with a thick crust of snow the droshkzes had r f the 
instead of wheels, and sleigh beIIs jingled over the backs 0 

big, bony horses. . ht of the 
When we stepped from the dark into the sudden lig . 0 f 

fi l ll h d f1 . · press1on rst p ace visited-the Red Mi -I a a eetmg un d dirtY 
cadaverous faces, unkempt hair and straggly dark bear 5d nub 
shirts and mis:fitting dingy clothes, fat painted cheeks and sbeer 
noses, short pink dresses and enormous pink legs, tea an 
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spattered tables, all dancing before the backgro und of a gaudy 
co~ored curtai n, surrounded by a halo of smoke and guttural 
voices and smelling of heated bodies, stale tobacco and liquor. 

The lanky exporter yelled to an obsequious waiter, who pushed 
back the tables of protesting Russians, and within two minutes 
:Ve had a long table running down the center of the room, directly 
111 front of the small stage. The men in our party looked around 
an_d crooked their :fingers at girls seated at other tables with their 
friends. One by one, followed by threatening looks and mut-
tered word I . . d s, t 1ey Jome our party. 

The lanky exporter turned to me and waved his hand. 
"Which do you want?" ~,..J~0k;d around and hesitated. 

ey re all taken " I said. 
"Never mind. Pick out the one that looks best to you and 

~all her over. These Russians won't do anything about it. ~hey 
now We could clean up the lot of them if they started somethmg; 

;nd anyway, they spend the whole night here on . a glass o~ tea :d never bu y the girls any drinks. The manager and waiters 
ould back us up." . 

e I called over a brunette just as the curtam went ~p on an 
normously fat girl with the face of a baby, dressed m a low

heck, pink cotton frock that reached to a few_ inches above 
er knees In a t' . he b111·st into a RuSSian love song, oJ . · my voice, s d' 

o anc1no-coyl f h of her eyes at the au ience. p b y out o t e corners h 
or the finale s;,x . I not so stout as the star, but eac 

'11 · h , ..... more gir s- . . I d d 
b lt several eh· d I I h d to the knees m pm c-crow e I · ms an a so c ot e . 

e11nd and 1·01'n cl . h h keepinO' time with heavy, un-&ai l e 1n t e c orus, o A h 
n Y steps th · I £1 h .. 1· g from head to toe. t t e e d , eir oose es jlgg m d h · 

f~, the Russian audience clapped their han_ds, stampe t eir 
t and yelled .1 I ores were given. As the star ent unti severa enc . f h 

f ered the ro . h h door at the side o t e stage, ou om agam t roug a . . h h d 
r or five Rus · h d claiming and kissmg er an . o s1ans rus e up, ex . 11 

ne sad faced y . g a muffler m place of co ar and . oung man weann h' 
tie, unpinn d .1 d' from the spotted lapel of 1s 

coat e a w1 te rose H' f . d 
b and handed · h . h a military bow. 1s r1en s eained 1t to er wit 

and clapped their hands. 
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We called on three more pl aces, more or less alike, and ar· 
rived at the hotel between half past eight and nine, with most 
of the girls still in the party. W hen I left for the office hal~ ~n 
hour later the others were running up and down corridors, visit
ing back and forth in bedrooms, routing out late sleepers and 
still drinking. 

That ended my glimpse of H arbin night life. l 
I was at the company's office by ten, in time to meet the Ioca 

manager at the door. We had barely started a discussion of the 
market when the boy announced a visitor. The man ager swore 
a bit, but excused himself and told the boy th at it was all right, 
A minute later a handsome, well-dressed blonde, still u?d; 
thirty, tripped in. For two hours, while I :fidgeted and waite ' 
they sat talking Russian in subdued voices. J-I 

When she finally left, the manager apologized profusely. he 
explained that she was a married woman who for several mont s 
had been friendly with an American boy, and was worried be
cause for two weeks she had not heard from him. She was beg
ging the manager to get in touch with the boy and deliver a 
note. 

With my lack of finances and knowledge of the langu age, 
I came to the conclusion th at busine ss and social affairs in B~r~ 
bin were too complicated for me to get caug ht in. So t a 
f . reter a ternoon and for the next two days, I borrow ed an interp 

and walked the cobblestone stre ets getting my data direct fro{; 
Warm, vest pocket shops in the Russian section, and from t 
cold, dingy ones in the Chinese city. 1 

On the afternoon before leaving I had te a with the }oca 
man ager and his black-eyed Russian wife in th eir flat on the tf 
floor back of the Grand Hotel. The walls and carpet of ~ e r ' JJ1S 
iving room were a deep brown, and heavy deep brown curta ·Jt 

shut out all light from the windows. A cushion ed bench b~I 
around two sides of the walls took the place of chairs, an a 
~uge oak table filled the remainder of the space. We sipped Ru~
sian tea by the dim light from small blue electric bulbs in t e 
center of the ceiling. 

I was glad to get back to Mukden and plain, ordinary .Arner-
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ican and Engl ish ways. H arbin was too much like the descrip
tions in a Dostoievski no vel; only the abnorma l seemed to be 
normal. 

After the Christmas holid ays I took two days off to write my 
rep~rt. letter to London and Shanghai. It cont ained ten pages of 
statistics,_ leading to the two page conclusion th at, (a) a certain 
type ~f rnnate shrewdness made a Japanese agent impossible, 
( b) without competition and with consumers limited to the J ap
anese, the total quantity of Turkish cigarett es then on order 
wo~~d :fill the market's needs for more than two years. Before 
mailing, I had the number one and two check on my :figures, then 
caught a sleeper for Seoul, Korea. 

In the late morning, when I awoke to look out the window, 
the :rain had crossed the bord er an d the change in scenery was 
as different as a jump from black to white. On both sides were 
r~lling hills of luxurious forests, a beautiful picture, but after 
t e monotonous flatness of Manchuria, strange, almost out of 
place. 

Seoul too was strange. The foreign hotel was built around 
the remains of a Korean temple. It was entered th rough a re
stored wooden gate similar to the Jap anese tao, and part of the 
roof was covered with the original tiles. In front of the hotel 
Seoul was like_ a bowl. A stre et of shops circled around a large 
open space, with mountains grad ually rising behind them. The 
shops were mere hovels and the natives sat around on the floors, 
But to pass a middle-aged man, or an older one on the street 
was to se d · ':fi d ' · y bl ea very igm e gen tl eman. In a long grey robe, a tin 

1:ck stovepipe ?at perched on the top of his he ad, held ~ 
¥ ce by a sash tied under the chin and with a parchment skin 
ah~el dechorated by a slender goatee,' he had the appearance of _a 

p I osop er as s . Id Ch. . . . d b his 
I . I een in o inese pamtmgs emphasize Y e1sure · ' h' I h Y, gait and long stemmed pipe. But since the true P ~-
osop er s appe I h d I pi-

:fi cl . Id arance, as a a ways seen it pictured was ty 
e Ille erl Ch' b ' l'tY 
f h . h' .Y mese eggars, I had my doubts as to the qua i 

0 is t inking. 
Back of the h I . jpg 

P 11 I ote were two wide shopping streets runn 
ara e to each h d . ild' gs ot er, an outside the government bu 111 
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and homes, this was all th e city I could discover, a much smaller 
place than I had supposed. And dead. 

However, I did manaoe to une arth and have shipped to Shang
hai a fine old Korean b chest with splendid finish and brass
Work, full of secret compartments and convertible into a desk. 

It was one of the two desks in which treasury files were kept 
under the old Kor ean government; the other piece had been 
destroyed by the Japanese soldiers when they looted and burnt 
all the precious belonoinos of the natives. The stor y of the Jap-

b O f 
anese conque st as described by a native shopkeeper was one o 
Utterly futile, brutal slaughter and rape-literally, rap~-. 

Before returning to Mukden I took a day off to v1s1t Che
mulpo, once marked for a busy seaport but relegat~d by the 
~apanese to the minor positi on of a fishing village. A pictures~ue 
little town, all cut up with narrow streets twisting and tur~mg 
uph.ill and down, as in Marblehead, Massachusetts, with little 
fis~ing smacks bobbing up and down in the cove by crudely 
built docks. A cit y fallen into decay. The Japanese had smoth
ered the country. 

:~ :!· ::- * 

Dpon my return to Mukden a week later I found a telegram: 

meet me tientsin biederhof 

Th d I t in the bar of the 
Im r.ee evenings later the stout Jew an me h ·ed to aroue 
m P:rial Hotel. Wit h all his persuasive P?wers e tnb writing 
lh e into believing that I was doing him wrong hY. t up 
.,,y 1 1 · d wn 1s se - · 
B etter to London and Shan °hai knoc ong O d lly 

Ut aft h b • d humor gra ua 
dest er t ree cocktails his growrng goo d d with a beef-

royed his · d and we en e 
steak di ~rgumentative moo ' . ds The next morning , 
how- nner with his wife and a few f nen · . d for two 
d ever, th e argume nt started again and contrndue d to 

ays h an returne 
Sha~ght. t e end of which tim.e he gdave up ht the express to 
l-J: l ai. I moved on to Pelong an caug 

an tow t h h 
b o start t ere my flao sc eme, k' wave 
.i.--1.anko O I money-m a rng 

that h d w was on the crest of t 1e same . hortages in 
a struck Shanghai and Tientsin. War tune 8 
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the Western countries were piling up orders. But I had barely 
started my little scheme when I received a wire to report at 
once to Shanghai. I prepared to leave the same night. But the 
dealers-there were six-insisted that I must attend a farewell 
dinner. We started out early. At seven we sat down to a meal. 
The dealers were acting mysteriously. At eight one of them 
arose, made a short farewell speech, informed me that ~he 
dinner was given by Mr. --, and that since it was growing 
late and we had somewhere else to go, we had best leave at once, 
I expected, of course, a sing-song house. But no. We walked 
into another restaurant and stood around the waII as a corpJ 
of waiters one after another brought in steaming dishes, marc~e 
before ~s opening them up for our inspection and passed out wit~ 
every dish untouched. Then I was told that this was Mr. -
( one of the other dealers) party. This act was repeated in four 
more restaurants. Having only one night at their disposal, ~o 
save face, so ~hat none might outdo the others, each_ of the s;~ 
dealers had given a farewell dinner only one of wh1ch we h 

' ·de eaten! When I walked into my stateroom on the old Sl d 
wheeler there lay a large parcel, ten pounds of tea, with a car 
bearing the chops of aII. 

XXVIII 
MARCH-JULY: 1917 

the downfall of the littl e Napo leon of China-busi ness hi Shang
h · · h f ·t · wind and water-at continu es to soar but muc o 1 is gas, I · . 
t f l d salesmen- resign rans erred into advertising-ea en ars as d p 

d f eh . . taring eyes an o en an return home-last traces o ina. s 
mo1dhs 

IF IT couLD BE SAID oF s~NG

ha · h I 1 ft for the north m the 
f i t at business was booming when e by way of 
all f . n my return 

TJ O 1916, then, by comparison, upo . f :.-ly bursting. 
i.J.anl · h M h 1917 it was a.u. A. tow m t e early part of arc , ' ent and spirit 

nd this in spite of the shakiness of the governm 
of reb u· h d. the country. 

0 e ion t at was sprea mg over Shih K'ai first president 
n the sixth of June, 1916, Yuan h 'ohost. Althou gh 

and th 1· I h. ve up t e o e itt e Napoleon of C ma, ga . it when he 
succ f I . ether m a un ' 
h ess u m holding the country tog n their vicious 

ad b f d h Japanese o . t een arced to give groun to t e ount of face with 
wh enty-one demands he lost a tremendous amh 

t e p 1 ' f the Sout · eop e-especially with those o. f p of Northern 
A. h I . · 0 a grou 

s t e ast straw, at the instigation b h. d closed doors, 
lllona h · f vote e m 
'\r re 1sts (supposedly) and a ter a d 1 . d himself em-
.1. uan · h dly) ec are W1t much hesitation ( outwar h the country 
Peror " h I ,, From t en on 1 d 'f at t e desire of the peop e · d .. d d amono a ot 

r1 ted . . . f t" ons 1v1 e o d 
of h 11:1-to disorganized, chaotic ac 1 j-b f reign press un er 

sc emmg politicians-glorified by the g 1 0 

2 63 
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the high-sounding title of "Wa r Lords". Some of them w1· ~1re 
f · · · il d ·1· r and others 1 <e armer ministers or civ an mi itary governo s ' l 
the ex-private in Shantung, mer ely shrewd coolies with bruta ' 
forceful person alities. b n 

Much of the truth about China's first pr esident has e~ 
clouded. What I have read in periodicals and books about t . e 

. .d d . h the gossip man, Yuan Shih K'ai, by no means comci e wit 
eh . tl e streets, and ideas I picked up in Peking from mese on 1 . 

in tea houses and shops and from native nen s-in . f . d . formation 
, h h nal serv-that leaked out from Yuan s headquarters t roug perso 

ants and attaches. 
0

f 
Stripping aw ay the trimmin gs and decor ations, the story 

I · d · ther from the rise and fall of the mighty Yuan as piec e it toge h . h 
the tales told by the Chinese is, I believe, the true version w ic ' 
to the best of my knowledge, has never been written. . .As 

Yuan Shih K 'ai was born in a lower middle class family. h 
k. e a bright young Manchu, hard working and good-loo . mg, nd 

held a minor job in the imperi al stables. His personality, a s 
the way he once handled unruly ponies, pleased the old Emprbeesr 

h · · f num Dowager so much that she r aised him to t e pos1t10n o e 
.. ns wer one mafu. No different from other governments, posiuo h wd 

won or lost by personal politics, pull and scand al. The s re _ 
young mafu with the tight mouth worked himself into the c~nu 
fi.dence of the old lady, and rose to be head of the army, bec~m~;d 
as powerful an influence as old Hisao Pi Li, her chief eunuc ' 
been in his prime. nt 

Shelved after the old dowager's death by the prince regeut~ 
long jealous of his power, Yuan lived quietly on his estate ~ell 
side Changtefu. But he still controlled the army; and W hed 
the country's distaste for their depraved foreign rulers reac 
a clima x the regent was compelled to call on him for help. rt 

Yuan Shih K'ai was pur e Manchu, belon ging to a r ace apdaer 
h. h h · or w ic ad never penetr at ed beyond Shantung Province in . t 

h. po1.o ' to conquer China. Although the press was silent on t is . a 
f h . h . JJ1 te ram t e time e entered office as president, discussions d the 
houses and restaurants always eventually evolved aroun . _ 
questions: what was Yuan workin o- towards- a dictatorship 

b 
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h h e--or to be emperor to put the boy emperor back on t e t _ran h h Id or 
himself? No Chinese or Manchu believed t at e cou ' 

would, continue as a pr esident. dents and histori ans 
On the other hand, newspaper correspohn h ly after 

. 1 · l ted t e t rone , on Wrote that Yu an 1mw1l.tng Y accep. . b t every 
b . h t it up to a vote , u eing strongly u rge d. True, e pu h ly vote that 

. h" . ture was t e on one m Peking knew th at 1s s1gna 
counted k d 

. h died from overwor an 
It Was published also as a fact that it h He died from an 

Worry. This, too, was less than a ha -trut · 

overworked stomach. b. ·cs of interest to 
0 f h . d bsor m cr top1 . ne o t e chief an most a O 1. d shopkeeper m 

b 1 · k ha coo 1e an every eggar , barber , haw <er, n_c s d h as served at each 
the capital was th e long list of nch foo s eLw d·ng a sedentary 

I d I d away. ea J 
~ea an the huge amounts 1e stow e. ' midnight banquets last-
hf e, after years of action, and holding h rew the more 
i ·1 b l . the worse e g . ng unt1 dawn , he beg an to rea <-, d h. diet· but eatmg 
f . 11 h . d ut own is ' d . rantica y is physici ans tne to c ) d in the en 1t 
w h. · t tement an .as is sole rel axa tion (his own s a 
killed him. ·" 

,, * * ,, ~ h demand s of 
I 1. . 1 sorrows , t e 1 n spite of China's many po itica . · s for all stap e 

th . arm er pnce h' e Warring nations were bringing so . 0 ower of the C 1-
native products, and the indi vidu al buy~~ kp ort and export 
nese Was raised in direct r at io. In Shang and old ones were 
ho 1·1 ushrooms , h A Uses Were still springing up 1 <.em. . t affs. T e mer-
tak · d mcre asmg s .1 . ing on new foreign products an d dru g and to1 et ar -
l~an lines were princip ally motor cars han h tels on the streets 
t1 I f t t e o ' h 'd c es. I ran into many new aces a I · g with t e i ea 
and at the Carlton. The Ame ricans were ph ayq1:est ion of which 
of f · d. ·d d on t e . orm1ng a club and were ivi e . 
lt h 1 " it s ou d be: town or countr y. « Wind and W ater, 

Gaston , Williams and Wi gmore ( Gas, t was promot ed ov~r
W:as aptly called) a New York house ~ a with millions tied 
night from nothi~g to a second W. 1 · rac~, 1·n almost every 
llp . · h agencies · es 1n credit on stocks placed wit representa ttV · 
cou . d nt over two ntry m the world open to tra e, se 

I .. I 
I 
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to open the most imposing and expensive office on the Bund and 
put up a mammoth show window jammed with the most gor
geous, miscellaneous array of products-expensive motor. card 
intricate ploughs, reapers and mowers-at which Shanghai h_a 
ever cynically gazed. (In the export crisis of 1921, when stpl 
could not be had for love or money, the firm in New York eras e 
with hundreds of other over-enthusiastic import and export 
houses). e 

When I was called back to Shanghai at the height of this wav 
d . · anager, of prosperity, I was appointed assistant a vert1smg m . 

The high-grade subsidiary the stout Jew and I were runn;i 
was absorbed by the company. The Manchurian :fias.co an 
killed the only chances it might have had to stand on its ow 
legs. 

h por-I was much pleased with my new job. It gave me t e op. d 
tunity to work and continue my studies under a highly trai~e _ 
technician . A half year or more should give me sufficient cr;JJlr 
ing to leave me free to make decisions unprejudiced by the. e~s 

1 · cs 1 of the personal element. In a large company, where po iti 
played to the limit, such fear, to some extent, lies in every rnat1· 
Also, I was nearing my goal of a specialized profession. 

Across the Whangpoo was a stretch of land, called P?°tun~ 
facing the Bund. Here the company had its own engrav111g ; 11 g 
printing plant, as modern and well equipped as the le~ff:
ones at home. In addition to cigare tte packets, cartons and sti d 
e~s, the factory turned out booklets, h an dbills, poster~ a;_ 
highly complicated full-color calendars. In the lithographic l rs 

f ' co 0 partment, a staff of Japanese did the work of trans erring 
to zinc sheets 1 

. . a 
. In the advertising department we worked out the ori gind-
ideas and drawings as well as advertisements placed in the lea d 
· ' · be ~ng newspapers throughout the country, and distributed :fin~s ese 
Jobs to the field. We employed a large staff of artists, Chin b 
who entered as apprentices, and one or two Japanese. Since. t d 
average educated Chinese was by nature artistic and well train~ 
in drawing characters with a brush, the trained Chinese arttS~ 
was an unusually highly refined specimen. He turned out beatl 
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d towards the delicate, tiful work, but alwa ys with a ten ency 

bordering on the effeminate. h h Lead-
. d .. g smas eac year. 

The calendar was the big a vertISrn . l h d ·ali"sts were 
. . h" fl inr ea spec1 ' -1ng popular Chinese artists, c ie ~ 0 - 1. . sketches nine 

"d d . . f bm1t pre urunary 
pa1 a goo retarnmg ee to su uall falling around the 
months ahead of Chinese New Year' us l yd ere simultane-

d h · h the ea en ars w en of Febru ary, the date on w ic f the nation. These 
ously distribut ed in every nook and _c~r~er ho dquarters for the 

h 11 D1v1S1on ea d roug s were then sen t out to a h . pecti ve merits an 
eh. ff n t eir res mese members of the sta to vote O • d no local double 
h I . h h acters carne c ec <: the titl es to see that t e c ar 

meanings. d rtising piece was 
Th h d ' lue as an a ve f e c eck on the calen ar s va \Y/' thin ten days a ter 

the price at which it sold on the market. ll i China displayed 
d. "b . h wkers a over If istn ution had started, picture a . h pping streets. 
th · h h the main s o em Wit t eir other wares on h the calendar was 
the price rose to eleven or twelve cents eac ' 
a success. ,, 

* * * * . h lock-like regu-
U ntil the first pa rt of July life w_ent odn wibt't cof rowing and 

I . If rus an a i D . anty. I went back to go , ten h IC s. books. uring 
sw· . f . hf lly at t e . . A 

_lffiming, and dug away ait u . ed nationalities- m~r-
th is period I fell in with a clique of mix . dinner parties 
. . h gom u on . h ican, English, French and D anis - . 0 u Satu rday nig ts 
about twice a week being devilish by staying 'dpto talk and dos-
(" ' too stupi cl h . JUst to stay up) until every one was l Rubicon," a roa t at 
ing with a flourish by "driving around t 1e ·ng along the way 
. I d d b ck stopp1 . . s circ e out into the country an a ' Shanghai's gaieue 

at a shack to put away daylight ham andheggs. wded centers, were 
w 1· . k dot er cro 

ere imited but, as in New Y or an . ortance. . 
taken seriously and thereby achieve d a~ 17teen considering sen

For several months before July I da turning to the State~. 
ously th d . ·1· f . ing an re but it 
'f e a v1sab1 ity ? resign . faithfully each year, ted 

he same standard raises came 10 . before they amoun. 
seeined to me that it would be a long tu~e ere not advancing 
to . k d favontes w Ion to f a great deal. Even the pie e d b ut a waterrne 
aster. Each year rumors went aroun a 0 

.I 

l 
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be cut, an allotment of a special stock issue to be allowed to China 
hands who had been out for a certain length of time; but they 
never materialized; in some curious way, by the time the few 
executives at the top had received their allotment, the shares 
always ran short. Too, life in Shanghai was becoming a tre ad
mill: drink, dinner parties, drink, golf, drink, tennis, drinkd 
around and around in the same little circle. Besides, the hol . 
that China had on me ended when I left the interior-Shangh~i 
was merely an international trading center, an ugly, cro:""d~ ' 
hard-drinking seaport, a place to accumulate a fortune quick y, 
or get out. 

Letters from an elder brother decided me. The States was r 
the verge of entering the war; it was sure to come soon; e 
wanted to be among the first to get over, but hated to leave 
without having me there to be with our mother. The latter 
part of June I cabled him to go ahead and join up. B 

I sent in my resignation. The number one called me in. e 
was an old timer, had lived all over the East, was as tough as a 
hickory nut and as square as a die. h 

He talked about my age and my opportunities with t e 
company. ,, 

"Think it over for two weeks before you finally decide, 
he ended, "and then come back to see me." h 

At the end of two weeks I returned and told him that t ; 
company had always treated me fairly and I hated to leave s·tld 
a good bunch of fellows, but that I had not changed my 111111 • 

He looked at me quizzically. , 
"Y h re s ou seem to want to go back pretty badly. I reckon t e 

· su~ no use trymg to stop you. Most of the men that leave are u. 
ally out about three months before they start to write and wire 
us to take them on again. But you seem to want to go pre~tY 
badly-I'll g·v 1· · b f , abh11g 1 e you two years as a 1m1t e ore you re c 
out you want to come back." 

Not until I crossed the Canadian border on the train to C~i: 
cago was I shed of all traces of China . The ship went off Jt 
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'"rl • t I e on two thousand Shan-regular course to stop at ismgtao to a;:: h h Id 
. h I b ps in France. In t e O s tung coolies, bound for t e a 0 ~ cam h d b b ilt in tiers 

where freight was ordinarily earned bunks ad eedn u flow 
11 fille an an over from bottom to top. They were a 

huddled together on the lower deck in. thehstern.d . seasick 
h 1 t t ousan were . On the first day out the w O e wo d t the upper 

M I dors penetrate o oans and groans and unp easant O . d thorou(Yhly 
decks. The lower deck was cleared a~ ~:~: (e~t open to ~ive 
flooded and swabbed, but the hatches ha I f d 't advisable to 
t~e.poor devils air. All the wa~ to Japan beh:; d~ors and win
sit m the stuffy salon or smokmg room 

dows tightly closed and locked. d' Pacific Rail-
wh d the Cana ian 

en I passed through Cana a h' b ght in a thousand 
w . h. f m C ma rou h ay was m a mess. Every s 1p ro ffi Id bear. At eac 
o Sh . th n tra c cou h r so antung coolies, more a r f third class coac es, 
station the express was held up by long meslo 1:-pse of China 

d . h k My ast gum d arme guards patrolling t e trac s. . . lmond-shape 
d with staring a . Was one of car windows cramme h fi t few months in 

d . h ht of t ose r,,s eyes an gapmg mouths. It oug h' d bewaunked. 
Peking, back in 1911, of Frost and is war ' 



INTERLUDE 

1917-1929 

HoMESIDE 

. I ARRIVED IN NEW YORK FRO:M 

Shanghai one week before the States joined the Allies. Durin.g 
the eleven years following the Armistice I was one of the infinr 
tesimal parts of the gigantic machine grinding out national a -
vertising and merchandising campaigns that quickened ~oxnped 
tition, forced new scientific inventions, expanded industries an 
played a prominent part in herding independent manufactu rers 
into the corrals of enormous holding companies. A boisterou s, eco-

. h f · · f J. azz. nomic mare o triumph to the staccato accompamment o 
I watched prosperity reach its peak during the first quarteJ 

of the Hoover period, symbolized by a helter-skelter rush and 
scramble for the first issues of radio and aeroplane stocks ai 
by a fever of tearing down and building up. Not two bloc 5 

could I walk in any direction without running into skeletr 
frames of steel and ragged excavations cutting through t f 
s~ree~s, with my ears half deafened by the continuous clatter 0 

nvetmg guns. 

But I could detect a rumbling deep beneath the earth in repl}' 
to the shattering noises above. The foundations of thi s xnight }' 
economi~ structure were groaning and trembling under acf 
cumulatmg pressure. My mind turned inwards and thoughts 0 

China came back. 

During the last few weeks of August of 1929 around noontime 
now and then I dropped into one of the up-town broker offices 
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. f h ·d · h tels. In on the ground floor or mezzamne o t e mi -section ° 
every one I found the seats filled, all standing room taken, mostly 
b . d h nd very young men. Y women, secretaries an stenograp ers, a h 
A . d bl" k" er eyes were glued on t e mass of white, set faces an un m mb l luf d 
hoard where shirt-sleeved boys rapidly and competent Y s te 
figureL . 

The first week in September I left again for Chm a. 
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fi t z- p of Young Shanghai changed and yet the same- rs g nn se huria 
China--wealthy Chinese only go out guarded-Mane 

bound 

0 'ff!E N AN AFTERNOON IN . 11 

d h ing 1ett; latter part of October 1929 when I stoo on t e sway nd 
facing the Shanghai bund, surrounded by a pile of luggage aet' 
yelling coolies, I looked around not knowing quite wh: titelY 
pect. During the twelve years away I had bee~ almost ~o P1 had 
out of touch with things Chinese. From tune to tune by 
run across articles in the Atlantic Monthly: a series of essays 

11
, 5 

. f N k" f issionar; Bertrand Russell, the lootmg o an mg rom a m k y;m,es 
diary. The front page news columns of the New Y or d 

0
£ 

and its Sunday supplement articles had kept me infor~e ari, 
famines, kidnapped missionaries, battles and skirmishes 0d ;of!l' 
ous ':ar lo_rds and struggles between th_e gov~rnmei:t .an ek and 
mun1sts with which the names of Borodm, Chiang K a1 Sh Uy 
the Old Marshal of Manchuria, Chang Tso Lin, were usua at 
mixed. These news items were so terse, however, and came see 
such spasmodic intervals that it was almost impossible to ,.,5 

d. · ns" more than the vaguest outlines of the picture of con itio 
they might have been in reality. d as 

Luckily, I had used the English phonetics of Chinese wor \h 
shorthand in taking notes and had also met a young Chinese Wl 
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f lmost a year. He repre-whom I was in constant contact or a . . fi of pub-
. Sh ghai a native rm sented the Commercial Press ill an . 'l b k "th a branch I. h . d d cat10na oo s w1 1s ers of home magazmes an e u . d b bly the o-reat-

. . Chrna an pro a .:, or agent m almost every town m hi foreign subjects 
· I · fl . d · " the C nese on d est smg e m uence m e ucatrnb nd had Chinese chow, an 

and affairs. Once a week we had met a l . a hard and fast 
1 d is ma nng Week-ends in the summer p aye tenn ' 

rule to speak only Chinese to each _other. Many of the old 
Th b ·1· d t It was not. ' ·1 e und was fam1 iar an ye l I t between the s1 -b ·1d· h ere a most os 

u1 mgs I recognized, butt ey w ·l·ly modern, shoot-h I f h · h were star '" . -ouettes of the new, severa o w ic £Ii -that was differ-
. fl d d The tra c h ., Ing up at-faced and una orne · trictly Shang a1 s 

. d that were s ent. I sn1ff ed the pungent o ors d fl ·ng blue gowns, 
f . k I s an app1 d 0 wn, gazed at the lines o nc s 1a 1. d was as fille I. . f the coo 1es an istened to the grunts and cnes 0 

With the city as if I had never left. . . d t the old Astor 
I lk .d d reo-1stere a Wa ed across the bn ge an b I n up. The same 

l:..Y oom to c ea b .1.1.ouse Hotel, then went to my r h"te-o-owned oys 
subdued, cavernous lobby with the same w ~ ::iaze of halls 
I . I ame mystic d eaning against the tall pillars, t 1e s, h e again I gaze 
!eadirig to a sparsely furnished bedroomldw ae~ogany commode 

"d h h ame o m 1ns1 et e icy-cold bathroom at t e s fl I ·Jet 
st ·11 h I · the us 1 toI · · ft 1 o ding out doggedly against 11. "th women m a -'V7h . S :fi mo-WI 

w en I returned to the lobby it wa b 1 settling down to 
e · f om wor <:, h f · t rnoon gowns and men returning r d J heard t e am 
h b ko-roun · t ei~ tea and whisky sodas. In the ac .:, s curious. What was it 

strains of Rudy Vallee's Stein Song. I wa . d any of the faces. 
about? I looked around to see if I recogni~e course- I walked 
\\7hy there Was old-no, surely not-but bo t over a newspaper, 
over to a short, stocky, middle-aged chap en 
and slapped him on the back. I :>" 

"A. d h , p · 0 fu <:ey • • d to n ow s the good old aotmo t then 1umpe 
H I . d a momen ' " h· e ooked up, startled, hesitate eh old boy! 

is feet with a grin: "Why, hello, ~ut 1it'3 had stopped over 
He Was the Londoner who, back m t P;otingfu, where my 

a couple of days in that God-forsaken spo ' 
sole iob had been nursing a godown key. 



274 CHINA HAND 

After preliminaries, I asked about the jazz music which was 
starting up again. 

"Oh, that!" he exclaimed. "It's the regular afternoon tea
dance. Shanghai's changed, Hutchy, me boy. You'd never know 
the old town. Come on and take a look." 

We strolled to the back of the lobby. At the side of the door 
a Chinese boy sat behind a small table on which stood a placard, 
reading, "Tea-Dance Tickets- $ LOO". Peering inside, I cou~d 
make out under the dimmed lights a large ballroom, empty chairs 
and tables around the sides, the center floor crowded with danc
ers. I studied the dancers as they passed near the door. 

"They' re all Chinese." 
"Sure. That's young China you're seeing, me lad. I said yo~'d 

find Shanghai changed. The Chinese go in for this sort of thl!lg 
:1ow more than the foreigners do-and that's saying a lot. 'f~ese 
m here are the elite, Shanghai's high society-all turned foreign 
-hitting it up. Hot stuff, Hutchy." 

I looked again. Slender young Chinese girls with sleek~d
back bobbed hair, dressed in tight-fitting, long embroidered silk 
gowns of vivid col ors with skirts split up the left side to the 
thigh. Young Chinese beaus even more slender, also with sleeked
back hair, wearing the latest in exaggerated shoulders, wasp
waisted jackets and loose, double-pleated "bags" hiding all but 
the tips of their black patent leathers. Under the soft lights the}' 
performed i~tricate steps and an abandon to make an Americad 
~ob weep with envy, yet delicately smooth and graceful an 
lithe as was natural to the race. 

I was actually shocked. The outside staid appearance of the 
old Astor had deceived me. I recalled the by-gone days wheJl, 
e~cept on rare o~casions accompanied by her parents, a Chines: 
girl of good farruly .was never seen in a public place. And her_ 
she was dolled up like an American flapper showing her well 
tur?ed ankle and leg, with her boy-friend dr~ssed in Bond Street 
s? e, fox trotting to Vallee croon-jazz played by a Russian or
e estr\ 1.n all of history could there ever have been so great 
;n ev\utio~ in so short a period of time? Overnight a }e:i~ 
ram t e strictest formalities and conservatism, rigidly observe 
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for thousands of years, to the wholly unrestrained modern West-
ern jazz expressed in its most extreme outward form. . 

The next morning I strolled across the Soochow Creek bridge 

y 01mg China 

to the ffi. F d motor car drove up, 
"' t II O ce. As I entered the door a or d d · a blue uni-

.Q. a y R . 1 t·es resse m for oung uss1an in his ear y twe~ 1• h h d jumped from 
th lll and carrying an automatic in his rig t an 'A ther Rus-

e seat beside the driver and opened the door, no 

! 

'l 
l 
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sian, also with a drawn automatic, stepped out to be followed by 
an elderly Chine se in native costume with a third uniformed 
Russian bringing up the rear. The elderly Chinese walked se
dately through the door down the corridor surrounded by his 
guards and entered his office at the back. I turned to a Britisher 
coming up the steps and asked him what it was all about, 

"Kidnappers," he said. "That was our comprador. All the 
wealthy Chinese in Shanghai-bankers, merchants and newspaper 
ow~ers-have bodyguards, mostly Russian, ex-officers in t~e 
White army. Even so, there's hardly a week goes by you don t 
read about some bird carried away for ransom. Any Chinese who 
has a ~ot of money is out of luck. He can't go anywhere or do 
anythmg alone. Still, he's better off than he would be if he 
remained in the interior." 

::w~o does all the kidnapping?" 
Chmese gangs, mostly, but on the north side and around the 

edges of the Japanese concession gangs of down-and-out, cut
throat ~ussians have their hang-outs in the back alleys among 
the Chmese and they go in for it quite a bit too." 

I shook my head. Shanghai had certainly gone American 
modern. I wondered what it was like in the other large treat)" 
ports-Tientsin and Hankow. 

Fo~ the next several weeks I saw little of the city. Most of 
my t~e I spent in the company's office seeing old faces, rneeti~g 
old _£ nends, acquainting myself with the advertising and dis
cuss~ng policies. The company had settled down. Most of the 
fo~etgn staff were English. The majority of my old Arneric~tl 
£~tends had gone back home and, whereas the company was 111 

t e old days a monopoly in all but name now dozens of Chi.J1ese 
manuf ' · . h l' acturers were bombarding the market and raising caiJ:l 
wit iterally hundreds of fly-by-night, cut-price brands of ciga
rettes. 

"W' d e re not sat' fi d " I Id « s 
St.ff . is e , was to , Our advertising nee 

1 enmg up A . t 
0 

• s soon as you get a lme on things here we ,waJ:l 
;o:' to cove~ the whole field. you'll see what the job is ,wbell 

re on t e ground. It's up to you to find the weak poi.f1tS 
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a~d work out your own ideas. Manchuria is in the worst fix 

ng,~t now. You can start there. 
. There's one thing you'll have to make up your mind to. It's 

fom_g to take you two years at least to cover the field. We're 
;avmg everything up to you, but keep out of places where it's 

angerous-you'll get no thanks for landing in trouble." 
d Good enough. But I smiled at the idea of two years and won-

ered, what trouble? I figured that one year at most would be 
~ore than enough. I was wrong-I had forgotten how slowly 
~ e wheels of business turned in the Far East. Before I had fin-
ished b ild' · h · d k ' . u mg the machine I started m Mane una an ma mg 
1: fool-proof three and one-half years had passed. During that 
time I c d · . d · er e-overe every part of China-except, to my un ymo r 
~et, through the y angtze gorges to Chungking in the far west 

that a foreigner could visit with any reasonable amount of 
safety, travelling by train motor car, boat and mule cart. Most 
of the 1 ' 1 · arger centers I returned to severa times. 

\ 

l 
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. d starve as Mukde n has gone modern but the Chinese squeeze an ·a11 
. h d Whit Russi of old-the Jap~nese plan railways far a ea. - , / and t01u 

refugees on their uppers malw whoopee-big~ t~xe 
paper money-Mukd en foreign social life 

I E:zviJ3Elt, 
N THE MIDDLE OF NOV f 

Id one 0 after three days shut in behind glass, due to the co , on iflg 
the comfortable Japanese liners, I arrived early in the mor~o.o~ 

h d f cl.ff t nat1 at Dairen. A dozen or more unattac e men o 1 eren fll~ 
. h t a co alities were also on board but only one woman wit ou be a. 

panion, a highly rouged Rus sian who was reported to h n"~ 
trained nurse. From the minute the boat lifted anchor at \ a she 
hai until the gangpl ank was rolled up at the Dairen docal:s. 1 
was followed and surrounded by all the unattached m d 0 ,~ 

marked it down that no matter what other changes ha·de 0£ 
curred in China during the past twelve year s at least that 51 

the foreigner's life remained crystalized, unaltered. ,wi.!lg 
After the ceremony of waving handkerchiefs and thro hi!' 

ribbon confetti-a custom never passed up by any Japane~ ~ 1 
at any port of call-the squat, bowing, efficient porter w. 0 

0 a. 
had known before whisked away my bags, tucked me int tle' 
motor car and half an hour later as I was standing in the morg ·tb 
lik: lobby of the Yamato after breakfast, presented me wt 
tram and pullman ticket and baggage check to Mukden, 
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The busy Mukden stat ion and platform might hare telo?g~d 
to any large city in Europe. A young Englishman, t l~ 01cad a -

· · d h ·ckname of Fe IX, e me vert1smg man who we nt un er t e m . . to a 
through the bitin g cold blackness beyond the. stati?fn m 

. . b Cl · hauffeur m um orm. Wa1tlllg motor car driv en y a 11Ilese c . " h I 
"M 1 1 " I said W en was ukden mu st be a swan <-y P ace, · ld travel 

h b f d motor car cou • ere e ore th ere were no roa s a · 

especially at thi s time of ye ar." b bly won't 
F lix . , car you pro a 

e said, "T hi s is the company s i d W even have 
recogni ze Mukden no w . The ro ads are al pave · e 
a bus system " d b 

Af . . . . ble str eets we stoppe e-
ter wmdmo throu gh mnumera . h ked A 

f c:, • 11 TI e chauffeur on . 
ore a gray pla stere d bnck wa · 1 k' ought iron 

Ch· b 11 d en a crea ·mg wr 1nese oy unlocked and pu e op . the steps of 
g t d d · I r dnveway to a e an we dro ve aroun a circu a I · d the spacious 
what seemed to be an old English manor. nsi e: h 'ts built-in 
h ll ·1· d r ing room wit i a and the enormous, high-c e1 mge iv ii l only deep-
c d b · 0 open rep ace arve oak mantle and lo0 - urnmc:, · Eno-land. 

d b h d h t I was ill b ene the st ro ng fee ling I alre ady a t al hown my bed-
Ii ·d ked w 1en s owe ver , this sensatio n was s1 etrac . k e back to the 
ro 0 TI d 1 mbrno too m m. 1e bathroon1 's mo ern P u b 

Stat d · 
es. d to h ave gone ahea m 

So this Was Mukden. So far it seeme 'di than Shanghai. 
the Ways of the Western world much more r~rthis-the Japanese 
I asked my self, "Who h as been back of. ad . l928 his name 
or Ch · d M h I die ill · Inese? Before the 01 ars a b · 0 messed up m 
wa I I y· es as emb s a Ways poppin o up in t 1e nn f it surely must 
sq bbl c:, so most o 
b ua es between Pekin o and Can ton, I auess." 

e th J c:, 'll ii d out soon, b • h e apanese. Anyway I n t the door wit 
I h ' d h ff eur was a d 

th 11 t e mornin g the uniforme c au the office. We turne 
e company's "sales car" to take us to t the sides spotted 

out · 1 spaces a 
h into a broad avenue, blan t, open 'Id' On the way we 

ere d 1 .a: bm mgs. b 
an t 1ere with foreign oruce eh· e and driven Y 

Pas d h d · I mes h R.. se. C evrolet busses loade ~it 1 b Set off apart t e 
Uss1ans in sheepskin coats and high oots. d d above spotless 

Uppe . l s protru e Wh. r stones of foreign stucco 1ouse 
ite compound walls. 
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"Who lives in these shut-off mansions?" I asked Felix. 
"Chinese," he replied. 
"Who are they and where do they get all their ch'ien?" . 
"That's difficult to say. Some are civil and military officials 

under the Young Marshal. Others are retired bankers and rn~r
chants who came here for safety after making their pile in Chtn:a 
proper. A good many, however, are ex-war lords and ex-bandit 
leaders who beat it up here in a hurry to get under J apanese pro
tection. Nobody cares as lon g as they have money to spend. The 
Young Marshal is-well, you'll find out about him and his ways 
soon enough." 

The Young Marshal. I remembered him as the sickly you_ng 
son of the wily old Chi ang who, at the time I was there during 
the winter of 1916-17, was playing along with the Japanese, 
building up and ruling Manchuria as an independent state. Whd~ 
a life of political intrigue and finesse the old fire-eater had le · 
Bandit, scout for the Ru ssians during the Russo- Japanese war, 
officer in. :he Chinese army, head of the Manchurian trooi;:; 
finally military and civil head of the entire province. N oW 

was dead and the province was under the rule of his son whose 
d I. h"l · · h lders e 1cacy as a c 1 d had led the Chmese to shrug their s ou . le 
and lay odds against his ever reaching manhood. So the }itt 
weakling had lived after all. . 1~ 

!h_e com~any's offices were in a new three-storied, red brtld 
buildmg facmg on the road leading to the Chinese City, the ? 0 
mud road now a paved highway with three or four other foreig 
buildings mixed in with the rickety one-story Chinese shoPd 
Off at one side set back in a yard enclosed by a white plast:r~t 
wall was the company's huge modern cigarette factory--eig e 
or ~en English and Americans supervising a thousand or Jll0\, 

Chmese. This was all new to me. I was told that the corPPaJl e 
was also bu"ld' f . . 11t oll . . 1 mg a new actory m Hongkong. This rnea 
1n every rr · gtaO, important treaty port: Tientsin, Hank.ow, .1 sill ; 
Mukden and H k w· h I . . g aC . ong ong. 1t comp ete sales advert1s111 ' ,5 
cbou~tmg and traffic offices in each of these citi;s the comPaoYst 

usmess was now d" "d d · If ' h JJJ10 h 11 . d 1v1 e mto se -containing units eac a pe 
w O Y m ependent of the others. When, as wa; usuallY t 
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case, some section of China was cut off by banditry or local wars, 
business could carry on for a good length of time without in
terruption. 

Felix introduced me around the oflice--eleven English, three 
Russian stenographers, and about three hundred Chinese. N.o 
Americans. The foreign sales staff was less than half of what it 
v.:as fifteen years ago and, I soon learned, the men ~ad practically 
?1ven up travelling. Most of their work now consisted_ of check
ing, reading and writing reports and letters. The Chmes_e sta~, 
mostly clerks, had increased ten times over. I had noticed m 
Shanghai this same miniature evolution . From what I could see 
the company had gradually grown, as the pioneer days c~me to 
an en?, into a ponderous, unwieldy, ol~-f~shioned English a; 
counting machine and it seemed to me significant: the comp~ y 
h d ' f · movm 0 
. a gone completely British and, too, the oreigner was 0 

into the background h 
I h · f · oer w o ad a long talk with the number one oreign manao 

w · 11 M h · He was a 
S as in charge of sales covering a an_c un~. d d Scotch-
cotchman, a keen, hard-headed, accountmg -mt e eral past 

tnan whom I had known in former years. Fo: t ~ sev stud 
Years in Mukden he had made a thorough invest1g~t10n and Ti; 
of Jap anese railway plans. He had showed me h1sh:figureds. mile: 
Japa . t three t ousan 
of ;ese were systematically mappmg ou A new main line 

rai way lines to be built within seven years. h t time in-
Was to . b ·der parts at t a 
f run past Kirin to the eastern or ' I Korea meets 
ested b b d. h h corner w 1ere 

s·b . Y an its, and also sout to t e dd d here and there 
i eria 0th . 1. . to be a e ' ,. .1 1· er connectmg 111es were . .1 . which the soya 

unti t h I ·1 M I an soi lil 
b e w o e of the fert1 e anc 1un d trateo-ic points 

ean a d I 1. dotte at s o w· ' n rno iang could be grown was . d directly to 
l) it_h stations from which the crops could be shi~pel t build a 

n a1ren or-already the Japanese had startedhqu1eKt oyre~ touched 
ew po t h h rner w ere 

ll r on t e southeast near t at co D · to the Jap-
Pon Soviet Russia-many knots closer than a1ren 

anese isla d d 
Th n s: . f ation he had gathere 

w fat Was mteresting. I knew them orm l f rambling re-
as ar h 1 the resu t o 1 

P more t an hearsay or mere Y . t or dea er 
Orts a d . h d Chinese agen n surmises. The company a a 

l 

l 
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in every town and village throu ghout the coun try . Direct in
formation, political and economic, inter spersed wi th local news o: human tragedies and su fferin g , poured unce asin gly into for
eign headquarters, often important items that failed to reach the 
e~rs of ~oreign news correspondents and fre quently much tha,~ 
differed m many essentials from what appear ed in the "alleged 

statements on the news pages. 
The foreign number one said, "You were here in the old days 

and know what Mukden was like. Have you noticed the 

changes?" 
I recalled the dusty and muddy cart roads foreio-ners liviog 

• . . ' ' b u 
m _dilap1dated old Chinese compounds. "Have the Japs done a 
this modernizing?" 

."Of course. The Old Marshal was wise and played along 
with them, but when he got mixed up with the scrapping be
tween the North and South it went to his head. The old fired 
eater figured that he was powerful enough to make himself hea 
of the wh 1 h' else o e country and mortgaged crops and everyt ing 
he could get his hands on until he had to turn to the Japs t.0 

get money to keep going. The Japanese were willing because it 

meant more control. The shopkeepers and farmers are still plas~ 

tered from head to foot with taxes. 
,."Old Chiang finally got in so deep that he began issuing fe'l'tf 

P zao ( · · 1 baCi> provmcia notes) for currency with no silver to 
them. Since the old boy has kicked off , his son, the Y oitl1g 
Marshal, has gone from bad to worse. Not Ion a a o-o he thre-W 
another sup I f f , . 0 

,::, h 0oteS P Y o eng P zao on the market and now t e £ 
hareba~ost worthless. Whatever silver a Chinese can get hold 0 

e unes or if h ' f h . . frortl Sh ' e s one o t e 1tmerant laborers who come k 5 

. bantuknhg every season to work on the soya bean crops be ta e 
it ac ome." 

"Wh · 
H ar_ 15 the Young Marshal like?" I asked. 1, 5 

e grmned "H , 1 S e~ 
English R h · e s a P easant, affable little chap, P 1~ 

· at er delic t B d'fli f o ta business." a e. ut very 1 cult to get hold o t 

He laughed «Af . .'11 · ter yo ' b b'l '(/'QI> get a line on h' ,, u ve een around for a w 1 e ; 
un. 
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I spent the day in the office. That evening at five Felix said, 

"We'll trot over to the club and I'll sign you up." 
We were early and sat around the open fire in the lounge 

watching the cro w d come in most of them English and their 
. ' ' wives, a few American oil slaves, several from the company s 

factory and a smatterin O of uncertain European nationalities. 
I was introduced and s;on joined the crowd around the bar 
where all the men, except the contract and poker ~la!ers, were 
gathering. It was filled three and four deep, split into small 

gossiping groups. 
"I tell you, the foreigner's day is damned near over-t~e Japs 

are mapping out connectino- railway lines way out to- d'd 
"N · h . 0 , d like he once i · 

0 sir, t e f ore1 oner doesn t move aroun 
We leave the dirty ;.ork to the Chinese these days. \Vhy not? 
!~ey'll do you in the eye, anyway, as much as they can .. And 
its not safe any more two li away from a railway. Bandits are 

scattered on the--" " M l 1 for the last three 
d -to make a date to see the Young ars 1a d f " 

b 1 ·d d e or a-
ar,s, ut the little opium hound's been ai up op 

-Japanese are crooked as-" 
:'-took on another concubine a few-" d " 
' h' 1 than --c its ran to more than $400 ast mon . d b' " " . . k m an it-
.. -time of the evening I always suc to g ,, 
.. -can't trust a J ap, anyway. You never-

-Russian girl will get him if-" 
F 1· "e ix nudged me. . l 9·30" he Tl , 11 ' tomg 1t at · , 
. 1ere s a cinema on at Longmue er s . f l " wh1sp d « '11 · t have time or c 10W, 
A ere , and if we leave now we JUS d h hio-h-pitched 

s I . t I hear t e o 
v . was puttm g on my overco a "I' e been trying 

oice of a wom an comin g from the loun?e, Iv k from 
now f h 1 . d f oh so can eep 

e . or t ree months to find some on ° J 
g ttino tight" 0 o . d . . . tin o- And there was 
sp Utsi e the night was cold, dry, invigora o·b es This was 

ace 5 l . y very on · 
th ' pace, space--! could fee it to m . . d without-
en~·China I had loved-this witho.ut-beginnr g ::u o-ht close, 
v mg space-and t he brilliant, wide-open s <Y. f ght that 

ery close, by the lightness and clarity of the air, so i 
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. ht it lifted the body and soul and made them a part of the nig 
itself. h rs 

We were leaving the mess for Longmueller's just as the ot e l 
. 11 , G an hote poured m from the club. Longmue er s was a erm . d 

d d · combme with a wooden shack in the back yar turne mto a d . 
cinema and dance hall. From 9: 3 0 to 11: 3 0 we sat _wrappe r:e 
overcoats on wicker chairs watching an aged silent pic~ure. I ft 
lights went on. Part of the audience, two-thirds Chi~ese, ~es 
and the rest stood waitirig in the center of the room whil: coo A. 
rushed about arranging chairs and tables around the sides.The 
Russian jazz orchestra took the stage and the dance w_as 00 : . ed 
other three lads at the mess-two English and one Insh-J 0 ~

11 
Russia · our table and we ordered beer. Most of the guests were me 

My curiosity was aroused. Where did all of these Rus~ian~ cothe 
from and how in the world did they manage to l1ve in 
winter-time in a place like Mukden? nt}' 

"I'll tell you," said the Irishman who had divided some_ twe nd 
years between Mukden and Harbin. "They're all Whites ah
Tartars. The Tartars are from eastern Russia and thoro;~.o 
breds, and though they're Whites themselves, they look O ace 
on the others almost as much as they do the Reds. They're a r 
to themselves, and they're proud and haughty. . both 

"But what I started to say was, the Tartars and Whi~es ince 
have been slippirig in from across the border to Harbin 5 ds, 
the time Kolch ak was knocked off. Thousands upon tho~sa.o all 
Nothing they can do to make a living in Manchuria, so t. e.\_. 
want to get down to Shanghai-big city with opportuniue get 
over-run with them already . But the only way they can 
there is to work their way down gradual like. 

0
ed 

"I'll tell you and you won't believe it, but there's da;ops , 
near two thousand White Rus sians right here. They run s as 
clerk in banks and the companies, drive busses and act a!l 
chauffeurs and take in each oth er's washing. There's one wo~fl'le 
I know who supports her family by manicuring in the dayti 

0
£ 

and working as a 'fruit' in the Paris at night. All sorts d 
small jobs. Those who can't find anything to do are supporte,, 
b h h . ht, Y t e ot ers. They have a charity ball almost once a fortnig 
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. d b one of the other fellows The Irishman was mterrupte Y W . I k what's com-
1 · d " ait- oo · who sat up suddenly and exc aime , 

. ,,, bl 
mg. . hastily pulling out ta es 

Preceded by several Chmese bo~s 11 in their thirties 
h fi Chinese men, a and pushirig them toget er, ve d the center of the 

d . . . l a ogere across an wearmg dinner JaC -:ets, sw b t O youno girls, one 
. h I h ad were w b floor. In their mid st , shg t Y ~ e ' hasized by a tight-

ch . . . tic figure emp d mese, a stunning anstocra . sive evening ress 
fi . . . TI ther m an expen . ttmg, slit silk gown . 1e o ' I d blonde Ruman. 
of the latest Parisian mode, was _a b te-;r~ !, said the Irishman. 

"See that little stocky chap ~n t_ 1eT~a t' in but they caught 
"I-I . f f I ce m ien s ' . . h e used to be the ch1e -o -po i d playin o m wit 
h . k d squeeze an ' b d 1m mixed up in a lot of croo e . k _ way. He cleane 
h k qmc get a . t e Japs and he had to ma e a h cauoht him at it. 

' before t ey , b • d up about a half-million, they say, l She'll milk him ry 
Th R . . d h" last wee L h . ,, e ussian blonde marne im n to Shang ai. 
b f h . d move o b e ore she's throuoh drop im an d ld really have een 

• b ' ·f Muk en cou f This was a new China-i ever on the order o an 
II d • d to be more I y-ea e a part of China. It seeme h" Monaco w 1ere an 

. d . d f C mese ' . s 
lil ependent priricipality a km O • and no question 

' . h open arms one with money was accepted wit 
asked. 

* 
'~ * h market, calling 

F kd goin o- over t e · · The or a week I stuck in Mu en ° the advertismg. . 
o h d h king on · o- Felix n s ops and hawkers an c ec h cond mornmb 

. On t e se d h" hways city had grown in a curious way. d broad pave ig fl h 
and I rode in the office motor car . ownhen suddenly ran usd 
a miles t · · ns an cross country for at least two ' rnet Russian sig 
int h my eyes · women o rows of shops. Everyw ere were RuSS1an, l 
th f 11 d the street d shaw s e ew pedestri ans who wa -:e down shoes, an f h 
and . l . k' gs worn- f ths o t e g1r s 1n gray cotton stoc in ' h t th ree- our 
ove h · h . 1 I saw t a r t eir eads. Lookmg c oser h 
~ gowm Ops Were closed. 1. "a few years a h ·r 

"Th · " 'd Fe ix, 1 1 on t e1 1s Was a busy street, sai b the who esa e 
the Russians were travelling through ,,Y 
Way to Shanghai. It's all :finished now. 

* * 
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I stopped the motor car and got out. I we nt into the shop 
of a Russian dry goods merchant. 

"How's business?" 
"Bad. Very bad. No one to buy. If I can only find a way 

I go to Shanghai." 
I stepped into the next open shop, a Chinese tailor. 
"How's business?" d 
He shook his head woefully. ''Ai -ya-very bad. Very ba · 

Before have plenty money. I bring family this side but now have 
sen d home Shantung. Little whi le I think I go too." 

"Why no business?" 
rrFeng JJ'iao-and tax-all the time more tax." . k 
We drove across to a Ch inese section where the large red bric 

girl-houses stood and where most of the high-grade cigarettes 
1 £ · shops were so d to Chinese. The plate glass windows o native 

lent an air of prosperity. At each shop I asked my same ques-
. "H ' b · ' d l I · d the sarne tion, ow s usmess?' An at every s 1op receive 

answer, "Very bad." For the sam e reasons: feng JJ'iao and tax, 
We returned to the main highway and drove farther a ong 

. d h out-to arrive upon a circular plaza. The circle led aroun t ed the 
skirts of a forma l park, at the other end of which towere . 
modern foreign hotel, another Yamato similar to the one d 
D . b . ·ng an airen ut a newer and better Yamato-mor e impost 5 
· · d I 'd the ro-W rmpressive an on a grander scale. Down t 1e si es ran rn 
of Japane se governme nt buildin gs, also done in modern W'~s~els 

1 h . . .1 rucia , sty e, t e one hou sing South Manchurian Ra1 way O f 
streamlined to a degree that wou ld ha ve warme d the heart 0 

a Wright or Lascaze. ·d the 
From the street on the opposite side of the hotel I hear . g. 

tramp, tramp, tramp of he avy boots striking the h ard pavin e 
A d h k J panes ' roun t e corner came marching a troop of stoc Y a h d 
padded uniforms, full fighting outfit. All the traffic police I a <T 

seen were Chinese but not yet had I run across one of the Youllo 
Marshal's soldiers 

. ~ 

. We drove on past the hotel and I could have sworn I ~ e 
m an Arne · · · . . 11 ....-clus1'7' ncan city m one of the district s of sma , e~ 
shops. This Was also a Japanese section. 
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. 1· b k and shooting a curve We continued our journey, c1rc mg ac 
11 h 1 k d s if at any moment to come upon a dusty gray wa t at oo e a h 

. . d 1 (Th the o-ate I felt at ome. it might coll apse. As we passe t1roub t>. • • 

I k W were m the native city. 
caught old, familiar landmar ·s. e . cl b tl d with 

1:fere the narrow, dusty, filthy, fo~l smellm~a;ra :hie':: e:closed 
life. But the shops them selves, hke the v. . f. age 
h 1 cl · .,. to pieces tom t em, looked as if they were slow Y roppmb I· only 

d . . h ino- center too" up 
an : too, this seemingly thnvm g s opp b·nder had already de-
a slight section within the wall-the remai 

cayed and returned to earth. . and heard the 
F h . d I t my questions or t e last trme th at ay pu . · h a fiat money 

d · .,. busm ess wit same answers. Mukden was omb h t the Chinese 
h . h h h ·thless state t a w ic ad degener ated to sue a wor. t'cally nothing. 

'" 11 . . cl 1· ,mo- on prac i ' were rea y swapping credits an 1' b 

~ ,:. * 
. * :· . . ' red that all outdoor ad-

Gomg over the advertising I disco, e cl l ost prohibitively, 
v · · tax e am 11 ert1smg except on shop-fronts was ' cl to cover a 
and although one fixed provinci al tax "':as sthippose Iler districts 
M h . te m t e sma 

anc uria, actually each magistra cl dino-solely upon 
clapped on his own loc al fees, the amount epen b 

his mood and imme diate state of finance;~llowed the system of 
.DP to this time the comp any had. d' ··mi·nately, by the 

sn · l 11 m iscn d 1Pmg-p astering posters on wa s h this stoppe , to 
do 1· d ·d d to ave b d Zen, 1ke rows of soldiers. I eci e cl posters num ere 
Use only picked locations for individual £ra11:e of taxes and the 
and 1· d f 1 fluctu ation h iste , then on account o t 1e 1 cations on s op-
sho t f . f nnanent o f r age o silver, to arrange or pe d to dress up every 
honts-untaxable-for smaller posters ~; hey were units of a 
~ 0? in the city until they all looked as i t 
ha1n system. h following Monday to 

A.£ ter starting this I arranged on t e 
co . . h 

mmence a tour of the branch cities. . · d Felix to rnarc 
0 n I Jome h n the Saturday befo re I left, at noo h office to a t ree-

catty . t from t e d'ngs -corner-wise across the stree f f 1·ts surroun i st0 • l O rom 
. ry apartment building standmg a O 1. ed 1bere I ran 
1ll I ' b one iv . onely majesty , where the num er 

I 
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d · I · cock-into the rest of the foreigners of the company rm ung . h 
tails. Then every one left for the Club , the men making stra: t 

for the bar for additional cockt ails and gin and bitters, to t eo
rize on Chinese politics and kick about the lives they had ~o 
lead and the idiotic ideas and actions of the head offi~e .10 

Shanghai. This, I said to myself, is the same old seven an f st; 
I could see myself fifteen years back sitting in the lobby 0£ \e 
Wagons-Lits Hotel in Peking, or leaning over the bar O t ,, 
Tientsin Club, vigorously running down "things as they we~is 
in just about the same manner. But too late now to start t 

pastime all over again. II d at 

Sunday afternoon between five and five thirty I ea ~hina, 
several homes to drop ..:::ards, but I had forg otten my 
Every one was still in bed. 

XXXI 
DECEMBER OF 1929 

. t ·ve style-c id-throat 
Japanese are behaviorists-tra velling na d n the Young 
competition-M r. T'i ng gives the ;?i~-, a_;;; °K'ai Li by the 
Marshal and Manchuria's tro1tbles-Ktrtn s d' g 

full moon and talk of ban its 

5 y BEFORE DARK ON 
HORTL h pebbled platform 

Monday afternoon Felix and I stood on t e t Changchun. * 
of h . J se express o h 1 t e station waiting for the apane f Japanese sc oo 
A. h · a mass o . t t e north end beyond the station ·t rms carrying 
ch'Id · . · d k blue uni O ' 1 ren, tiny boys and girls m ar ld' standing at rest. 
srn 11 fl f J ese so iers h h ' a ags. Near by a troop o a pan d ts and hig s my 
p· . 1 belte coa h' 1 igeon-toed Japa nese officers m ong rm. A w ist e 
b d to keep wa Id' rown boots strutted up and own l h'ldren and so iers 
bl d s hoo c i · ew. Sharp guttural comman s. c. The incoming tram 
drew themselves up at ri<Tid attention. · h clanking swords 
g o £fi rs wit ' · h round to a stop. Five Japanese o c~ the waiting ones wit 
stepped down from the chair car, gree;:; school children waved 
1a~y bows and intakings of breath. h b usque order and the 
t eir flags and cried "Hurrah." Anot er r 
ch'ld ' 1 ten and soldiers stood at ease. ,, 

I said to Felix "Looks like a big event. generals travel up 
''l\ T • ' • d "Japanese 

J. ~ othmg unusual," he rephe · dialect, 
. the Sha11t1111g * Th · Ching, or, in li s· k' e Present capital of Ma11ch11k110, Hsin 1n 1ng . 

, ?lleanmg, new capital. 

289 
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and down all the time . The same thing happens every day all 
along the line." 

It was true. Before I left Manchuria late in April I had seen 
the performance repeated dozens of times. Even in the kin~er
garten in the morn ing an d at noon rece ss the uniformed tll1Y 

boys and girls marched soldier fashion and sang patriotic songs. 
The J apanese are the true believers in the psychology of be
haviorism. 

At ten o'clock that night we swung off the train into thll 
mouth of a blindin g snow storm . In the blackness the s~ad 
. . ~~ 
Junction to wn seemed to be totally uninhabited. As we h 
shivering a Chin ese carrying a lantern stepped forth into ~ e 
light from the train. He beckoned. \Y/ e followed stumbllllg 
over the deeply gashed, frozen road to a small wooden Japanese 
. A h d Id 11iam11 
mn. t t e oor we took off our shoes . A giggling o . I 

d · 1· d1rn Y an two grgg mg young servant girls led the way up a he r . d n t rt stairway and down a creaking corridor. We squatte O • 

padded m at floor while one of the girls started a charcoal _fire~; 
a lar ge iron pot and the other padded about the room making I y 
our beds by spreadin g blankets on the floor. When we finally ah 
down still half dre ssed, the small wooden head rest started stlf\ 

h · at 0 
an ac em my neck that I had to get up and fold my overco 
a pillow. e 

Tu c~~ . e next mornin g we were up at dawn to catch the . as 
tram for the tradin g center, Cheng Chia Tun. This trai~ .;ed 
everything that the Japanese was not. It carried one car d1: 1 ll 

between first and second class· the steam heat was runnings'" ' d J110 • 
temperature of about 90 °; and even the best dressed an d at 
prosperous lookin g Chine se carried several smaller pieces _anb d
~-ast o~e. hu ge, bul ging bundle of luggage wrapped in his ;e fl 

mg, pi.ling them in mounds on the seats and in the ais!e, ~ es, 
P1.rohc~edmg to make himself comfortable by slipping off hishs :rid 
ig tmg up h · · . . t e £ h . is pipe or cigarette, and without let-up to . iflg 

ho t e JO~rney shouting to his friends in a harsh voice, sipP eds 
ot tea with 1 d 1 n se j 

b t h . ou gasps and wheezes, cracking waterme oh ,.,flv 
e ween is teeth d g s " . . an constantly, with preliminary cou 

grunts, sp1ttmg freely on the floor. 
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When after three hours of this hot, stale air punctuated with 
disturbi~g noises, the train pulled into Cheng Chia Tun the 
snow had stopped but the sky remained a dull gray and the cold 
air struck against the skin like driven needles. Except for .a ~ew 
forlorn tea houses opened wide in front to the gusts of whistlmg 
wind, the solid little brick station sat on the plain alone and aloof 
like a passive Buddha. Chine se droshhy drivers, a tall, power_ful, 
ruddy-faced breed the most villainous looking human bemr 
God ever made cr~wded over us, calling out huskily and pluc d-
• ' · J d ut one an mg at our sleeves. Our Chin ese interpreter pie c_e O f d 
· . . holdm er on or ear m a mmute we were flyincr across country, o d d 
Ii£ 0 · b ced up an own, e as the little two seated open carnage oun . d h 1 
r k d £ h h crcrv pomes an w ee s oc e and swayed to the crallop o t e s a.:,01 

11. ' b f f ws ro mg against the roucrh irre~l ar rozen urr~ · f h 
eh . 0 ' . i:, f . . ' tradm cr center o t e 

eng Chia Tun was strictly a armers O d d . I · d 11 0 £ mu an straw. 
P ams. Most of the shops roofs an a , were . 1 I 
Th ffi ' l · d crroanmg carts s ow Y 

e tra c was confined to crea cmg an ° l d onies 
and · f h h by mu es an P · pain ully dragged throug t e ruts h d tepped 
It Was difficult to realize that thr ee hours a';ay we a s 
off a d II I · America. mo ern pu man equa to any m d the little iron 

In the compound of the dealer we sa.t around 1 "business 
stov d d' "N " aid the ea er, e an iscussed business. 0 , s b t now it fall off. 
not so d B . 't"on come u goo . efore native competr 1 1 me Cheng A. in Sout 1 co 
Chyear ago man from Chin ese company d ll much stocks 

1a T · d ·crn boar s, se un, put up many pamte Slo . After he go 
to all d I 1 cut pnce. h ea er and hawker at very ow, 11 buy only very 

he never come back. Still Chinese farmer a ·y bad. And 
c e , Tl · r crop ver ap cigarettes now anyway. 11s yea 
onl ' d" Y paper money. Sales not too goo · l I d over his reports 
th~n echo of the story in Mukd.en.' I :~{:ir desks and tables, 

.n. glanced around at his clerks s1ttmg a d r behind one 
"7r1t1 Th · I leane ove 
f ng. ey revived old memories. fi a sales sheet. 

o th I · gures on 
Bis e c erks and watched him entering le his sleeve was draw~ 
b kbony body crouched close to the tabl , 1 and carefully, his 

ac fr h ' . 1 r so sow y 1· slirn o1;1, is wrist and slow y, eve . deftl in straight mes 
a d sens1t1ve fingers guided the pencil y feet designs, a 
n c . h t were per urves, producing draw10gs t a 

I 
) 
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k d · h the insheet that was a perfect composition. He wor e wit 
tensity, the love and concentration of an artist. f 

Wrapped again in our heavy coats and trailed by a gang Je 
street loafers, we followed the dealer through the market.k 5, 

. . d h h d haw er was nght: busme ss was bad. We foun t e s ops an h If-
. · b ds a a stands stacked high with cheap, faded competitive ran 'fl .by· 

dozen different Chine se mak es, products of some of the Y the 
night companies of Shangh ai, in business one day and 0.ut on 
next. Many of the se firms made a good income by buyuig ak· 
credit cigarette stubs picked from sidewalks and gutters,drnlent 

I · · frau u ing them over and selling for cash, t 1en gomg mto h rtage 
bankruptcy. The trouble was, however, that with t~e s O the 
of money and so many such firms constantly springmg up, en· 
total sales of cheap cigarettes mounted high. This was. ado'W'n 
tirely new phase of the cigarette business to me. I pu~ it. g tO 
as a part of a slow-motion process. I was already beginnUlork· 
see vaguely, in other ways, a cumulative, inevitable process, wpusb 
ing directly and indirectly, passively but persistently , to d dis· 
the foreigner out of China. First were the three-cornere_terri· 
cussions of China with England and America about e:x:tra. the 
toriality, then the decreased activities o~ ~~e. foreigne~:riese, 
field and the consequent increased responsibilities of the 
and now cut-throat competition. £1 or of 

After a late lunch of sukiyaki squatting on the mat O the 
the Japanese inn, we took the train back to the junction °:rtb, 
m~in !ine, chan~ing to the expr.ess to Changchun fa_rthe~:rtlatO 
this trme spendmg the night m the modern foreign 
Hotel, now greatly expanded. died 

In the morning through the window of my bedroom I ~tu the 
the wide boulevard on the other side of the garden frontiogfo!' 
hotel. Neat rows of grey buildings towered like those of ~le!lce 
. . d h Sl eign city, but the street itself was bare of all traffic an t e foot' 

was almost a hush. When we walked down to breakfast oU~·O'hh' 
steps_ echoed through the corridors and back from the t 1feas' 
varmshed floors of the dining room, large enough to seat a aoese 
tw? hundred guests. We sat alone, with three plump Jap 
waitresses to serve us American chow. 
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At the office I asked the territory manager, Mr. T'ing, a stout 
talkative little fellow, to give me the complete low-down on the 
Jeng P'iao business. I had heard it talked of so much and yet I 
Was still a bit mixed. Mr. T'ing sighed. 

"Ah" h ·d " b d · deed Few years ago North fight , e sai , very a , 111 • h H 
South. Old Marshal lose many soldier, cost muc money. e 

h . h N oh So he borrow money put ig tax on everybody. ot enouo · . · 1 
. h · f p'iao provmcia on railroad from Japanese Then e pnnt eng ' d · 

· h 1 'My wor is paper money no silver behind. Old Mars a say, h 
good, I stand back of okay. This note good monehy,lwokrt so 

h , 1 d ~ Old Mars a ta e up 
muc , must use.' \X'hat can peop e 0 · h 1 d' d he 11 ·1 ,. Old Mars a ie, an a si ver money only leave feng Piao. f p·,. , p'· Now eng iao son, Young Marshal bring out more f eng iao. 
all time go more b;d No 0 ood, I think.'' d h d · I . . o . f . on I ha ear m 
1v1 pieced together the scraps of m ormat~ h b. What was 

ukden about the young Marshal's persona a its. 
he like:> 

"H . d h k er very bad. young 
1v1 e squeeze poor farmer an s op eep b"g arsenal 

arshal like father. He keep on spend money on i He hav~ 
aero I Id· h People must pay. b P ane, so iers-cost very muc · . d E oland and he 

ank plenty money for himself in Amencadan nbo ine. Plenty 
spend 1 h' lf an concu 

P enty more money on imse d 1 thes He also 
con b · · 1 y an c o · 
b cu ine, so he must buy plenty Jewe r l have very many 

uy · . k · his pa ace expensive cuno. I hear spea m 
rare piece." 

"B " ow about opium?" Sure he smoke 
l Everybody know. I am not afraid speak ::·be w;ek, he no 

p enty opium. Sometime three, four day, yoor people very 
&ood All h' . He squeeze P b · t 1s thmg cost money. 

ad, more all time. Very bad." . Like Mukden the 

J We drove in a motor car through the city. ously Where 
apa . d wn enorm · 

b f nese section of Changchun ha gro a few blocks 
e ore h h h en country, . h 

f t ey ad faded out into t e op b , k buildings wit 
torn h h f ay nc 
1 t e otel now stood rows o gr no customers 

c osed f b t there were 
to b ronts and foreign windows, u 

e seen. 'd On the \\7 11 stone bn ge. 
e crossed a beautifully carved, sma 



294 CHINA HAND 

other side we jump ed out and en t ered throµgh the gate into the 
Chinese walled city, one str agg lin g, muddy street of cobblesto~eJ 
with open latrines who se stench hovered in the air. We hurrie 
to finish. . 

Early the next day we were off on another Chinese trda.JJl, 
h. . . . I d bo ies, t 1s tune east ward bound to Kinn. The same over 1eate 0 

boisterous chatter and har king and spitting as on the one t~y 
days before. \Y/ e were met by the deal er's motor car, th1 e 1°n le 

. . w10 esa 
one m the city. The dealer, a wealthy man, was a . Jap· 
merchant and a magistrat e. Since Kirin was off the main the 
anese line, it had no foreignized hotel, so we stopped at o!ll 
dealer's compound inside the city. He put us in a large ro nd 

h . I d f . cure a at t e bac k fitted with finely carved blac <.woo urn 1 iJ:}g 
two foreign club chairs. I w as struck with three scrolls. hangs so 
on the side wall, color paintings of flowers. The techmc w:at I 
unu sual in its looseness and boldness of brush strokes t bid 

I a r3 
commented upon it. It turned out that the dea er was l eh 1 
collector of Chine se pa inting s and before I could have u;ands 
had to spend an hour crawling around the floor on ~y 00d· 
and knees carefully examining some of his most preciou; oked 
ings. Too late I realized I had made a mistake. I had over Oh of 
an old Chinese custom. After lunch the dealer, very muc 0 i1t· 
the old school, made a form al presentation of a scroll, anf rich 
door scene done in exquisite tones of brown with touches O bat'' 
red and gre ens. I was forced to accept and was rather e:}i1!lg 
rassed, but the knowledge that there were still Chinese w_h; cio!l· 
to the old formalities and customs gave me a solid satis a:t co 

That evening, as was the custom the dealer had us 0) f,.C 
C:1inese chow and later to visit the p'ing k' ai li ( girl houses · 0lo' 
n~ne, however, the night police called curfew. With manY a:0tJSe 

gres lao mama informed us that within the past week the gaiP· 
had been raided twice by bandits and begged us to co~eha of ' 
f iirom the stifling shut-in air into the brilli ant cold hg i0tJse5 

u moon. The snow had ceased to fall and the pale blue ot1'" 
surrounding th h doW5 f lt r d . e courtyard cast sharp, deeper blue s a l e 
Ime ~gamst the almost blinding pure white of the snoW· 5 ii0' 

was m a dr · h d · t w'J. eam, Ill anot er world. It was night an 1 
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night. It was neither night nor day. And the air had become so 
still, the silence so penetrating, that time itself seemed to have 
stopped, to be holding its breath. 

At the mess another company foreigner was at the dealer's 
compound to oreet us a gaunt Britisher in the Mukden sales 

0 ' d 1. end. He was all decked out as if he were prepare to trave ~ 
t?~ polar regions-a long officer's leather coat with wolfskm 
lrnmg, thick corduroy fleece-lined riding breeches and heavy, fur
l' 1ned leather boots oloves and cap. 

«Wh 'b 
ere're you bound?" I asked. 

«Well," he said, "I was thinking of motoring across country 
to see the dealer at -- (a small interior town three days east 
across country) " 

. The dealer a~d company's Chinese local mana_ger looke1/: 
hun aghast. Throwino their arms about in the air t:1ey h\ h 
~apid-fire conversatio:. Finally the manager spoke i~ Eng rs ' 
Eve h h I ty bandits. Every ryw ere that part of country ave P en I 

day I V much danger. m-news come some town have oot. ery 
Possible you go." 

A day later Felix the gaunt Britisher and I departe_d. 
I h d f ' . . TI chief magistrate was a ound no advertising in Kirm. ie . . . k hi h 

so shore of money he had plastered on a pr?hib1t1ve, s yt- r!s. 
tax: cl . . . til he came to er 
t..Y an it Was a matter of patient waiting un . 'Id d 
-l 1.e · · nn1n o- wi an 
th re,. too, I had found Chinese competit10n_ ru Th~ street of 

e city struggling on the edge of starvation. f river a 
restau d d . upon a rozen 
h rants and tea houses looke own . · d from 

Undr d f · h bl ts of icy win s 
th e eet below. Day and mg t . _as h uoh the street, 
shek~orth blew down this river, whini~g t rho oough the half-

a 1ng th d d' o- shivers t r 
cloth d e puny shacks an sen Ulo d . doorways and 

e bodies hugging shop fronts, squeeze U1 
crouch d . 

e agamst the rampart. 

----.:----~ 

r 
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CHRISTMAS OF 1929-MARCH OF 1930 

the dissip t d y t· f. ad-. a e oung Marshal and his overwork ed Eng .151 

viser-Harbi R · . . N y ear's n ussians are on their ujJ pers- Rm s1an eiv d 
~ve turns out to be a jolly event-Chinese citi es go down a_n 

own while the Japanese are on the rise-the art of forcnt 
progress--Changchun seems to be waiting-rrP/ ease yoit ta e 

me Shanghai" 

I Rl"J\l, 
had . . cl N MY ABSENCE A NEW J\,R be-
I !ome the Mukden foreign sales staff and I moved rnY 1, 

ongmgs to a II G k bllCJ> 
f L sma erman residential hotel a few bloc s h e 

o ongmu II , . t re 
h e er s cmema and dance hall. For the ne:,{t rl'I 

mont s I mad h" h cl frow Mukd S e t is ea quarters during my travels out the 
cigare:~ an~ve;al other _Americans an d a few British fro~{tef 
dinner I . 01 comparues also made the hotel their home, ,,J, 

sat m the I bb · f ·go " venturers Ch. 0 Y eyemg the motley crew of ore1 
• {of 

a few d ' , me~e officials and wealthy merchants drift JJl 'tP 
ays stay m th d ls -<;fl 

the Young M h e attempt to put across business ea ll tPe 
importance /rs et· then quietly slip out. I learned to te piS 
bodyguard. 0 a mese by the number of thugs making up 

Within a few cl tJS iJl 
the house of h ays after I had settled the heating apparat 0d 
burst, forcing~ .e young Marshal's foreign adviser froze atel• 
A short, stockil imb ~lo take a suite in the back part of the bfo·es, 

y Ul t h . cl 1 _e tl ' grey aire Englishman in his ear Y µ 
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he had lived on the same h1d1mg in a compound one hundred 
rrds or so above the compan y mess in Peking when I was there 
rom 1911 through 1913. At th at time he was Peking corre

spondent for the London Tim es. An intellectual, he had given 
up his life to the study of Chinese political economy and now 
con?entrated all his time and energies on the Young Marshal's 
a~airs, working over documents and papers until late into the 
night. His influence reached far . He passed judgment before 
any foreigner or Chinese was allowed to approach the Young 
Marshal on politics or business of any kind. 

A company's stenographer, the foreign adviser's secretary and 
I sat at the same table in the dining room. After serviettes were 
:folded the stenographer usually started off, "Well, how've 

:?'gs been going tod ay?" 
Rotten," from the adviser's secretary. "They've started an-

h:her Northern separation movement down in Peking and _D· 
abs a stack of cables and documents that he can't do anyth~g 
f out because the Young Marshal's been on another o?ium Jag 
a or almost four days. This is his third this month and his doctors 

re having a fit ." 
Or the news m.io-ht be, "Well , Marshal Chiang has bought 

another concubine ,t; 
"Wh • . · h" . '" " at s his number one wife doing about it t is tlffi:· h 

·ad Oh, the same as always . So far she's made him give er a 
: •• ;:_,?ecklace and some furs that've sunk him about 50,000 

of Thus it went, D. devotin g day and night to the hopeless task 
in keeping the young Marshal's business straightene~ out, s~er-

sk? as best he could thr·ouo-h the crooked course laid ou.t ! a 
m d b h d" · d d h s time 

a ny, elicate affable little degenerate w O ivi e di l 
tnong · ·- them an P ay-

in . opium sprees, treatments gettlllg over 
g With his W 0 omen. 1 f d k'ng 

tr Ver th e Christmas and N ew year holidays I oa e ' ta ..j 
o arnlps, wishing the dealers kung ssit fa tsai (ha~py New e:r 

t, lter 11 b ' · t Chinese banque 5 

'Whe a Y, usiness good luck), golllg O New 
Y re healths were drunk with beer and brandy and on h" h 

ear's Eve attending the number one's official dinner at w ic 

1 
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the "g~od old company" did its duty nobly by offering the op· 
portur:uty for innumer ab le toasts wh ich called for quantities of 
excellent champa gne and hi gh-proof vodka . 

. A few day s after the foreign holida ys I was off north to Bar· 
bm. 

On the morning of January 5th, Ru ssian Ne w Year's Eve, one 
of our men, an Austrian, met me at the station with a motor 
c.ar. When I was there before only clroshllies existed. No-W out· 
side were dozens of motor ta x is driven by hard-faced Russians, 
:'7 e passed the old Grand and into a busy looking paved street 
lined with tall, faded brick and stone buildings. Open rnoto! 

ca~~L packed and jammed, flew back and forth. 
ot of traffic. Busine ss mu st be on the up " I said. 11 

"Oh " ' ea .. ' no. My companion laughed. "Those are what you A 

J1tneys. For t . ts ~rtl· wenty cents Harbin money (about 4 cen 
money) you can ride almost anywhere in town." . 
h We.drew up at the Hotel Modern in the center of the RU5

~~: 

sb opdpmg district. Three old men with lined cheeks and wd' e 
ear s · f h e (1 f h ' ~eann g rayed second-h and clothes, stood at t e d ~r 

0 f the si ewalk with out stretched hands. One opened the 0,h 
0 t e car! anoth er that of the hotel. The Austrian handed ea d 
a small piece f ·1 . ps a!l o s1 ver. The old men touched their ea . hJ11, 
murmured thank M . . h epis ; "I I s. Y compamon looked at me a bits e 00r 
d .1 ~'whays .keep a pocketful of small change to give the p .,et 

ev1 s, e said "Th , . . . . ' ·ng o · h . · ey re m a pitiful fix. Harbin s runn 1 h if 
wit starvmg Wh . f f c e ite re ugees. They've been thrown out O ..,d 
own country h l depe» u ' ave no p ace to go and no one they can 50 

pon, and all th . b h h go, many f h e JO s ere ave been taken up long a d ~t 

the do~ \ em have had to turn beggar. Two or three stall allY 
he give; 0 evefry shop. The shopkeeper closes his eyes-ustJd 0o! 

f one o them th . d 1 the or custom ,, e conce ssion to open an c ose 
ers. 

After I registered d d £0! j 
minute. A. l an we were outside again, I stoPPe d ~!l 
rococo, with p ~~sa1:t street-the buildings old-fashione ~dY 
stream of peda 1?nified, homely air. On the sidewalks a ste ~od 

. 1 estnans ran . b h d. me!l gir s, all dressed . bl m ot irections: Russian wo co"' 
in ack coats with cheap fur collars, gre'Y 
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ton stockings with black high shoes; Russian men, young and 
old, shrunk within light, shabby overcoats with turned-up col
lars. They seemed to be going nowhere-just walking off time. 

That evening the Austrian and the company's number one for 
North Manchuria, a Polish citizen who had been president of the 
Russian Tennis Club in Tientsin when I was a member back in 
~9 16, accompanied by two Greek brothers who were the lead
mg manufacturers of Russian one-end cigarettes, took me out 
to celebrate. At nine-thirty we started with dinner at the Kasbek 
cellar restaurant. 

I danced once with our young waitress. H alf way around the 
floor she spoke. 

"Please, you are from Shanghai?" 
I said, "Yes." 
"Please, you go back soon?" 
I said, "Yes " 
~'Pl~ase, you . take me Shangh ai?" 

sai~ nothing. . . 
th Earlier in the day I was looking over the cigarette display in 

e hotel lobby. The Rus sian oirl in charge had asked me the 
Sare three questions in the san;e wistful manner. I thou gh~ of 
w at the Irishman had told me on my first night in Mu~ en, 
~bout the sole am bition of every White Russian in Man~hunah: t~ 

nd a w . Th eh· Eastern Railway a 
bu·1 H ay to get to Shanghai. e inese d ·11 trolled 

i t arb · · · 1 d d the Re s sti con 
it w· h 111, was its very life b oo an . l identifica-
t· it a firm hand. Without a country, their on YI . h 
Ion a . l 1 . a peop e in searc 
f specia Chinese pass the \V/ utes were 

0 ah ' · 1 ome and Shanghai was their only 1ope. " an 
w!~ck at the table, I asked the Polish number on~, .)--f.ow m y 

"ites altogether do you figur e are in Manchuria. . the Oh . d . campmo near 
l} • ' possibly 100 OOO. Severa l thou san are b d h 
J.'\.Ussian b d , l any The Re s ave 
a h b· or er-no one really knows 10 W m · . h But a It f fl · f d bomb111g t em, 
s- 11 ° ymg across every so o ten an: 
·••a lot ·11 bl. " "H s StI manage to keep drib ing in. 

''A.~w many Japs?" 
A.f out 250,000." b' , famous 

ter dinner we went to the Moidin Roitge, Har Ul s 
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h d guests, (in China) cabaret with a capacity of at least at ousan • 
Th · es outnuill But it was a sad, sad New Year's Eve. e waitress 

bered the guests five to one. A trian 
As we were leaving after the midnight toast, the us here 

nudged me and whispered, "Stick with me. I'll take you w 

it's lively." l burbs 
. l d of ne su We drove for several miles to t 1e outer e ge "tting 

house s1 to draw up finally before a large two-story stucco r with 
alone on a hill. Inside the hallway a dried-up little Ita iant,aches, 

. d T mus skin like parchment and huge grey pomte m1 1tary an· 
· frorn bounced up and squeezed the hand of the Austnan.. f feet 

other room I heard a string orchestra and the stamping 0 

and shouts. . yet, I 
"Wait," said the little dried-up Italian. "Don't go 1; 0 u wiil 

must show you the house. I have just newly decorated. 
appreciate it." t cable 

He led us into the back room furnished with a banq~e d his 
d h . . . . 6 h H twiste an c airs m the ornate period of Louts 1 t , e 

mustaches proudly. h toP of 
"Now, we go upstairs." He threw open a door at t ~· g his 

the staircase. "The great men of Italy," he said, e:x:ten :t1rlll 
. . . b h Id. g were . arm m a maJest1c gesture. A ove t e mo m Gari· 

portraits of the most famous men of Italy, Caesar, Dante, fheJl 
baldi, Angelo, d' Annuncio-in all twelve or fifteen heroes··ce tbe 
h . · tWi t e little man pointed a finger at two large portraits, f 1vft1S' 

size of the others, above the facing doorways. One was 0 

solini, the other of himself. he ill' 
So much did we exclaim and show our pleasure that ly fo! 

sisted on showing us his very private bedroom and bath, 011 e1illg 
h. . . f . f h" s cha11o t.e is most mtimate nends to see. One o is acts wa feel 0' 

her costume, but never mind, "See the shaded lights, and lellse, 
soft bed. Like a white cloud is it not' And notice, if you Pt l 
h" ' . . beS. 

t is fin: lace on the canopy and the pillows. It 1s the 
myself imported it straight from Burano." . 0 of 

<:?£ the . bath it need only be said that it was the creattO 
Latm g.e~ms and imagination burning their brightest. e {o! 

We Jomed the stampede in the intimate ballroom. Sa"V" 
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R · ome almost in rags myself and the Austrian all were ussian, s d 
. h h . f living They greete hut every one overflowing wit t e JOY O · M t r 

d h Reoi once a oscow s a ' us with smiles and cheers. An w en b ' h fl f old 
·th h chestra t e ag o stood on the small platform w1 t e or . 'd owerful 

R . 1 I ld nd san o m a eep, p ussia s ung across her s 1ou ers, a i::, d d They 
1 h the crow went ma . 

soprano the Cz arist nationa ant e~ . the elled and roared; 
hanged the table s and stamped their feetTh, y y fter another 
h d · d en one a 

t ey hugged each other an cne · d cl-impromptu folk 
couples whirled and jigged and squat- andceh . clapping their 
d d hies an c airs, ances-while the rest stoo on ta 
hands in time and cheering them along. 1 wly rose a :fiery 

W h h ·11 the sun s o e drove back across t e i s as 
red above the dark horizon. h d looking over 

· the s ops an 
After a week in Harbin coven1:g f 11" 0 on a few dealer 

the advertising, I brought up the idea ~ c~ mhi::,adquarters were 
t · . . h ·n district e, owns m the mtenor. But t e mat l the rivers were 

I I as too ate, on Y to be reached by rivers. t w h" d and no contact 
frozen, all stocks for the winter had been s ippe 

could be made until the spring thaw. f . "ted however, the 
A . . . I h d so ar visi , . 

s m the other native cities a b disintegrating 
Ch· d f years een h 1nese business district ha or l treets with s ops 
steadily. Walking through the slushy, g oo~dy s ~g the small 
f . in rru -morn f 
acmg each other so closely that even h drawn paleness 0 

electric bulbs only served to enhance t ; th~ir surroundin~s, 
the owners and the twilight bleaknes~do fa plague. And ID 

· h mi st o -ai: gave me the feeling that I was in t e faced with snlllll~g 
Russian Newtown wherever I turned ~ wa;ey mufflers in place 
old white bearded beggars wearing thin g d oirls in grey cotton 
of overcoats and with marching women an ; of poverty settled 
st k· f 1 the pressur oc mgs. Wherever I was I e t 
around me like a fog. 

* * ,:- * . * uth for Antung, near the 
I( From Harbin I made straight so Port Arthur. . d 

orean border on the line that led to · ctures enter my m;. · 
I J:oday when I think of Antun~ tJ~h~nese neatly go-wne 111 

see a row of dignified, white-haire 

l 
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1 · · · kstands, black sitting on small benches before tab es contammg ill h 
. h ' 1· ht d space t e brushe s and paper. It is sunn y, but m t 1s sun- 1g e . g 

h . · h u t movin · icy wind blows down from the no r th. T ey sit wit O ing 
Th . . b b' J· . d' b d They are earn eir rmpertur a 1 1ty r emams un 1stur e . 
their living as professional letter writers. .d. down 

I also see a Chin ese on a sled loaded with freight, git . 1~~n his 
the frozen Yalu River . Hi s hands clutch the ropes b; 1 1 the 
load. The toes of his left foot perch perilou sly on the e I ge O of a 
back board and his ri ght leg wo rks like the pendudum dinu 

. l · n sen o speeded-up clock, pu shin g his foot against t 1e ic~ a making up 
the flying sled along at the rate of an express tram 

time. . 1 d trad· 
My first corn plete trip around the chief commercia Nan huang, 

ing centers of Manchuria ended with a short tour of u~ow.r1-
its neighbor Chin H sien, and Dairen. Down, down, . Jap· 

· . . 1 • the same. everything Chmese I had seen m Mane rnna was buildiJJg 
anese sections, Westernized and immaculately clean, directioO 
up; native s~ctions goi?g to rack and ~uin .. In wh~ they go? 
were the Chin ese headm g ? In what d1l'ect10n cou.l . uette, 
All they seemed to h ave left was their ple asant formal ~ 1iy the 
and even th at was lost by tho se who had been touche 
foreigner. The thou ght was depressing. b .r1d for 

When again I was seated on the Japanese Pullman ou e.Il the 
D airen I felt better, and better still when I slipped betwese ya
sheets that night on an American mattress at the Japane bro~d 
mato hotel. Japanese Dairen had gone ahead -far. A ne; which 
macadamized avenue cut through a shopping district O t 

0
f it 

any American city would have been proud. In the hedar ·.r1 the 
d . e I Was a large, recently erected arcade building esign tal;efl 

most modern Western architectural style, the ground fl~or 
0
rred 

up by exclusive shops displaying the latest fashions in ifll[e oP' 
me~cha~di se through shining, plate-glass windows .. On u:ldi!lgs, 
posite side of the hotel hidden by the Japanese official b aiost 
Ch· h ' · ag 

mese s ops huddled together like beggars pressing 
each other to stave off the cold and loneliness. didoO 

Back in Mukden I worked out plans and laid the fou~ et iO 
of the adv · · · e11e 

ertismg system that was eventually put 10to 
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. . h" For three months I worked every town and village 111 C ma. . . . time and a oain, 
. I d . . . the railway cities b 
m and out of Mu<- en, visitmg ,, 'd O each repeat visit 

· ff « h · ystem i ea. n starting o my c am-store s h' · l ing lower into 
I f . d' . the C rnese sm <- . ound native con itions worse, . . A tung Cheng Chia 
a state of poverty. In Ch angchun, Kibr~n, b 1: ness ~as almost at 
Tun and N uchuang and north in Har 1-? ~si thei'r hands and 

I wrrnoino a complete stand-still. Shop {eepers b I:; 
0 

the merchants 
local magistrates still piling on ta~es, hsqueez~b money kept on 
and farmers harder than ever, while t e pape 

dropping. . . . Changchun, a mild, ~sunny 
One mornmbo on my last v1S1t to . . the air Felix and 

d r f spnno 1Il ' k ay with the first restless fee mg O d' b t beyond the bac 
I took a stroll down the avenue exten m[t 0J up and down hill, 
of the hotel. We came to a park and dwfla -:e becls. We stopped 

. . h d es an ower J over winding paths past s a e tre d watched two ap-
at the first tee of a nine-hole golf courlls.e an ace. On our way 

d · · I tly ro mg sp J se anese rive off into the p easan k ·nto the apane 
b k k to run smac i · the ac we circled around the par , . . ent to those m 

d . ·1 m equipm b army post, equal in size an sum ar of permanent ar-
States. A orove of trees shaded the long rows me upon a group 

k b d way we ea . n rac s. And a few hundred yar s a , I dquarters, facmg .a 
of f · 'Id· officers 1ea layin ° ore1gn red brick bm mgs, . dershirts were P b 

athletic field where stocky privates m un 

h · as earnestly at soccer. d mpty and t e city_ h 
A.I h il t an e d wit t ough the avenues were s en h hun as compare l1 

dead as a doornail the picture of C angc that of a carefu Y 
the Changchun of thirteen years before ~:s last detail, as cofj 
planned model foreign city, :finished t~llt ~ draft. Yes, a ~o. e 
Pa d . oh penci e . d d waitmg re to an architect's first roub ' 'f p01se an 
c't · 1 dspan,asi 1 Y, standing at attention, sp1c <-an h. h 
for some signal to bring it to life. . Harbin in Marc . t e 

When I made my farewell excurswn tt?ating with the Chmesde 
S . h h b n neoo i uppose oviets ad for several mont s ee Railway. It was s . nd 
over the sale of the Chinese Eastern b d 0 £ Red Russian a. 
to b b · by a oar b' y action e governed on an equal asis , the ar itrar Th 
Ch · 1 ccas10ns 'ke e lllese directors. But on severa O h Chinese to stn · 
of the Rnssian chairman had driven t e 
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Russians claim ed that the Chin ese were dilatory and inefficien~ 
Undoubtedly the truth was that Russia was so deeply concerne 
over her internal industrial pro gram that she did not care to 
have her concentration interfered with by any extraneous mat-
ters and wanted to force a sale. . 

h . I frontiers, 
S e was, however, takm g no chances on 1er eastern d r 

and still kept a flock of airpl anes bu sy flitting across the bor e 

hunting down White refugees. · g 
She was, too, at the same time making a move towards ~ut~~

into the Chinese market by dumping low grade one-en_ cig r
rettes, cotton piece goods and low grade oil on the Harbidn m\e 
1 · 0 ul rna 
~et at prices far below those at which any competitor c nd 
a profit. But she made one great mistake: even for dowJ;r a ess 
out Harbin the low price s could not make up for the sho 1Jl 

of those first shipments. toit 
Rumors had reached Shan ghai that Russia expected ~o e~}lioll 

North Manchuria in a big way by an appropriation of _six r;::i otJt 
rubies to start the ball rolling. Represent atives we~e 111 ~ t1es
of the hotel sniffing the air like cocker-spaniels, with. big h q red 
tion marks in their eyes. Utter strangers stopped me in t e 0£ 
lounge of the hotel and asked what I thought of the chafce~re 
a branch bank or real estate office. My ideas about the uheirS 
turn of business was probably a great deal more mixed than tRtJS ... 
~ut I man ag~d ~o r:ply in an off-h ~nd m~nner th at if thJ cigii
sians kept shippmg m other goods like their cheap one-en 00 -

rett es they'd soon glut the mark et an d business would get 
wh~re. h k)' 

The last night my Austrian friend called up Regi, the b ~:ts, 
soprano, and the three of us made a final round of the c~ a or" 
five in all, three in cellars. Five sweating, hard worlong fi'1e 
chestras played and sang American jazz to empty tabl~s. bell' 
young Russian w aitresses uniform ed in black and whi~please, 
over as they served and whispered wistfully in my ear, 
you go Shanghai, you take me Shanghai." 

XXXIII 
APRIL OF 1930 

T. . . ·. tl e sun- a modern street 
tentszn is lihe an old codger dozing ui ' . painted blue 

without atmosphe re- the decline of t~e !0;ezgner-;her growing 
and white walls sell republican prtn~tP es-a nosoleu,1ns with-
W h 't p ·p· · city of mau 

i e R ussian commu nity - et mg: alls and bitterness 
out a soul-mor e Hue and white w 

0 A MORNING IN THE EARL y 

N . dows of a spick and span 
part of April I looked through the wm · 11 noises and dust 
new motor bus ta kin a in the old familiar srnhe s,l As I followed 
of T· b House ote . d h ientsin on my way to the Astor h"te aroun t e 
my 1 b he porter, w 1 

ugg age to the sidewalk cur t d 
temples, looked me over scratching his hea · 

""I ,, see you before Long time ago. 
"Sure," I said. "B-A -T 1914-19 15·" d A brass band at 

h lie grinned all over and we shook ban ls. sure. Neither the 
t e · more p ea d 
h station could not have given me ·pen with age, an 

ot 1 d pt to n . e nor the porter had change exce 
unmediately I felt at home. old office slightly 

The first day I spent in the office, thel~a.me I had started in 
enl d h po ic1es Ill M arge , going ov er notes on t e e distributing syste 

anchuria. Tientsin had adopted the salm 1 to a Chinese agent 
as B b' d" t who esa e ger ar m: the company sold 1rec . Division mana 
llnd h" h foreign Hing er 1s own company name; t e h d reduced trave 
acted as "adviser". Also, the foreigners a 

30S 
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h f . was quietly and Chine se cont act s to a m inimum. T e oreigner f h" was 
removin g him self to the backg round. How much o t is 

forced? d the city 
W ith th e Ameri can advertising manager I roan:ie 1. o-s to 

. 'M . ·1at10n cmt> for severa l day s. R equi escat zn pace. Y im ag u ' . h othing 
a per sonifi ed picture of Tientsin as an old cod ger wit d 11 ainst 
to do and nothin g on hi s mind, comfort ab ly squatte ~g and 
a wall, dozing in the sun. True, stree t cars clange Horse 

h T M L the "Great broughams clattered dow n t e a a u, ·id· 5 run 
d " d . h f . h s and bu1 mg Roa , ma e over w it new ore1gn s op ' II' foreign 

by , and catering to, the Chinese, m any of them se 1;g he well
clothes and all kinds of foreign ga dgets. An d most O t_ le: the 

d d · W tern sty h to-do Chine se on thi s street were ressc m es I hat wit 
women, more con servativ e, going only so far as th e fe t 

a saucy !eath~r. . . . n buildings, 
But, m spite of these unposmg ro ws of foreig ·JI-fitting 

display s of foreign merchandi se in the win dows, the \ stores 
men's suits and women's saucy h at s, I noticed in all th· '.e g and 
h I I .1 h · crate in t at c erks eaned sleepi y over t eir counters, s he 11ia 

yawning, their minds on chow or sleep or going over t 
chian g game of the night before. . -the}' 

"None of these places seem to be doin g any business,, I re· 
must be having a tough time keeping up all this front, 
mark ed after my third or fourth visit. fhiS 

"God knows how they do it. Live on nothing I recl~on, doWJl 
town' s as dead as hell, anyway . Tientsin has been ~om~ ppi!lg 
ever since they mo ve d the capital from Peking. All this scr ad 0 1.1t 

between the North and South keeps every one down an ·ust ~ 
except the fellows making the trouble. Th ese shops are J 
lot of face pidgin. . j;ied, 

"The Chinese have changed, too. Th ey' re getting foreig~o be 
and when they get that way they're too damned cocky 11ers 
any good. It's all false faces. They lose all their old 1:1a!l 11ot 
an~ honesty and become tricky-they're neither foreig!l hirrt· 
Chinese, they ape the forei gne r and at the same time hate for~ 

"Th ' he ey re gradually taking the business away from t O :1.t1r 
eigner, too. The only foreign firms here that amount t 
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. companies The Dollar thing any more are the oil and cigarette d ·t well per-
L thers o pret y , umber Comp any and one or two o 

haps, but that's abo ut all." h" t'on along the 
. h I r c mese sec 1 , Off the Ta Ma Lu, m t e regu a lways bustling 

d h · h before were a narrow, winding alley roa s, w ic . h vels and a few 
and busy, the shops had disintegrate; ~to t~rough the dust. 
stragglers wandered aimlessly her_e an td e~e d market. 
The liveliest place was the open air seco? 11::churia Tientsin's 

After what I had heard and seen m_ b"o-one however, 
I h · I d · d receive a 1b ' et argy was no great surprise. 1 believe that there 
the beginning of a discover y that ledllme to lled China some 

. h . d tr a y contro 11 llllg t still be hope for a u111te , ce~ 0 11 the best wa 
day in the future, even though _dist a~r ~a:acters stood out 
spaces in the Chinese cit y bold light u~ c 
· . · d white. 1n relief against a background pamte . . ;>" I asked. "All the 

"Who's doing all this heavy advertising. 

best locations seem to be taken." ao-anda. They've 
"Th , , rnment prop 1:> y at snot advertising. Its gove write up Sun at 

comm andeered all the good outdoor space1.to nd fighting, and 
S ' · . 11 I · quarre mg a d en s principle s. It's crazy a t 11s t-of by an 
h ' d overnmen ' t en to see these principles of goo g time you turn 

f h . h face every k Th or t e people--starin"' you m t e · Sun's boo , · e 
b d carries . around. Every Chinese who can rea b t it But it's Just 

Th · · . · d talks a ou · d he ree Prniczples '·· and studies an h' "' and to o t 
l'l ' f ne t IDt, h' k 1 <.e them to stand up in th eory or O h you come to t in 
o . 1 . I r w en 1· . " Pposite. It's not all their fau t eit1e '. . ut a bare 1vmg. 

f · · d1ggmg O h "d 0 rt. Th ey h ave a pretty tough ume as the fact that t e 1 eas 
'What struck me forcibly, however, w hould have taken 

of h · d s utherner, s · · of a ated Cantonese, a despise O • 1 the repetition 
S~ch a hold on the North. Was . it simrh~ real ruler of ~e 
s ogans, from the beginnin g of histokry d breaker of b~si
lllasses 1· . . d ma er an 1 passive , genera 1ss1mo 1n wars an O was it mere Y 
nesses 1· . ts;> r , re 1g1ons and governmen · . 
sufferance) . Manchuria, 

I . . ss the river , as m 
n the offices of the compames aero f living for cverY 

.. B . 2 a raised standard ? n interference. one_ rtefly: (I) a democ ratic government-( )free fr om all foresg 
(J) economic and politi cal independence 
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the foreign staff was reduced and the Chinese increased. Wheel
barrows and mule carts still creaked by at a funeral pace, cartd 
ing the heavy loads of cigarette s, oil and coal: Office :7ork F:r
become grooved into a similar sleepy, plodding routllle. y 
eign business had muddled along in the same way for so :and 
years that every one seemed to have settled into the same ie 
mold of inertia as the Chinese. the 

My first afternoon an old acquaintance took me out to ,25 
Race Club. The new building had been erected in 1924 or had 
when the Mex. dollar was shooting sky high and every one as a 
the feeling prosperity had come to stay. The second story w red 
h vrh e ente uge ballroom with a suspended dance floor. \\, en ~ f the 
I was almost ready to change my mind about the decline 01 den 
foreigner; men, women and children sat around tables a 
with the inevitable whisky sodas and tea. ,, I et.· 

«I had no idea there were so many foreigners here, 
claimed. . here 

"Don't kid yourself. You're looking at all of Tients~ !r ill 
is. When this place was built they took in every foreign ,,£-

' h can p town, except the broke White Ruskies. Anybody W O 0oe 
ford can join. Half of these people--or more-belo~g t~ tell 
of the regiments-American English French or Italian• 

' ' ,, you, fellow, this place is far from what it used to be. 
"I suppose every one spends his spare time here." 
"You said it. There's nothing else to the place." . .tJ of 
My last Sunday I took a walk alone through the sectio.ro~s 

curio shops and soldier drinking joints. On side streets were side· 
and rows of semi-detached, small brick houses and on the it1tlst 
walks and porches I passed hundreds of Russians. Ther\er iP 
ha:e been at least several thousand Whites jammed wget Jes· 
th.is one small district. More than ninety per cent. of the pe afld 
tnans I had y· . k l 0 ger5 . seen on 1ctoria Road, among the par ou ..,er, 
cmema audien I h' . hoWe 

bi ces, were a so W ite Russians. No one, 
was a e to expl · h h d l · · g d Af am ow t ey manage to make a 1Vlll · .oiflo 
t . tfer a Week of Tientsin I caught the eight-thirty mo~ 
ram or Pekin S d here• p . g. eventeen years since I had live t tefe' 

assmg up the old Wagon-Lits I took a ricksha across to 
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graph Lane and put up at the new Grand Hotel de Pekin-a 
suitable name if grand is translated, "large". Outside the hotel 
on the plaza several hundred ricksha boys were lined up l~e a 
fighting brigade, their rickshas gleaming with gadgets _of h~ghly 
polished brass. I had the porter pick me a boy for daily hrre-:
a Weazened talkative little old fellow. It was good to hear agahm 
tl ' 1 d M d rin. After t e 1e pure, clear accents of unadu terate a~ a . k ha 
garbled Shantung talk in Manchuria, even commg f~om a nc s s 
boy the Peking dialect had a rich, musical ring. His charge ;a 
surprisingly low. Competition, he said. Jobs were fewh. ot 
lo . b y-more t an ten ng ago there were getting to e so man . . The 
thousand at one tin1e-that no one could ma~e a hi"-1n~. 
authorities had to cut down and establish a max1mu~ imit.f 

A 'ff d h · -different rom s we turned into Hatamen I sm e t e air with hardly 
that of any other city in the world-keen and dry, ·n 
a trace of atmosphere-bracino-. All the little shops w.e; st1 

~here with their delicately car~:d fronts bla~k~::n ;~: st:::; 
ut I found myself looking contmually up an I issed 

and ba~k over my shoulder towards Telegrabh ~ai:·d n;; seen 
soxnethmg. Then I suddenly became aware t adt y rickshas 
one p k· h d passe , man 

e zng cart! Several motor cars a 1· d wn the 
and .tn 1 l p k' cart ratt mg 0 

u e carts-but the colorfu e mg h d · running 
road h rr k " of t e nver 
I -t e Ch'ieh kuang-ch'ieh ttang d · s-all that 

a ong ·d . 'd h pe estnan 
si e importantly waving asi e t e d b en and de-

W-as eeme arr &one--finished forever. The streets 5 

Pressed I ld 
B · . t Was a tragedy. ll d p before the o 

Ofli ack m the familiar h1dmigs we pud e u He was there in 
ce c ·ze me. 

191 °.tnp~und. The porter recogni d (I had almost for-
t> l, looking the same. He kowtowe d 1 tting his right 
oOtten th . · h knee an e 
ar e word) , bending his ng t . d he grinned, em-
b Ill hang straight. \Vhen I shook hi_s hbanh. d me exclaiming 

arrassed A I I . 'd I h d him e m . d 
to th . · s wa ked ms1 e ear . nd felt their excite 
t e ricksha boys and godown coolies a 
s~~ d 

I e0 "th battered desks an 
eh . ntered the office-the old office, w1I d behold-there 

airs k d o an 
sto d \;11usty smelling and dan -an h d wn key in Paot-

o iv.Lr. Tsui, for whom I guarded t e go 0 

-- --=-
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h d k n as the ingful And with. him~ Mr. Kung, w hom I a . no~ ed men 
number two Pekrng rnt erpr et er. E ld erl y , white ha~ hool 
now, but still two of the fine st sp ecimens of th e O scous 

. . 1 l d courte ' Chrnese of the North, hone st, krnd y, gent e an leasure 
complete gentlemen. It w as good to see them but my PP king 
was mixed with bitt ern ess. I thought aga in of the absen~ e that 
carts, the lack of life and color in th e streets-and t enl gan! 

. . ddl"l aso new name, Pei Ping-United North-it soun e 1 ce th to 
I felt a swift sur ge of an ger. It all seemed an in sult of_ you ce, 

I . . d l f . h t res1stan a g onous per son ality gro w n old an e t wit ou h" walls, 
. . w 1te But the worst insult of all was the blue wntmg on uch farther 

When the South came into power they h ad gone m f Tient· 
in painting up the w alls of Peiping than th ey had t~ose ° Cit)'
sin. Every available space-some in the ex-Forbidden ess--of 
bore long inscriptions from the writings of Sun. Progr eal, :i 
a kind, yes-but did tho se writings carry a stronger ap{1f for 

. . . f human1 , £ more progressive appeal to the best mstmcts o . gs o 
' d"d l sayin a good government and a good life , than i t 1e . prac· 

Confucius and Lao Tz e? Were they better adapted in I~ what 
· l · d f ;i After a ' tica way to a nat10n of craftsmen an armers. 

was progress? . 
11 

th:it 

Moving around the city the uneasy feeling of desol~tt-:g was 
had been stealing over me since my arrival grew. Peipi 011 the 

h. was d an empty shell. She had lost her soul. Everyt mg d olishe · 
surface, which was kept scrupulously scrubbed an P radiflg 
But Peking had been a cap ital in every sense-never fa t.rtl the 

d l . · g ro e· Center-an now the people dragged out a ivtn as r 
C k' · · I VI J r· ~o s tourist trade and around-the-world cruises .. ·d coo 
minded of Goldsmith's D eserted Villag e. Only life, vivi '·Jdiflg5 
f I ·b · 1· I bt11 • Je u Vi rating ife made a city-not empty, state Y . · }itt J 
and sh l Th I · rt1st1C 0 ow P aces. e foreigners living here in t 1eir a dds a.fl 
compounds back among the hutungs, picking up little O f 901· 
~~ds of curios, talking little talk eagerly and knowingly O 

0
di.O$ 

itics and atte d · 1 . . I prete 1.at 
h h n mg coc ctail parties, were desperate Y h ..-e tP t at t ey we d . . p e,- (' 

l re surroun mg themselves with an atmos ·r0Pe no onger exist d h · 1. , Id 1 e , gat enng ivrng warmth from a co ' sonal museum. 

)~ 

~ ·---

I le generation . ema Cit y t y pes of th e youn ger 
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Id t understand Unless on account of the expense, I cou no h og-
h . h ffi . I f t e rec why the legations r emained. Since the rg o era s O d"d the 

nized government were all in the South, with whom / the 
ambassadors and ministers confer? Or did they hope ~ re
impossible--that the South would some day consent to t ly to 

I there mere turn of the capital to the North? Or were t 1ey huria-
exchange notes and gossip, and to keep an eye on Mane 
and the Japanese? Or was it simply atmosphere? . by ]Vfr. 

That evening I went to an early dinner party grv1en I bad 
. . II of w 10m Tsui and Mr. Kung. Three other Americans, a . But 

I. f Id wnes. d known before, were there. It was a g rmpse O O d nerate 
the food had changed-the fine art of cooking had ege s Jost 
with the fading out of Peking as a capital. Even that wa 

in the past! P l ce and 
Sunday I wandered around through the Summer a ag here, 

h 1 · . h. s wron d t e temp_ es m the Western Hills .. Somet mg _wa ad died all 
too. I still had that lonesome feelmg that Pekmg h_ curious 
was buried. The Summer Palace was full of stan~g, t 0 ,rer
soldiers, would-be guides who pestered me, and I coul no-washed 
come the belief that the greasy Buddhist monks had not 
or changed their clothes in all the years I'd been away. h re w.is 

I had loved Pei Ching-but she existed no longer- e 
a city of the dead-without a soul. 

XXXIV 
MAY OF t930 

. . on the question of ex-
China pushes England and Am erica . Cl ,bs and cus-

l . t ·t American .1~ tra zty-faces at the Cercle Spar 1 - E z· h the gentle art 
t l d f 111, the ng zs Oms-Americans have :.earne · ro t a bothersome 
f rr dd . ' h' h . es the answer o 0 mu . lzn' through' w ic gzv dl W bite Rttssian-

question-a nice old suburb has gone ma ~ ·t and light blue 
"Chinese are diff erent"-Shanghai has no w Jt e 

walls 

I OF MAY I FIRS'f PAR'f 
N THE d innova-. the changes an 

':as called back to Shanghai to discuss The front pages an~ 
ti~ns in policies I was putting into_ eff;;il I N ews and.Shanghai 
editorial columns of the North China )fill d with news and 
T· were e nnes, the two English newspapers, . mong the States, 
ar d discussron a · 1· I guments on the three cornere . of extra-territona ity. 
England and China over the question · ht good-naturedly 
w . h States mig . E g-as astonished. I could see how t e h b"t of following n 
play along with England. She had a ~ i "th the Chinese the 
land's leads. Too, she had always playe I wi But England was 
part of a disinterested and kindly un~e; d date to drop e~
;ct~ally nearing the point of setting/ alt:nderstanding. Di~ 
t~ahty completely. That was beyon Ito ether? Did they_ no s 

ey Want to get out of the country la grun his own busihnes 
real"z h . Id be ab e to I ..rw ere 
• 1 e t at no foreigner wou ·ble to trave an,·· 
lll Shanghai and that it would be impossi 

H3 
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. ff h beaten m safety? Even at present it was dan gero us to get o t e d 
un er track of treaty port s. Three-fo urth s of the country w~s ho 

the control of communi sts bandi ts or provincial officials w s 
b d . 1 . , d h b d their nose were an rt eaders m all but name an t um e h . re 

at the Nanking government . North, Central and Sout ::th 
at loose ends. Of course the Chinese wanted to do awa~ hey 
extrality; they wanted the foreigner out of the countr~, ht his 
were pushing him out as much as they could; to squ~ c ·ples. 
power and influence was one of Sun's basic Thr ee Pr:nct talk 
Young China in the treaty ports might dre ss foreign_fasl: 10n, but 
the foreign language and fall in love with the foreign Ja~z, sur
after all how far did these external chan ges reach below_ tfe ling 
f h I · · his ee ace-how much was he changed bene at h t e sun rn I aker 
towards the foreigner as an arrogant intruder and troub e 111 

and a glorified bandit? ,5 for 
A friend invited me out to the Cercle Sportif Franiat and 

cocktails an d dinner. I was still a non-resident mern er anda 
looked forward with plea sure to sitting again on the ver haps 

· h · 1 1· h d per wit its state y columns, enjoying the moon 1g t an was 
a dubonnet for old times' sake . My imagination, ho weverdra-W 
on the wrong track. We motored into Frenchtown to -what 
up before a stucco palace that from the outside had some e 5o, 
h . 'd rnor t e appearance of a public casino and from the msi e l 110jse 

We gravitated automatically straight to the bar. 1' 1e the 
. ht to was deafening. When I was able to adjust my sig with a 

smoky ~tmosphere I found we were in a large ~oorn ed with 
bar taking 1:P one side and the rest of the space P1?rn he pos
t~bles at w~ich sat every n ationality in the world with : 11 were 
sible exception of pure orientals. T11e faces of the worn aod 
so overlaid with highly contrasting red and white make-tlP art, 
mascara that for quite some time I was unable to tell them appetS 
a~d after severa l hours they still look ed like so many ptl.P 
without expression. 

"What is this," I asked, "some special occasion?" ut of 
My c?mpanion looked up surprised. "No, it's nothing 'fh's is 

the ordinary. Just the regular bunch at cocktail time, ~of 
a sort of inter · 1 · , find J11 nationa meeting place. You won t 
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. f 1 e at their own hang-Americans here though. Most o t 1em a~ Club 
outs, the American Club or the Columbia C~untr~ Th ·Mex. 

"But who are they and how do they keep it up. . e f 
d II l . d export busmess, rom o ar is going way down, t 1e import an ' I eet is 
II · d every one m a I hear, is pretty well shot to pieces an,, 

talking about the rotten state of finan ces. , h '11 find 
"Well, that's one of the reasons. That s wb ~ ~:uand ex-

b d I . l d h r-beca use usm every o y p aymg 1ar er t an eve l l · too of 
h Anot 1er t ung, ' c ange are getting to be so rotten. . . Sh ahai usually 

, h h f oner m anb course, you ve forgotten t at t e orerb d deal more. 
d . 1 . t for a aoo spen s all he makes and of ten signs c 11 s O ke the most 

Most of them are here for life, so why not ma 
of it?" 

"Th ' at s so," I agreed . l two miles beyond 
The Columbia Countr y Clu. b was at edasth f mland began. 

th · l · d d an t e ar , e point where in 1917 Slun g 1a1 en e . had been moving 
For m · · ber·s of Chmese k'd any years mcre asmg num f from ·1 -
i t h . I . t1 ey were sa e 
n ° t e city, the only place w iere 1 h pushina into 

n · T ey were b 

happing, bandits and official squeeze. d either driving 
t e f · . al estate an 
t ore~gn settlement, buymg up re, uildinas springing up or 
he f?re1gners into the new apartme nt b tr As a consequence 

pushing them farther out into the cou_n r-d built up around 
a moderately sized American commumty 1a 

the club. f h Americans I had 
I d' · d o t e 

1 iscovered a difference in atutu e 11 1Unities, the ma-
:<-n~wn of old, most of them from sma comf oked at askance 
JOrity from the South. Drinking had bheen ° ere hitting it up 
and th Id ff rhen t ey w d · h e young ones were to o v. the veran a wit 
too h ·1 d I sat on 

eav1 y. But times had change · tching the sunset 
a group of old friends and acquaintanches wa had died down 
aero h h · t e sun . 

b ss t e tennis courts. By t e time d until after 111ne 
ta les fl he lawn an h 
eh . over owed the veranda onto t f l t full speed to t e 

1nes b I d ort 1 a . . e oys were rushing bac {. an 
ll1~s1cal clink of ice-cubes in tall glasses.. h foreign business 
S _was put up for the American Club idn ft e twelve to one, 
ect1on A eke rom l'b y 

d · t noontime the bar was pa d f 1·11 the 1 rar an £ h · an so a a ter lunch until two every c air 
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was filled with a . and ei h sprawling figure f I I g t the bar ea I. ast as eep. Between seven 
aug_h_ter for an hour :;e to ife again, roared with talk and 

awTaihtmg the followm· gr so, ceased and again went into a coma 
· noon 

e viewpoint of h . 
almost th t e American · Ch · 

I 
e opposite from wh . m m a h ad switched to 

sett ed e · at it had b · · . x1stence of a f een m p10neer days. Th1s 
rounds after office foll ew rdoubnds of drinks at noon a few more 
to the . d ' owe y a fe b f ' d 

h 
mixe array that I w more e or e dinner, adde 

exc ange f d" a ways went . h h I h I . . 0 mner part· wit t e a most nig t Y 

T
sthirrmg around in my 1~s,da~swered a question that had been 

. mencans had b . my return from the North. e A · mm smce 
castmg ff h een gomg th h · f h d O omesick sm II :°ug a mmor evolution o 

a ada~ted thems elves t~ -town. m~ibitions. Gradually they 
in Adaptmg the British s th~ drmkmg habits of the English. 

g as a part of their d .1 ophi~ticated attitude towards drink
as a natu I at y routme the A . d lif . ra sequence th B .. h' mencans had develope , 

ed m general, the h~b· e f nt1s comfortable attitude rowards 
ns s ould be t I m t rough" Business ups an dow h it o "muddl · ' h 

~~w, maskee-cheerio-a <:.en comfortably. If th.ings were bad 

h 
ime would see to that sOooner or later they would pick up· 
ow and "f · ne alw a " d t · d ' one had man d ys mu died through" some-
rte and true method agi" to get along all okay with the old 

way trymg to change :h _w 1y bother oneself to go out of one's 
:as hwont to say when a mgs. As one of my fellows in business 

rot er P b n argument " 
Th

. · eace e with ,, arose, Peace be with yott, 
1s was you. 

foreigner one reason why, as fa of h. b ':as turning over d llr as I could see, the wester1i 
is usme gra ua Y to th eh· · (J' offic . ss, spending 1 . e mese the runJ1JJlo 

e, acting h" ess time tr 11· h ha d b c 1efly as d · ave mg and more at t e 
n y re d. a v1ser and · . d direct a mg reports and . . glettmg mformation secon ' 

contact wnt1ng ette · · p This s. rs mstead of keep,ng " 

. . partly ex I . 
ntonality at . p amed, too, the d" . the cou a tune when ba d" iscuss1ons over extra-te!' 

ntry sev d n its corn · d h d 
trol utter! . ere into bits m ] . mumsts and war !or s ' 

On m Yfiunpossible. "Mudd/ ~mg central governmental coil-
y rst Sund a m through." 

y I took a st 11 h 1 ro t rough FrenchtoWll• 
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;;;:ed to_ see Avenue Joffre where I had lived the summer of 
h , falling asleep at night to the sonorous symphony of a 

c orus of frogs led by an old basso pro/undo. 
a sihe c_onservative, dozing boulevard had been transformed into 
£ . ~ppmg street, block after block of ugly, crudely fitted and 
d~rmshed stores selling all kinds of cheap European merchan-
_ise, ~al£ stocked delicatessens, shabby tea rooms and confec

tm~enes, grimy bars and stale smelling, intimate cabarets with ~h names as Black Cat, Pigalle, Mo1'1in Ro,.ge, Tiwchenko. 
f ,_open spaces were now terraces of concrete and stucco, two-
~m,ly houses and two-storied buildings with shops below, flats 

a ove. At a corner I almost stepped on three grey-bearded 
men in dirty khaki, Russians, lying on the sidewalk against the 
wall, dead drunk. Through the windows of the tea rooms and 
co~fe~tioneries I saw faces with high cheek bones sitting silently 

drmkmg tea and nibbling pastries. 
Where once had been the open country was now a large 

settlement of White Russians who had fled from the Reds by 

way of Harbin and Vladivostok. 
On my way back to the hotel I cut through a Chinese shopping 

section. Business was going at full speed. Port able phonogra?hs 
sto?d on a counter facing the open doorway, some screechmg 
Chmese music, others American jazz. From one of the side 
streets I caught the sound of an American fox trot. The traffic 
cop blew his whistle. I waited. Around the corner slowly 
marched a Chinese brass band in foreign uniform, followed by 
ragged coolies carrying carved symbols a~tache~ to the end .of 
long poles, then professional mourners in white gowns with 
more coolies carrying tables of food, a b~g paper dra~on and 
other images, another brass band also playing an Ame~ican fox 
trot, then the ponderous bier on _the shoulders of coohes_ wear
mg red jackets, ending with a line of motor cars in which sat 
the families and friends of the bereaved. Before I reached the 
hotel I had run into four of such funerals. My room boy ex
plained that the Shanghai Chinese made it a custom to hold all 

the funerals on the foreign weekly holiday. 
During these weeks J was sitting in conferences at the offices 

MAY OF 1930 

I 
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working out the final policies to be adopted for advertis .ing 
throughout China. To the original one started in Manchu~ia I 
had added the idea of doing away with simple packa?e desig~i 
on posters except for very occasional showings, to lme. up ~ 
advertising in campaign form, telling the same story, us1~g t e 

ill · f · window same ustrat10ns or poster s, newspapers, magazine s, h 
.displays, hangers and handbill s, and to throw a change e~J 
month in the illustrations and copy-the same as at homesi he. 
At one of the meetin gs I made the suggestion that we use t e 
same type of illustrations and appeal as we do in America .. 

One of the men, an En glishm an, immediately was up m arms, 
"The Chinese are different. They don't think the same way 

we do." 
I thou ght a moment. 
"Of course," I said, "China has its own customs and super

stitions just as every western nation has, but at bottom every 
. . 1 h b h . nstincts, one, 1t seems to me, 1s ru ed pretty muc y t e same 1 . t 

emotions and passions. I've never found the Chinese d1fferen 
from anyone else." 

· an "That's where you're wrong. Chinese look at things 10d.f-
entirely different way from what we do. Their lives are so 1 e 
ferent that their emotions and feelings don't re-act in the sam 
way as ours." k 

I saw ahead an endless argument. I was stumped and too 
the only possible way out I could find. It 

"Let's try it out in just one section and see how it works . 
can't do any harm anyway." io-ht, 

So it was finally agreed. As it later turned out I was r i:, a 
At the end of a month's stay in Shan ghai I was again on 

coast line ship bound for Tsin gta o to follow up. . . 
In my meanderings around Shanghai I had missed somethifg; 

there were no white and light blue walls painted with Sun a 
Sen's Three Principles. 

XXXV 
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ht- examining 
ie to travel for nattg Lenox quarreling War-Lords forc e.1~ nar looking troops-

chens while th e North 11iobtlz~es !:n~ 0 ~eparation moveme~t-:-a 
, clique tn a dernizing, Simpson join s the nortmrn ki dly gentlemen-1 ~o !? 

visit at th e home of the thr ee .. n the mountains tn a. bdrol .._en 
. . d ss- across . . thir -c ass monopolizing an t ensene . ht ride by train tn a . the 

down Mod el T Ford and a 1~ig . America- th01ights on 
h d p ssion in coach-furs f eel t e e re . Mancmiria 

Japanese ttt 

I RIZZLIN'G STEADIL y 
T WAS D h e only a day. 

d I was t er h T . gtao an b autiful ar-
when the boat arrived at sin ne of the most ed ·1 d roofs 

. I 1 to see o . h ·t re t1 e That was sufficient Y ong 1. that, wit 1 s . art. At 
d d oast ine b thing res bors in the worl an _a c le Mediterranean a Shantung Di-

might have been a fashionab I picked up the I d and that 
· th b kwater · Eng an . the hotel facmg e rea home-leave in . was dubious 

vision adviser just back fromT . anfu, The adviser 
. k h s for sin " night we too t e expres h right now, 
b . do muc 'd f a out my tnp. , b able to see or the other s1 e o 

"I'm afraid you won t eh . g a scrap on However, 
he said. "Two generals are av1h seeing in be:we:,n· 
Tsinan and there's nothing wor.t ..,,hen we arrived. 1. e There 

·1 bout 1t w the ec in • We can get more deta1 s a ther city on h d built years 
. b · st ano · rs a I found Tsman to e ~u ·n s the fore1gne 

Were the large grey buildi g H 9 
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before and on which the China du st had qui etly settled a~d 
was taking its accustomed toll. The on ly sounds came from t e 
barrows loaded with produce from the int erior. h 

. . h ffi b I d what t e The Amencan holding down t e o ce ac <e up 
Division adviser had said. . No-

" It will take less than an hour to sec all th ere 1s here. h 
where else you can go. The railway line all the way up to t e 

. . ,, northern border is cut off and fighting 1s gom g on. 
I said, "I'll move on to Tien tsin." there 
" Y ou'Il have to take a ship across to Dairen and chan ge Id 

. d You cou to another or go back to Shanghai an start over. f om 
motor to Chefoo but the road's shut off. There 's no boat r 
Tsingtao to Tientsin any more." .11 the 

That was that. I was damne d if I would take a boat. a ·n, 
I T1ents1 way across to Dairen to cut back at an acute ang e to b at to 

That night I returned to Tsingtao, caught the next T' 0 tsin• 
Shanghai, waited over a day and was off on another for ien 
This time I was after a peep at the interior. f the 

When I was knocking aro und in China in the days O for 
Manchus, towns and cities were classified, as they had tb:mages 
thousands of years, under four headings. The smalles d nder 
and farmer market towns, known as chen, were groupe u -were 
hsien towns, district heads or county seats, which in turn -who 
under the supervision of a civil an d a military m agistr ate ·nee, 
had their yaniens in the choU, city, three of four to .a. prov~o-V' 
of which the capital was a fu with a civil and a military eror 
ernor. Onc e a year the two governors reported to the er p the 
at a daylight audience, bearing choice gifts as a tribute ornual 
positions they held, and turned over what was left o~ the ;nfarfl'l 
taxes collected after each official from the he adman rn th co' 
village on up had squeezed his share. A humanly perfect e tW 

nomic system, for the squeeze of each official was fixed bY1\ 1
g 

d h Nan {1 tom an every one was happy. Within recent years t e . . to 
government had reduced this grouping of towns and cities 
two classes, chen and hsien . 

11 I • c1t,, As ong as I was out to establish the new policy in every ell 
town and village in the country, I decided that I might as 'W' 
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lik I confided my idea to 
see what the typical chen town. was H \cratched his head an~ 

· · D ental adviser. e · t hed his the T1entsm epartm 0 . · · adviser scra c 
. . . d · · the 1v1st0n ·b . the called in the D iv1s10n a v1ser' h Chinese distn utor' 

head and sent the boy out ~orl t e in full native costume, 
tle htt e man Chinese distributor, a gen d in thought. , 

stroked his thin grey mustaches t:~padviser, "foreigners h~ven ~ 
"You see," said the Depar~~e1: terior towns for a n~~ e~ o d 

been travelling in these sma er m hat conditions are like.. n 
· te sure W h · is gomg on years and we are not qw f orth the fig tmg d u 

d , k how ar n f What o yo right now we on t · now ot be sa e. 
T . It may n between here and sman. 

h . k M L" ;>" h · over 
t m ' r. m. . eh· se thoug t it .. h "I will 

The passive faced little . mel w deliberate Enghs · 
" h said 1Il s O ' " "I am not sure, e 11 u tomorrow. . b safe to 

speak to my friends an? te h yo greed that it m1?~t. e adviser, 
. no- e a Th D1v1s1on The followmg morni O h down. e Id also 

h e c ens h he wou travel as far south as t _re s concluded t ~th ·nterpreter 
. . . d e in year ' d wit an t f not havmg v1s1te on ·l th e next ay d benches o 

like to take a look-see. So ear yt on the hard wofo _enht and were 
I ur sea s 1 1 ret a-and cook-boy we too c O h d of a oca 0 

h d tot e en 
a third -class coac tagge . h two Peking 

t us wit d on our way. the train to mee followed the roa 
The local dealer was at. y return, We h ther where 

1 d since m ld see t e o carts the first I 1a seen . h head I cou 'de street we 
' d t at o- t a . . to a s1 f through a gateway an s r O d Turnm g m d houses o 

d d' appeare . d lls an 
the road passed on an is 1 ·' compoun ' wa h also the floor 
drew up before the dea er s d was hard eart ' 

. 'd ourtyar . uarters. baked mud. The mst e c . d sleepmg q No one on 
f eatmg an d he town, d of the room o-iven us or ut to o t d 'ed up an 

b iffi went o f Hows, n d 
Refreshed by t n, we . kly looking e of patched an 

the streets but soldiers, ~tc h ap uniforms color and a 
. ·11 fi.tttn o- c e f the same he scrawny, wearmg 1 - 0 puttees O U and down t 

faded lio-ht blue cott on, cotton. sneakers.1 p in twos and 
b . • • of foreign 1 :fing a ong poor Chinese 1m1tatt0n ldiers oa 
. ed these so 11 hese one mam street we pass . shops, "Why are a t 

threes, or lounging against I asked the dealer, 
Through the interpreter 
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soldiers loafing around here? I thought they were supposed to be 
down in Shantung fighting." . 

The dealer shook his he ad mournfully and spoke to the m-
terpreter for a long time in his local dialect. d 

Fina11y the interpreter said, "He say many soldiers come an 
go every day. Must. Up and down line is much talk about an
other war between North and South. He say, North likely to 
leave South, make own country north of Yellow River. d 

"That wouldn't be such a bad idea, would it?" I remarke · 
The interpreter smiled politely. 1 
"Y h " h f · d · "d "Th ' 1 hated eac 1 ea , t e oreign a viser sai , ey ve a ways ' . d'f-

other. They're as different as night and day. Almost like ; 
ferent races. You can do business with these Northerners. T ey 
have a sense of honesty. Those little high-strung runts do:n 
South you can't trust as far as you can throw a dead bull by t e 
tail." h 

b t t e I warmed toward him. I had always felt the same a ou a 
Northerners, especially the Pekinese. They had always b~n l)' 
hard working lot with a fine sense of humor and attended strl~t 5 
to their own bu siness-except officials, of course, but politician 
were the same the world over. h s 

The interpreter said, "Dealer say we come wrong day. S ape 
only do business once a week on market day when farmers col11 
to trade." 

I asked what was the total population. 
"Fifteen hundred." ir 
Up the street before one of the shops two voices rent the are 
. h ld" -we wit screams. We stopped. A shopkeeper and a so ier r, 

"ldl · h · · the tOr w1 Y wavmg t eir arms at each other and screeching at 1. -
f h · I o ice o t eir ungs. Several more soldiers gathered. A lone P nt, 

man sauntered over casually. Every one joined in the argu 111;. rs 
In a few minutes the voices died down, the cop waved the sol ie 
away and went on as casually as he had come. io-

The dealer was muttering again to the interpreter. The 
terpreter nodded. J 

"S Id' G era 0 . 1er man try to give shopkeeper bad money. en ant 
make his own paper money to pay his men. Soldiers all time -W 
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. h kee er make shopkeeper give 
to buy some small thing from s op p ' d Shopkeeper very 
h . . h p oney no ooo . un silver c anoe. aper m b 

b bl " 
angry. Soldier always make trou e. thousand times. 

I had heard that last sentence at least ad our dusty way back 
In the middle of the afternoon we ma de hen Our car was 

. d d f the secon c · . to the station an starte or h fl :n a corner nursing 
. . " on t e oor "' d 

filled with soldiers. On:, sittmo hed b his side, had a ban age 
a baby with his girl wife crouc f y mall and young for a 

H 1 l d ar too s around his forehe ad. e oo ce 
soldier. I asked how old he was. 

"Sixteen." W ded'" 
d " oun · I pointed to his ban age, . 

"N b d h d h " 'n° miser-o, a ea ac e. f h in his arms stan o . 
He rocked the baby back and ort 'fle lying beneath his 

I k d t the army n b d and 
ably at the floor. I ~o e ~ l such a bent-over puny .0 Y Yet 
bent knees. It seemed 1mpossib eld pport that heavy nfle. lik 
such spindly arms and legs cou su e all much the sam~ he 

h they wer d d in t e gazing up and down t e car b dl fed and resse 
h t- a y r ging to those I had seen on t e stree h ust have been c in 

1 hes t at m d cheapest padded cotton c ot being remove · . .1 · 
h · h ut once h sim1 ar m their bodies for mont s wit O d finding t em d 

. chen an d returne · After covermg two more d our shoulders an 
I ru""e every way to the first, we s 1 ob ·• ,, 

* .. d * ,, . d . . ed f rien s 
an JOlD d 

. . Friday afternoon 'tement flowe 
I arrived in Peipmg on a der-current of ezci k away from 

at the Peking Club. An unN th be able to brea . s' Al-
ld he or countne · through the talk. \Vou t b two separate ds a sud-

the South? Would there soon eu1·etly working towbalr od-shed . 
d were q · hout o ready the Northern crow . their ends wit question: 

d · t to gain the one en coup m an attemp . h answer to 
1 m t e 

The solution lay, as a.ways, h' velling ez-
could they raise sufficient. cas · of the company trlal with him 

. no one ke a ea 
On the followrng morni O k d me to ma d' eei Letters 

A · n as e l f In iscr ecutives also an menca ' W ea e o 
' . ( h Putnam on Lenox Simpson t e 

from Peking fame)· 
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"Simpson is working with this bunch of Chinese who are 
bi . He per-trying to break away and set up a Northern repu 1c. . 

. The Pet-suaded them to start an Engli sh language new spaper, t 
l · ork ou ping Leader, as a propaganda organ. In case t 1rngs w 

right he has hope s of its leading to an advisership. I don't ~no: 
that we want to do any adverti sing at this stage, but the;~/ 

0 
ways a chance that the Northerners might put it over an 1. ~t 
we would want to be in on the right side. So I thought we mig 
at least see what sort of policy he's following." of 

We found the editorial office hid den in a corn pound 0 ~ ~need 
the hutungs. Simpson greeted us in a small paper-1:'in °:~e 
room opening onto a dusty courtyard and bare of furnituhl s at 
three straight-back Chinese chairs and a disheveled ta e ce, 
which he was writing. I was rather shocked at his app~aranthe 
When I had last seen him in 1917 on board ship cross;g les
Pacific he was as spruce and dapper as a New York bon sa ere 
man. Now his hair had turned almost white, his features w 
flabby and slack and his clothes were wrinkled and frayed. he 

When he began to speak his manner was distraught, but as 
continued his voice grew crisp and his face lighted up. d all 

"We're just starting out," he said, "and naturally ~ee of 
the cash we can get our hands on to keep the paper goIJ1g, ·ght 
course, the circulation is still small but it's picking u~ risn't 
along. The few thousand dollars necessary to put it over 0 \ 11d 
mean much to a company like yours, but if we could get you old 
the big oil companies to take space the little fellows wo · 
follow along and we'd be on easy street. with 

"Confidentially, the main point is the face it would ha;e rdse 
~he Chinese. It couldn't possibly do you any harm to a ve arrie 
m a foreign language paper like this. It's entirely in tnY :ee!l 
and on the outside there's no connection whatsoever bet af, 
the paper and the leaders of the Northern movement, .AnJW00 e 
the movement is bound to go over this time. Things have g are 
too _far _now for anything to hold it back and the right inen ~·11 
behmd it. You'll see things happen pretty soon now. Then :y.'' 
have a real United North,'~ an independent separate count 

* Pei Ping. · 
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His hands trembled as he lighted a cigarette and he mopped 

his face with his handkerchief· . I k the train the next 
h I . I aw him. too 

That was t e ast time s d H and Shansi. It was 
Id h . oun - onan , 

morning for my o untlllg g~ . when the air was so 
h eh . na mormngs h one of those N ort ma spn ° k the earth with sue 

cool and exhilarating and the sun stru~ y of living. I was re-
. I "th the very JO clanty that the sou sang wi 1. h entered to share my 

I. d a Ena 1s man d 1eved when a twee y youno O "de the windows an 
Id h fore open w1 compartment and cou , t ere , 

drink in this beatific atmosphere.I l abelle China's great-
. . · t 1e sat g ' R The tweedy Bnusher was lil d since the Boxer e-

. I enue, an B .. h est single source of rnterna rev . ner by the nt1s · 
. t eflic1ent man I 

bellion administrated m a mos d been reduced enormous Y 
The only form of taxes that ha not untry the Northerners 

f separate co b II b nk by squeeze. In this move or a. l f the salt ga e e a 
I ill contro O 1. h was were fighting desperate y tog~ The young Eng is man . 

deposits above the Yellow River. d on one of the banks 111 
. I p own hastening to Ta1yuanfu to cam O 50 OOO taels. . 

40 00 to ' · h vest1-which was stored away some ' I was standing 111 t e d 
As the train approached Chent;hen it stopped ~nd th~ 00 : 

bule peering into the darkness. Behind it I ma e ou 
I before me. ·1 An out-flew open a lantern was t 1rust d . broad sm1 e. 
h tche in a a brown face with mout stre 

stretched hand. to Chentow," bl nt 
"Hello Mr. Hutchison. Welcome good old honest, u ' 

' Id interpreter, 
It was Mr. Chang, my O across 

reliable Chang. head we felt our wladyB A-T 
· h 1 ntern a the o -With a boy carrymg t e a . k that had been fill d with 

the tracks to the dark mass of bnc s · a small lobby e. its 
h Id e were Ill I st serv111g 

mess. Across the thres o w he building was at a h the crowd 
Chinese. After many years t. k' g our way throug d "th one 

· · h 1 Pie in l'ghte w1 ongmal purpose as a ote · d to a room 1 . . Around 
up the stairs we opened the ~0 \enter of the ceiluhg. Chinese 
small electric bulb hung fr01:1 t:Me Kung, several ot er Bolton, 

h M T Ul r. d · Georae a table beneat sat r. s h foreign a v1ser, 6 Christlllas 
whom I did not know and t e 111- g at the 191 

ly carv the Englishman whose master 

I. 
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dinner of the Mukden mess had always held a warm spot in rny 
memory. They were playing ten-cent ante poker. It was g~od to 
be in Chentow-to see these three together-three of a k111d
three of the very best. d 

The next morning, Sunday, we had a late breakfast a? d 
George showed me around the mess. A rambling two-sr;e 
house, like an old southern mansion built before the Civil arf 
with wide screened verandas running around the two sid~sh 0d 
both floors. High ceilinged rooms, cool and restful, furnis. e g 
harmoniously half Chine se, half foreign. Steam heated, runnin s 
water, baths and flush closets. One side of the ground floor wa 

given over to the offices. . . . . ed 0s-
In the manner of an English squire showmg his cherish P ,, 

h b · Gerrnaµ sessions, George led me through the grounds. T e ig f I-
d I · I ns 0 police dog, three white cats, several turkeys an c 1ic (e. he"-

lowed us through the neatly tended vegetable garden, whic re· 
tended to the compound wall, covering almost one-half an ac 
George grew all his own vegetables. b 0£ 

That afternoon I played tennis with the younger rnern ers od 
the Chinese staff. This was the first time I had seen the_rn ;or
I received the surprise of my life. All five were dressed r he!ll 
eign sport clothes and spoke per£ ect English. Three O d tevefl 
had graduated from American universities. Yet none ha core 
a shade of the false, artificial mannerisms in speech an.d ge;har
which seemed to have become so much an outstanding 1 ich 
acteristic of all the treaty port Chinese I had met and 17 1 

05 -

made me wince. It was difficult to reconcile this quiet, se d-~eefl 
sessed, easy mannered group with the Young China I ha 
elsewhere flaunting his thin Western veneer. . Al-

Late that afternoon George took me to call on Mr. TsU~·e bad 
though his home town was only a half day away by tratn,. ·0 to 
bought a huge compound nearby the mess and divided it 1 ... d 
· h ds a,• 

eig t or ten smaller ones, each with several courtyar }{eo, 
sepa:ate unto itself. One of these he and Mr. Kung bad :be!S 
rentmg the others at absurdly low sums to the young me was 
of the .staff and watching over them like fathers. Tber: dif .. 
somethmg very fine about it all and I am sure that the vas 
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ference between these young Chinese educated in foreign ways 
and the others I had seen, was due rightly to the influence of 
these kindly gentlemen, God bless them. d 

On Monday with two of the young Chinese I tramped aroun f 
the streets of the city. Although we had a good display of 

' h 0 posters, where formerly they were plastered over every me 
wall space available, now, as in Tientsin and Peiping, the pre
dominating displays were the light blue and white announce
ments in bold characters of the Three Principles of Sun Yat Sen, 

The business section of the old Chentow I remembered ~a 
collection of squalid shacks merged around a mud hole. In I 5 

new Chentow the streets were spotless, the shop fronts. neat Y 
painted in light blues, greens and reds with neat glass windohws, 
Th . . I like t ose e wmdows of the general merchandise shops, a so . e 
in Peiping, Tientsin and the towns of Manchuria, showed natl\ 
imitations of foreign clothing, men's ready-made suits, w0f'%e 
felt hats, and leather shoes for both sexes. The dress O f be 
Northern Young China reminded me somewhat of that O ~ed 
Japanese back in the 'teens when dignified merchants par~ ts, 
the streets of Yokohama and Tokyo in American crushed ~ 
k . h . . inutarmonos reac ing to just below their knees advert1s111g ked 
tion Paris garters attached to back cotton socks, their feet we m
in congress gaiters, and usually swanking tightly rolled u 
brellas. The age of transition. . d ess 

But here, too, despite the signs of evolution going on in ~eir 
and cleanliness, shopkeepers and clerks as usual idled away t ts 
d . h . stree ' ays m t e doorways, gazing up and down the yawnmg heir 
or kept themselves busy rearranging and dusting off t ea~ 
stocks. The only break in the silence was the creak of an oc 
sional cart or wheelbarrow. h 

0 h Fre.t1C n Wednesday, with the three friends, I took t e the 
narrow gauge up through the mountains to Taiyuan~u. Inbt1S}' 
~are open s~ace of hard-packed earth behind the station a had 
little combmed trading community and political lobby b !le 
sprouted. I put up across the way at the mess of the salt ga . e ht 
::pr~senta~ive who was busy from morning until late at ni~!' 

gumg With the local Northern leaders who were trying to P 
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. t for the tax deposits. suade him to sign over the bank receip s 

He was grimly holding out. . f On the ten min-
d T a1yuan u was. 

I had forgotten how usty d · 'de the wall I had to 
l d I , mpoun ms1 

ute ricksha ride to t 1e ea er s co f d when inside, to be 
h . f my ace an , d spread my handkerc 1e over t bottom with a ust 
1 . from top o 

well beaten for severa mmutes h hops and streets were 
. . h wever t e s rag. In the business d1stnct, 0 · ' 

much as in Chentow. . ter "Everywhere I go, in 
"What is it?" I asked the mterpre · nd orderly as the 

. to be as neat a h 
every town, everythrng seems us looking; the s ops 

'f en prospero b No home of a good housew1 e, ev h , ever any one a out. 
d. t t ere s n 11 ke a are filled with merchan 1se; ye h devil do they a ma 

. ? How t e trading. \'<That's gomg on. · 
living?" l . "When government tax 

· d exp am, lso must The interpreter tne to d h peak shopkeeper a h 
oa e s b dy ave shopkeeper and :fix up new r . road. But no 0. il 

· t like new ldier unt keep shop clean and neat JUS and tax to pay so . t 
h ve tax l r times ge money. Local government a h' .. ray maybe ate fi ht-

J o on t is .. ' b t more g nobody have money. ust g f .d much talk a ou 
b b dy' ra1 , etter. Just now every o . rette. 
. cheap c1ga 
mg. b dy smoke very h dle our 

"Cigarette same way. Everyl O ..,. on dealers who annt fac-
. a ta,,.. 1 ernme Local government put speci t rting loca gov 

brands. Now much talk abo~t :, a 1' and fra
tory, making Chinese monopo Y

1 
• for liberty, equla ity d white 

S 's pea · b ue an 
Everywhere Sun Y at en 1l . the regulauo~ . the streets 

ternity stood out on the wa sld1~ 5 were loungindg .m barracks. 
kh I . 1 d so ier ne mto 

and everywhere a u c a h. h had been tur . Over the 
or loafing about the temples ";i ic to a Chinese dmn;\m up this 

That evening Mr. Tsui h~ uls ai·d "As long as north to 
d ice s ' k. g on up I final courses of soups an r d trip, wor in H about it? 

. k · t a roun . · ow d way I'd like to ma e 1 b k to Pe1ping. h re's a goo 
Tatunofu across to Kalgan ac Ford and that t e 

b has a d h understand the company od an t e 

motor highway.". ful Yes, the road Tw;:r~~ but it was 
They were a bit doubt · ger model 

fi e-passen company had an open v 
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on its last leg s and on the last trip the rear ax le had broken. And 
the Chevrolet bu s line wou ldn 't do at all. The busses were 
crammed with Chine se all the w ay, some lying on the top with 
the luggage. However, Mr . Tsu i wo uld see what cou ld be cloned. 

· 1· 1 ha They sent for the chau ffeur, a lean, taciturn coo 1e w 10 

run the car from the time it had been bou ght about six years 
before. He loved it, and swore by it as if it were one of his closer 
relatives for whom he was trying to get a job. Yes, the rear a~ e 
was broken, but he had roped it up tightly with his ow n han s, 
and certainly we could make the journ ey . . l 

At 7: 0 0 on the following morning we started off wit~ ]~ 
rattle and a wheeze that brought to mind Oliver Wen eb 

. to e Holmes' one-horse sh ay . Every minute I was expectmg . 
seated in the middle of the road the ne x t minute with every piece_ 

h ] asfallen apart. The chauff eur, humped over the sha king w ee' 
sured me, however, that he knew every squeak and rattle by heart 
and so far every one was a natural part of the machine; if any
thing went wrong he could tell in a jiffy. he 

The provincial government h ad done a splendid job 01d t p 
road. Blasted out of the side of the mount ains and banke u f 
with shale, it wound smooothly upwards, wit h the top ridges ~e 
mountains towering against the sky on the right, and on; d 
left a sheer drop of several hundred feet. By the time we a 
pulled up at noon before the bamboo shed which served ash: 
r.est. ~ou ~e we had passed six Che vro let busses jammed t:Jles 
limit ms1de and on top with men, women, child ren and bu 5 
of bedding. Along the side of the road trickled endless stre~IJll 5 f · · I b · d st1c c o 1tmerant a orers carrying their lares and jJenates tie to 
swung over their shoulders. h 

At 2 :00 we struck the flat plateau an ocean of sand reac d 
ing out to the horizon in all directio~s. The battered old ford 
was puffing and blowing, laboring with all its strength a!lm 
energy, plowing through the fine particles. Then a dust sto! 
started swe · d · I d veriog 
h ' epmg own m a ga e from the north an co . y 

t e tracks of the road. Until we reached the wall of the cit d 
at seven that evening a steady blast of these particles of sal1 
stung ag · f 1 ga ue 

amst our aces, piling up on our bodies and the ug 0 
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d shake off the thick . h d to get out an l 
in the rear. Four times we a I At each lurch and unge 
coatino- that had settled on our aps. ft spot the axle banged 

0 d · · ht from a so ' . ff The as the car heave its weig. h ffeur knew his stu . 
1 t c1turn c au the ground . But t 1e a . .th a triumphant gasp. 

old Mode l T rolled into the city wi · kin er feeling of dread. 
. t gave me a sm o . s 

In the dusk the main stree h mplete silence was om1~ou 
· f Ch' a sue co Ik d mto Even in the interior o md f b·ddincr, When I wa e d 

. y an or i o d the ust-a nd everyth111g was gre 11 a drab grey, an 
d · t too was a 'd f the court-the ao-ent's compoun i ' ' 1'.-ino- the si e O d 

o . l 1 y pots uu o tone an coated flowers m t 1e c a d r·y monotonous 
the same rea ' . 

yard h ad taken on looked warned. f English. 
·1 The acrent .d · per ect 

drooped wean y. o bad time," he sa1 m h has taken 
"You h ave come at a ·al law, The general w :ihuacheng, 

"The town is under martl bbl with the one at Ku 
. . a squa e 

over char.ge here is m . o-on the city." 
who is said to be 1:1ovmo holding up. t on all our 

I asked how business wasl h put an attach.men two or 
d n enera as a ume every 

"Very ba . e g 11 nly one case at d most of the 
stocks and allows us to seh.o on the market an 

T1 . · not mg f three days . 1ere is · " rket be ore 
People have gone back to pipels. to look over the ma dealer who 

1 . noua 1 her one There was stil tune e . k~ d up the num 
11 d We pie e . -

curfew was ea e · . d h' piles of ciga 
d me is . k d 

led us aro un · k stand and exam d' ty white, I pie e 
I stoppe d at a haw l;; s had faded to ~ ;}dew, Id 

rette packets. The c~ff he r ank odor o f . is many weeks o . 
d took a sni ' t "Most o it "<VT put a case 

one up an " . d the agent, onths. we 
"All th e same, sa1 he stands f?r. rn finished." ?" 

S f it h as been on t . utes it is all . out of here .. 
ome o . fifteen mm h ext tram it 

on the market and m When is t e n . but tomorrow 
I 'd "This is hopeless. . the morning? in Peiping has 

sa1 , . a-oes 1n . h legation f the 
" The first-class tram o the Enghs ih hen o- ( one o ·1 

A arty from . I(ue uac o f the ra1 -
cannot go. P -ake trtP to . 1 at the end O l n) I 

d . o-o to ,., pita Ka aa · borrowe it to o h-an ex-ea . west from o 
· · · the nort nn1ng . " 

oldest cities md . Mon a-olia, ru ill run again, 
I. b r enng O 't w way me O h days 1 

think maybe in two t ree 
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«Isn't there some other train?" 
«A freight with one third-cl ass car goes tonight at nine 

o'clock." 

All right, that would ha ve to do. There was nothing in ~his 
place and the dr ab greyness was too depressing, and the feeling 
of tenseness in the air. 

At a quarter to nine I crowded into the third-cl ass car, tak
ing my seat on a narrow, backless bench nex t to a windor 
The only light came from the smoky lantern carried by t 1e 
brakeman. A coolie smelling of garlic squeezed in to shar~ mi 
bench. Soldiers and coolies lay sprawled out on th e floor. 

dd" urs-woman sat with her back against her rolled-up be mg n I 
ing a baby. The train started with a jerk and ground slow t 
noisily through the dark. All night the baby cried and t e 
brakeman talked with a friend, and all night I sat wit h _mY 
head resting on my arms spread out on the table, listening in a 
stupefied half-doze until the dim light of dawn appeared as 
the train stopped at Kalgan. d 

I crossed the tracks to the mess and opened the compound 
gate to stare in amazement at a one-story bungalow with a broa 
roofed veranda facing a tennis court. It looked like a miniature 
country club. No one was up, but my banging finally brought d 
sleepy-eyed, half-dressed boy. I made him fix a hot bath an 
depression faded out of the picture. h 

An American was in charge here. The only foreigner in ~] e 
place he told me, with the exception of a Frenchman who, h~e 
the tweedy English lad at Taiyuanfu, was sitting tight for t e 
salt gabelle. 

With the Chinese agent, a Fukien~se who had ~een 1:1-Y nu~~ 
ber one salesman when I was runnmg the Turkish high-gr h 

b "d· · t e 
~u s1 1~ry, I routmed through the city. Kalgan gav_e me ere 
unpression that some one had come along seen it lying th 
g~thering dust, had turned up his sleeves, given it a good scrub~ 
bmg and left. 

. "Jhe ~epression in America," explained the adviser, "has pracd 
t1ca y killed Kalgan. The fur market is shot all to pieces an 
the fur buyer h h b t the s w o come up ere every year are a ou 
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. M f them are back in Peiping f · Ch a ost o . sickest lot o men ill ill · . h world they are going to 
. · d · (7 how in t e and Tientsm won ennb 

" · that get back home. . f the western depress10n 
This was the first outwar~ sign ~ deterioration had seem~d to 

I had run into. All other signs ho d 1·ne in the price of silver. 
1 ill d t e ec i h" the be only due to intern a s a~ h he blue characters preac in~ 

When I looked at the walls wit t h seemed tainted with bitter 
. . I f S y at Sen, t ey three prmcip es o un . 

fi lass train carry-sarcasm. d to catch the rst-c P · ing 
Two days later I manage b k to Peiping. From ei?. 

. · arty ac 1 1 advertising ing the British legation P. . k"ng up the oca y 
I went directly to Tientsin , pi;o ~ukden for a l~ok/e~ 0~:

manager to join me on aThrun upmpany had reorgamze dt ea Chi-
h h · e co y un er 

way back to s ang i~· . d distributing compar f "advisers". 
churian branch as a ,mite . er 1·oined the ran ts odd" foreian 

d h foreign she mg 0 nese name, an anot er h" the company was 
As in the rest of North C ma, that con-

. eh· se h time to see titles and gomg me · h rt it gave t e p't"ao was at 
· · as s o , Th Jeng 

Although our v1S1t w "derably worse. e 11 ; Mex. Deal~rs 
ditions had grown consi thousand to one ~o ; continued rise 
rock bottom, almost _two lines told tale~ o t J farmers. The 
and others off the railway tarving coolies a~ ever and had 
of bandits recruited !r~m : opium harder t /; well-stocked 
young Marshal was hitting p bine to his alre y sive presents 

tly added another concu more with expen recen ce once 
harem and paid for pea ber one wife. h i I stopped over 

to his ~ighly indig;:i::uu: the way t\~~~:p:ned to be t_ tt: 
Passmg through B-A-T men w tl higaura Beac h 

· h h other d t to pOS 1 g t e Sunday wit t ree d tore ou · "lization a on 
. e an mo dern civi ht home 

city at the same timk, f Western mo B hio-aura broug had 
spite of all the ma~ s o h motor to osh. oh the Japanese h ·r 

·1 I nes t e to w ic to t ei Japanese rai ':ay. i 'f the extent . . the country The 
my first realization o . lly organizing developments, -

k , temauca J panese d . the corn 
gone to wor S) sh ctions were \ had settle in h Russo-
own ends. The ot er se e families w . o the time oft e 

b f Japanes f 1 Since actual num er O hand u · 
ere a mere mercial centers w 
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Japanese war the Japane se Government had offered bounties and 
premiums to draw immi gra nts from it s over-p opul ate d islan.ds, 
but even the poore st reb elled at leav ing th eir fa th erland, shiv
ered at the thought of the cold. But this w as J apan. 

A two-way macadam road as smooth as g ass r an its "'.'ay . h 1 · past 
a gorge ous expan se of rolling mountain s t inctur ed wi th r~c 
tones of yellow ochres bro wn sienn as and Indi an and Venetian 
reds. Sparkling sunlight reflected the rich soil of n lleys ~elow, 
every inch of which was carefully culti va ted. A t H osh igaur~ 
we entered a pavilion and had lunch on a screened verand a an 
watched wave s break over the sand. We might have been at an~ 
first-cla ss coast resort in America. After cho w we saunt~re 
across the road to a golf cour se laid out throu gh overlapp1.11g, 
undulating hills. l 

Later we drove to Port Arthur. The mus eum wa s a rev~ a
tion of Japane se patriotism. We filed around show cases lool~in~ 
like window displays advertising a cut-price sale, chock-ful Of 
Ru ssian uniforms, medals, rifles, bullets, cannon balls, pieces 0 

tenschrapnel, photographs of Japanese officers st anding at at 
tion, looking through field glasses, giving orders, pictures P;
vided with descriptions below telling of heroic and mighty dee 5' 

utghastly scenes of the shelled enemy, and dated documents 0 
I. · 1 d · brute rnrng egen s of superior grit and strategy overcoming 
strength and force. 

· est-On the way back to Dairen I ruminated over the huge inv f 
ment the Japanese had thrown into their self-cho sen ta:k 1f 
cleaning up Manchuria, of the way they were systemat1c a Y 
P!anning and extending their railways, of the broad m~cadrr 
highways and the Yamato hotels, of Changchun's scient1fica Y 
laid out avenues lined with shade trees. Then I looked back ~t 
North Manchuria, the Chinese Eastern Railway connection in 

Manchouli, the Soviet chairman and his continual squabbles 
with ~is Chinese directors, and of the Soviet bombing planed 
swoopmg across the border after White refugees-and aske 
myself: where was Manchuria heading? What would be the ou~
come of all this messed-up, topsy-turvy state of aff airs-thiS 
undercover struggle and tension? 

xxv 
JULY OF 1930 

. the rrHankow . d. ation over h 
. · h chronic tn ign · . l banks of t e 

a y angtz e ship caJ;_tam ad false fro nts inhabit t 'd-Ha nk;w is 
fiasco"-comm 1t:usts an d' afts have stagnate hutungs
river--why Chin ese hand. icr 1nain streets versus , Young 

. l l no .ern . l . its wa,u-
under 1nartw aw--1 t brin u squa or in Th Race Club 

d · t · eems o O • ts- e foreign in ustna ·1s1n s d by commums . -cons11,l 
, · h d fire on h Russian ex 

China shows ms an - d rrJmnps"-t e ·n the lake 
· z tl emen an l b -down i and gim ets-ge n ·z co1npany .a or th'ck 

· t d by at · t are t is an artist-s one h co11wi1mis s 
country wh ere t e 

I NG:HAI oNL y A 
WAS IN s:HA River boat, 
English y angktze The deck 

ff on an H n ·ow, d 
few weeks before I ~as ? ers bound for ; three fully arrne 
one of a half-dozen oretn 'th sheet iron an tain what it was 
rails of the ship were lineb w1d I asked the cap 

n oar · · or British marines were o . communists, k 
:d "bandits or f both ban s 

all about. " he sa1 , h'd'ng back o h hips 
"From Hankow on, ll them, are 1 I to board t e s 11 

whatever you want t? ea t night they try an, I keep a srna 
S e times a · n we c 

of the river. om y precautio had 
h take ever " Id tirner, 

and we ave to in my cabin, fire-eating o . - ships up 
arsenal locke.d a:~hite haired, sto:khad been pilot;~e sudden 

The captain, . . dignation, H ty years, An 
a case of chroi:ic 11 more than twen 
and down the river or 331 
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turn of a ff air s in 19 27 h ad aroused his ire to such a pitch thf at 
his temp er had n ever return ed to norm a . n t 1e evenm . I I I · g be ore 
dinner he in vited a fe w of us into his cabin to oil th e lary; x· 
Then , giv ing the p assengers pl enty of tim e to be seated a .t~ 
the gong sound ed he ent ered the dinin g salon with a flouns ' 

, d h" If "th a grunt, greeted the t able with a form al bow, seate un se wi . Id 
unfold ed his nap kin , for a second glar ed into space wi th co 
blue eyes, cleared hi s throat and began hi s daily lecture. f hat 

"England' s day in Chin a is fini shed-all on account .0 dt 
asinine blunder in 1927. There they were, our men J;e fii::r 
before a lot of Chine se riff-raff, and all becau se a bonehea O a 
in char ge thought he ought to wait for p arliament to v~t~ g 
measure telling him what to do in such a crisis-in stead of giv;: d 
the order to fire he ordered his men to retre at! Because he a 
no instructions! The demmed idiot!" d 

d 1 I d aroun The captain banged his fist on the table an oo <.e 
for approval. . d he 

"And that was the end of the British concess10n an . ~ed 
beginning of the end of the British in China. We are fini~ of 
forever. There they were lined up facing each other, a bunc. es 
hoodlums calling themselves communists and the British man:,_ 
:"7ith r~es cocked and levelled. The Ch~nese ~eering and t:;cer 
mg thmgs. Some of the marines were hit. Mmd you, the d it 
in charge had only to give the command-one volley, an 
would have been all over. Instructions be demmed ! h y 

"T,he French and Japs don't let the Chinese get away ~it /:p 
such bluff. Not they. What did the Japs do? They line to 
their machine guns and gave the Chinese exactly ten minutes be 
clear out-and the Chinks cleared. Today the Japs and ft 
F h h et or-renc are t e only foreigners the Chinese have any respe 
That was our one big blunder-and our last. It's too late no-W· 
The 'Hankow fiasco'-bah ! " . 

This mob of bandits, as the captain called them, had the!!"l 
b · · · h £ G era e~mnmg, 1~ t e South in 1920 under the leadership o endis-
Chiang Kai Shek, at that time Sun Yat Sen's most earnest 
· 1 d · nt 

cip e, an m it lay the germ of the present N anking Governme · 
In a desperate effort to gain control of the central government 
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S . t Russia's greatest propa-B din ov1e · th Chiang had taken on oro , d started from Canton wi 
gandist, as his right-hand mank_an his way north gradually t~ 
a small band of followers wor mg bers of small farmers anh 

. mous num k oup t e H ank.ow, drawmg enor I f ld After the Han ow c ff h" 
ruined shopkeepers into t 1e o i a ainst Borodin, threw o ~ 
Youn (T South erner turned ~uddelln dYhf!nself as head of the presen 

b • d msta e cloak of commumsm an . h 
1 h. t nans ave N anking government. . and severa is o . d 

A portion of the fboreigfnac~r:: :he fact that ~he dth1sec~::::. 
. · k a out- , k" g wit 

laid his qmc t~rn- hat Borodin was wor ~ (T China into the 
documents provmg t . f eventually leadinob f 1 Long be
nationale with the ~bJect o is more than cloud t. ~ .tly reached 
Soviet fold. But this, to meS,un and Chiang hah J_oinnds was to 

h H kow ' h" t eir e fore the mare on an 1 way to ac ieve b t be done by 
the conclusion that the on y d that this could es d Shortly 

b h . d them an . opagan a. . 1 get the masses e m f spreadmg pr . h his discip e, 
. S · ystem o t d wit h d the efficient oviet s S remonstra e f Chian" a . 

h · 1924 un ar. 0 d 
before his cleat m . h" enthusiasm too B t he had ma e 
fearing he was carrying is d all control. uh ds with the 

d beyon l . two an 
Communism ha grown nment in 11s leaning and en-
his goal, he held the gover thorough house-c elled to be an 

. I t to start a d b en comp · rder opportunity at as He ha e d t times in ° fi 
' reforms. han a 1 k of -force his master s 1 first tools to d liticians, ac . 

opportunist, to use th1e ·nd Crooke po ference by forei~n 
. b t t e wi · d inter . £ d mis-to steer his oat O . intrigue an h disbehe an d" 

• (T fact10ns, h ot er, 1· h" s han i-nances, warnnb . ·ons of eac f il to rea ize i tall 
d h · susp1c1 ho a b" d to s nations an t eir . wn people w ince corn ine opu-

understanding of h1~ ok tion-all have s test curse: overp 
d d quic ac · 's grea sses. caps and eman nd China h "lliterate ma h hip 

These-a " t e t h t e s his every move. b ding amono to go as ore, 0 the 
1 over ree hort s n 

lation by natura t N anking, too s ddy brown wa:\ds spotted 
A~ter a _stop a through the mu of flat green e b fishing 

contmued its way otonous scenery ally interrupted [ foreign 
second day the 1:1~n ud huts, occasi~:posing line-~Pk?ang. 'fhe 
here and there wit mchanged to an id arrived at I(iu i 
villages along ~a~ks, d stone. We ha 
buildings of bnc an 
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d f · ual night before the Y angtze V alley had st arte one o its ann 
spr ees-r ain w as fallin g in a pa ti ent drizz le as if settled down 
for good. Th e slipp ery stone steps to th e bund and the road 
at the top, blocked by h aw k ers rest ing on th eir haunches, were 
thick w ith slim y , slipper y mud. Clo se-up I n ot iced that most 
of these impo sing buildin gs had their shutters closed- and so no 
for eigner s. I aske d a mi ser able looking Chine se po lice, wh er~ was 
the Y ing Mei Y en Ku ng Ssu ( th e company's office). He bn gh:
ened and came to life. The coolies and hawker s ro se from their 

. Th 1· an was haunche s. A II t alke d and pomt ed at once. e po 1cem he 
struck with a br illi ant idea. H e pic ked a sm all boy from ~ 
crowd to act as guide. I foIIo we d the hsiao hai t ze into anot er 
mud road between grey pla stered walls and throu gh a g~~e~ 
behind which was hidden an old two- story hou se in the m.1 ~ 
of a lawn of over-grown gra ss, w eeds and taII elms. It mig t 
weII ha ve been mi staken for an old southern home m some . · run-
down South Carolina town. An En glishman , another adviser, 
greeted me in the sm all office behi nd the house. Id 

I said, "I ha ve only three-quarters of an hour and wou 
like to see the town." 

He laughed. 

" It 'Il take less than ten minutes." f 
As we skidded along, pu shin g against the walls to keep r?Il'l 

slipping and failing, he pointed out one half-hidden foreign 
house after another. 1 d 

"Th at' s where so- and- so used to live but his company c 0 : e g 
up in 1927. Bu siness is rotten now. Those bloody, Ioo: 1\ 

thieves who call them selves communists control N anchang ( ~c; 
a hundred miles at the end of a railway line, long famous ow 
. h «~ its pottery). T e pottery makers only turn out rotten stu . 

d . f I tU1Il an JUst enough to pay for food from day to day. I t 1eY ba.11-
out any good work or try to accumulate any money the 
dits take it away from them." r 

Yes, the newly macadamized main street was here, too-foud 
blocks long. The shops were also new, three out of four stacke 
to the ceiling with porcelain ware glistening with its bright new 
glaze. My companion waved his arm. 
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11 h is to see. . d "That's a t ere 
"Here we are," he excla~ll e . t alono-to the club and have 

f . W e tro o You've plenty o tune. · 

" . ith a weedy tennis a spot. . _ tory house w assed 
The club was a cozy two s on the second floor we p . o-

1 · d F . m the room ead an awnIDo· 
court at t 1e s1 e. r o deck over which w~s spr e Englishman 
through a door out on a . wicker chairs, th d" blow 

· 1 es m two resoun mg After seatmg ourse v l ble and swung a b the center 
. 1 d 11 t from t 1e t a 11 h o-in o-a ove d pie <.e a m a e d brass be ano o peared an 

against a battered and dente white-gowned boy ap humidity 
F where a f l Yano-tze d of the table. ram no : h effects o t 1e b nion wipe 

ommg t e ff My compa soon we were overc . handyga . 

w ith long draughts of c~o~~ghsand and sig~ed.h o-ood old days. 
his lips with the back O is the club U1 t : b when twelve 

"Ah, you should have see;ut there was ~ t~rneSometimes 'til 
Only three of us here now, bl in the evenlllo· And the 

d this ta e h and eggs. to 
or fifteen sat aroun ·o-ht here-- am akes one weep . 
midnight-take dinner {d\on o-! It almo~hm foreigner's day is 
way we punished that o h t't finished. e . 
think about it. Ah well, t a h imposing foryeign 

. 1 . " s at t e d " es, over in Km uang. l kin o-acros . l I repeate , 
. 11 d out oo b 1 dnzz e, " 

As the ship pu e d ' the disma d "false fronts. h lono-
buildings drooping un er ,, And adde ' ise at anot erb . h~ 

. , d y is over. d ·n surpr k-of rig the foreigner s a l I stare 1 ring bac . Kiu-
A day and a half . ater rnajesticallY sta le th an thoself1ndozen 

1 f f · buildmgs ' der sea A ha d ine o oreign 111uch gran d of them, nchore 
red brick and stone onda to be no e?. warship were. a docks. 
k. d there seeme d a British d the floating 
f ra~gl an f w o-unboats an 1·es swarrne , 
re1g 1ters, a e o · g coo 1 il I ce I ve 

along the bund, and carr;:ing over the ;;o~S }ooking ~;etery.'' 
I turned to a passenger ' d rnost pros~ look like a c 

"This is the busie:t :n rnakes Tientslll '1 d. Sure, 
seen outside Shanghai. t et inside, m a d noise 

d ·1 you g f fuss an . ce He grunte · .., Wait untl ke a lot O Ever s1:1 
"Busy? Prosperous. always rna h gone to pot, been going 

the coolies and sa~pa~usiness here . ~ things have 
when a ship comes ~- British concess10 
the Chinese took th 
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down, and past here all the way through the south along the 
river is in the hands of communists. As a matter of fact, they're 
camped only a few miles out of Hankow." 

The picture of Kiukiang flashed through my mind. I waved 
at the sky line of building s. 

"False fronts," I said. 

"False front s," he repeated, nodding his head. "That's 
right." 

* * 
Hank ow was steaming with the nasty July heat of the Yangtze 

Valley. Under the morning sun on the way to the hotel my 
clothes clung to me like damp rags. Inside, the streets were 
clean and well paved, with neat sidewalks and more foreign 
buildings and shops. But the ex-British concession was like a 
graveyard. The sound of each step my ricksha boy took was 
repeated by a hoilow echo. 

At the office the Departmental head, adviser, greeted me with 
the news that the local advertising man had started a trip up 
the river the day before my letter was received. 

"However, I think he's just about reached Shasi and you 
can catch one of tomorrow morning's boats and I'll wire him 
to wait for you." 

I borrowed an interpreter and the company's motor car and 
went out to see what the city was like. Three blocks back on 
the side of the river the foreign section ended and we were on 
a~ enormously wide macadam boulevard, parts of which we~e 
stiil under construction. The shops were entirely new, built m 
Wes~ern style and proportions. The amount of merchandise they 
earned Was so small they looked as if the owners might be itiner
ants putting on a temporary sale. 

The interpreter spoke with pride, "The local government 
or?,ered the new street and shops." 

f tnd I suppose it's making the shopkeepers pay and none 
0 

.~ em have enough business to keep going." 
"NYou hav: to~,ay first time come Hankow, how you know?" 

ever mind, I replied. 

He called my attention to th · h h b b d :.-e 
e ng t w ere a ar e Wu 
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d f soldiers with rifles fence extended across the street an our 

paced up and down. · t everywhere out-
"H 1 . d . I law Commums s 

an rnw 1s un er martia · · . . Must be very care-
side city. Every day think may be upnsmg. . "d city" 
ful. Soldiers search every Chinese who come msi e · 

We drove to the other end of thebav~nu~ e If you like see, 
"Old Chinese shopping district egms er · 

we must get out and walk." h s facina each other 
\Ve entered a cobblestoned h1itmig, s ohp h But here was 

Id b 1 peep t roug · so closely that the sun cou are Y h k ers and their clerks, 
Ii£ . . life S op eep , I 

e--hustling, busy, exc1tmg . · . f rocious scow s, argu-
naked to the waist, twisted thei_r fdaces m e stamping their tiny 
. . h h ill o1ce women h 1 s mg vociferously wit s r -v d ll enjoyina t emse ve 
bound feet as if in a rage, and one an a 0 

immensely. h bumping and jostl~g, 
Through one hutung after anot er, . children and babies 

11. a out bargains, d old women and young sme mo . h of sweetmeats an 
d fi Y ll1 searc · h decked out in bright colore ner . s moving along wit 

d t eet aamm h . g toys, rich men, poor men an s r O • oy of seeing, earm 
b the pure J · ent the shoppers, carried away Y f ll the noise and exc1tem d 

and smelling and being a part O f a Id Here Jay a reason-an 
I loved it. This was the China O O ." l its newly painted shohps 

b d en ue wit 1 d w Y a good one-why the roa av . was passed up an d 
and air of formality and prospenty d with the mixed i° ?Js 
these sunless dwarfed alleys, scente sweating flesh, F orhi a 

f . d sauces, son t at o meat, vegetables, spices an d The same rea f 
Water and cocoanut oil, overflow~ · ·n years gone by. We~ 
Peking had appealed to me so d~ep Y 1 with a longing forht e 
h k h h history . drove t em t e West look bac t roug . e machmery t 

things that have ceased to exist sm1. c in a what they were-_eah-
er rea 1z o f · dly ne1g -out-more often than not n~v d trading in a nen d' d ·ng 

. . 1 ng an 1 . a an o1 Ing, drinking, work.mg, P ayi h pen air, ma uno onal 
b I f d . n t e o h f close pers or y way out o oors 1 . the warmt O . . 'The sat-
things with the hands, sensmg ·ous formalities. l e to 

If consc1 1· · g c os human contacts with no se - . J"fe only by 1vm 
isfaction and joys to be found m 1 

nature. 
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All night it ra ine d and was sti ll pourin g in the early mo rning 
when the ship sidle d up t o the bund before the "fa lse fronts" 
of Shasi. 

The H an k.ow advert ising man ha d arranged fo r m e to put up 
at th e mess on the second floor of the office buildin g attache d to 
a mod ern p ress pac ki ng pl ant (belonging to J ard ine-M athes on, 
En gland' s leadin g m ercantile hou se) where every season raw 
co~ton grow n in the Y angtz c Va lley was pre ssed and baled for 
shipment to Shan ghai. Ou r ho st in ch arge was the lon e foreign 
inhabit ant. 

After a bat h and change to fresh cloth es borrowed p artl y from 
the Han kow adverti sing m an who was t wice my size an d partly 
from th e Chin ese agent who was h alf m y size-the Terminus 
Hotel boy in H ankow h ad fai led to bring m y luggage to the 
boat- we gathered up umbr ellas and wen t out. From w ithin 
the neatly walled compound I could hear the efficient hum of 
the imported m ach iner y . Immediately we were outside we were 
back_ in the days of Chri st. For eight or ten bl ocks we were 
~oldmg our noses amidst the mo st mi sera ble, abj ect squ alor 
m the filthi est and m ost evil smelling hole I h ad ever seen iJl 
all my days in China. 

At noon,_ after we h ad picked up the plant manager and 
gon~ ~p ~tairs to the dining room ( all modern improvements
a F ng ida1~e stood in one corner), I looked through the window 
at the Chm ese pouring out of the factory. Half of them were 
women and girls. All of them were weary and worn. This was 
t~e. second town invaded by industri alism that so far I h ad 
v1site~, save Shangh ai (which l~ke New York or any large 
sc~~~tt, only exaggerated the high-lights of a n ation), and 
; 1tm~ me the que stion arose more strongly than ever: how much 

as; e deadly monotony of machinery and its close jail-like 
con -~:ment cost humanity in living-simply r · ; If the 
condition of th d 1 1 ivmg. 
. d . e town an t 1e ooks of people resulted froJ:!l 
m ustnal progre · h I . 
on the la f ss-.smce t e popu at1on depended almost wholl-Y 

p nt or existence, this seemed to b G d h 1 the 
country if ·t d e so- o e p 

Th _1 ever starte to progress in a big I 
e Chmese age t h d . way. 

n a accompanied me to Shasi. The local 
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deal er and his sta ff came aboard to greet him. After ~he formal 
greetin gs th e agen t made a remark to the dealer in Chmese. The 
dealer looke d emb:lrrasse d and started to sputter. , 

l . . · d Im, The ao-ent s face 
C 1mese poker-foce passivity an ea · 0 h l 

1 1 h d 1 · ·ms up and down e p-
s ow y turned a beet red, e wav e 1is ar d 
I 1 f fi · tes he stamped up an 
ess y, then expl ode d and or ve mm u . l 

' h d I d Jmost foaming at t1e 
dow n in a f ury, sho utin o-at t e ea er an a 

0 . b 11" g him to shut up. 
mouth. I finall y stopped l11m Y t m d Ii d Tl e day 

l A coo-ha s ppe · 1 
I k new wh at the troub e was. . 0 dviser had received a 

before I h ad left Hank.ow the foreig n a . l · to raise 
. SI o-h . requestm o- 11111 

strictl y pri vate cab le from 1ano ai d' 0 d c·garettes 
I . b d f me nun gra e I ' ' 

t 1e pric e of the most popular ra_n ° . Al hou oh not more 
to be put into effect wit hout prev_wus noticed. l t for:io-n adviser 
h 1 . Sl I office an t 1e o t an t 1ree m en 111 the ung 1a1 l d f the comino-. l )' know e ge O 0 

m H ank.ow were suppose d to 1ave an d the ao-ent 
. . . : ' code was use , o 

rise m pnce, and tho ugh a pn, ate l d exactly what the 
had know n the minute the cab le was re ease ' · to effect. At 

. d l d te . t was to go in 
new pnc e was to be an t 1e a i l h d r·ead the news to 

d l els 1e a sp 
once, throu gh und ergro un c 1ann d l Shasi dealer from 
the dealers . Som e hitch had preve~lted t l1e ·efore to write off 

. . d l h d fa1 e ' t 1er , 
receivm g the message an 1e a ' he old low prices. 
all the cases he h ad in stock as sol~ at t f such kind usually 

In all the lar oe for eign comp anies newh.s O tbur st to the best 
1 o b f re t is ou ' h 
eaked out ahead of time. But, e O d utted openly t at 
f . l d ever a n 1 . k' 

o m y k nowled o-e no Clun ese 1a d d Af ter t 1m ·mg 
o d 1bfoun e . f 

he was in on it. At firs t I was un hould be so ree 
. . . ·t. cular man s f . n 
it ov er I realized w hy tlu s par i . E 1·sh he wore oreig 

d d I ll ng l ' ' h 
with his talk. He had been e ucate d ·n(J" out money in t e 
1 I. . an pay1 o f h t p 

c othes. By playin o-good po 1tics · as one o t e 0 
o . · pretty · 

right places hi s broth er was sitting h ino- adopted foreign 
1. TI refore, av O • 1 local 

po ice officials in Han k.ow. 1e h a power m t 1e . I 1 . brot er . mpt. 
ways and manners, and wit 1 11s f 'd to show lus conte 

ot a rai .d I ade no 
gov ernment, the agent wa s n d what he sa1 · t m . l 
L. l h d derstoo . h r his oss 1tt e he cared that we a un ll·ed outng t ove d 
d. f h d y he su '- d h rd an 1ff erence. For the rest o t e a d what I ha ea 

1 I reporte 
of squ eeze. (Back in Han r..ow 
later he was let out). 
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In Ichang, one day farther west, we were back in the new 
China. Blue and white wa lls blazoned forth the three principles 
of Sun Yat Sen; women seated in groups wer e breaking rocks_ to 
macadamize the newly broadened main street. Th ere was no m
dustrialism in Ichang. For a while the sky cleared, and shop
keepers in the cool shade of their doorways, h awkers under 
awnings fanning flies off their fruits and sweetmeats and loafers 
lounging under shade trees, gave the city a leisurely air of 
con ten tmen t. 

In the afternoon the customs head, a pleasant bearded English
man got together a party for a trip to the edge of the gorges. 
I was surprised to meet five other foreigners, but one proved to 
be a nurse from Hongkong on a vacation, two were officers fro.~ 
river gunboats and one the wife of a Frenchman on specia 
service. We rode the customs launch to where the rapids be
gan, climbed the sides of a steep cliff, walked a swaying, sus
pended bamboo bridge across a deep crevice, passed through a 
small fishing village up and around over a rough stone fo.ot
path to where a clear mountain stream trickled down formmg 
here and there small ponds of icy cold water, and took a d.e
licious, tingling plunge. Afterwards we lunched in a Buddhist 
temple constructed within a cave whose roof and walls were 
of solid rock. The monks were dopes. 

At dark, on the boat back to .Hankow, curtains were pulled 
and all lights that could be seen from the shore were put out. 
Seated at dinner a sudden volley of shots from a distance whanged 
against the deck rail metal sheeting. The captain remained un
moved. 

"Don't worry," he said. "It's probably only a flash in the 
pan. We'll have them spotted with a flashlight in a minute and 
can soon tell if anything is going to happen. They're shooting 
from the shore. Everything is ready if they attempt to put out 
a boat. They fire a few loads every now and then just to let off spleen." 

When I slipped on deck a minute later one of the marines 
showed me a dent where a bullet had struck the sheet iron, and 
off to the north under the circle of light thrown from the deck 

not subdue 
Even the 
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above, I could ma ke out a red flag and d ark fig u res retr eating 
throu gh the ru sh grass on the river bank . 

I was sever al days in Hanko w . After work in t he aft ernoon 
all th e forei gner s, except the J apanese, made d irec tl y fo r the 
Rac e Club, wh ich had been slightl y enlar ged an d also boaste~ 
an eight een-h ole go lf course aro und t he outer edges an d tennis 
cour ts in back . T owa rd sundown, af ter the gam es w ere over, 
member s mo ved out to t ables sprea d on t he front h wn and, 
whil e boys in whi te t rot ted to an d fro shoot ing F lit at a~k!es, 
sipp ed gimlet s- gin, cra cked ice and a to uch of lim e JUJce, 
served in a ch amp ag ne glass and in sidiously p leasing to the pal ~te. 
As th e sun set and dark came t he mo re pl easant and soothmg 
became the g imlet s, and by th e tim e it was nece ss:u y to leav; 
to get home for dinn er th e pl easu re of sit t ing an d t h e cff~rt. 0 

rising were so great that m any remained as th ey w er e, drnw g 
on ham and eggs and beer. 

On Saturday evenin g I at e at an It alian restaur ant and later 
in the evening visited the "dump s" ("You mu st be sure to see the 
'dumps'"), a block of cab arets and dance h all~ that had sprung 
up with the comin g of the W hite Ru ssians. A t midni ght I was 
seated with thr ee fri end s in the Metr ojJole w hen a party of men, 
in full evening dre ss, enter ed and stood in t he doorway to sur vey 
the crowd before takin g a table, remindin g me of Oppenhei:11's 
descriptions of his sophi stic ated, we ll-bred criminals ga thering 
for a conference in one of their low-dive meeting places. 

. " Se~ the one in front with the white goatee and band across 
h'.s shirt? That's the Briti sh admir al. They' ve ju st come frorn a 
d~nner party. All the buc ks in H ankow doll up Saturday eve
ning for swank dinn er parti es. After th ey br eak up the rne!l 
s~end the rest of the night making a round of the 'dumps'. It's a 
ntual." 

l~ eleven Sunday morning I met a bunch at the old Russian 
~ u to go to Jap-town for a sukiyaki breakfast A few old 
tu:er} out of sentiment kept the bar open as a ;lace to rneet 
anh ishculsls tfhe good old days and unload their ;inds about 
w at a e o a h · h d 
exce t f mess t mgs a come to. The room was ern pt}' 

p or a gaunt, unshaven Russian some seven feet tall. Bis 
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h. at the neck and a pair of 
clothing was lim ited to a s irt open . d ed we asked 

Afte r I was intro uc 
patch ed blue serge t rousers. d h · ted at his bare 
h . . . b l·f t Emb arra sse , e poin .. 

1m to JOin us at rea '- as · I Tl I I advertmncr 
h h d o soc <:s 1e oca o 

feet. H e was sorry bu t e a n · f t h a pair and took 
1 b l · s mess to e c man sent on e of t 1e oys to 11 

l 
me aside to exp lain. h C -H ankow 's leading 

"He used to be consul und er t _e zadr spent more money 
. . l l b" st part ies an l d soc,:il lig 1t- g:1ve t 1e igge . Wh the Whites crac <:e 

th an any m:in h ere before or since. enl ·ncr about business, 
d d Knew not11 .:, d 

up he wa s lef t hi gh an ry. h . Composes, too. An , 
only how to en tert ain and play t e _piano!.. o-h here who heard 

b. d t unn cr t HOU.:, f 
boy, can he p lay ! Some ir O d~ croing to try him out or 
him is sendi ng h im to Holl ywood an is 0 

conce r t work." C on play us your latest 
· " 01ne , ' He turn ed to th e Rus sian, 

compo siti on." . f the old concert hall coni 
W e went up st airs to th e remains O R · 's Ion o-powerfu 
. . ' . Th e uSSian o k.s 

tamm g onl y an out worn piano. d l se loud pedal. Coss~c 
d 1 turn e 00 ' d · mg fin °ers ran a few chor s, t 1en 1 • black eyes anc · ' 

b . . · g marcmng, dl Little ·marching , marchmg, smgm ' . le burning can· .es. .· k 
drink, drinh, drink, icons and €a fnirn at both ends, dd1~~ '"k' 
F I- , B ,rn bm n, C c1,s 1i n at Jer w atco over 1ts. t, , I. "'au ossa '", , 

. ·eh mare 'J, .) R ssians drink. Street s of Moscow, ma: z' F t'Jer-for iue are . u ~ 
I- f t /- Lit t e a,,: , t . ·wus am and m are h a 11 d ft g Jf or Je 1 loriom tm g 01 · ' • 1 
. R ia t11e g ' h "' Russia. one and all, R11ssuws. , ttss ' I. 1,iarch, mare , m.1 

f l · s mare J , · se yearn-atherland Rus sia the g ,ortall ' t"ons the mt en f 
. . b . t of emo 1 ' 11 joy o 

A po werful, throbbmg ms d the carefre e, rec < ess h the 
ing s and bitterne ss of weakness an to under stand w Y 

l It was easy 
strength. The Ru ssian sou · . l · bet. l b ers' 
Hollywood spon sor was malrnd1g. us the country to a aWorgot 

·e mto 1 . er e After bre akfa st we motor .1 ks across t 1e rr: · f olies 
·11 . 1 S d ·d 01 tan f 11 n er o co v1 age opposite t 1e tan ar . l llected a o owi 0 1 . rude 

d l· y co d a • 1n o-out to stretch our legs an qmc '- 1 ·0 (7 J·okes an m '" 01 d of 
1 re crac u o t a c o 

and small boys. Soon t 1ey we h p on the way ou .. g man 
d l last s o d ert1sin remarks. As we passe t 1e ' d truck the a v rocks, 

l · an s · l · (J' up dirt whizzed throu ah t 1e air them pie on.:, 
b ed to see 

plump in the back. We turn 
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but continued without ha ste towards the car. By the time we 
were inside, however, mi ssiles were flying through the air hitting 
against windows and sides. Luckily, the car was protected by 
safety glass and the white faced driver was off in a cloud of 
dust before any harm could be done. 

The middle of the week the adverti sing man and I boarded 
a ship to Chang sha, in the communist section to the south through 
the lakes. Rain started again as we left and for two nights and 
days it rained steadily. We anchored among the British .and 
American flat-bottomed, river gunboats between the walled 
Chinese city on the mainland and the runt of an island where 
the foreign community lived. When we motored across in a 
Chinese launch to the office at the entrance of the Chinese city 
rain still poured steadily, heavily. The foreign adviser, a 
chunky, keen-eyed Britisher, was full of news and worries. 
. "I can show you through the city if you want to wade o~t 
m all this rain but there's positively nothing you can do here 111 

the way of advertising. The communists have been in control for 
abo~t a week and just left last night. They've looted all th~ 
offi.~1als who hadn't run away and taxed the shopkeepers out of al 
their cash, and commandeered most of their stocks before they 
cleared out. Most of the shops are still closed . 
. "It ~oes on all the time. Every month or so they march on t~e 

city, seize what they can get hold of in money and food supplies 
and are off again. It's impossible to do any systematic advertising, 
. "I've been having enough trouble worrying about getting 

~ilver transferred to Hankow. I've stored 10,000 tacls of silver 
m one of the American gunboats to carry along when it goes
but that may be a week or a month. You fellows are a lifesaver 
-now I can have it transferred to your ship for you to look 
after." 

All day h d 
1 h a eavy ownpour. After office that afternoon we 

too<: td e launch across to the island and played bridge on the 
veran a of the cl b A I If d 

"How u : 1a. - ozen members were there. 
" . ma~y foreigners live on the island?" I I d Five famil I , as <:e . 
t f hies. t s a very small island and we're sitting right 

on op o eac other O fi fl d" . 
· ur rst oor mmg room looks down oil 
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th h b h" d us At times it gets a second floor bedroom of e ouse e m · d . o-
. l . y afternoon an swappmb pretty monotonous meeting 1ere ever d h"t 

. . ,. 1 ys the same faces an c i -
dinners once or twice a weeK-a wa . l I h " 

h b help out a ot t 1oug · chat. Officers from t e gun oats 
"Are you ever in any real dangerh?" I unists are go-
" . t 11 w en t 1e comm ' 

At times. You never can e · d f · als amono-our-
. W h e a co e o sign b 
mg to try to steal up. e av b f tun· ed shots with 

1 b tain num er 0 
se ves and the gun oats, a cer d I ve to clear out, 

l · hot an we rn 
a revolver. When t 11ngs get too h . I d . here rowboats are 
we have a spot at the back of t ed :~ an w 
hidden. We're pretty well prot~cte · f ed we went back 

. . h b f silver trans err ' .. At midnight, t e oxes o I d nd the advertising 
on ship. As if by miracle, the sky c earde ~ in the cool silence 

. d I d n the rear ecK man, the ea ptam an stoo O • £1 t d by the full moon. 
d .1 pples re ec e . 

watching the blue an s1 ver n . ll··ng in whispers m 
d ·n azino- ta .... 1 

Until four o'clock we stoo sti . g f b' that seemed to em-
d f lino-0 peace . 

order not to disturb the eep ee bd . "ble utterly unpos-
I e unposs1 , Id b brace the entire world. t seem h. "llness there cou e 

sible, that somewhere beyond t .1s stit u o-gling, killing each 
1 fio-htino-, s r b 11 creatures, such as ourse ves, b b? d man so sma · 

l s so 1 o-an ot 1er and starving. Nature wa b 
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waiting in Shan ghai for th e Big H eat to end-th e North Side 
underworld-Chinese asleep under th e sk y - a form er co1J1jJany 
man now sells ex jJensive Am erican coffins to Chi11rse-Hong
l?.._ong laws and habits are inconsistent-th e Ca11tonrse hat e for
eigners-the South goes mod ern w ith concret e-n earby " bandit 
com~nunists" lwejJ Swatow and Amo y on a dol e-Fo ochow 's first 
f ~rezgn settler-die/wring ov er a l?..idna jJ jm l 1nissionary- the an
niversary of th e Chines e R e jmbli c is celebrated on a Ja jH111ese ship 
-So uth ern gunme d L S · , N t l -n mur er enox w i jJson and e11d ttJe or IJ 

ern s jJlit-wh at does it all amount to 

Y V l] ACK IN SHANGHA I FROM TJ-IE 

/ngtzhe ~ ey I was due t o make a voyage to the south to corn-
p ete t e circl e But Ch · I · · f h B. H · m a ay gasp m o- 111 the clutches o t e 

ig eat and dow C b ·d · 
was gr tl . . n an ton way , I was told, the hi gh hum 1 1tY 
ac eah Y mten sified. So I took a room in the Cathay Mans ions 

ros s t e wa f h c , • 

the t Y rom t e Cercle Sportif, waiting for a br eak in 
emperature. The d . C l d 

th e C th M . mo ern at 1ay Hotel on the bund an 
a ay ans1ons wer f h h f the Sassoon f .1 . e a p ar t O t e eavy inve stme nt s o 

ami Y, pri va te b ] ] 1 h cumulated b d . an <ers w 1ose enormous wea t ac-
y ev1ous ways d h d . l With the dee!" f . an means a led to English tit es. 

me o silver the f · · t 
a large annual los .d h cost o erectm g such buildin gs a 
dow n their swol;e~a~a:ke~ better th an did the at tempt to keep 

alance s by transmitting m gold to 
350 
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England. Th e silver doll ar was now droppin g steadi ly and most 

of the large fi rm s were in a similar quandary. h 
F 1 . d 1 ah the sections where t e or severa even111gs I roame t 1rouo . . 

f . d f . . d y Cl · a 111aht life was concen-ore1gn an ore1gmze oung 1111, . o . . . _ 
trated. On the Nort h Side, along the dimly lighte~ cnss-c:oss I 
. . d zens of mternat10na 
mg streets behind th e Astor House were o 
d . l eh· dance partners, some 

a nee h alls and caf es, some wit 1 mese . . f 
. . d me with a mixt ure o 

W1th Jap anese some with Russian an so I . l w 
h . ' . . . d b . ds. Bae '- m c 1e narro 

t e three, 111clud111g sensua l m ixe - ree_ d d- ut Rus-
11 . h J ect10ns own -an ° a eyways bordering on t e apanese s . l . ts of petty 
· . · h h Ch inese 1ang-ou s1an refu gees crowded 111 wit t e ' . 
h . . a nd commumsts. 

t 1eves, footpads, kid na pprng ganos. a . I· . f ett y thievery, 
F 1 . f ationa 1t1es, or P 

or a cong omerate mixture o 11· . . d l . well-known 
d 1 l . cide an ot 1er 

run cenn ess, stab bin g, s 1ootmg, sui . f I . seaports Mar-
. d · ·1 . ect1ons o ar ge vices common to low- 1ve sa1 or s_ Id have equalled 
·11 1 . t s cou never ' se1 es in its hey-day of t 1e nme ie_ . f, d bars selling 

Sh 1 ., . · l· · a JOmts ea es an 
an g 1a1 s North Side. Drm d no . 'h . 1 ddy waitresses 

J . . . 1· with t eir s 10 
apan ese 1m1tat1on cut 1quors, h l h si·no deaenerate 

11 b ·ot e s ou o o . 
as come-on s; filthy back a ey 1 I d umpti ve looking 

d d b d ·a aa e cons 
crosse -blood str ains; an e 1 ' oo 

Women walking the streets. f . 1 sha boys played a 
I h . d. . aangs o nc c . k 
n t 1s water-front 1stnct o' h d th e luck to pie· up 

game that w as h ard to beat . Whe n oned ab ut way s to the en-
d b ·oun -a o . 

a well soused sailor he trott e Y 1 h boys who were wai~-
tr ance of a dark alley . Thr ee or ~our ot ber him up, took all his 
. d 1 f h ncks ha, eat d " of mg ra gge d th e drun c ro~ t e A y orkshire la , one 
possessions and left him ly111g there. h most dangerous and 
Shanghai's finest", once told rne that lt e t nightly job of chas-
f ·1 . h 1· f was the a mos . . h es for ut1 e work m t e po ice orce d raiding ous 
. d h d gunm en an ' . d twist-
ing own strong-arm t ugs an O hese wind mg an 

. d 1· tur e amon o t communist presses an 1tera ' 
ing, black, blind alleys. A venue Edoua rd VII, th1 

On my way home I pa ssed dow101 l the street lights glowe 
· h wn 11 Y 1 h every-mam cabaret street of Frenc to · ccasiona coug ' I 

softly in the dark ness and, bu t for an °to bed-liter ally. As 
h . h d a-one d I altnost 

t mg was quiet. The avenue a back of the bun 
entered the street a few block s 
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stumbled over a body and fro m th en on h ad to keep to t~e 
middle of the ro ad. Shop keepe rs and th eir fa mil ies, women, chil
dren and bab;es, naked to th eir wa;sts, lay stc ctchcd out on marsi 
one continuou s line, block aft er block. In th e g utt ers a string? 
rickshas, coolies curl ed up in th e bottom snorin g . Bro wn bodies 

· d · From tw1ste in awkwa rd po ses on th e concr ete safe t y zon es. 
midni ght to the fir st light of da wn th ousan ds upon thou ~a~ds 
of exhausted bod;es snatch;n g mom ent ary r esp;t e and obLvio~ 
from duII, dr ab wor k and w orry and th e depr essin g waves 0 heat. 

* * * * * 
On a Saturday even;n g I stopp ed for a m;nut e ;n th~ ]:;~ 

of the A stor Hou se. A lanky, red-he aded A merican in his 
forties stopped me and held out h;s hand. h 

"You don't remember me, do you? I used to be with t e 
company up in Shansi back in 1916." I 

I remembered. From time to time tales about his unusua 
adventure s during the intervening years had float ed back to n:1e 
even in far away New York. While still with the company: 
Tai~uanfu he had persuaded the governor, known as "The O 
Chri stian General," to back him in a cattle ranch. Whereupon 
he resigned from the company, returned to his native Arizon; 
where he had been raised a cowboy, gathered together a ga:~ 
of riders and five hundred head of cattle and shipped them 
Sha · 1 h lateau nsi to set up a .reg_u ar western American ranch on t e P the 
back of the provincial capital. But the upkeep was costly, h 
cattle failed to breed properly on the strange grass, and at t; 
end _of two years the cowboy had to clear out on the run "' 1~e 
the irate general gunning for him. Before he left, however,. 
had managed to run up a bank account in the States amountl!lg 
to ,~bout a hundred thousand dollars. 

"Wh.at are you doing now?" I asked. 

'd Selling coffins to the Chinese. I have a contract with a homel~l 
s1 e manufactur I h . ke a 
d d . er. get out t e fanciest coffins they ma ' h ecorate With ·1 d t e 
Chinese f 11 f ~1 v-er and chrome plating. And boy, o "If 

a or 1t r I m k h d fi ever 1 coffin I sell. Two ·ye a ed a1 t o~sanf per cent pro t on 
ars an retire or good." 
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k h . d:>" 
"How do you wor t is en · 'fi . I FI wer Tradino
"I 1 . d 1 of 'The Art1 cia o o 

wor <: it. un er t.1e name d I have to stay in the 
Company' with a Chmese as a figurehea .'. ill and would 
b Id I · n Shansi 1s st sore , ack.ground-th e o genera up i 'f I k I was around. 
send some of hi s gunmen after me now i 1e new 

Com e on and meet the wife.". . ackard limousine and I met 
We drove to his apartment m his P. 

the wife, a prett y blonde young Ru ssia~; II rio-ht she doesn't 
"I , l b :> Sh 's dumb-its a o ' h' sn t s 1e a eaut y . e d ·11·no-to do anyt mg 
d I. h b 1 ' sweet an w1 i o 

un erstand Eng 1s - . ut s 1e s . I like. If she died tomorrow 
I say and that's the kmd of a wife . . the world. We get 
I'd marry another Russian. Best wives m 
along fine, don ' t we, baby?" 

He patted her on the cheek. 

* ::~ 

:..c ,,. , ,,. e Dollar line to Hon?~ong. 
Early in September I took t~ . f II the tidy c1t1es of 

B . . h b the t1d1est o a I k d 'n nt1s Hongkong must e I . sistent. It oo e i 
h Plete y mcon h en t e world and the most corn f efficient c arwom 
h I ' · 'f . io-ht a corps O f 1· of the t e ear y mornmg as i overn o . E en the o iage d 

had given it a thorough sweepmg. v rs of the hills seeme 
f · g the contou 1. h a-ainst undergrowth and trees so tenm .1 ry high- 1g ts ao 

1 · h d to s1 ve f . ele to have been dusted and po is e d girls the oreign d-
h · · d 1·1 od boys an ' h' a- close t e VIVid green. An 1 re go . h. h hour everyt mo 

J.Uent went to bed at 10 o'clock, at wh ic'des of the stone steps at 
b . h on t e si d elled to y law. Yet the Chmese s ops 'th dust an sm l 
h h ·11 brown wi 'd ts was on Y t e bottom of the 1 s were h native res1 en I . 

heaven. And the night life among t e free and unmora as m 
d about as startino- at midnight an was h t 

11.T 
O I 'b' · · dinner t a J. ',j ew York durin o-pro 11 it1on. d d a Clunese 

B o C I atten e h ch·nese custom, efore going to anton Knowing t e i nt located 
Was supposed to start at 9 P.M. f the restaura . ' e 
I b t room o tire squar . arrived at 10. The anque f t took up an en . full 

h ter ron ' ne were in two blocks back from t e wa . nd twenty-a f black-
T bl f chiang a · h a row o en or twelve ta es o ma ken up wit . fit was 

. 'd f h m was ta king out swing. One s1 e o t e roo piurn srno 
h f hich an ° Wood k'angs, on eac o w 
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n eatly arr anged. Occ asion ally one of the slend er silken go~ ned 
gue sts would leave off gam blin g to lie dow n and rel ax wit h a 
smok e. I wan dered aro u n d wat chi n g, wo nd er in g hun gn Y w h ·1 hen 
dinn er was to begin . Fi n ally , aro und eleve n-th irty , I asked _ t e 
compan y 's n um ber one, who wa s conce n t r at ed on a m a chialtg 
game . H e pointed to a door at one side. I ent ere d and foun ~ 
long table p iled with food, the n sudd enl y realized th at the ~eaO' 
went on all eveni ng and that g uests dr if ted in and out, eat lflo 
wh en th ey felt like it. A South ern cu sto m th at wa s new to me, 
The food, too, was d ifferent from th at of t he Nort h, with ma~Y 
t hin soup s and fish and hi gh ly season ed sn ak e dishes-li ke t e 
Southerner s th emselves, a thin , n er vous diet. . h 

W hil e I was seat ed at th e dinin g table , th e air was rent wit d 
a terrific noi se as if a light art iller y 11:1d let loose. I looked arouhnt 

'l brwa but no one wa s pay ing an y att en t ion. I asked m y ne1g 1 0 dd' O' 

had happ ened . He shrug ged his sho uld ers, " Perhap s a we_ 1:~ 

- shootin g off g iant cr ack ers ." I looke d at my watch-it w d 
h alf an hour afte r m idni ght. I w alked to the w indow an~ gazhe e 

h h · w ith t out-t e str eet s below were as light as day , ec 0111g d 
1 f · 1 shas an c atter o pedest rians' woo den clogs, motor cars, nc < ' d 
l . Cl . . . . . l d rowar c 1a1rs. 1111ese night life wa s at 1ts hei g lt . I sta re up bi k 
h k h · the ac t e pea - a fe w ligl1ts bl in ked here and t ere agamst d ·n 

ma ss silhou et ted against t he sky . The Briti sh were tucke 1 
their beds, quietly sleepin g · 

S . l E l' sh im~ ome one h ad to ld m e t he da y before th at t 1e • n g 1 the 
posed a fine fo r t aki ng off one 's coa t in pub lic-even on n 
hotte st day. I thought of all the formal cleanlin ess I had se_e; 
of the 10 o'clo ck cu rfew, then of the tremendous racket g~i: ~ 
ar?und me and the open consumption of opium. W h at a curioch 
mi xture of con t radictions the Eng lishm an is-morality as su f 
P,!a,rs no part in his li fe- h e is ru led by the one and on ly law 0 

Its done or it isn't done". 

. I went to Canton by boat. It was worse than I expected . .A!l 
mferno of h t h · I d · . I and o!l 
h . ea t at s1zz e 1n wave s against t 1e sun, ' I e 

t e busmess t f · h . f om t 1 
I . s reet acmg t e nver came an upro ar r 
oadmg and u 1 d" . let up· 

. n oa mg sampans and Junks that never 
Out side the ffi · d tittJte 0 ce wm ows was the hangout of the pros 

MID-SUMMER OF 19 3 O 355 

d · y quarrelling b f h . h h1"oh pitched chatter an no1s oats rom w 1c b d l 
penetrated into the room all the _ ay ongd. f reion merchandise 

. . h fore1oner an o o h The feeling agamst t e t:>. Th lls }1ere Sun's ome 
f I . h :ur e wa , . d ran hi gh-it could be e t 1~ t e. T. I- Priuciples but carne 

. d th his Jree d d town, were not p:11nte w i b ly native goo s an 
· · to uy on d f messages invoking th e citi zens h apers and wor o 

I b Th ouo newsp, f h to support Chinese a or . r .t:> ttes spread tales o t e 
mouth local man ufacturers of cdigarbe· ds 

f . ma e ran . I 1 f poisons that went in to oreign- d l streets. 111e oca O -

An interpr eter showed me aroun t 1e ads with a ruthless 
. . . d b "ldino new ro, I d r ers fic1als were w1de111ng an l11 ° h 1-eepers and an O'- 11 

· . d d a oe to s op " l o one 111d1ff erence to cost an am, b d · the N ort 1. n 
I I ha seen 111 • d thor wholl y unequ alled by w 1at .' n down and a w1 e -

d h ·e be1n° tor h ? When a stree t we ent ere , s ops wer .b 1 ss an ole. W Y · · 
1 mean111g e b I d as con-oughfare cut throu g 1 at a l . ter·preter the an w . 

· 1 · d t 1e 111 ' • price, new road was bm lt , exp a111e. b oht it at their own 
demned and the road officials ofu~ m the local government, 

·1d· loans ro l to any one erected new bu1 mgs on d t the new s 10ps . 
1 l 1 d rente ou h t prooress m o <ayed by t 1ernse ves, an The appro ac . 0 d.0 .d ds 
I l e rent. ter 1v1 en w 10 was willin o to pay tl d ·d far grea 

b btle an pa1 
the South was far more su ' l thin 
than th at of the North. f a new type--a e1ea_p,dows 

TI b ·1d· · p were o . h ment win • 1e m mgs gomg u · es wit case d by 
h . four ston . d upporte layer of concrete, t ree or ojectmg an s d 

the bottom of the second storlyl P\hn o a shady area eb. are of 
·11 d f l . dewa <, m '" o ts were p1 arson thee ge o t 1e si 1 ·cl-out stree d n the 

h h ewly ai entrate 0 
As in the nort t ese n All business cone d and ar-

traffic and the shops deserte d. . 5 was purel y fdorce to pieces 
11 d roares n go Waterfront. Th e so-ea e P do re to sweat a . n to the 

"fi I 1 1 ·mpe ' su ht was give d t1 cia , m ateria s were s O d no thoug · d d the roa s 
quickly in such a clim ate, an to be use an 

b ·td. os were 
problem of how the U1 111b • l on one of 

1 · ent . d ·p uc tet made a profit ab e mvestm I roun tn d p 00 choW, 
B 1 I bou a1t a Amoy an ack in H ong rnng O SwatoW, ·ed me. 

h · men to compam il t e En glish coastw1se stea p tu auese, ac passed m es 
The local advert ising man, a ~re/to SwatoW we 

Through the mouth of the nv 

\ 
I 
f 

I 
I 
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of beautifully rolling hills. Mansions of wealthy Chinese nestl~d 
in the slopes among groves of semi-tropical trees. As the ship 
neared the city, coolies stood in sampans ahead waiting, and, as 
it went by, fastened the hooks of long poles to the upper deck 
railing, swinging perilously into the air, back and forth like h~ge 
pendulums, until they were able to steady themselves by gr~p
ping at the sides with their toes, then crawling up the poles like 
monkeys. 

The ship left that evening. But for business one day was more 
than sufficient. Less than twenty Li back from the city the "com
munist-bandits" (local Chinese called them) were in complete 
control and had cut off all communications. Although the to;? 
still did a thriving business in embroidery, one of the few han 1£ 
crafts in all of China that had maintained its high level. 0 

workmanship, yet it was above all a trading and distributi~g 
port, and now that the farmer's produce had ceased to pour ~ 
the people were forced to live piece-meal on donations of foo 
supplies shipped in from Cant on . . I 

The next morning, passing through the mouth of the nv_e~, 
could have easily mistaken Amoy for Swatow. Inside, the citied 
too, were much alike, with streets shaded by mat roofs an 
isolated districts of the modern, shapeless, three-storied mon-

. · f h. fi.x than stros1t1es o t m concrete. But Amoy was in a worse JI 
Swatow for she had nothing in the way of a handicraft to. {ad 
back upon and the communist-bandits back country had Iol e d 
her trade, leaving her even more dependent upon Hongkong an 
Canton for food. 

Foochow rambled up and down hills. Here we put up at thJ 
"hotel" for the night. At the side of the entrance compoun 
I_ stared in awe at twenty or more highly polished brass ho~! 
signs strung together by a chord and hung from the top of ~ 
wall, each bearing the name of some well-known English 111-
surance or trading company. 

"What kind of hotel is this?" I asked the Portuguese. 
"S h' N ho -s : ot so loud. You must be careful. The man W 

runshthis place doesn't like to have it called a hotel. He's -verY 
touc Y· He looks upon rooming and chowing guests as doing 
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1 , ld f · o-n resident and opened them a favor . He's Fooc 10w s o est oreib . h 
• 0 His busmess as gone 

the first hang more than t~1rtr years abo.d hano-s out hang signs 
to pot, but he still keeps l11S ofhce open an ,, b 

of all the foreign firms he used to represent. . h 'gl
1
t with 

feet t'\VO 1n ei ' A powerfully built old man seven . h acious hall on 
fl · . · d b d eted us m t e sp owmg white hall" an ear gre . 

0 
t He ushered us into a 

the second floor. He was beyond eibh I' L"terally thousands 
vast room the size of a four-room bunga ow: . 1ttire :fio-ures and 

f b from mmia b o wood carvings and ronzes, b the room in glass 
1 1 tr ewn a out tern p es to armor p ate, were s 

cases and on tables or hung from the wadll. I admired his ex-
1. he serve tea. With a disturbing forma ity H pleased. 

. . f b zes e was h d " traordmary collection o ron · f hat I once a · 
"WI 1 he remnants o w "Th 1at you see are on Y t . . f deep in his chest. e 

Bis voice rumbled like a bass v10.lin romf . ds It took many, 
· to nen · . best I've sold to collectors or given I the first foreigner, 
ther was many years to bring them toge · 

You know to settle in Foochow. h · my bed, especially 
" ' . · thoug , is . f Ch'na. My most precious possess10n, b d in all o 1 

. The largest e made to my own din1ens1ons. 

Come with me." d d airy room, three ~r four 
Be led us down the hall to a sha e ' but the bed, taking up 

t· h . f d" . bedroom, 11 1mes t e size o an or mar Y look sma · 
almost one whole side made the room h' 

0 . . I 'd . . 11 of C ma ur host pomted w1t 1 pn e. 'd There 1s m a bil'ty 
"Eleven feet long by ten feet wi e. buro- among the no i 

. Id St Peters b no bed to equal it. Even m o · · t 
h ,, f " mmun1s -t ey had none so large. One raid o co than 

Of the city there was little to see. shell. Hardly morde r-
b I f · t a mere · hea qua andits" after another had e t 1 he communist d 

. . was t . ts sprea a hundred li back in the mtenor h the communis the 
. . w ence h s far as ters, the town of Hue1 Hs1en, dino- nort a f as 

II h' exten o t as ar 
a up and down southern C in~, through the we~ before I 
Y-ang tze and scattered in ba~ f ft Changsha t~e . a~y started 
Szechuen. The gang which ha e ization unw1ttc1n1I control. 
arrived was a part of this vast org;n rown beyon a 
by General Chiang K'ai Shek, and as g 
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The fa m ed Fooc how lac q uer ware w as ;1 sor r y sight to be
hold. For cen tu r ies famili es h ad carrie d on th e t r adition for 
fine craft sm ansh ip , but years of strife h ad destroy ed its mea~
in g. Th e sk ill an d care , the ti me, that wen t in to ag ing th e woo h 
mi xing, bru shin g on the m an y co ats of lac quer , allowing ea

1
c. 

. . d f d . . d . 1 ym bo ic 1ts pr oper peno o rym g , tr acin g an carv in g t 1e s d 
designs, h ad giv en way to a care less ru sh to turn out srand ar d 
pi eces for fore ign consumpti on, made of bad ly seasoned w~o 

1 ml){-th at quick ly w arp ed an d crac ke d, of adult er ated acqu er I 
tur es, each coat laid on before the one ben eath h ad prop? y 
dr ied. I we n t throu gh shop af ter shop, exa min ed on e pi ece a ter 
anoth er- ther e was n othing wort h a second glance. 

Th at afte rn oon we join ed an exci ted gro up of fo re igner s at 
h l b h d i1 slaves, t e c u , t e Bri t ish con sul severa l cu stoms m en an ° d 

A bout a m ont h before an E~ glish m ission ary h ad bee~ kidn app: h 
and ever sin ce the Briti sh cons ul h ad been dicke n ng thr~u·d 
Chin ese m essengers. Wor d ha d com e in th at d ay th at the! 0 : 

1 d h su wa n app ers ia accep ted th e con sul 's fig ur e and t e con 
. · person, pr ep ari ng to leave tha t ni ght to deliver th e ra n som m . ly 

L . . h h . · e quiet eanm g again st t e bar m ost of the m en sp ent t eir tJITI 
d · h '. 11 always amnm g t e m1ss10n an es fo r th e trouble th ey were a . ed 

I · f l f · b · · 1 en warn ma {m g or ot 1er ore 1gners y n ot comm g m w 1 _ 
b h . l · down Y t err consuls. It was always h app enin g . Ju st p am , 
ri gh t st u bbo rnne ss. 

I non to n ever k new th e out come . Such cases we re too comt 
keep a ch eck . he 

S · h ·1 Ion a- t ta rtm g t e nex t after noon we retr aced our tr a1 a 0deck 
coast back to Hon gkon g. An d a few d ays later I was on 
f I . . h 'b Martt, o t 1e super-modern Ja pa nese motor Imer, Ch ic. 'I tt . J'Jce 

bound for Shan gh ai. A beautiful job of streamlinin g , built ~ _ 
a c.ompact battle ship, with all lat est improvements and the til 

tenors decorated in the mo st modern French manner. . e 
Two day s out from Shan ghai the founding of the Chme;e 

Republic Was celebrated. The dining room walls and t ables we _ 
decorated w· h Ch' d' r pas 

It mese and Japanese flags. After mne . _ 
sengers Were ushered into the social hall where the captain 1d 
traduced a Chinese high government official-a fine looking 0 
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gentleman in nati ve dr ess. H is sp eech was mimeographed in 
Chinese and En glish and hand ed around: 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

It is a great pleasure to me to be wi th y ou tonight iu. the 
commemor ation of our Na tional Hol iday. 

I f eel particularly gratef ul to Caj;t. Y. A rakida, Com
mander of M. S. Chichibu Maru, for his kindn ess in pre
paring for us th is pleasant occasion. 

Th e tenth of Octob er, th e N ational Holiday of th e Chi
nese Republic, is being celebrated to-day everywh ere in 
China, but it is a rare opj;ortunity for us to be able to gather 
here and to have fri ends fro m various countries who happen 
to travel on board th e sanie boat, participat ing in our cele
bration. I, as a citizen of China, wish to exj;ress my deep 
ap Preciation to them all. 

A man, in a narrow sense, is a memb er of a nation, but, 
in a wider sense, a member of l.ntmanity. H e has duti es to 
Perform for his country, but at the same time he has also 
obligations towards huma nit y and th e world at large. I 
believe that his ulti mate object of !if e lies, in fine, in pro
moting Peace for the world and in increasing th e happiness 
of mankind. We are journeying in the same boat not only 
for this tim e only , but we are and shall be sailing in t~e 
same vessel through th e destiny of humanity . W e, whtle 
celebrating th e National Holiday of one nation, are looking 
forward to the day wh en the whole world will be united and at peace. 

'I'_here/ore I Propose this toast: Long live the R epublic of 
G_hzna! Long live the world peace! And long live the HaP
Pzness of Mankind! 

On board M. S. Chichibu Maru 
October 10th, 1930. ' 

Cheng Ming-Smt 

h A quiet, retiring old scholar in long blue silk gown reading 
t rough thick lens spectacles, enunciating his ideals in the clear, 
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. f M d · On a J apanese ocean liner. bell-ltke tones o pure an arm. . . Ir 
Wh . h not more of you left m this quarre mg, at a pity t ere are Wh . t there 
squabbling, suspic ious world of today. at a pity, oo, 
are not more of your kind bred. 

* * * * * 
d , h h ews th at the Northern In Shangh ai I was greete wit t e n d h d the 

. the open an t rown own clique had at last come out m L x 
h Cl . a separate country. eno gauntlet, declarin g Nort 1ma h l d both Chinese and 

S. d I fi ve one t at start e 
im~son ma e t 1e rst mo ' t he had unexpectedly stepped 

toreigners. On O~tobe~ th e firs laced himself in charge, and 
in and seized th e Tientsm custon:is, ~ . th roughly systematic 
Went about the business of handhn glidt m a keo th e only way the 

d ffi . I s a bo stro ' an e cient m ann er. t wa ' . t nces have gained a 
d y circums a , 

Northern clique could'. un er an them to raise sufficient money 
foothold, the onl y possible way for . 

to hold their ground. b t nine in the evening, 
A few weeks af ter the seizure, a ou d' g The door bell 

. 1· . o- room rea m . k Simpson w as sitt ing in his ivmb d Befor e he could ma e 
b d the oor. . d rang. The Chin ese oy op~ne ushed the boy aside, emp:ie 

a move three m asked Clunese P d 'ftly made off m a 
. ' body an sw1 their automatics into Sunpson s 

motor car waiting outside. . I For weeks he lay on his 
Simpson was rushed to a hospidta · pletely paralyzed. On 

back conscious and clear minde ' corn d with him went the 
' d out an f h' I'f November the eleventh he pass_e d b greater part o is I J 

hopes of the North. He had live t eh Northern Chinese an 
. h. h He knew t e 
In Peking. It was is ome. h ir cause. . Ii 
loved them, and died a martyr to 'r,e one outside those nnp f 

Who w as behind the murde~?K 0 , • Shek had his s~aff ? 
II Chiang ai · omts m cated knew. But natura Y 

O 
11 the str ategic P 

. d' 'b ted amono a spies and gunmen istn u 

China. .
0 

* * 
·~ * .. h With the ex-

I mont s. . I h ast twe ve d he provmces looked back over t e P I had covere t b d ne 
ception of Szechuen in the far ::t~horoughly as could e 0 

of China about as completely 
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at th at tim e with an y r easona ble safe ty . W h at h ad I seen going 
on? W h at wa s t he mean in g of it all? 

In Manchu r ia I ha d tr ave lled thro u gh a coun try th at wr 
neith er a real p ar t of Chin a nor an in depe nd en t st ate . _The on1~ 
t axes that the so- ca11ed cen tra l gove rnm ent in Na n k mg ~o~ 
ha ve ever glim psed w ere th ose from t h e salt ga belle and , parti a Y1' h · d the rue t e custom s. Y.o aII out war d ap p ear anc es 1t w as un er . 
of a m arsh al, a t itl e assum ed by an ex -b andit wh o h ad p assed 1t ~ 
to his son. Th e son h ad also inh erit ed fr om hi s fa th er on e of t e 
larg est and mo st m odern arsen als in the w orld , an aerodr?me, ; 
good-sized, n eatl y dressed st andin g army and a foll owing 0 

shr ewd gr aspin g officials and m agis tr ates. A wom an ch_aser, ~ 
opium fiend and a genera l all- around depr ave d w eaklin g, t 

. h. per-yo u ng Mar sh al left h is politic al and economic ( except 15 n-
son al squ eeze ) affair s almo st entir ely in the h and s of a co 5 
scienti ous, badl y overwor ke d English advi ser. The door w:e 
wid e open to ever y k ind of corruption and form of sque e in 
th ese shr ew d officials and m agist r ate s could ha ve hop ed for 
th eir wildest dre ams. . h ut 

T 1. h y wit o o comp 1cate m att er s there was t e paper man e c-
backing which the merchants and farmers were forc ed to .a _ 
cept in trade, while t axes, levies, tributes and payment for 1111 

ports had to be p aid in solid silver. p-
In the cities and towns alon g the Japane se railw ays the J a r 

. 1 k . . ly cleane ' anese sect10ns w ere i e mo st modern western c1t1es, on h. ese 
more pro sperous looking and without the slums. The .c 1~ ir 
sections, in spite of the newly macadamed main streets with t .e 

11 
freshly p ainted shop fronts, were in a process of deteriorati;s 
and decay that could almost be watched from day to day. 
the winter wore on and I made repeat visits I had become acd 

d . . h d d barre custome to seemg each tune a few mor e s uttere an d'ts 
doo~s and windows, and to be told of steady increases of ban 1 

lootmg the country off the railway lines. 
I considered what I had seen and heard in North China propehr, 

h . . re t e ?ro.vmces ~f Hopei ( old Chihli), Honan and Shansi. r _ 
foreigmzed business sections with the blue and white walls car 1 
· h 0.11 mg t e messages of Sun Yat Sen in contrast to the thousands up 
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h . h had remained totally d . o-centers w ic 
thous and s of fa rm er t ra mb ' b Everywhere I went 

l h h d always een. h unch anged fr om w 1at t ey a ' . dded cotton clot es 
. d · H y creatures m pa . h were soldiers, em aciate , sic'- . ·t t any moment ffilg t 

d . f t ension as i a and sneakers, an an arr O . l 
come som e k ind of cata strophic eras 1·. d limp bodies without 

d · l e shops tir e ' d On th e str eets an m t 1 . d rumors without en , 
. . h 1 Ston es an d 1 b the ener gy , as 1f wit out 1ope. h d west, of eat 1 Y 

f . . · ·th east sout an b pro-rom mt en or points , nor , . ' f ·ntriau es etween 
f · d disease, o 1 b d t rved-whol esale fr om anun e an . ueeze an alrea Y s a 

. . 1 " 1 d " . th e1· r effort s to sq vmc1a w ar or s 1n . 
1 . . f ·ty· in spite out peop e. Id se a spmt o um · h 

Yet un dern eath it all I cou fsenl North against the Sout £' 
I 1 t ·ed o u e · tl tenets o of the deep, un spo ~en 1a 1 f · I belief m 1e 

Id se a anat1ca f h overn-amon g th e youth I cou sen f m and uni Y t e g d 
d · to re or le an Sun Yat Sen, a burn ing esire f the welfare of the peop bl me 

m ent , to m ake it a tool solely£ ~r foreianer who was to a 
1 . t r enng b a bitte rness a o-ain st t 1e !11 e . d 

b • bles h · et restrame for so much of th eir trou · e I missed t e qui h (In 
· d l the Yangtz f }eNort · In Shan ghai an a ong f tl1e Chin ese o : 1 • the city 

poise and delib erat e mann ers_ o ,oved at a rapid rhate, ervaded 
I ·ythm er n d 'd 1 t at P S 1angh ai, of cour se, ever h b e idea an 1 ea l uth the 

d d t e on ill t 1e yo , Was found ed on gree an ) There were st h . er for their 
the atmo sph ere w as: m oney 1· tood as one fig tmbdern west-

£ h w 10 s n er mo d stud ent s, p lent y o t em, l class th e you b d who ha 
. l anot 1er ' , , ers an I 
ideals. Bu t there was a so ' h for eigners mann Ith as quick Y 
ernized Chin ese, who ~ped t e to accumul a~e w~a d lost its illu
fallen for jazz, who se ideal w~bsl a class which a ledere o-ained 

Poss1 e, d h know b b as possible by any mean s d hich use t e 
sions in sm all political jobs an w Chinese much the 
to feath er its nest. f d th e type of Iler than those 

I oun h ·. sma h · In the Y angtz e ports . Shang ai. ·f Shang ai, 
kmer up sh1 ty. d 

same as th e mix ture ma b lkativ e, tensli W all spaces a -
north of th e riv er , nervous, h~:e painted wa . s. made cigarettes 
however , h ad no blue a~d wC1

1
1.nese and foreign-

't ve 1 trace verti sed hi ghly competi 1 l ty but no 
. d,, ap en and the latest cinemas. d "war lor s 

In the North I had foun 
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of bandits or communist s. Shanghai was full of both and along 
both sides of the Yangtze they were gathered in bands extending 
from one end to the other. 

Then my thoughts ran to the cities I had recently covered on 
this trip through the South. Everywhere the feeling against the 
foreigner ran high and displ ayed it self openly, in the newspapers 
and by word-of-mouth prop aganda. And a few li behind .the 
cities on the coast bandits and communists controlled huge slices 
of the country back to the border of Thibet. 

As I pieced the se thought s together I began to find they fitted, 
each in its place, like the parts of a cross-word puzzle, and sud
denly I realized that mo st of China's troubl es ( other than ~he 
bare facts of land, an autom atic static state of over-populati~n 
beyond human control and the foreigner) began and ended 1Il 
latitudes. 

In all of Manchuria I had heard only one dialect spoken: the 
Shantung Province talk. Nowhere were the pure, musical open 
sounds of the Mandarin of the Manchus spoken. The title, :Man£ 
churia, was a misnomer. In the uprisings following the fall 0d 
the dynasty the Manchu colonies in the different provinces had 
been completely destroyed and the few families who escape 
slaughter were widely separated in flight and scattered to c~e 
four winds. Almost the entire Chinese population of :Manchuria 
was made up of those tall, sturdy Shantung coolies and farmers 
who were respon sible for the huge soya bean and kaoliang crops 
0.n which Japan was growing stout. With fifty thousand Rus
sians controlling Harbin's Newtown and the Chinese Easte:n 
Railw_ay, with the 250,000 Japanese owning ,a network of r~t 
way Imes, vast coal mines and the only shipping port, and wit. 
the You:1? Marshal and his gang of squeeze-artists running Chd 
nese politics, Manchuria might far more truly have been calle ' 
"N M ' o ans Land". 

Beginning with Peiping (God save the word) and work~g 
south what I h d . f e 1n d" ' . a seen was a gradual degenerat10n o typ 

irecht drathio to the change of latitude. By the time Shanghai wads 
reac e t Ch · h · 

h . h e . mese ad lost inches in height his voice was raise 
to a 1g er pitch h" b d h" . ' · k.e! ' is o Y was t mner, his movements quic 
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h. f d b came much more highly 
and his gestures jerky. Even is 00 e he had dwindled to a 
seasoned with far less body. In Canton d h ky phleg-

. . 1 d f compare to a us ' shrivelled high y strung war as f th al-
' h h d h. speech came rom a mou 

matic giant oft e Nort , an is d 1 ubstituted for 
most closed, with diphthongs an gutte.ra spys as a rat. 

1 . fi l b" nd he was as 1um vowe s, his food was s 1- its a ld h ver be a leavening 
h s·tes cou t ere e 11 Out of t ese extreme oppo i . d eace-:> After a , at . 1 mty an p . 

that would produce a nationa u like all religions, founded ?n 
bottom were not all governmentsd ;> U der different names 
the same ideals and rules of co~ tt. t:e village community 
did not all governments pyrami ro1:11 to the central national 

h h . the state capita k tot e county towns ip to d . ers) and one man, wea 
. d . h binet ( or a vis t governmg bo y, wit a ea bl" form of governmen , 

or strong, at the top? Could ~ repu. ilcan the ideas or ideals be-
. . . · · r d1ctatona , or h chaos a socialistic, commumsuc o d rder out of sue a 

h b · peace an o ind any one of them, nng 
of extremes? 
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a last loo!?. at Manchuria before the knoclwut-trag edy in 
H arbin- a Ru ssian artist stra11decl in Mul u!C'n-D(llren . n · has a 
surjJrisingly pr osjJerous air-the sac! tale of the America 
P d · th A · · · · 1 · to a summer ro zgy- e mencan mm,ster zs on ms way f 
resort for one reason and th e Young Marshal is there or 

another 

CH RISTMAS IN SHANGHAI BROUGHT 

dinner parties and on its heels New Year followed with eggno~ 
receptions. Then foreign life settled dow n to its accustomle 

· ·1 1 fi h · · te of ne routme unt1 t 1e rst part of February w en, m spi . 
face that the Nan king Government had adopted the foreilgn 

ce ecalendar, most of the Chinese shops cl osed their d oors to 

brate the old calend ar New Ye ar and bal ance their books. 
1· r to Toward the end of the month I again took a Japanese ine I 

Dairen, my third and final visit to Manchuria. Since my ast 
· h h h' name, tnp t e company ad been reorganized under a C mese h 

Now a Chinese agent sat across the desk facing the Sour 
Manchurian foreign adviser. 

The first evening I went to the Mukden Club. It was almost 
empty. 

"Where is everybody?" I asked Felix. . l 
"C · h f c1a ompa~1es ave been cutting staff and a lot o spe 

representatives have beat it, too. Chevrolet has closed its oflice, 
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d the airplane salesmen 
so has the Swedish Match Comp any, lanb' t like it was when 

h S The c u s no 
have oone back to t e tates. bl' d drinking has been 

b All 1 t gam mg an , 
you were here b efore. t 1a N b dy knows who s go-

. b d way o o cut out. Things are m a a ' ,: 

ing to be the one kicked out next. . h d Next day when 
1 Manchuria ar · I The de pres sion had struc {. ld that it was not on Y 

1 k t I cou see ' . I went the rounds of t 1e mar e f om the depression 
" l . ,, h newspapers say, r . t . sieoe t 1e repercus sion , as t e . d f the long wm er b 

in th e \ '<I est . It was also the tail-e~ :oney, sealing the door; 
of tax squeeze and worthless feng ~ uio_ asing the hordes 0 

l ce-1d1ly mere 11 pay-of one shop aft er anot 1er, 5 ' , l dino- br and, a we 
TI Pany s ea b 1 d been beggars :ind bandits. 1e corn ·'od of years 1a d 

I over a pen l d d oppe in g medium oracle whose sa es l t overnio-ht 1a . r d 
b . b unt a mos o I w-gra es uilt up to an enormous arno ' d b the cheapest 0 

to a back number, to be replace y h' 
. l C mese costi n g almost nothing. F l·x and I caug 1t a f e 

f M !·den e 1' sed o on From the suburbs o u'". . d'ng center cornpo l d 
. T a ·am ua J ren enc ose tram to San Ch eng ze, a b 1 . It was not e, ed 

r t mn. . · cel)r carv road of shops and a pony ea old that mcnca ·11 re-
. 1 . 11 d 1 wn was so f shops st1 W1t 1111 wa s, an t 1e to l s in front o 'T'} pring 

. . d on po e d 1 1e s symbolic shop signs erecte f ear an tear. ud. 
d f ears o W f aooey m mained after hundre s o y · ' !{nee-deep, so t, 0 day to 

l . d I ad was d he next t 1aw h ad set m an t 1e ro , . Kirin an t h more 
h 1 cram to 1 d s ops, At noon we cau g t t 1e . more c ose 

eh 1 the sarne. 
angchun. Everyw 1ere . the north 

beggars. . H arbin. Here, coo,i: dollar was 
\'<I e took the \Y/ agons-Lits_ to . toll. The Harb hs before. 

h hno- its d. d rnont t e spectre poverty was ta'" 0 b rn had 1e h ery out-
d f ·e oo c e v 

own. All hope of a utur he country, ond Chinese were 
Bandits were scattered all over t h Russians an -u bin was 

. · d bot b 1 e 1 J.ar skirts of the city, and msi e 1e was ro {. · 
. . . Every o1 £ 

gomg in for kidnappmg. he home o 
d .f . d tea at t . 

r1 ting. l ft we ha 1 d known l.1l 
b f e we e I 1a t On the afternoon e or t whorn . a pleas an 

h ountan , h use 1n d 
t e company's factory. ace d ·ust taken a ~ e their gar eo 
Afukden. He and his wife ha hJ e they could 1av 
suburb of Russian Newtown w er 
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and where 1t was con venient to t e sc 100 01 t 1c1r . . h I I f .. I . two children. 
· J Sh hai office a A few m onth s later whe n I was 111 t 1e ang ' , 'f 

l l tants wie cable came with th e startling news t 1at t 1e accoun . h 
I · , · talong t e had been killed by kidn appe rs. S 1c was m a ta xi d' h-

h h. h d . front br an is two childr en to school. T ree C _mese rus e m II d out 
ing automatics. One of the bandits opened the door, pu e d 
the older, a gir l, and started off . The mot 1er Jum p . I . ed out an 

rush ed after him. He turn ed and shot her down. d I ss 
. . cl. . h back gr oun e Two Ch111ese police were stan mg rn t e ' ve 

. II d ade no mo . than one hundred yar ds away , saw 1t a an m . d gave 
At a distanc e two Ru ssian inspe ctors heard the shot an 
chase, but too late. 

* ,, 
* :.:-

. n Russian On my return to Mukden an acquamtance, a you g me 
Id 1.1 to see so clerk in the office, told m e that he wou 1 -:e me corn-

paintings by a friend. We took rick sh as to the J apante they 
munity of rows of tiny woode n and paper houses, sue as red 

. . h d . a tatte have m Japan. The artist gree ted us at t e oor m . of 
L d . t a pair shirt and patched trousers, with bare feet tuc te . m O d awn, 

old carpet slippers. His sensitive face was thm ~n~en:d-UP 
His little boy, who was also there, had the same ttgh 

look. . f ily, 
The artist's wife was out. She was supportmg the /:nds 

the clerk explained, on her earnings as gove rness for J1 fter 
only slightly better off, while the artist kept house, looke a bad 
the child and worked away at his painting. For months they 
lived on nothing but bread and canned milk. tlY 

The artist showed me his paintings, a series of twelve p a~·te 
finished canvases picturing the family's flight with other. ~r:l'l, 
refugees across the wilds of Siberia, old men, women, chil w~ 
all in rags, straggling in long drawn-out file across the sno h 
covered, rocky mountains, hiding their trail by walking throu~

11 . · h · I tW 1o icy streams, m t e evenmg crouching around smal open 
fi . . fi d 1011g res, stewing m a community pot what they could n a b 
the w~y for sustenance, and at night sleeping close to ~ac . 
other m what clothes they had in order to keep from freezl!lg 
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b art of one of th ousands 
The artis t and his fa mily had een ~ p ince 1917 had fled 

of such small ba nd s of refugeesVtld a~, s tok into Manchuria 
d LI b"n and a ivos ' d" d across Siberia towar s 1 · ar 1 ' b h Reds. Many 1e , 

lauohte r Y t e 
or Chin a proper, to escape s · b Ho w this delicate, tempera-
starved or fr oze, along the way.I . f ·1y lived through those 

. and 11s arn1 d tt r mental hi ohly st run g artist · d It seeme an u e 
' b Id t unde rstan . terrific h ardships, I cou no 

impossibility. t to oet to Shanghai where 
He was alm ost cryin g hi~ h~a~~ ou_ tur:s and give support to 

he would ha ve a ch ance to sel is pie 

his wife and ~hild. . . in the latter part of Ap1:il I ~l~~ 
Before leavmg Manchuri a l foreion community, fi 

· 1 · shrun cen b • The rst covered N uchuang wit 1 its . and Dairen. 
1 · ning sect!On, b Dairen-tung in the J apa nese coa mi l ther places, ut 

d . d like t 1e o fli and apart -two seemed to be ne up d and new o ce th 
h Th ·eat area e , l I was ere t at was diffe ren t. e gr d struction w 1en f the 

h un er con d ues o ment buildin gs t at were d le bro a aven 
b l t d an t 1 . efore were now com p e e ' ' th prosperity . 
J d d shone w1 apanese cit y gl itter e an 

:f-

;c : f, * :f, d d wn the plat -
. o up an o t o .1 I was pacmb 'd . oht express On the first of Apn as ' . . for the m1 nib . with 

f · w :ut mg l twenties, orm of the Muk den station ·1 d in his ear Y d up and 
'f . . 1 . o tow 1ea . l ft steppe 1entsm , a sun n y younb l over lus e ' l middle, 

bl J- pate 1 d ross t 1e a pale blu e ri ght eye, ac -. was printe ac . I secretary 
handed me a card. His full nadme ·ner «confidentia 

d . h ban cor ' . " d 
an below in the ng t ' ent of China, . bi and wave 
of -, adv iser to the ?~vernm He orinn ed socia Y 

I looked at him enqmnn gly. b down be-
h. h ' name h is hand. . "il 's my fat er s B t my fat er 

«That's me," he said. 1at you know. u th at I could 
low. I 'm not rea lly his secreta ry,t it on there so d oain e:x:-
h d 'd a to pu et:. • als an b • O' t ought it was a goo 1 e h Chin ese owct now tr yinb 

llse it to get inter views wit b kin \Y/ashin~tohn allowance 
H e's ac f e wit an Perience while he 's away. t and le t m .. 

t . f l ernmen . pohttcs . o raise a loan or t 1e gov the big men in 
to travel around and meet 
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"I came up here to ta lk to th e Young Marsh al and see if 
I couldn't get him int erested in a proje ct m y fa ther has ~een 
workin g on for the nati on al part y . F ath er's v ery clever think
ing up pr ojects ." 

"Did you p ut it throu gh?" I aske d. II 
"W 11 I · · · h h · 1:...:r ' nice fe ow, e -n o. got an in t er view w it 1m. . 1e s a 

b f b . . h. f I Id , et him to ut unn y a out g1vm g 1m sel awa y . cou n t g . 
say anythin g . He kept chang in g the subj ect and aski ng me 
questions." Jf 

The train pulled in. I had reserved a compartment to myse d 
and wa s getting ready for bed whe n there was a knock .( 0 u 

the door slid ope n. I turned to see the conduc tor Sl~l 1r0 

apolo geti cally an d over his shoulder, the g rinnin g face O t 1e 
towhead ed boy . h"s 

b · " but t I "I am very sorry," said the condu ctor owing , If 
gentleman h av e no berth. Y ou h ave on ly one vacant. y 
gentleman can stop your compar tment, I th ank yo u ver 
1nuch." 

I said, "all ri ght." with 
H ard ly inside , th e to wh ead was off again. I went on 

my toilet. . "MY 
"You don't seem to know w ho I am," he started out. s 

. ' d. I wa name 1s famous all over the St ate s. I m _ the _boy pro igy. Yo u 
the one who gra duated from -- u111vers1ty at fifteen. 

b h . . h They ran mu st remem er avrng seen my name in t e p apers . 
columns about me." 

Too late to stop him. He continued. I 
"Still, with all my learnin g here I am a failure. H er ed 

. 1 tto 0 am gomg on twenty-two and I really don't know w 1a I~ 
with myself. Must seem funny to you- w ith all my kn~V: 
edge. My father wants me to Ie::irn all about Chinese polincs 
and follow in his steps. He's lived out here for a great man)' 

d . ern~ years an knows all about the inside of the Chmese gov l 
ment. But I'm not interested. I want a wider field. I'm on j 
making this trip because he wants me to but when he gets bac cl 
I' · ' ua m gou~g to try to find something suitable to my unus 
type of mtellect and talents. What would you advise?" 
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d h ce to wind up "Right now," I said . befor _e he h~ d ~. c an 
again, ''I'd st rongly advise going to e · 

He g rinn ed . . , I ·n o you up. I'll get 
f 11 · if I m ceepi a "Oh, I'm aw u y sorry, sir, . bl You must see 

I , eh a pro em. ' ready m yself r igh t :iw:iy. t s su h" · booh but I don t 
h f I k w everyt mg m '-' b · w at a problem I ace. · no TI , queer fix to e in , 

k k led oe 1ats a . now how to u se m y · now a · d br ain is just teeming 
isn't it? I'm extremely clever an my ke practical use of 

. , 1 how to m a With ideas, bu t I don t mow 

them. . . ;i I'm uoin u the re now. 
1 . Pe1pmu. a a . 

"Do you know many peop e in M b t of th em are RuSS1an. 
I have the m ost in teres tin g frien ds. ~s and have the most 

. I evenin gs , r . 
\'Ve used to ge t together i_n t 1e 1 "l ophy, sociology, po it~cs. 
exciting int elle ctual discuss1ons-p 11 os . all night talking 
D . would sit up R ssian eep subjects. Somet imes we . l . p was a young u :1 d f litt e 0 1ou 11 1 li ce an drinkin g tea. One o our b he's very inte ectua ' 
lady a few years older th an me, but s ts \'f e're not exactly 

11 s aro-umen · f id to me, and we h:id some mar ve ou ' b d tandin u , I'm a ra 
h an un ers ' 0 £ future. engaged, you know, but ave ' d I must think o my h too 

marry, really . I'm too yo un g a~ l d Pekin lobby . Muc 
Sh h · Hote e e runs the lingerie s op ID . ff the 

good for such a job." . . he would mind turn_10g r~blems 
I interru pted to ask him if to discuss lus P 
. . I t be better 

switch, adding that it mig 1 f . the 
. · be 01e 111 the light of day. . I early morn1.0g 

I T . · 10 t 1e 
dropped off at 1entsin }ling 

. was trave Prodigy awoke. ffi . t to see that it ninu to 
T . . su c1en F m mor b wo days in Tientsm was u churi a. ro "th woe-

th d h as 1vian . Jews wi e same do w nwar pat d Americ an . u half-
. h 1 dr esse I bb chew1nb n1g t a gang of too-neat Y Bouse o Y h · :finger 

b · h Astor ·no- t eir egone faces loun o-ed m t e u and pan ° 
b k t chanoe 

smoked cigars, rattling poc ·e . ...,.,a0 ager, 
·1 t Swiss ... , £ na1 s. 1 d the stou out O a 
"•=1 h b" d :>" I as ce f 11 make-up " w 10 are t ose ir s · lifted in u 

'fhey look as if they had been th, They 
l-Iollywood uangster movie." down in the mou 

t'Ah .~ h "d ttthey are very , yes, e sa1 , 
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are broke and are waitin g fo r money to get them home. They 
are fur buyers. The fur m arke t was bad last year-but now
tche-tche-tche! No w not even is there a market for their dog 
and eat skins." 

I went to Peipin g ( damn that new n ame) . I almost hated to 
go. I had loved it so much in th e old days and having su~
ferred already the bitter disappointment of returning to see it 
transformed into an empty shell, a touri sts' show place, I :e
belled at the thou ght of finding it going throu gh this dry1I1g 
u~ pr~cess th at I had felt on my last trip to Manchuri a and 
Tientsm. 

A_s soon as I had pu shed through the doors of Hote~ de 
Pekm, however, my mind was switched to other dir ecuons. 
My ~oung friend, the towhe aded prodi gy, and his int ellec~ual 
RuSSian girl friend had decided that since marriage was im
possible on account of the interferenc~ with his career and also 
since life ~t~elf was impossible without m arr iage, they ~?u lt 
form a smcide pact in the best of the old Czarist tradition · 
So :hey had engaged a room on the top floor of the hotel an.d 
dunn? the middle of the night took poison. In a sudden panic 
the girl screamed. The number one floor boy, unable to open 
the door, raised an alarm. A doctor appeared in time to :foe up 
the young lady with an emetic, and the next day she was. on 
her feet again. To clean out the badly frightened prod igY, 
however, he made use of a stomach pump, and for sever al d~ys 
the ~oy was unable to move. He left Peiping a sadder and wiser 
prodigy-and a quieter one. 

On the train back to Tient sin I shared a compartment with 
theAm · · · h we encan mmister, Nelson T. Johnson or rather toget er 
share.d .it with a young French girl whom I had met in Mukden• 

Mm1ster J h 'd h · to p . . 0 nson sa1 e was off for a short v acation 
h eita~o but expected to see the Young Marshal who was there, 

e un erstood, holding conferences with some of the Northern 
group who we ·11 l . h I k d h' . re sti wonmg for a split with the Sout · l 
~s . e .1mk if he had heard anything about the young Marsha 

emg sic · He replied «N " 
I d d ' o. ~on ere :v,rhat was really m his mind. For the young 

t 
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Marshal had been ord ered to Peitaih o by his docto rs fo r t reat
ment and fresh air . H e had been removed from Mukden as 
near dead as a chron ic dope after a prolonged opium spree could 
be and still live. Th at was his only reason for being t here. 
Th e North ern ers were in touch with him in Mukde n when I wa s 

there, befor e he wa s hauled away . 
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in N anking where Easl 1neels \'(1 esl and where daily hn11dreds 
of jJilgrims come to vi sit lhe sh rine of a 1Jiarty r- niid- s1t111,m_er 
sees silver and bu sine ss drojJ to a n ew low, f oreign comJJante~ 
cut slaff and a f eve r of !? .. idllapjJin g a11d whoojJce str ille S~ang/tt 
-only a few foreigners but many Chi11ese in Shan ghat ~It~ ~e 
much money and are wealth y and th e for eigne r is f ast givmg 
ground--whil e Shanghai j1lays th e Nau/ ting govermne11t bttr115 

midnight oil. 

B Er o RE 1 w AS ABLE TO SETTLE 

down in Shang hai I was calle d to N anking, the capital. The 
old Chinese city of the waterfront remained un touc hed br 
progr ess.' b~t beyond on the plain below the hills with Pur:/ 
Mountam ~n the distance, the gov crnmen t had m ade . an d
c:llent begmning of a beautiful capital. The local foreign :he 
Viser motored me throu gh broad avenues decorated along 
"d · h ace-si es Wit a style of architecture I had not seen befor e, gr 

fully sweeping curves of the native glazed tile roof, hal f p~o
truding ~olumns and skeleton framework adapted to fore'.gn 
c_onstr_uction. Official buildin gs had all the color and flowing 
Imes mnately Chinese combined with the modern improvek 
ments for health and comfort belonging to the West. It struc 
m\ as symbolic of the transformation Chiang K'ai Shek waf 
at ottom really fighting, against almost overwhelming odds 0 
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misund erst anding, squeeze and suspicion, to effect throughout 

the country. h f d ran 
p b ·1d· lono- stretc o roa ' 

ast the government ui 1?gs_ a O wall of the original 
throu gh the gateway of the d1gni£ed old · d . open 

. B d we entere mto an 
capital of a long ago dynasty. e_y_on fallina hills, freshly 
park laid out on the slopes of nsmg and O • laying out 
1 d fl Wor kmen were P an ted w ith bushes an owers. h At the top we 

pathwa ys and erecting car ved stone benc es. 

stopped and I cau oht my breath. l If mile was a 
. ? d f t least one- 1cl Stretclun g straight ahea or a_ hed at intervals 

b d · · hite stone arc roa avenue of pure, virgin w . carved with en-
. l ·e white stone , h Wit 1 tall p 'ai lo us of the same pur . ·spective to t e 

. . . a down in per 
twmm g dragons, and narrowmo . . l e risina up, up, 
b f tl · on oma ston , o h 

Ottom of a stairwa y, also o 1is O •1 arkled and s one, 
ld ·oof t1 es sp, f I up to a temple, whose go en 1 . . 1 breast o ne 

I. . 1 · 1penal purp e . d nest mg against the m1g 1ty, l1l . l . a fittmg an 
Y Sen memona . . h life mountain ... the Sun at ho throug a 

h d oood man w ' r to Won y tribute to a great an o h d died a marty 
f l l l d fou" t an 1 d for 0 1ardships and ill-healt1 , 1a O I by the peop e an 

the cause of a oovernment of the peop e, 
the people. b h d . their best freshlyd 

T . . f eh· ese clot e JO . ftly an 
. wo unhurried Imes o 111 h ther tre ading so le 
1r d ·11 ed eac O f the temp · one si <.en garments pass and rom f 

d h' hway, to . from a ar se ately on the white stone ig k he pilarunage 
E . d. ds ma ·et o Very day m the )'ea r hun re . h 

d d n lus pore 
to o obeisance. h I e could stan . oh .,..,as the 

0 I ·11 f w ere 1 1· n1a t, "' n a 11 not ar away, a moon 1t O Western 
and look across to the tem ple on_ 0 K'ai Shek, a 

1 Cluano 
newly built house of Gener a uming. wly built 
style brick house, plain and un;s: surface r~se a n; also con

F anher down the hill on a . ab a swimming P0
1°1 Chinese 

st d · d near - Y ' b t who Y d a mm for track meets, an manner, u ofinu an 
structed in the modern \V/ estern · its arching, ro 0 

h ear-in h -t e old Chinese of yestery ' . ·or sout 
1 . s . the inten 

co orful tilin g and decoration · where 1n f 1 drives to 
G some cess u eneral Chiano- was away, . far unsuc 

f b f his so-
0 the Yangtze, on one 0 
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squ as t e com mu n ist m ove men t e 1:1 h h · h I d starte d as a stra tegic 
st roke and which had smc e kept on grow in g. 

* 
. Sh I . d beginnin g For the rest of the year I w :1s m an g 1:1 1, an I 

· J ·ockin u t 1e th at summer, in sp ite of the depr ession t 1:1t w as t .::, ,, 

r est of th e wo rl d Ch inese an d fore igners bot we nt h "w hoopee 
, f h b. h t or was a m ad. Perh aps it st art ed w ith ta u, t e 1g ea , 

natu ra l depression reac ti on . W ho kn ows ? . h d 
II d I tim es a Th e exch ange which back in so-ea e no r m a .. d 

, Id d h' h t one pen o hun g aro und $2. 00 Mex . to $ 1 go , an w 1c :1 . 
(spoke n of in awe as if it had been p :1rt of a dre am) dunndg 

· up an 1925 and 1926 had been on a p ar, was n ow runnin g f 
down between 4.50 and 5. The comp an y receive or I . d ders rom 

d Id . men w 10 Lond on to cut th e st aff to th e bone, an o tim ers, 
had spent alJ their busin ess li fe in C ma, many Id ere h' who were 
m arried and rai sin g child ren and still by no m eans O • ' w he 

· doin g t let out and sent home. Other big comp arnes wer e 

same. And the import business was shot to pieces. . larger 
Yet the hai alai and the dog race s wer e dr aw rng In 

crowds than ever. A fever of building cabaret s start~d. 
. h rnm g an Frenchto wn, on Avenu e Edouard VII, wit out wa le 

enormous cab aret decorated in the most modern Fr ench /ty ce 
opened with a bang-o ne hu ndred beautiful R ussian an la 
partn ers-only th e best drinks served- every night a gad 
night---noise malu rs and balloons- every body hapjJy-~n n 

h h . h f . b . ss sect10 S ang a, turned out en masse. In t e or e1gn . usme Soft 
a more intimate club, Th e Parisien, opened its doors.' . d 
lights and hot music. Crowds, foreigners and forei g~IZ°,,, 
Chinese, stampeded. On Bubbling Well another cabaret t rely 
wide its doors, Th e Majest ic, the largest and most elaborat\ 
fitted of all, run by Chinese with Chinese dance partners 1 

. h . . d Chinese, smart evemng gowns , catering to t e fore1grnze k 
Farther out on A venue Joffre the old Russian cafe , T kachen o, 
moved its quarters to a remodelled stone mansion with a garden, 
installed a sunken dance floor with a concert stage at one end otl 
which the formal Russian ballet acts were given betweetl 
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d k beer hot tea, 0 l lawn ouests ran '. I Americ an fox t rots . n t 1e . 0 d 1brella awmngs. n 
high-b alls :1nd vodka under scnpe un ano up like weeds 

Iler ea barets spr ' o 11 der farth er out Frenc ht own sma . . 
0 

oetting we un 
f shower ill spnn o, 0 f open-in a cow past ure a cer a h tskirts dozens O d 
'd · } On t e ou f · an way onl y :1fter m1 m g 1t. f ll bl t dr awing oreign 

·1· an u as ' air _Chin ese danc,e pav , ,ons r . olf 
Chm ese guests alik e. or two mdoor wee; 

Th e win ter of 193 0 and 19 3 l one l summer saw t em 
. b ·n o No w n e · ht by sus-courses h ad com e mto ei o· }iohted at mg ld 

. d stl)' cour ses o l one cou multipl y by th e ozen , co . I 'lions w 1ere · d 
· b lbs wit 1 pavi ·11 oowne pend ed colore d electri c u ' h I slender s1 <.en ° 

. . d watc t 1e h · putters. sit und er t he awnin gs :1n ·dl wield t eir 
eh . d b d b debs awkwar y b ildinos crave way inese e s an su - Id sty office u . o o . out 

· I t o mu movmg In th e fo reign sett emen . ch· ese banks were and 
·es m . s laroer to strictl y m odern structm · many crme 0 

. new ones of th eir old qu art ers mto troent 
1 h f . uipm ent. ous apar comp et e wi t ore 1gn eq . · for enorm 1. sharp 

F l gomg in . ht rnes, rench town w as a so d ·n style--str aig 
buildin gs in th e purest mo er . A venue 
angles, flat und ecor ated surfa _ces. tlleir bit transformhrn~ty with 

. doin g f t e c1 , The Ru ssians, too, were . to other parts O • dow display 
Joffre even pushin ° their way ml d cubistic wrn 

, o. d meta s an . 
shop fronts in pl astics an h North Side, 

designs . d up , one on 'dtden liohts, and S . opene . h h1 e o h . everal new cmem as dern wit .1 Shang ai 
. · tly mo ' d f si ver. . strictly Chinese yet stnc d ban s O • picturing 

f rey an l foreign, h Walls paneled in tones o g five of t 1em through t e 
I d ·nem as, d eak-easy now 1a twenty-one ci an sp ' 

A. . . · nthouse ed 
meric a's love -lif e m pe d . ·nu house open 

jazzed-up eyes of Hollywoo n. English adv;r::r t~ try it out 0~ 

A.nd then came radio. A panY decid rt of a wee 
b . . 'fhe corn h best pa h four a roadcastmg station. I pent t e d by t e 
h d s I ·mporte 'th a a igh-grade cigarette an t stoc (S 1 ted me wi d 

selecting records from the vahs company prkelsenprograms, a.n 
1 Then t e · wee Y mix-eading music houses. our tn- d to a rare 

heck up I listene srnall receiving set to c i1 eleven 
from. six in the evening unt 
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tu re of C hinese fa lsett o sin g ing and America n jnz. Fo r some 
ti m e I h ad k nown th at a half -doze n Ch in ese stat ions were shoot
. d . · b t I never m g p ro gram s of legends, son gs an string m usic, u 
r ealized what th ey w er e u p to on t 1e s1 e un t1 , u p I "d ·1 on en-
qui ry, I d iscove red th at, althoug h th e N ank in g G ovc rnm~ nt 
had supposedly allotted wave lengths so there wo uld be no m; 
terfe rence the Ch inese stations were pooled toget her to hove/ 
least two ~f th eir stat ions edging in so close ly on both sides O a 
for eign pro gr am th at t hey ma de it a bed lam . 

I decided to t ake a look thro ugh t e C 110ese s 10p h I . I s t o see 
· · · ts On wh at k ind of busine ss th ey w ere dom g on re ce1vm g se · . 

N an k in g R oad and North Szech uen, bu sy m ar ts tr ading ID 
n ati ve an d J apan ese imit at ions of forei g n wares, I fo und doze ns 

1 . h J ·vin g sets , of shops stack ed to th e roof , not nn y w. t tie recei . II 
but also with pho nograph s an d gr am ap hones, po r tables especia Y· 
Mo st of th ese sho ps h ad one or two Jou spea cers an d 1 d two or 

f . I en door , th r.ee ph on ograp hs st uck on the counter acm g t 1e op . 
all go in g w ide, hi gh and h an dso me, :i ch op- suey of Chin ese smg-
song and A m erica n j azz. h 

H owe ver , Sh angha i life for the foreig ner was n ot all scot~ 
1 
• 

Russian girls and jazz, nor was it all m a rhiang , sing-song g;/; 
and jazz for the Chinese. Outdoor sports had always playe bi 
big part in the life of th e Shanghailand er and the cit y proba } 
had more clu bs per fo reign capita than any communit y 0d 
simil ar size anyw h ere in th e wo r ld. N atur ally, t h e d ice box aln 
h b . . b d wea t 1er t e ars wer e a great ind oor attra ctio n ut, season an 

permittin g, either actively or as a rooter, almost every foreir~' 
Went in for ou tdoor sp orts of som e kin d : baseba ll , basket . a a' 

t ennis, go lf , Ame ric an foot ba!I, Ru g by, soccer, cr ick et , yachtID.:,, 
swimmin g, polo, p aper hunt , law n bow ls and w h at n ot. '!-.ven 
the Chin ese foreig ni zed stu den t s (th ere were six u n iversiti~s) 
in _shorts, could be seen on the wide avenues of the . fo r:!~ 
resid ential sect ion pr actising the M arathon or th e t w 1stmg I 
. k" I · th 
Jer mg ong-d,st ance walking. A nd several times a man d 
dropped into the Y.M.C.A. to watch the tall Nav y Wives a~ 
American school teachers figh t out basket ball games with t e 

·-
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I . o-irls' SC 00 S, 
f om the C 1mese b d Ch' ese stocky , scrambling teams r f both foreigner an 10 • h 

big sporti ng event , however, or , bio- event s a year wit_ 
I )' r:ice t\\ o o 1 d the pan -was gambling on t 1e pan ' I .' l ery one p aye ' 

smaller ones week !), at all of w u c 1 e, 

I d thetic side, ama-mu tu e s. . ltural an aes d a 
Foreign Sh:i.ngha i :ilso had its clu b n active art club an 

. I b 1en 's c u s, a h wever , was t eur dr am atic c u , won M f the cultu re, 0 · d l e 
I . . l l tra ost o 1 velle a on ' sp end id mun1c 1pa ore 1es '.' h few w 10 tr a . d 

d · · vate by t e · t111°s an isoh ted :i.nd cultivate in pn . he·r porcelains, pat~ 0 So it 
stud yi ng :rnd worki ng.' collectml g tl . :ure and satisfaction . £ the 
b · ·sona P ea · asur es o ron zes fo r their own per d" ·ded their t re, bb" of 

. who 1v1 l · ho 1es Was, too, with t he Clunese . d practising t 1e_ir I es be-
. d I I nd enJoye f th eir 10m min am ong t 1emse ves :i d quiet o sunny 
f l . l · l e peace an d t s Every er a tsm :ins 1ip w it 1m t 1 • d a-uarde ga e · , Chinese 

hind h igh walls with locked ~n r "ue of the cornpai y sty spots 
Week-end th:it sum mer a close_ c ,q t -of -the -way _eau Every 

· ·c·es into ou d !·etchin g. art ist s stole away on p :u i l ot ino- an s'" 1. l· and one, 
. 1 . . a- sn:1 ps 1 o k Eng is 1, ld 
in the cou n try, exp 01 in~, d . . d and spo e h d every o 

. . f. en s re,1 ·ons a h one of these six or m ore 11 . for a-enerati . ' cenes t at 
h d d art ist s o d Chinese s . W ose fa m ily ha d pro uc e · . d painte ter drawmg 

Cl . 1 . fi er tip s an f ·on pos 1inese leoen d at 11s n g ut a ore10 . on his own 
b ld t urn o h f re1a-ner . d Were ma sterpieces , yet cou Tl met t e O d d rema1ne 

equ al to t hat of a Ch am bers . d 1d?carded the ba ' a~e like th is, 
d an is ' l · ese we · ss ground, accepte d t he goo ' n o-er C 1m f ·orn busme 

f he you o way r d 1tnfo reign ized . Many o t e for eigner, for a no th eir kin · 
seldom seen or k now n by th 1 ·dden amo ~ utti ng staff, 
h d were 11 an1es c l · a-t ey kept t o them selves an . ·e and comp f erry-ma uno 

,~, hay-w n rt o m port w ith t he ex ch ang e gone f, l . sudden spu from to sup 
wh h · o t 115 orne · o Was p:iyin g t e p nc _e l1 he money c . l t life? . . 
and bu ild in g ? \\/ her e did ~ ft -m oving n1gk1 bit of d1gginlgd 
t l d · d this ast · too a . wou le ayt1me sports an estions it a viSitor I 

When I ask ed m yself these q_u At :first glan~ef:r eign poput a~ 
d · d J nswe rs. ·eater . arne an search 1n o to fin t , ea . h d a fa r gt . !"ties 1t c, . 1 d 

1 b 1 a-ha1 a ' 11 auo na I B ·rain e 1ave th ou ght th at S u n b ' l d"no-a n . Great n 
. 1 d Inc u I b ons t 1on th an it actu ally ,a · \Y/ stern natl 

less than 60,00 0. Am ong the · e 
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with 10,000, the Ru ssians comin g ne x t with 8,000,'1" the Ameri-
cans, followed by the French and oth er Europ ean nations, n -. um 

· hree bered slightly more th an a measly 3,50 0 , repre sentm g t 
hundred American firm s who se total bu sin ess amount ed to some
thing like 3. 5 % of the St ates' forei gn tr ade. In thi s ~u.ge, 
steadily gro wing seaport of more than thr ee and one-half m'.11'.on 
popul ation where once it to ok me five days of str::iight dn _vmg 
and three motor car licenses-International, French and Chmese 

k I . . I f . s a mere -to ma e a comp et e mspect1on, t 1e ore1gner wa f 
tadpole in an ocean. Although the Shan ghai avera ge c~st O f 
living was about one-fifth of what it w as in any other cit y 0d 
similar size in Europe or Am erica , almo st every for eigner stay~ 
in debt from one end of th e year to the other and, segre gated in 

a few connecting sm all sections, each stood out among his own 
and made a noise like a big frog in a tiny puddle. . 

But this explained only one side of the situation. Nosing 
around I discovered on the foreign side that the we::ilth of 
Shanghai was concentrated mostly in the hands of two realt~ 
comp_anies, a la~ge tru~t company and several insurance a.:d 
bankmg compames. This was the merry-go-round: over a pen 
of years, before the Chinese had caught on and up, the tW~ 
realty companies had accumulated many tract s of valuable Ian 
on which they had erected office and apartment buildings and 
terrace s of houses. Also out of forced bankruptcies th ey h ad 
gained large interests in cabarets, lunch rooms and tea shops and 
many other day-to-day and fly-by-night affairs. 

The trust company t did an enormous business closing out 
heavily mortgaged property and buying up outstanding uncol
lectible chits of the dance halls, nightclubs and various other 
businesses in which the chit system ran amuck. After the Casa
nova had been going strong for six months the promoters were 
trying desperately to sell their chits, amounting to Mex. $90,000, 
to the trust company for Mex. $60,000 and were being offered 

* Sine': the steady influx of Whit e Russians has never let up th e jJOpu/ation has Probably increased greatly. 

t Since the above was written thi s company was forc ed iiito b ;. It •ashi//g 
b f h A · an lr u J cy s11, ~hum er o ot er merzcan firms and ruining many Americans . . tk Stat es. 

e nmnb er one was jailed for embezzlem ent. ' some tn ,e 
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'd ne corporation added it 
Mex. $30 ,000 . Eventu ally, th e Cant r01l hestra and catered 

A · n f ema e ore ' to it s list , im po rt ed an merica 

to youn g China. , )' was only chicken 
h 1 f ·oner s mone Aft er all, th oug , t 1e orei.:, l h e the bio investors, 

feed. Chin ese controll ed th e real wea_t 'w l~r. gin the interior, 
h Chinese 1vm d prom oters and spend ers. '\ en a 

0
·strate war lor or 

ernor ma.:,1 ' ' d be he merc hant , land ow ner , gov l f .1 er at once he move 
th ief, could gath er a ufficient supp Y O shi ; ti e only spot in all 
f ff . to Shano a1, 1 . k"d amily and household e ect s 111 h .:, ff chance of being i -
the countr y where he ( except for t e O Th ere he bought land, 
napp ed) and hi s belongings were . sadfe .. ed his children in thhe 

. · ew an rais · d t e retired or st art ed bu sme s an . f communists an 
I 19 3 1 mcrease o . Shan o-wa ys of th e fo reigner. n drove them into D 

· · f · J- clean-ups · of any consequent 111cent1ve or qmc'" l dly an enterprise l . 
1 . f h d tl ere was 1ar d t tick t 1eir 1a1 aster t an ever, an 1 blers di no s h d 
] . d . . . h I restless gam f them a <m or size 111 wh1c t 1ese f tl at many o 
fi the act 1' d nd were ngers. Most significant w as d export tra ea l f 
I l d f import an . th loca or-earned the forei gn met 10 s O d liminatmg e 

. d " I . h firms abroa 'e re buying up c~rry111g on ,rect y wit I , but surely they we the new 
e1gn representative. Slow Y, to?, t erect and occupdy SI wly 
f . h . I fore1oners o h bun o oreign omes, forcmg t 1e . .:, him nearer t. e N anking 
apartment buildings, and pu shi~g I . in assistmg the. ex-
b d . their s 1a1e h foreio-ner, Ut surely th ey were 0111g • ) to push t e O the 
G h f China J nese over overnment ( and t e rest o d bulldog apa ' 
cept, of cour se, the wily French an d and all. h d their 
bund and back across the sea for ~oo e wealthy ones d a hoopee 

As always and ever ywhere, t 1es in building a~ ;tr ained 
troubles. Shanghai's sudden boom. g a Chinese fn~n upple
boosted kidnapping. In the late spn~ for the Sun. ayd s e for 
. A . dl d h eno-raving ·1· invite m 111 menca, who han e t e { Chinese da1 ies, . belong-
rnent of one of the leading loca h irs outside the ci~y; rowing 
Sunday to a country estate a few 01 t most of the da der the 
i I We spen there un n_g to t 1e newspaper owner. almost smo . bl 001 along 
leisurely around an artificial stre.arr:, f flowers 111 0 d care-
sw d f aneties o d Europe an eet scent of hundre s o v h States an 
the banks, all imported from t e 
fully tagged. 
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On our wa y back in th e t rain t he engr::iver m ade delicate 
apologi es, " I am ver y sor ry that m y frie nd t he owne r was not 
there to greet you. H e was u nable to come. A few days ago he 
was kidn apped dri v ing home fro m his office. Hi s fa mil y is nego
tiatin g and I hope he will be back ver y soon. I am very sorry, 
indeed. You w ill come again when he can be there." 

This was far fr om an isolated case. Since th e end of I930 
cases of kidn appin g had trip led or q uadrup led . D espite his 
armed guard, any Ch inese k now n to be wea lthy was com pelled 
to spend his days st ick ing close to his office :rnd lim it his eve
nin g pleasur es to din ners , 111,a chiang and concubines in his home. 

It was durin g thi s peri od th at H ollywoo d began to ru sh acr oss 
their fir st tal kies with pl ots laid in th e un der world , gan gst ers for 
heroes and k idn appi ngs and murd ers for themes. I wonder: ~ 
how much th ey h ad to do with th e abn ormal ri se of Shangh ais 
kidnapping. 

While Shanghai was in thi s m ad, m ad m ood of whoopee jazz 
General Chi ang K'ai Shek was painfully goi ng ab out his t~sk 
of reorganizin g the government, h ar moni zing the conflic~ing 
provinci al element s and att emptin g to w ipe out the commu111~ts. 
The front pages of the Shanghai Chin ese paper s were filled with 
news and transcripts of lon g, tedi ous m anifc stoes issued from 
day to day. General Chi ang assembl ed repre sentati ves from aII 
the provinces to hold a vote for presid ent and cabinet. Inter
minable discu ssions were held and th e pap ers reported f1ow:rY 

h · d " od speec es mterspers e with such phrases and by-words as pen 
of tutelage," "stage of transi tion," " rehabilitation" and "recon
struction." From time to time new s leak ed out that the old 
conservati:7es were at loggerhe ads with Chiang's liberal policies 
and occasionally rumor reported th at he found it necessary to 
put the most recalcitrant behind locked doors for a few days to 
str~ighten _out their thinking. Both new spapers and students 
voiced their t · h 1 · o-

. pro ests agamst t ese strong-arm methods C 1iano 
was usmg to organize his government-and the way he played 
up to the foreigner. 

General Chiang was in a mess. 

XL 
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. f"es ill in a Peiping hospi-
while th e Y oung Marshal of Manchurra 1 .l d t Mukden and 
t l · · . ly der(lJ e a . a a Japanese express tram 1s strange I. Provi11ces-m-
t' I. TI.· c No r!Jer11 r.Je Japanese ta/le charge of f Je J I C' 'd d r-th e Nan-
"d . " ,ze-st e wa cz ents of th e Mula /c,i "i11c1dc11t - a O p p 'S aud students 

h · d news a e, d ....ing govcrn lllcnt malu •s 110 mo ve an _ b tt is raged an 
denou11ce th e "S ung Dy 11asty "- a bi_tt~r 0)7fi uance makes a 
students march on N a11ll i11g- the mrms;e;; rts for Europe~ 
blunt statement a11d th e Y onng Marsha-d etl a foreigner is slip-
II I • • ft d (l '}l ') (: an,?..ow 1s 11i a bad way after a 00 

pillg back.wards. 

0 N INE-THE 
N SEPTEM BER d of a 

. . ·[ N ews to rea 
teenth I picked up the North Chm a D~r/ -the Young Mar 
startling event: the ni oht before in Mu1" ~ M. C. (Rockefe -
shal "'· · . . ? . b d · n the P. · h Japanese I vvas In Pc1pm o lym"' 1n e l ment-t e d 
e I b' 0 · tre at · rar r nstitute) Ho spital und er opium f the station ) 

express had b d . ·1 d at the entrance o . I law and taken . een e1 a1 e I d mart1a and d" 1 d dee are unme 1a tely the Jap anese 1a M 
co I a~ ntro of the city d the Young 

S · accuse I were 
h tatements issued by the Japanese lly took Pace Fe 

s al, f h t actua . · g -s soldiers but accounts o w a ·1 were missin ·d 
garbl d . ·fi t deta1 s d col me 1. e and confused and s1g111 can 'd t" occurre ' do 
1x I I "· c1 en 1· ht to I ' w 10 Was in Mukden when t 1e 10 uch too s ig 
ater th h f h ails was rn at t e derangement o t er 
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'_IlY real damage to either train or passe~gers, and that by d::J 
light th e n ext mornin g the Chi ne e po lice had d 1s:.ippeared 
squads of J apanese soldiers pa tro lled every str eet in the cit y- as 
if all had been care fuII y plan ned and re hearsed for ahead and put 
thro ugh without a h itch . . 

No direct repor ts came fr om th e Chi nese. O nly a few Chmer 
officials remained for long, and th ose who did aft erwards to~ 

position s wit h th e gove rnm ent of th e n ew sta te. Most of t e 
riff -r aff, m ade up of the retir ed "w ar- lor ds", ga mb lers an d ba~
dits and the Youn g Marshal's right-han d men cleared out 'd 
haste. Som e, w ith th e shr ewd inst inct of th e cri mi nal, t urne 
ove r their fine esta_tes to company foreigners, hoping th_ere~/'.e: 
save th em fro m bem g confiscate d and to return to reclaim 

d Engwhen the st orm had blown ove r. Yo ung Am ericans an h. h 
lish holding down lowly paid jobs rode to and fr om wor k / g. 
sty le like t ai/Jans, loll ing back in expensive, hi gh -powe red un 
ousm es. h t 

A f ew days later I was told an int erestin g it em of news t a 
was pa ssed alon g by th e gra pevine rout e fr om Peipin g. d _ 

The Japan~se num ber one general in Mukden gathere f ~~s 
geth er and shipp ed to th e Youn g Marsh al sever al carlo ads 0 

l ff Jiteness person a e ects. With th em we n t a note of flowe ry po u 

. h . h f 1 y oun o st atm g t at, smce t rou gh som e un oreseen event t 1e 1 
Marshal's stay might inadvertentl y be prolonged, the gen_er~t 
was tak in g th e liberty of sendin g a fe w belon gin gs th at mig d 
add to his comfort. The note closed with h eart y best w ishes an 
hop es for the Youn g Marsh al's speedy return to health. _ 

I asked a comp any direct or wh o was born and r aised in Man 
churia, "What do you think of this Mukden m ess?" 1 e 

"Th h h :>" 1 e Japs ave taken over Manchuria , h aven't t ey . asked. 

"Yes," I said. . If 
"W II h I · h · · tse · .e , w at e se 1s t ere to it? History's only repe atmg 1 the 

Amenc~, England and every country in Europe have done or 
same thmg dozens of times. It's only a question of whether d 
~ot the~ can get away with it. So far Japan seems to have puI1e 
it off without any trouble." 

- -- -- -

China types-old and new 

- TB 
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. . k d the Mukden And practic ally every foreigner I ·new p asse up f h 
f 1. . h g O C e "incident" with the same cynica l and ata 1st1c s ru 

shoulders. 

* * * * * 
I d "i nci-One of the mo st curiou s p art s of the who le Mu ( en h l 

d ent," to me, was the joint action taken by the Youn g Mharsl : t 
· f J f t chat t e a and the Nank in g Go ve rnm ent. In spite o t 1e ac . d' d 

move and the fin al fa ilure of the Old Marshal before he die 
was an attempt to make a swift onslau g ht on the South anh. co 

. . . . . f all C 111a, put him self on the throne m Pe1pm g as sovereig n o · . d 
M l 1 h d contmue and alth oug h after hi s d eat h the Young ar s 1a a d t 

·nd epe n en to run Manchuria, to all intents and purposes, as an I I N:i n-
. . h d . I t Of t 1e ' st ate, takmg goo d care to keep hi s an s strict Y ou l i-

. , . h t of the ,osp kmg Go ver nment s aff a1rs, yet as soo n as e was ou . Ily as 
tal after the M ukde n " incid ent" he took office aucor:iat ic~ the 
the provi sional head official repre sentin g General Chi:i~g in h a 
~ort~. The only logic al reasons t.hat see°:ed to explai~ofl~~ed 
s1tuat1on were, th at a goodly port10n of his ar1:1y had . ent 
h . . p . . . h I N I g Gover nm 1m mto e1pmg as protect10n, t at t 1e an ( m . d cake 
was afraid he mi ght take sides with the Northern clique l~naIIY, 
advantage of up set conditions to make another break, an ers 
probably th e only real reason, that, like a bunch of gangs~nst 
quarreling among themselves but quick to band ~ogether aJa~ his 
out siders , China stood as one against the foreigner-an 
time a foreigner had torn a limb from China's body. ],'nu 

Cables sizzled back and forth between Pei ping and Nan '"\1 
d h I . . spec1 an t e Young Marshal's personal airp ane ( contammg a Jn 

messenger-not himself) was kept busy exchanging notes. he 
the beginning the Young Marshal did send his generals u P t se 
railway line with large numbers of troops. But as the J apa ne 

0 
moved in they evacuated the walled towns near the border ~ 
quickly and with such little Joss of life that it was plainly evi
dent that both the Young Marshal and his soldiers were un
willing to stand up against the superior Japanese equipment, d 

The old Northern conservatives were furious. They accus~ 
Chiang K'ai Shek and the Young Marshal of betraying chet! 
country, of deliberately playing into the hands of the Japanese, 
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. 1 1 dated second-hand W ith tro ops ill fed, equipped wit 1 ong ~ut- h, d of sword 
fi . I . l Id Chine e met o s rearm s, som e tr:uned on y m t 1e o I f t They 
I d eh on ue ron . p ay, they nurch d their m en to sure ea l f what sup -

cl to t 1e ront , Were going to such extrem e as to se~ I donke ys, 
plies they could ge t h old of by Pek ing carts , muh~st,)' miles a 

. ty fi, e to t 1r even by wheelbarrow, covering t we n - . l ved dis-
d Id . chat t1e tar ' ay . It w:is from amon the e so iers ' . l 

d . h p · · g hosp1t:1 s. ease and wounded poured int o t e eipm · 
0
1 soldier 

G . . · d · d t send a smb e . en era l Chiang in N ankmg I no h ld not afford 
I ,._. 1 h . that e cou non 1. de br oadc:is t throu g 1 t e pre_~ l f the Yan otze. 

t JI · snossout10 b 0 ta ~e c 1ances on the commumst u pn I b h mtry were 
Th . f 11 o, er t e cot . e Chine se press :ind students rom a d 1 d in their 
rab 'd · h · · · f J Jap anese an ou . 1 1n t e1r denunc1at1on o t 1e . 11 ·cs soldiers co 
demand th:it th e 1 anking Gonrnment sl~i~ :i d 1Peipino small 
the front and put u p :J. real fight . In Slun g ai an l plast;red at 
s . . ere secret y , 
niping posters reviling: the Jap :mese w d · do'"' fronts. 
. h ~ d h an win " nig t on wall s telc oraph posts an s op ' l "Sun° Dy-
'T"'h ' b , nm ent as t 1e b l 
J. e sarca stic reference to the gover d rn from t 1e 

nasty" came to be a by -w ord . The titl e wSa, s r:"che minister 
r I · d T V oonb, e at1onship of the N ank in o lea ers . · · . ·ned young 
of fi b d d Amencan-tra1 

nance, a brilli:J.nt, co ol-hea e , d ced co \Y/estern 
rn . l . . . lso e uca s an 111 11s thirties had three sisters, a . 1es. One wa 
Sta d d ' . . . . th eir own nan . f H 11 ar s of culture and pol1t1c1,ms m 1 che wife O • 
the 'f ' . , . SI k Anot 1er ,r Sun I-I W1 e of General Ch1 :rng K ai 1e · TI third was lvirs. 
y · Kung, Soo ng's assistant in finance. f 1;rom th e "Sung Dyd 

at Sen. Mrs. Sun h owever stoo d aloo Boro din and curne d 
nasty." \'v'hen Gen~ral Chian g threw over d his purpose an 
against the communists after they had serv e his bitt er enemy. 
stare d h. 1 S 11 became f power SI e 1s mailed-fist rul e, l\ rs. u he thirst or h 

1e ex d h . . 'aht chat t 'deallt e h presse er opimon outnb l . to cast as1 · d 
ad tu d h' . . h d led 111n I . decease . rne 1m into a dictator , a . 1 · 1 by 1er 

Prine· l b d into 1in l day on 
h 1P es of good oovernment re from t 1at d 

Usb d b l 1· 1 woman, · ale an Sh an · A frail intell ect u a itt e , Jnternation hl 
e h d 1 ' . h h Mosco" h ut ess, f a (ept in close touch wit t e oainst t e r · t 

ough . d pen ao rnun1s h · h t Passionately with tongue an d for the corn 'ty 
rg ~handed methods of General Chiang aln hope for the uni 

cause · 1 the on Y 
, 1n which, she believed, ay 
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and h appiness of her count r y. \'v'ith all her heart, sou l and body 
she was carry ing on t he good fight fo r the cause death had 
forced her hu sband to drop. 

As th e days passed and st ill Gen eral Chi ang m ade not the 
sligh test gest ur e, t he stu den ts saw red , held m ass meetin gs of 
protes t . The imm ediate effect in Shan gha i wa s a str ict boyco:t 
on a11 J apanese merchandise. Th e nat ive newspaper s enthu si
astica1ly back ed it up, opening the way to one of th e best paying 
racket s Shan ghai had seen in m any a d ay . A lth ough the 1:1e:
chan ts were compelled to smi le and go thro ugh th e patno t~c 
moti ons of fa llin g in lin e, int ern ally th ey writ hed; th eir busi
ness was almost en t ire ly on a competit ive pr ice basis; and for 
m any kind s of m erc han dise, especialJy piece good s, Japanese 
br and s fitt ed this need. For the time being, how ever, most of 
th em hid away wh at th ey cou ld of t heir J apanese goods. I~ 
ord er to see tha t no ne of the merc han ts w ere br eak ing thro ug 
the boycott , t he stud ent s for med comm it tees to picket and 
inv estiga te shops. Th ereupon ga~gs of h oodlum s w ith badges, 
card s and club s visit ed shops, cond em ned as J apanese wha te~e; 
sto~ks th ey desired and cart ed them away, t agge d them wit 
Chme se lab els and sold th em back as nativ e goods. 

Gath ered fro m all over th e country, severa l th ousand stu dent s 
marched on N anking. W ith banner s and flags th ey m assed on th_e 
pl aza before the cap itol , dem andin g th at Genera l Ch ian g send his 
: 0 ldiers to th e fro nt to fight, that th ey also be taken on as a 
JU?ior corp s, equipp ed and sent to th e fr ont. G ener al Chi ang 
tried to per suade them to leave and offere d to p ay tr avellin g 
ex~enses bac k to th eir homes. But for severa l days th ey r~
mamed sleeping on th e ground. Lack of food and mob h ysteria 
le/ ~o a nu~ber of pitch ed battl es with t he police and th e Iosd 
\ hv~s. Fmally, starv ation and illn ess from exposur e force 
t em 111 despa ir to br eak ran ks and retre at. General Ch iang 
ga;e o~d:rs for free tr anspo r tation to their homes. 

n t eir pent-up indi gnation and wrath neith er the stud ents 
nor, apparently the h Id f the 
N th d fi ' newspapers, t e o conserv ati ves o 
th~ruttearnf tJ~Y r~dicha~s of th e extreme, far-away South, sa-W 

u ity O t eir demands. The only sensibl e, straight-
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forward admi sion of foct I hea rd or r ad com ing fro m a 
Chinese wa s t ha t em bo died in a public state men t by T . V. Soong 
after a short visit to Peipin o-. He aid simply, without money 
and with un trai ned, un a oned oldiers equ ippe d on ly with 
the most obsolet e wca pons it i ut terly rid iculous for Chin a 
to he_ven thin k of declaring war again t a nati on lik e J apan, with 
; ighly t rained army fa r greater in numb ers, geared to every 
orm of modern war fa re and backe d by un limit ed r esources. 

* 
\XThen later Lor d Ly t to n and h is digni.fied party came over to 

make tl · · 1 d « · ·d " d d t . 1c1r in vc t igati on of the Mu '" en inc1 ent :m e er-
ltune ·t · } · J i s cause and t he looic of it s af ter-eftects, t 1e ant i- apane se 
Poster · p · · 0 tl · · l s m e1pmg were scr:lped off t he day before 1eir arnva 
and a ·1· d . h d smi 111g Yo ung tfar shal w ith h is a viser met t em an 
pr?e nt ed hi s side of the ea c. H av ing lef t behind in hi s Mukd en t~ ace a sum in bu llion var iou ly report ed to ran ge fro m 2,000 ,
'\\r O to 4,000, 000 facls wh ich th e J apanese had t aken over, he 
u as i3lready u p to hi s 'old tr ick s. Short of r eady cash to keep 
0 p t 1e pay of h is p uppet sold iers he wa raising fun ds by legalizing 
e~: t tra ffic in opiu m and placin g th eron a good fa t t ax. _In the 
to the Part of J ~nu ar y, wh ile Lord ~ytton. and part y hstene~ 
lished J apanese 111 Mukd en , his English _advi_s~r and st aff estab _ 
111ent · th emselves in a hote l at Shan ghai wntm g up and docu 
after ing th e final appea l for th e Chinese. Not ma~y months 
or pe; ard s tl~e Youn g Mar sh al p lead the need of vac~tion abro_ad, 
for E h aps h is frie nd s in N anking felt he needed it , and sailed 
I\Tith uhope, where hi s r em ainin g fort un e was safely sto red away, 
aer0 t e avowe d w orth y int en tio n of m ak ing a close stud y of 

p anes and modern meth ods and instru ments of w ar fa re. 

* * * * * 
.A.rou d l I . 

to Ii ln t 1e fir st p art of D ecember I was off on anot 1er t.:1"1p 
.,,_. an <-ow T h l . . d ·1 plane serv ice, VVlth A. : e C 1mese were runnin g a a1 Y aero . 
0rde tneric an pilots betwee n Shanghai and H ank.ow, bu t. m 
alld r to .tnake st op s ~lon o- th e way I t ook a river boat , gomgd 

C0 tnin Th " V 11 as delug e g. at summer the Y angtze a ey w 
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by on e of the wo rst floods in its hi story . Crop s were dest royed 
and fami ne spr ead th rough th e land. Col. Lindber gh out cour
ing kindly flew over the devast:ite d areas to report the dama?e 
and America follo wed thro ugh by shipping out lar ge supp lies 
of wheat. 

The only signs of flood I fo und left in H:inkow were the high
water m arks lef t on wa lls. On th e gro und floor of the com
pany' s offices the w:iter ha d ri sen three feet and flo:ited th1e 
f · · bac c urrntur e. Snap shot s of the streets showed traffic movrng 
and forth in sampan s, cool ies liv in g on rafts . Most of the wheat 
shipped fr om the Stat es fo r fa mine relief, I was told, was 
seized up on arriv al by Chine se soldi ers . Wh at the y did not keep 
for th em selves th ey sold to merch :ints :it cxorb it :int prices . 5 

Althou gh communi sts' flags were waving from the banks 1 
mile s up th e riv er and outside of Sh:isi and Ic hang, in the hutungs 
of the Chin ese city the shopping district seem ed as lively _as 

I h f . . quiet ever. n t e ar west pro vmce of Szechue n thrngs were 
again. The general in Chungking cit y, h avi ng gained con
trol over the comp et in g general in th e city of Chengtu, was 
doing well throu gh opium smu gg ling. Information was al-waY: 
slightly vague about this tr affic in opium, but from the amo ull 
consumed (based on the frequency with which I casually ra!l 
into individual cases) it must have been of enormous pro por
tions-almost as common as gamblin g in nia chiang. Conditions 
along the Yangtze were worse than they had been for years~ 

. d b fl . . b ditS crop s rume y oods and provmces over-run w ith more an d 
and communists than ever before-and yet the students an 
pr~ss would have had this crippled, broken-down countr)', 
stripped bare of finances and food, declare war on Japan. 

XLI 
193£ : JANUARY 2s-MARCH 4 

the Ja_pallese bo111barcl111c11t of Sh lllghai's orth Side as seen f ~om 
an office Willd ow a11rl a11 a part 111e11t house roof - the 'l!J-)s teno1,.s 
Chinese 19th route ar!ll) - wh ys and whe ref ores of see-,n.ingly 

fu ti lr dcst ructio 11 a11d slaughter 

0 N Y:RIDA y MORNING, J ANU 

ary 29th 19 3 2 I . I . . b d ·o 111y Fr ench town flat whe n th , , was y mg 111 e . 1 . He 
e boy brou gh t in tea :ind th e North China Daily N ews. 

Was trcm bl' 
"V 1ng with excitement . . . "All night 

I ery bad , master " he s~1id in a shakm g voice. l ,. 
no sleep J ' b b b b Master 001{-see pa · apa nese big oun go om - om · ' 
Per what say " c, 

b So the t ro~b le had started . For several months th.ings ~a.cl 
een co · l Sh oha1 mumc1-

Pal l111ng to a h ead . O n the d:1y before t 1e an.:, ' " d 
Counc ·1 J d . « f emer(Yency an th f . 1 1a . decl ared the cit y 111 a state O c, d 

e ore1g d · , d orders to stan by 11 troo ps and volunteers ha recen e l dl ' . 
read y f . 1 oh the 1ea mes· 

at l l or immediate action . I r an t 1ro uc, . . the 
: 10 p 11 l d fi the Ch mese m 

C:hape· . · . · t 1e J apanese h ad opene re ~n , e south 
of th 1 ?1stric t on the North Side. Living m th e extrem o: cit y, I h ad slept thr ough it all. l Rickshas, 
l1loto . my Way to the office every thing looked as usu a d. he bu si-

t cars a d b d' l · way towa r s t l1ess s . ' n usses were we n mg t 1eir opping 
h ect1on. I d' · doorwa ys m 

t eir f , s 1opkeep ers were stan mg in . l ld wome n 
aces and ch est s w ith steaming r ags ; an d htt e 0 
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squatt ed on stools at their regular early morn in g occupa tion, 
scrubb ing pots de chambr e with relentle ss v igor ~rnd concen
tr ati on . 

My desk at the office sto od by :i lar ge doub le wi nd ow on :he 
fo ur th floor fac in g an u ninte rru pte d vi ew of th e North ~ide 
secti on roof s acro ss Soochow C reek . Wh en I en tere d , an exci ted 
gro up of m en stoo d staring out of t he w indow . I joi ned rhemf 
To the north- wes t , a mile or more away, I cou ld see clouds 0 

smok e slow ly r ising and di sappea r in g in to th e g rey sky ; occa
sion al t ongues of flam e shot up in th eir m idst . A lso to t he nor th 
wes t , bu t j ust acro ss the creek towere d the g re y stone post 
office, on th e roof of which sto od a g uard of Brit ish vo lu nte e~·s 
beh ind a barri cade of sand bags . Th e street below lead in g to t e 
b 'd Id ' who n ge was emp ty except fo r a sq uad of J apa nese so icr~ l 
stood g uard w ith bayonet ed r iil es, cu tt in g off all t raffic . Sligh t y 
to th e nort h -east was a p ar allel st reet also g uarded by J apa n~sc 
soldi ers, but lef t ope n to let t hro ugh civili::ms ; and a ste a .Y 
s~ream of Chine se, m en, w omen and chil d ren- wa lking, d 
nck sh as, p ushing w he elb arro ws, loaded dow n with p ersonal a:d 
hou seh old effec ts- po u red out from the no r th, we r e st opP 
f · · I ·I 111-or insp ection, th en p assed on over th e bridge th ro ug 1 t 1e 
ternation al Set tl em ent. 

Ex cept for t his slow-mo v ing cara van of ref ugees the streets 
·11 if1 or we re st i ; and save t he occasiona l sharp r eport of a r e 

splu t t er of a ma ch ine gun, the ci t y was death ly q ui et. 
Th en , ou t of th e silence came a metallic reverbe ra tin g b~ZZ, 

and a~ro ss th e sky flew six J ap an ese planes in V forrn at10I1h 
swooping arou n d in sp ira ls abov e th e settlemen t to t he nort 
and back · h · ' l y got agam , s owm g off th eir pr ett y tricks befo r e t 1e 
down to work. 

~h e plan es dis app eare d. T he n far to the no rt h t he Chio~ le 
sect IO~, called the Ch ap ei di st rict, sudd en ly cam e to li f e ,wit 1 

a st_ea Y cr ackl e of machine gun and ri fle fir e. Th e aeroplan hes 
ahgamd apbpear ed, one by on e behi nd each other fly in g low, str aig ltl 
a ea a ove t he fir· F h ' ma 
da k b · fl h mg. ro m t e bottom of each in turn a s h 
fr~m o Ject a~ ed throu gh the air , a cloud of smo ke bu rst for t 

amon g t e roof tops, follow ed by a dull thud. By no o.O 

--
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dozens of sect or in the Ch ape i di trict we re belching forth 
smoke :ind fhm es. N ew cam e t h ro ugh that the J apan se wer e 
bomb ing the Tanh Sta t ion (t rminu of the r ailway line to 
N ankin g) and the C ommerci :11 Pre - th hu 0 e, modern printing 
and en gra v in g plan t , edi to r ial and p ub li hing headq uarters of 
Chin ese home rn :1 nin s an d tr :in lat ion of fo reig n t ex t bo oks . 

On thi s fir st d:iy o f th e bom b:irdment uard of foreign troops 
and vo lunteer w it h t ank and mach ine gun wer placed at all 
stra teg ic outlet of the In ternati onal Settl ement and French 
town; a cu rfew h ou r w:is d cbred, and fr om th at n ight until th e 
conclu sion of ho ti litie an y one fo u nd on th e streets a~te r 
lO o'cl ock :it n ight ,v a ar re te d an d thro, vn in to jail unt il 7 

the nex t morni n g . Cabar ets and n ight clu bs in creased tra de 
enorn 1ously; coup le and lar ger partie consider d it a great ad
t ntur e to enter t h ese jo ints shor tl y before cu rfew hour , the n 
1ave t o spend th e n ioht. Others we n t out de lib eratel y to be 
arre sted for th e exc iteoment of a n ight in t he po lice sta t ion ~nd 
returnin g home par" d1·no- the ir evenino- dres s in th e m orning 
sunlight. , " o o 

Du _ring t h e day fr om m y wi nd ow I could see Ja panese p~anes 
\Vorhn d · f Chape1 · at · h" g away sys t em at ically at t he estruct10 n o ' ' .' 
nig t on t l f h r 1ld see the bn l-J· 1e roo of m y ap art m en t ouse cot . . 
ian t r ed I f d b h b . ·n o-bml dmos and 

hear tl gl ow o th e sky refl ec te y t e udrnl1 o th; Ch i-
1e t 1unde rin o of the b io- o-uns turne oose on 

~ese 19th R oute A; m y intrenc l1ed in the backgro un_?· All dayd, 
ay afte r d Ch · . I l · . n al effect s p oure o ay, in cse ref u oees wit 1 t 1eir pe1so 
Ver th b .d o . f O m y way to th e n ge to be h erd ed int o reh e camps . n . 
e office I d ·1· I dd l d too-eth er m ope n sp pass e g roup s of fo m 1 1es 1u e o 
aces or . d 
Th ag ains t th e wa lls of comp oun s. . h er 

on : o_ffice ra n out of coa l and tw o weeks p assed '; 1t ev yb-
e sit tin ' · ermi t w as o -

t ai d g ar ound shi ve r in o b efore a r atio n P th h 
ne fro h . . o . d d I' s put rou g . I d' d rn t e m u rnc1p al coun cil an e 1very w ~ l 

cro~ d vdery little work . T he w indow by m y desk was a wa ys 
e . 

J\;rh e J apane se were havin g a difficult time cl ean ing out sn ipe rs. 
lllo st all f l rrow str eet s 

and ll ° Ch ap ei was m ade u p of ex t rem e Y n a . 
a eys . . . d" t'on formmg a cutt m g mto each ot h er 111 every irec 1 ' 
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catacomb in which only th ose born and rai sed th ere could fin~ 
their way around; and the hou ses we re so cl ose to get her an d ~a 
so many hidden bac k entrance s th at it was po ssibl e for a sn~pt 
to go almo st the entire length and breadth of the di st rict wit -
out ever coming into the open or eve n touching the gro und. 

On Sunday, January 31 st, the third da y of che g ting , fi h · Gen-

eral Chiang K'ai Shek in N ankin g ga th ered to ge ther the gov
ernment archives and fled by pl ane to Lo ya ng (formerly kn ~wn 
as. Honanfu,. f ar back in the interior j~ st below the Ye a:~ 
River, where m 1914 I h ad caugh t the tram at the en d of a_p ) 
mule and cart trip acro ss the southern part of Shansi provrn~e 
and decl ared it the t empora ry capital. Prob ably h e was lu~ <Y, 
for ju st two day s later J apa nese ship s stationed on the nver 
outside of Nan king opened fire on the city. h 

ve t e On February 6th a da y's truce was d ecbred to remo . 
k 'll d d · ·1· Chinese 1 e an wounded and allow the remaini n g c1v1 1an h 
to move out of the fightin g zone. Soochow Creek an d ~ i 
Whangpoo River were full of sampans and ferries packed wit 
Chinese running away to safety. . . J 

On February 15th a Japane se transport landed 7,000 addition; 
soldiers, and beginning two days afterwards I could hear t e 
b . . ht one 1g guns pounding away steadily for t wo whole m g s, 11" 
ceaseless roar. Then the Japanese issued an ultimatum ea tnJ 
for complete surrender. It was rejected, and the J apan ese starte 

d ·fj fire, an a vance. The 19th Route Army held fast under tern c The 
On March 2nd the Japanese landed 8,000 more men. the 

next day they drove the Chinese out of their trenches. On l 
4th peace was declared. The fighting h ad lasted five wee cs 
and two days. 

* >'r * 
At ~ o'c!ock. in the evening on the day the fighting .e~de~ 

I .was listening m on a radio program I had put on advertising 
hi~h-grade cigarette, when the continuity was broken by ;i 
voice "J t · I otl 
h ' Thus a nunute, Pease, don't be alarmed at the noise Y 
h ~ahr. 1 e hC:hinese are · · ." The voice was interrupted by ;i 

1g screec mg w ·1 · Ch' Th . it 
ai in mese. e Chinese stations were 
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. . f . 1 to the roof to see if it again cut ting in on the ore 1gn. ran up 
I could di cover w h at was go ing on. . 

Th . h d omen many wearing e roo f wa s crowded wit men an w ' eh d 
li M f them were Fren an overcoa ts throw n o\"er n eg gee . 1 o t O Sh 

R · 1 · · t excitement. arp, ussian-t:il k in g :ind ge ticu :itmg m grea ' f the 
I 1. b · o- from all parts o crac ( mg rep ort s seemed to e pop pm t> . l 

foreign settlem ent . Sur ro und ed by a group of hystenkca "Eroml~nh, 
1. · · bro ·en ng is a 1ttle roo ster of :i French officer was stating ~n . h F. h 

I . otm o- t e renc t 1at no one need fe:u if the Chinese were n t> . 
C . ' . k d machm e gun s. onc ess1on wa s f ull y protecte d with tan s an d cl h 
I 1. . I . s lacke 1e s arp istened c:-irefully t o the noise; the exp osion h . h 
d I . d to me w at t e e ge of gun fi re. Then it sudden y occune t 

d cl d . o announcer mus en of th e unc ompl ete d sent ence of 1e r a .1 ' k cele-
h b l · o- off firecrac ers, ave een. The Chin ese were 1ootmb h 19 1 Route 
b . h d h wa) ' t e t 1 ratm g t e declara t ion of peace an t e ' 
Army had stood their ground . 

~- ~'- !} * 
\VI I d the fight? \'<lhat was 1at Was the prim ary cau se that e to . f om and 

hthis mysterious 19th R out e Ar m y, where ~id itfcoShm e rha1·;i Fi-
ow d ·d · · 0 ang · 1 it happen to be aro und the v1cm1ty. . ;i 

nally l d' 1 l o-to dnve 1t out. 'W 1y 1d the Japan ese ta '-e so ont> d the an-
I he ·cl I . d . y quarters, an . ar t 1ese qu esti ons aske m man al feeling. 

swers . d b · d by person 
Ll- Vane , more often th an n ot iase k' g around 
.1.1.owev . f . d . lred up knoc 1I1 
th er, ro111 w h at I ran mto an pie'" r f ound reasons. 

eOcountr y, I could see a per fectly logic al_ ids~ o. : three young 
n a n · h · h Chap ei 1stnc . J ' 1g t 111 Jul y in th e coug ' 1. n ending in 

apanes . ch· se po icema h 
the _c starte d a quarrel with a me and certainly t e 
P I.Policem an's death (so the story was told- throughout 

o icern h a tive press 
Ch· an Was killed). At onc e t e n . the Japanese 

ina w . b. . vect1ve on 
and .as 1n an uproar, h eapi ng 1tter 1? ast-masters at 
th calling for action. Chin ese journalists wer~1.P and a great 

e an of . . . I d bl ackma1 mg f h 
n1a Wntmg nasty editona s an N' -tenths o t e 

ny of tl · · } · way me d' n 1ein made their l1v111g t us ' · . · me 1ums, 
ewspap . l advertising d 

bu ers 111 the country we re use ess as . lly force to 
t the 1 . pracnca d 

ta}r argest foreio-n compames were 'h mio-ht lea to 
'"e adv . . b d ·es t at o enis111g to head off fake ston 
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boycotts. The se pap ers h ad no pre ss serv ice, stealing or fak ing 
their news it ems and pl ayi ng up to the yo un g stud ent s and shop
keeper s by att acks on govern ment policies and th e t r icky , grasp
ing method s of forei gners, both goo d fo r spl end id scareh_eads. 

With th e ne wspapers urg ing them on stud ent s rose up in an 
indignant m ass callin g on the N ank in g gove rnm en t to tate 
action. Then th e M ukden " inciden t" on Sep t ember 18th, sett J 
flame s rollin g hi gh. Bot h the C hin ese and J ap anese were worked 
up to a hi gh feve r pi tc h. T hat was when the stud en ts for ~~ 
committ .~es and w ith th e aid of th e pr ess started a n_at i~n~7 1 e~ 
boycott,·· and from on e end of the countr y to the oth er s P ll 
anti-Japane se poster s. My com pa n y w as fo rced to c:rncel_ a 

d . l · d iron outstan mg order s for J apa nese p aper and ga varnze 
sheeting. 

Th b . d I Chinese en a out ten days before the fightin g starte t 1e 
held a ma ss m eeting in th e n ati ve cit y . The nex t day J apanese 

I· were were attacked near a Chin ese to wel factor y and thr ee mon ... s · 
kiiled. Two day s late r fift y Japane se set fire to th e factodry, 
f II · · · h · · I mur er o owmg 1t up wit a m ass meeting prot estrn g agam st t 1e 
of the monks. 

While aII th~s wa s going on, however, the Nan kin g g~ve~~d 
ment became mvolved. One of the Chin ese new spapci s 
come out with an editorial in w hich the name of the J apanese 

k · · · · for more emperor wa s ta en m va in. After paym g no att ent10n 
than a month the Japanese suddenly saw fit to dem and an a~ologi 
through the Chinese government. Negoti ations as to the Jon~ 0 

apology and the wording were strung out until late in the aY 
of January 28th, when the government delivered the apologfl 

d f toO { wor or word as asked. But it was too late. The Japanese_ . 1 
advantage of the "state of emergency," called by the munictp~ 
council on account of the increasing high tension by sendtI1o 
out troops to request the Chinese to withdraw the' soldiers 5~h 
tio:1ed in Chapei, then gave out word that they had "met wit 
resistance," and that night at 11: 1 O the fight started. 

* Actually the eh · h l , . d ·11ce the 
"1:I k fi mese ac 1u j1t up a sj1asmod1c boyco tt on Jaj)(lnese goo s 5.' . 11, an ow asco" when th f ·t d . , . cessJO 
On account f J p , ey az e m fo e1r att empt to seize th e Japanese co11 {d out 
very long. 0 a an 5 exceedingly low Jnices, how ever, f ew merchants could ho 
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11 set off the spark that 
Such were the incidents that , externa yh, l out of causes and 

b 1 · d } scenes t e ay b blew up Chap ei. But e u n t1e Th . ·dents were used Y 
. . } d. ff . t e lOCl h . effects looked entire y 1 eren · d f a lono-time. C apei 

Japan to do a job she had itch ed to f ~h or o-hai. It was a hotbed 
had alwa ys been a thorn in th e flesh fo 1l atnlo previous uprisings 

. 11 . g o a 1e d of communi sm , th e we -spnn . l o-overnment, an was 
. f . d y ao-amst t 1e o h whole aga111st ore1 g:ner s an man ° h 10 re almost t e 

~ Furt ern , b ding also the prim e sour ce of boycotts. l f ll"no-to pieces, a ree d 
district w as mad e up of filthy hove Ss a 1 d~y for the peace anld 

. f d. e ome " , . u ground for eve ry kmd o iseas · . ood of Japan, it wo 
h 1 · d f . he economic g emperor ea th of the ci ty an or. t d. It to the Japanese d . 
h cl Hege insu d o 1t ave to be cleane d out- 1e a k dvantage an . 

hy not ta e a . Manchuria offered a goo d exc use- w l ;> Conditions 10 he 
now-th oro u ohly and complete Y · F ur months .before t f 

;:, . d l nswer. 0 l nquest o undoubt edly decide t 1e a h r compete co h' 
l d ·ted on e · o-at t 1s Shanghai fight Japan 1a star . t·n o and boycottlllo . lly 

M f h dent no 1 o pracuca 
anchuria. Most o t e stu ·ythino- else was I xcuses 

time wer e reall y due to th at; evler d pu:ely incidenta e 
f ly loca an orgotten, had become mere h cooked 

only. Chapei, Japan couldedtv:he chose 
Thus, in order to clean up . and undoubt Y. away 

. d ny time, ' attention up any reason she desire at a l d"d to draw 
h d. d l en s 1e 1 , d 

t e absurd one she 1 , W 1 h f good an 
from her acti vities in the nor_t d to stop boycot·th ~rr power in 

Japan h ad made up her min h le and estabbs ·ened again, 
11 s rat- o b questlO a , to clean out a dangerou ' Id never e ble to act-

sh 1 . . h t it wou f h os una ang 1a1 to the pomt t a . tate o c a ' . t most pro-
d . . ons in a s Sh aha1 a h d an -with the \~estern natl l · and ano h' h she a 

h 1 . Mane n1na ·d w ic s 
s e struck deliberate y in h aoal wwar f many year · 
Pitious moments to achieve t e . \tly waited, or 
Worked, and for ~hich she ha.d patiemiss, 
I tunitY to t Was too good an oppor ,,. 

,:. ,:- .ArmY had 
,:- ,:- 19th Route details 

f -ous . ·£.cant T h ow a,.. b t s1gn1 ear-he past history of t e n d mystery, u ade its apP 
about it a certain vagueness .an Canton and first m 
stood out. It was organized in 
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ance in the Yan g tz e Valley in 1926 as a p art of the ori g inal forces 
with which Chiang K'ai Shek an d Borodin had st art ed 0.ut. 
After Chian g 's coup this Cantonese r egiment wa s sti ll movmg 
about in the Yangtze Vall ey section supp osed ly to sta~~ out 
communi sm ."' The sit uation was a doubtful one, containi ~g ~ 
touch of iron y . For durin g th eir wa nd eri ng s the soldiers liv~ 
on the to w ns and citie s th ey v isited and t ook w h at t hey wa nt_e · 
Th h b d f mu n1sts ey were scarcel y more welc om e th an t c an s o corn 
they were supposed to be cha sin g . k' 

The fall of 19 31 found them in the sect ion between a N n ·mg 

and Shanghai to wa rd s the sou th. W ith the cold weather f°~: 
ing on, no pay for month s and badl y in n eed of foo d an d_ c otild 
ing, they were seized with a gr eat desire to return to their m t 
southern climate. Th ey were ho wever , in a quandary. To gl~d 

, I soi back they would ha ve h ad to cut th eir way throug 1 a t 
mass of bandits and communi sts a few mile s back from the coas 
all the way down. b k 

W~y did the soldiers esta~li sh them selve s in. th~ tr :n ~hes a;is 
of K1angwan on the outskirts of the Chape1 d1stnct. By l 
flight from the capital on the seco nd day of th e fight, Genera 
eh . . . . . r even 1ang d1Scla1med all mtention of decl ar m g a war, 0 . 

· was 1n puttmg up a show ?f defen s_e. The l~t~ Route Army long 
such desperate straits that 1t was wdlmg to take the t 
chance of making a surprise attack on th e for eign settleme .n ' 
loot the city-there was only a total of six thou san d forelign 

d k d t 1en troops-an ma e a quick geta wa y. Should it succee t 
the soldiers would become national heroes and fixed for the _res 
of their lives. Many foreigners believed th at General Chiang 
conceived and put up to them this brilliant piece of strategY· 
Why not? Success or failure, it would h av e meant one st: 
towards the goal of getting rid of the foreigner. Perh aps t 
Japanese were also aware of this. 

But why did the Japanese take so long? It was obvious chat 
the Japanese prolonged the. fighting for two excellent reasofJ 
They earnestly desired to give the Chinese a lesson they wou 

Nan .. kin!efn ~e;;/:::/:ts who Pu~ over the "Hankow fiasco" in 1926, the tootitig of 
o were ly ing back. of Chang sha in 1930 . 
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h t the day had arrived 
never forg et - to dri ve hom e to thefm} a . e resistance," even 

h d I f rms o pass1v t w en boyc otts an ot 1er o . A d qually importan 
armed force, must be shelved for all tune. dn 'e ·ned to destroy 

·e also ecerm1 . at the mom ent, the J apa nese wer l h.d outs of petty crun-
tl cl tho e 1 e- s h Ch apei so comp letely 1at 1e ra Id b 1 ft a shambles. uc 

· 1 · d . · sts wou e e mas, anarchists an communi 

· b k · declared a JO too tune. h Japanese never 
It w as interesting to note chat t e . t Chapei, and, too, 

. ,, a crams bl 
War on Chin a, onl y "military actiond b ted before the trou e 
h } J nese ha star ble t at the new barracks t 1e apa d as as impregna · 

look ed, when fini sh ed, lik e a fort an w, 
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. from the aftermath of th e Chap ei scrajJ and contra stmg 11e l/JS . ver 
int erior--rneet ing with surjJrises in th e city of temp ~es ~o1ll 
th e Easter holidays-yo1tng Amer ica teaches y oung Chm a Chi
to fly-th e days of th e Big and Littl e H eat and remarks on . h-

h t t ·, to 11e1g nese music--.;u;ith th e cool weath er come s or rips side 
boring cities-the wint er brings a cl ecision to return :01di1la 
-a final tour through the midd le-w est and no rth- you ,g. Shek 
speeds ujJ on Western lines wh ile Genera~ Ch iang J((itchina 
prepares for another drive against co1wmmusm-f areive 

T c:E-IAI'f:l 
HE BO MBA RDM E NT O ~ Jif e 

only served to inten sify the boom in building and night ber 
under way the year before. All spring and summer the nu:a!l' 
of well-to-do Chinese fleeing with their families from the ed 
gers of the interior increased greatly and real estate cha~ew 
hands faster than ever. Shanghai was in ~he same state a~locks 
York the last two years before the depre ssion. Every few boO 
in the Settlement and Frenchtown poster boards and bat1~hi' 
mat walls hid old shops being razed to make way for new craze 
nese banks and apartment and office buildings. And the w 
for the «modern" also spread like a prairie fire. With th.e n; r 
fast liners shooting through Suez it took only a short while ie 
Pari~ modes and European fashions to be displayed in allc~i~ 
foreign shops on Nanking Road and Avenue Joffre. The 
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. h Russians, and native confec-
nese shop s t ook their key from t e . . t rants tea rooms 
. . . . d fountains res au ' .. t1onenes with A merican so a . 1. ' . fronts of shining 

d w th (T ittenng d and chocob.ce hops appeare 1 . b lid trastin(T colors an 
1 . . . d e in so con b 

a loys and pb st1cs, mtenors on fortable furnishings. 
straight lines, wit h angular uncom on this craze for 

1 d.d uch to spur 
Th e Chin ese thems e ves 1 111. . orted a new idea or 

the "modern" . \'v'henever a foreigne_r impl were no patent 
l ·t since t 1ere l gadget chat seemed to 1ave men ' d sold it at a far ower 

laws, the Chin ese copied it at one~ a~ ms specializing in mod
price. Two fore ign interior decoratingbbl~ (T Well Road. On any 

· d' I n Bu ino d' ified ern furnitur e ha d their 1sp ays O 
O or three 1gn 

I · I ould spot tw 1 1eas-c ear aftern oon or evemng c l ·ndows grave Y n 
h · b fore t 1e WI h t on C inese craft smen squatting e . d notes. Fart er ou f 
· b d takmo- own ·d 'th £ ty unn ° with their chum s an ° "d by s1 e wi 

o their shops, s1 e d 1 modern one of the cross streets were . d rdize u tra-
. ·t in stan a b th for-or sixty ot hers, all displa ymg sui es. Th ey sold to O I 

0 F d d n prices. d tions a s rench style s at marke - ow . movie pro uc l 
· . Iii· Nauve f ) popu ar. e1gners and you ng China a '"e. b (or there ore 

} · deous ut . b fore seem Used these designs. They were 11 d life the year e d 
I t ma e . ·ons opene Jazz too set a new pace t 1a f reign radio stati "t all a 

conservati ve an d staid. Two new ° Chinese. To topl i d for 
d h w many d b n c ose an the Lord only knows O l S'de that ha ee f Lunar 

dog racin g course on the N ort1 ,.1 o-under the na~e O county 
I · 1 I te sprmo d American severa years opene d 111 t 1e a ld-fa shione . d" o-hot-dog 

Park, with ev. eryt hin g a good O ·tai·nment, mcluflllloole sitter 
f · f enter , · ao-p au· h ad to offer in th e way O d a champion b 

st d · booths an ' . . an s, one-baby-one-cigar l . Pract1-
1...... d I d Or eoon. a Cuna, d 
...... 

11Porte from Port an , 0 ul 0 £ youno d barets an 
J . . l very so an ea d azz was eat m g mto t 1e . d estaurants d been force 

cally all of the cafes combine r w either ha he hands 
d , ' . 1 9 3 1 by no 11 into t . ance hall s ridin o- in wit 1 1 and fa en by Chinese, 
• 0 hit system ver 1nto bankruptcy by the c or t aken ° . 1 Young 
f h mpanY . capita . b 0 t e bi o- American trust co · tly native . had a -

o re stnc . Chinese 
and the new investments we Shanghai . at his own 
Ch· h 1 Yes, f eigner 1na filled them nig t Y· · g the or 
s b d e beat1n or ed \"IQ" estern jazz an wer 
8aine. 
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It seemed as if human n ature in Chin a w as running to ex
tremes much the same as it was in A merica. 

Over the Easter holid ay s I slippe d away to Hangc how, centel 
of Buddh ism. On th e way do wn, a half day's jou rney, I share 
the suit case of a friendly Ch in ese as a seat in the n arro': P;5j 
sageway of th e first-cl ass comp artm ent car. Up on arnv: 
found that eve ry room in the t wo semi-for eig n hote ls had ee~ 
booked week s ahead. Fin ally by much qu est ioning I locate 
the best nati ve inn and from midni ght until seven in the mor~
ing, with my overco at folded up for a pill ow, b y wide awa ,e 
wrapped m a blanket on t wo wo oden boar s t 1at serv . d I ed as a 
b d l . . . h h 1 · · tition to e , 1stenmg from nec essity throug t e t 110 pme par h 
two Chin ese guests in the ne x t room jabb er away at each ot ~, 
and cocking a wear y eye at an old locust tr ee in the wee y 
garden below lit up by the moon. l he 

At the end of the followin g eve ning, however, I fe \ t 
hardships were well worth th e trip. Hangchow had always _ e~n 

ddh . in its famous for its temples but I had no ide a that Bu ism . 
pure form still existed, except in a small way, anywhere I.11 

China. Hangchow was a Buddhist Mecca. l 
h . l f t 1eJ11 In t e mormng I wandered through five temp es, two O t 

privately owned by wealthy Chine se. The afternoon I spen 
rambling over the grounds of the great Yin Ling temple. FroJil 

· trees. the entrance I followed a beaten path lined with gigantic 
At the left a thin mountain stream trickled throu gh a narr~: 
ravine separating the path from a row of hill s formed of so/ 
rock. At one place, carved out of the stone surface, was a at 
laughing Buddha from twelve to fifteen feet high. Every ~eW 
seconds I was accosted by hawkers selling sweetmeats, w alkmg 
sticks, joss sticks, rosaries and cheap porcelain gods. 

Standing in the main doorway of the temple I looked across 
a wo~n stone courtyard at the columns, in1ported from Oregoflf 
re~c~mg _aloft four stories high to support the sloping roof 0 

shmmg titles. Across the hills at the back the top of the stlfl 
sank below the horizon. A gong sounded. Immediately through 

.......... -
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the air floated the holl ow echoes of the dull monotonous 0dud off 
d b The three s1 es o a rum, bon-n-u g- bo11-11-11g- on-n-ng. . Th 

th . 1 .c.11 d · th Clunese. e e courty ard fro ntin g th e temp e n e w1 . . . 
I A k B ddhist priest m temp e doors cre::iked slow ly op n. stoc · Y u d 

·1 d h' eck appeare a s1 k gown, a go ld bordered shaw l aroun . is n ' . . d h' 
holding in hi s two h ands a bron ze bowl of water. Behm£ unll 

. . . . h a corps o sma minor pri ests fo llowed m sing le file, t en came d t that 
er. . d d ' bi ck and re coa s rag amuwn s wearing over -size , mgy a f h' h 

il 1 the top o w ic tra ed th e gro und an d c:1rrying lon g po es, to th · der 
b I. d · ons e remam Were attached di fferent kinds of S) m o tc e~1" . ' 

bi · f1 · d violin 0~111g ut cs or playing th e t wo-str mg e f the courtyard 
L1ke a snak e coilin g, from the outer edge O • rowing 

th · d d ·ound m a nar e prie st led hi s followers :1roun an at h · They 
· I d d tl ente r s nne. Ctrc e until th ey clo sely surroun e 1e c h l 'dden drum 

St d f t e 11 
oppe . Th e mi ght y, slow , even tones 0 . h h' left hand the 

ech d l I d J· W 1t 1s oe monotonou sly throu O 1 t1 e us "· b wl onto 
nu b . . b f his bronze O • m er one pne st dripped water rom 'th his nght 
the f . · · t th e stone Wl .1 d top o the shrine , rubbin g 1t agams th · cle unco1 e 
fo fi Th en e cir re nger until th e bowl was empty. l 
and disappe::ired in th e dept hs of the temp e. ·11 kept up and 

Th b h t drum sti I e on-n-ug-bon-J1-11g oft e grea . d , How were 
w . . . 1 denn o rum. . b as 111tngued. Where was thi s t rnn .., I arched m e-

such . h · eved. m, the h' powerful , resoundmg bon gs ac 1 d' t my eyes to 
ind the proce ssion As soon as I could a Jbus.. de slip through se . . d n° a 
n:11-darkne ss I saw the last of the sun- 0 ':n f " the drum was 

a s1d d · o noise rom f me e oar. I was alone. The roarmb b d In front o 
now ov . . 'b . h ·ouoh my o Y· ched the W er powerin g, v1 ratmg t r b d almost tou 
r afs a bronz e-painted Buddha whose heka d cautiously around, 
a ter f I . I loo e to one b s o t 1e four-stoned room, I walked over h 
Ut w ·11 I h drum. d t ere 'd as st1 unable to p ace t e doors-an f 

s1 e d b h entrance art o 
it an gazed up at the wall Y t e l dder the top p, . . 

Was! 0 . h d by a a rt 1tion, th · n a scaffolding reac e h wooden pa 
e d d f a roug . d' meter. 

A rum curved over the e ge O h ten feet in ia . t 
~n an · re t an anc1en ln f cient, weatherbeaten drum mo y skeleton, as h ps 

rant h · 1 scrawn per a a on a low stool sat a air ess, h dred years, h 
s the d t a un k d to t e tw rum-ageless-at least pas d a stool, na e 

o or h d . che on even t ree hundre -c1ou 

i 
I 
\ 

!, 
·, 

' 
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wa ist , sk in ny ri gh t arm swingin g back and fort h like a pen
dulum. As I stared the ancient stopp ed, scrambled down the 
~add e_r w ith an un canny agi lit y and, moppin g pro trudin g, sweatd 
m g n bs, shu ffled off into the darkne ss. For a few seconds I stOO 
spellbound with the queer feeling th at I had not actua lly seen
but h ad imagined-h im-o r it. A nd to t h is da y I speculate on 

his-or it s-pl ace in ethn ology . d 
W hen I cam e out of m y coma I foun d severa l we ll dres_se 

. h 1· h d JOSS 
y~un g Chm ese men and women had entered . T ey ig te ered 
stic ks and stuc k them in t he sand box before t he gold bcq u 
Buddha, th en stood for a minut e bow ing in obeisance. U pon 
leaving, each dropp ed a few sma ll silver co ins in a money r~
ceiver, shap ed like a beer keg and lacq uered in stripe s of r~/ 
gold and black . A dozen or more of these b rightl y colored gi de 

. . ot s an 
receivers were scat tered about th e roo m at st rate gic sp ' h 
when, after exp lor in g in to th e side cou rtyar ds, I ran in to t e 
k . h h · · d " I s were 1tc en w ere nchl y smellin g succ ulen t look111g is 1e l . , h" f I ows 
bemg concoct ed, I decid ed th at th ese stout Budd 1st e d 
of the South kn ew th eir bu siness. U pan inqu iry I learne c 
that every day in th e yea r hundr eds of Chin ese fr om every Pr 
of the countr y visit ed Y in Lin g t emple, each, accor din g to 15 

means, leavin g behind sm all silver coin s or copper s. . SI k 
An odd coincidenc e, it occurr ed to m e, th at Chi ang K 'ai 1e e 

should be a Chri sti an and th at when governm ent al affai rs be: a11h1 

I · b1r t -
too burdensome he was wont to return to H angcho w , 11s 
place, to commune with him self and God. 

A f f . d h . t oth er 
party o nen s w o were taking a two-d ay punt 0 

1 b k · h · oofl'l5 
temp es ac m the hills kindly turned over one of t elf r · 
to me and my second night in H angchow wa s spent in the se_rrii~ 
fo~eign hotel where I met a fine looking lot of young Ame_rica: 
aviators, betwe en fifteen and twenty who were conducting 
fl . h ' b)' ymg sc ool for the N anking government. A h alf-hour awaY 
motor they had a full-fledged training field equipped with hang ad 
school buildings and barracks and work was almost finishe . ' on a community of foreign homes. 

, .. J 
I 
I / . 

- ---- -
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. the doorway of 
T ak.ing the morning smi in l 

the Yin Ling ternP e 
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This fly in g sch ool was one of Ge nera l C h iang 's pet promotion s. 
H e was alr eady pl ann ing to ad d t o the air mai l system in effect 
bet wee n Sha nghai and H an kow by insta ll ing anot her. f~~m 
Shangh ai to T ient sin , an d was also v isualizing t he poss1bilit~ 
of ex tend ing the H ankow ser vice on w est to Sianfu in Shensi 
with th e id ea of t yin g up w it h a ser v ice strai gh t thr ough t~ 
Berlin. It w as m ore th an possible, too , that t he General ha 
his eye on Chin a' s mi lit ar y n eeds. h 

I aske d one of th e teach ers a str apping yo un g Te xan wh 0 

h . ' . . w at 
ad done a goo d deal of p1on eer111g wo rk m th e States, 

kind of stud ent s th e yo ung Chin ese m ade. k rs 
" Good- fo r st ra ight stu ff," h e said . " The y' re h ard wor \t 

and quic k at ge t t in g th e techn ical side dow n pa t. Bu t whenll d 
. . . 'f 1 're ea e come s to flym g out of th e or din ar y ro utm e, or i t 1ey . . _ 

f · k · 1. d dec1s1on on or a quic r eact 10n- yo u k n ow , a sp 1t- secon d ilots 
mo st of th em ar e n ot quit e th ere. Th ey m ake go od soun p 
but w hen it com es to fightin g- . 11d 

" Th orize a e J aps impr ess m e th e same w ay . T hey can m em ·nst aga1 
perform every m anoeuver per fe ctl y . But put a J ap up h he . . . · w ere 
an Am enc an--or British or any E urop ean-in a cri sis ·h. 0" ,.n 

~an ' t depend upon his little book of rul es and has to us: is 'fhe 
Judgm ent-and _the whit e w ill beat h im to i_t ev er y_ u~e. can't 
same way handlin g a fleet of ship s-the Onental sunp Y 
sn ap to it on his own lik e a w hit e." ,,y ellow 

Which to me has alw ays been th e fin al answe r to th e 
Peril". 

* 
d Littl e 

Shanghai sweltered throu gh the months of the Big an jj1gs 
Heat and foreigners and Chin ese took it easy. Sund ay modie"al 
I took strolls through Chine~e sections soakin g in the .~e shi01/ 
atmosphere--stands in front of shops piled high Wl~ he ill~ 
re~ apples, melons, giant persimmons, dwarf ban anas an 5 \e ared 
~vitable trays of pe anuts and black melon seeds; hawker JllS of 
m the shade · · h h. h . · t swar b11 
fl. on six-me - 1g stools fannmg pers1sten d d , 

1es off tr f 1· d 1.111 e · 
k ays o s ice fruits; other hawkers, surro h 51{10 

na ed and h If k d h.l 1· g t e a na e c 1 dren, industriously pee 111 
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f i:: 11:- 11 I sses with sbaved ice 
rom slices of sugar cane or Illilllg sma g a . . h wd 

. I ed to JOlll t e cro 
and stick y, color ed cordi als. At tunes f aus d b b' draw-
of men and women with their small chil~ren apn ha ies; socked 
· . . I . · Chinese unc wa mg 10 their bre ath and exc aurung as a the fortune 

. h . . f h Th there were 
W1t a stick for being res : . en d llin acrobats who 
tellers, itin erant juggl ers, magicians an stro le seemed sufli-

d . d f d wherever traw sprea th eir carp ets an per orme 
ciently bri sk to warr ant. . f d k I hunted down 

til a ter ar , d Aft ernoons, oft en from sunset un f II owing a ozen 
h ·d · I streets, 0 · awkers on the Chin ese resi enti a d f their haunting 
paces in the rear, ench ant ed by the. s?~n nooise makers. Al-
h . . · pnmiuve eh d'se 

c ants to the time of 111gemous, iii d b the mer an i 
though the instrum ents used were spec. e sh!ugh ai alone we:e 
carried, the sing-songs diifered , a_nd in individual rhythmic 
h . . h · th its own t ousands of varieties, eac wi f 

• 0 
swing and flow. Ii hed falsetto sing~g d 

T d h . hly po s ·g10ate 
o me the finished an ig h house culture on f lly 

h d ed ot- ccess u 
t e theatre was only a eprav ' d unitated so su . boy 
as a fungus growth in girl houses ~n painted youngsters r reed 
before ultra-sophisticated audiences. Y n adult males wethre oactor 
h rnpeutio rn e 

ouses that in order to meet co h :Manchu syste y close 
to adopt it on the st age. Uncle~ t bearber, who wa~ v-e(e melo
Was one stage in caste above t e hants and the ~parth and 
t~ the bottom. But the hawk~~ ~ways were oft 0~ :ature, I 
dies of the farm and country d ~f roan as a f ar fo}ksongs, and 
sky and the sun and moon an the old Irish £ oble sirn-
f . 1· 1·keness co . nd o n th ound m them a start 111g 1 d yearning a before ey 
With the same note of gaiety an · 0 £ all racels king at the 

Ii . h h music d 5 oo 
P city running throug t du d closed oor ' . 
began to spend their days b n of rnY Irish-
World through windows. . the comP~nr experience ~ad 

With the coming of fall, h i:.ide and. ~ari\he full mean1:! 
American friend, who chroug of realizing temper (P~ 
reached the highly civilized scat~ d and an evenped back a el: 

d . . ful rn10 ) J step b dea e 
an sat1sfact10n of a peace b ,with you , . to .near Y 
be with you, brother, peace d: Iook~see t!lP5 

centuries on one and two, y 
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citi es. A~th ough the t e11ipo grave h ad rem ained undi sturb ed by 
repercu ss10ns from the seethi ng m etropo lis, local m agis tr ates 
and wa rd-h eelers were we ll up in p olit ics. TI1e adverti sing of 
our product s w as not prohi bite d but app lications we re politely 
shelve d. Th e official in ch arge was aw are th at we we re aware 
th~t idl e sit es were p lent iful, but he was always ex tr eme ly sorry 
to mfor~ us th at ever y one was ren ted . The few spac es that did 
c~rry displ ays, we fo un d , had all been leased by a large nat ive 
cig~rett e com pa n y with h eadquarter s in Ca n ton , to war n citizens 
agamst the ch eap , t ain te d ciga rette s sold by the fore igner and 
t o exhort th em to " help n ati ve in du strie s-b u y on ly native 
goods made by n ati ve la bor" . No m en t ion wa s m ade of the 
m anufac t ur er 's ow n p ro duct s. 
. The arri va l of wi nt er p u t tho ught s of ret urni ng to th e States 
m my he ad. I h ad been aw ay slightl y m ore t han th ree years . A 
goodly porti on of th ose years I h ad been m oving around and 
found them int erest ing- someti mes ex citin g- but now th at was 
more or less fini shed. The sm all inst r um ent I h ad st art ed in Man
churi a h ad now grow n in to an enor m ous co-ord in at ed, smo oth
work~n g r:nachin e th at onl y neede d oilin ~ fro m time to ti me to 
k e~p it ship sh ape. Th at m eant set tl in g t o th e routine of Shang
h ai_ and th e id ea pa lled. Tl1e on ly feelin g I ha d ever h ad for 
Chm a was th e Chin a of th e C h inese and , t oo , the ne x t O ct?beJ 
would be th e r eg ul at ion fo ur- yea rs h om e-l eave t in1e. I decide 
definitely th at I wo uld leave the n fo r goo d and t ake m y last 
look at t~ e Orient on a leisur ely go in g ship around by Suez. ur 

The middl e of January, 1933, I left Shan gh ai fo r a fin al co_ 
through th e north, by boat to H an kow , up the r ailway lin e witdh 
stop ff p · · 1 · an -o s at e1pmg and T ien tsin then do w n to N an on g 
back. It last ed a month and a half. W h at I saw all alon g th e waY 
was a complete, spiritedless let-down a staleness and leth argY, 
both t' d f · ' h ave na 1v_e an oreign. Perh aps I was wrong. It m aY do 
been a pomt of view that h ad taken hold of me. But I . 
not think s I d . . series o. t seeme as 1£ eve ry on e h ad been gomg on a . 
of · · 111sts 

sprees,. mto xicated by eve nts, th e rising tide of commu h 
ahnd bandits, the attempt ed split of the North with th e Sout ' 
t e Manchur · · k l I f e2'cess ian JO e p ayed by J apan, ending in a pe a ~ 0 
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with the bom.b:udme nt of Ch apei, followed by a hangover of 
pur ely men t al and bod ily exha ustion and lassitude . 

On the w ay to P eipi no-I stoppe d o, er at Chengchow where 
l . b b th earth that even 

everyt 1mg was so mu ch of th e same rown as e f 
l b .1 · 1.en for lumps o 

t 1e eggars l yin o-in the tr eets wer e eas1 Y mistal\. I d · . t> , nd however, 
irt. Behind th e door of ou r agents compou ff'r d 

1 Cl · o-'s e orts towa 
came upo n result s of ome of Genera uanb . ·d I f ced 
\V h d me ms1 e a 

estern progress . \v' hen th e agent us ere h" f teen-year-
a d · 1 yard 1s our 
' neat , compa ct fo reign house an ~n ue ', skillfully buzzing 
old boy, dre ssed in Boy Scout unifo rm , " as 
a diablo ·d d 

Tl · · r the agent sai ' a~ 
1e people m Ch engchow were very poo ' h ld have seen 1t, 

th e bandi ts wer e o-ivin o a lot of tro uble. I s ou . ' down 
th 1 . b b h I b · uoht his troops 

oug 1, m 192 5 ,v hen th e Ol d Mars a ro O I es at least a 
f · M l S h Aerop an , . t om anch u ria to fioht with ue out · ·u and machine 
hu d . d 1 b . l 1 vy art1 ery th n t e t 1ousand soldiers, muc 1 1ea u camp. In e 
g~n s. An d t he su pp lies of food ! Th ey 5Jc pex:plosion. The 
m iddl e of the ni oh t there was a tremen °1usl 'outfit had fled 
sold· 0 • o th e w 10 e b h. d iers we nt into a pa nic. By mornin b . 'fhey left e 111 
and we re alread y acro ss the Yellow R1vedr. f cases and barrels 
sev 1 I d h ndr e s o 'fh e er a t 1ousand sacks of flour an u I ow a year. 
of all k ind s of foo d- enough to last Chengc 1 ,n had ev-er had 
first t· · l . . d 1 oent the to" 1me m 11st ory, exclaime t 1e at> ' 
enou gh to eat. days south of the 

T.J dl t wo ' h ners 
• .1. i e add ed , " the Sou therners were 5 1 d the Nort er 

city. .1 l d oht fire an ' a p 1 e of am muniti on 1a caub 
thou h 1 1 d " . Loyang g t t 1ey had been at tac ~e · k the tra 111 to _ 

Tl d I coo · f ter an 
1e secon d day the agen t an . one village a ins 

(formerl y H ona nfu) to the west , palssin~des of the mo~n~ated: 
oth f t 1e s1 B e 1ns1s 
'W er m ade u p .of caves du g ~ut O seer's quarters, fifteen li 
A.. e spent th e mg ht in the sta t 10n ma ed only ten or week, 

b blout two thou sand band its wer e can~dp' 1<T about once a 
e ow h . I b 't of ra1 H b • 

I t e cit y and h ad a 1a 1 • ld be cow1ng, 1 Chiang 
t ;as just about the time t hey :W~u f quart ers Gener~ wbard

h Was inter ested to see what kin ~ th e Japa!l;esi there it 
ad Used wh en he fled to Loyang durin g orarY capit a . 

ll1ent of Ch . d de i't the temP ape1 an ma 

' 
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was on the ma in street, not no t iceab le, a run-down m agistrate's 
yam en. Th at aft ernoon, ho wever, I saw a sight th at struck me 
as mo st signific ant. Far out past the shoppin g district the agent 
and local dealer led me to the templ e on th e old outer wall. In
side, instead of a Buddh a, on th e w all w ithin a fenc ed-off space 
hung a badly paint ed port ra it of Sun Y at Sen w ith flags dr aped 
abov e and his Principles carv ed on a stone t ablet below. As we 
stood there Chin ese, most of them yo un g, passed in and ou_t. 
Down below on t he stone ro ad doubl e lines going in both di
rections disapp eared throu gh th e gates of the inner wall. 

In Chentow only t wo of the thre e kindly gentlemen were 
there to carry on. Mr. Kun g h ad died a few months before of 
a high blood pre ssure that h ad troubl ed him all his life. I was 
more glad than ever that I had decided to return home-side. The 
best of my friends were getting old, many h ad retired and others 
had dropped out, and th ese new Chinese- . 

In Shan ghai White Russians w ere still dribbling in from Vla~i
vostok and from across the Siberi an border by way of Harb~
They enter ed pennil ess but with spirit unbroken. A highly cu -
tured Pole, one of the most liber al mind ed and widely read men 
I know, explained their attitude perfectly. One evening w~en 
I was dining with him he was late. He had been to tea, he apo o
gized, with a newly arrived Russian family whom he had know~ 
in th eir better days, and had become so engross ed in the tales 0 

their hard ships that he had for gotten the time. l 
"You know," he obser ved, "th e Russians are a funny peop e-

they are like children. This family is completely down and outd, 
. h Ii . an wit out a cent, with no idea of how they'll make a v1ng, f 

they've been going through hell for several years getting o_ut ~ 
Russia. And yet-they were laughing and joking about ithi~ 
was a gay party-you'd think they simply didn't kn°V:- ~il:e 
trouble was. All Russians are like that-they shed worries l 
a child; shrug their shoulders and say Nitchevo-tbere's a -

. . ' h t there ways tomorrow; somethmg will turn up. They swear t a . 
·11· · Id grve are m1 ions m Russia right now like themselves who wou 

their souls to get away." 
Starting from nothing the Shanghai Whites now had rwo a-

~ --- -
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cellent newspap r and their own schools. Until they were able 
to get a start, new arri vals were sustained by fr iends and fr o: 
the proc eeds of cha ri ty ba lls and concerts . Seldom a w:eek pas:~ 
when I was in the Shan ghai office that I was not besieged wi 
requests to t ake advert ising space on charity prog ram s. 

Th . . . Cl . their home because ese W hite R ussians were makin g 110a 
th l k d f ward to return-ey were forced to. Bu t one and all oo ·e or ·t1 «M 
. 'd ith fa 1 1 1 ost 
mg some day to the ir own countr y. Th ey sai w ' b' h 
of h ·11 ,,. h . t heart- ut t ey t e people today in Ru sia ar st1 ' ites a h d I · f iends- t ey are are not wh isper it to th ei.r clo e t re at1ons or r 
forced t f 11 · 1 · b · " o a 111 me-- ut wait - l · business E . d · about t1 e1r ven so, th ey were settl ing own, going ' . t home 
and · · I . . . . l . . thei r permanen r aismg t 1e1r fa m ilies as 1£ C 1ina were · ·n size 
-a d . · was arowing 1 n every day th e Shangha i commu ruty · 0 

and · f1 
in uenc e. l d since the 

"'7 That summ er, too th e old Ru ssian consulate, cads~ Not far 
w o ld W ' · ul move in . r ar, was renov at ed and a Soviet cons rrradi·ng Co., 
aw · d h Amt org 1 ' 

h ay lil an office buildin g on the bun t e_ d d star ted a 
t e s · , d ts oars an 
cut ov1et s foreign tr ade bur eau , ope~e 1 d robably, propa-

-throat campaign on oil and gasoline an ' P 
ganda. 

""" * "" .,. * ~ h' was I ~ .. h ., oung C ina 
~ contra st to the for eign element Shang ai sdyd ce halls th at 

as hv 1 · b ts an an 
h d e Y as a crick et. Th e fo reign ea ar~ h ·t f om foreigners 

a been dr iven against th e wa ll by unpa id c bi ,SI :v incr room on 
came t lif h d there Y e, 0 d 
the O e again by chargin g cas an h the Settlement an 
t- floors for the natives. And all throug h mselves alone. 
r"ren h s fort e · ,~ . he tow~ young Chin a opened new onle . anners and ruin 
wit n f . d .ft. n t 1e1r m h le-
th . 0 oreigners aroun to st1 e dl and by the w 0 

le1r fun they made whoop ee whol ehearte y 
sa e. k meet 

In J h Id a national t rac o 
th uly the N anking government e . Where before tW 
1h .athalso stirred the blood of young ~hinha. and spiked shoefs 
•q1g t h . . h ir s arts h ks o 
do ave been seen trottm g in t e h disgusted on d 
st wlln the middle of a crowd ed street to ~he native press playhe 

a ed . ps i e d up t e up h motorists, now were large grou · l it had playe 
t e track meet big-almost on the sea e 
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heroe s of th e 19th Ro ute A rmy in its stan d aga inst the Japa nese. 
Th e m eet wa s a h uge succe ss. Boy s an d gir ls r epre sent ed every 
province in th e co u ntr y . A n d th e Sh an gha i pap ers issued special 
edition s, runnin g phot ograp hers back and fo r t h in :1erop lanes. 

Up t o thi s tim e G en eral Chi ang K 'a i She k h ad sallied fo rth 
five time s w ith h is tr oops t o st:1mp ou t comm u nists. So far .h e 
had lost out each ti m e, pa rt of h is t roo ps desert ing :1nd go'.ng 
over to the oth er side. Seemin g ly und :1u n ted , he w :1s scr apin g 
to gether th e m oney an d eq u ipme n t to st ar t out again. 

A curiou s situati on- yet similar in so m an y ways to what 
was taking pl ace in th e r est o f the wor ld. 

:-:- :'r :} 

W h en new s spread th at I was ret urn ing to th e State s for good, 
my friend s and acqua in ta n ces-and som e w h o we re not-ap-
p h d . h b . I J d . . l·s · "W hat roac e me w it row s w nn < e 111to qu esti on m ar"- · 
. h ' I l . here aft er 111 t c- yo u re cr azy t o go back- you '] 1ate 1t over t 
Shan gh ai-" 

Th at w as a m onth befor e I sailed. \ '<fithin th e last f ew days 
f h h d . b' . lon g-one a ter t e ot er took me asid e and w hispere 111 itt er, ld 

ing tone s : "G od, you'r e luc k y-I'd g ive any thin g in the wor 
to get out of thi s stinkin g h ole." e 

Th fi I . 11 becaus e r st r emar <:s m ade we re spoke n auto matic a y-
. f l . wn ac-re was so unu sual for any one to pic k up and leave o 115 0 I · 
cord. Th e second rem ark was m ade after th e ide a h ad sun<: J1l 

and imaginations had started to w ork . 0 f 
Most of the forei g ner s in Shan ghai- and in oth er part~ d 

China-had gone out as youn g men ver y you ng men. Th ey a ' 
. ' h . . J,ome, 
m a way, reached their i:naturity ther e. Sh:1nghai wa s t eu 'fheY 
They h ad lost touch with the Stat es, En gland or Europ e. had 
would have lik ed to r eturn t o their n ati ve land s, but th ey '.t 

"d f I bout 1 • no 1 ea o what th ey could do and feared even to thin < a · 
A f < ' ' ·f ven i!l 5 or me I had seen enou gh and heard enou gh. Li e e . Il 

far aw eh· f h Am erica - ay ma was ast becoming re o-ul at ed to t e f he 
tom- tom st 1 b b O o t accato pu se- eat, to the sp eeded-up temp ·r 
W e:tern world. I would go back to the source and take 1 

straight. 

EPILOGUE 

'V f K BACK upoN nrn VY HE N I LOO th t cook 
. d the changes a 

days when I first li\ ed in China , consi er d then smn up what 1 
place du rin g the ye:1rs I was b:1ck home an d 1934-1 am sad-

. l f 1930 an 
saw happ eni n g bet ween t1 e years 0 

dened. . aw the last of the dyf 
I firs t we nt out to :1 medieval em~ire: s,. place to the cry 0 

na sti es foll and w:1tched a republic n se in its 
libert y , equ alit y and fr :1tern ity. . l aos of disillusio~s, t?rn 

I return ed t o a n:1t ion writhin g tn a c_; ' er factions eliminating 
. , d d with warr1n.:, 

to p1eces b y lu t red an gree ' 1 ss of 
11 bl t contro , . the mora 

a sem anc e of gove rn men . 1, deeper into . . 1 stage 
I renu ined to see the countr y ~in" tits most critica 

l it was a 
cha os and despair then left w :en h o-es that 
since the collap se of the empire. he individual. c an.:, ed that 

N . d · er 0 u t t I discover . 
otmg dow n an sortin .:, 11 and 1934 fi d into its 

l . of 19 , d tte d 
occurred betw een t 1e ye~rs ll he others an l tion ma e 

I b d · l · h to a t 1 evo u . eac 1 ore a irect o ns 1p . ble natura s fio-hting 
1 . . . f inev1ta , d rocrres o _ 
ogic al pos1t10n as a par t o an . un ity an P O d decrenera 

· for ces. · 00 an ° up of t wo dir ectl y opposing f d' jntegratl 
dds o is d . a 

against th e ove rwhelmi ng O settle in 
· 1 · a was · (Yht t1on. . er C 11n d ne stra10 

f 1 e foreign d f llowe o b anY 
Before th e comin g o t 1 hat ha O uched Y h 

d lture t ' 11 unto d eac -state of civ ilization an cu l . y tot a Y hies an t S 
h . . f 11stor ' hose et rr< e o 

pat fr om th e begmnm g O ddhi s111, W d Lao 1 z · 1 
outside influenc e save th at of Bu f Confucius anhat her }.,fongoll 
· · 1 thos e O ent t srna 
in gs fitt ed in closely wit 1 f a-overnl11 ercome a ·th 
thoroughl y fix ed w as her system ol ad onlY to odv carrY on w1 

M nchu 1· · 1 an conque ro rs, and later a d th e capita . ,was 
section of the count ry aroun populat1°0 

th· f he -vast mgs as they were. o t 
More than eighty-fi ve per cent, 
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~ade up of sma ll leasing farmers, coolie labor ers and shopkeepe rs 
m the farm trading centers . A ctualJ y , it was the life of all the 
people s of th e world before the m achine mur dered h andicraf ts 
and ~hen m en wo r ked as individual s instead of slaving in the 
mass; It was a life close to n ature th at, in spite of extreme poverty 
and B.c. ~om forts, br ed a serenity and repo se, a sp iritu al and 
ment~I poise, a deep, uncon scious feeling of being a part of na
ture ~tsel_f, n_at ur e in the sense of th e cosmic, that expressed the 
creative mst mct, inn ate in ever y hum an being, throu gh the use 
of the hand s and developed the artistic sense as naturally as a 
baby develop s its faculti es. 

In the ~re asts of the Chin ese dwelt a spirit of timele ssness, a 
one?e ss :'1th n ature, the highes t pl ane of happiness man ca_n 
achieve, m rhythm with the unhurri ed, even flow of the cosmic 
order that is really the soul of man. 

_I know this is true-from all I saw and felt Jiving in their 
mid s~. I saw results in their architecture, p aintings, statu es and 
han~1c_ra_fts. I saw and felt it in my daily contacts, watching 
~nd JOi~mg the Chinese at work and play. Men plowing or h~e
mg their crops with the smell of the eart h in their nostrils. 
Women under shade trees in the courtyards of temples sewing 
an~ ~ending or spinning silk to the hum of twirling brass ba!ls 
twi~tmg together the strands. Cart drivers and carrying coolies 
restmg over a cup of tea and p assing a cheerful time of day under 
the mat shed of a road house. A craftsman seated on h is stool at 
the counter of a small shop putting th e finishing touches t~ a 
pew~er pot, hammering out a brass bowl, carving a baby's en~, 
tool~~g harness. Crowds of villagers and farmers with the ir 
f:mihes a~ a fair, dining al fresco , racing, playing checkers, swap
pmg pome~, mules, donkeys and cattle, gaping at jugglers an d 
acrobat~, listening to minstrels and, perhaps, to a legend ary 
drama m an outdoor theatre. A pleasant, white bearded mer
chant seat d · h" I 1 · f e m 1s c can y swept upper room rolling a pair 0 
lacquered w 1 · h · · h h · e . . a n-qts m 1s ng t and or smoking a water P1P ' 
enJoymg the faint aroma of a bowl of pears or peaches placed 
fn the upper table for that purpose. The musical ring of the 
anguage, the deep respect for age and learning and the arts, the 
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pleasantl y forma l manners. Such things I saw a.ad! Eelr,, 3J .Ife.w 
0_f the thousand and one details th at brou ght happiness to th e 
lives of the Chinese, from the lowest to the h ighest . !\.n th-e"Y 
Were all built on a backgrou nd of lif e in clie open and rea tin g 
with the hands. 

There is, of cou rse, anot her side to this medieval picture . Th e 
large majorit y of the farmers were pr actic ally serfs, ruled by 
Wealthy, squeez ing landlords, and they were up against the natu 
ral h andic aps of a drained-out soil and regular cycles of drought s 
and floods. From time immemorial such catastrophes ha d yearly 
turned so many starving labore rs and farmers into bandits. But 
after all, their troubl es differed little from those of the \\7 estern 
W~rld. The fa rmer in America has always been in the same sorry 
plight, his condition made worse by the rise of indust rialism. 
~d the number of bankruptc ies each year among American re
~ail stor es is appalling. Th e fa rm ers', laborers' and small shop-

eeper's condition and struooles at bottom have been much th e 
same the worl d over, t he o;l; difference being the slight one of 
degrees. 

. ~hen came the foreigner with the single purpos e in mind of t~mg as little as h e could and t aking away as much as he could. 
Ith him also entered via Japan the ideals of W estern democ-

rac . ' ' . h 
th Y. inter-r elated-so closely that the two were as one-- wit 

e ideas of industrialism and its resultant rush and demand for 
speed. (The Japanese were such a compact race that the y had 
slw9allowed and digest ed industrialism alm ost overnight and by 

33 h h T t . t e control of the cou n try was in the hands of t e mi 1-
arist e · . d · d · 1· t Wh Xpans1ornsts and a few large bankers an m ustna !s s 

f 0? by means of subsidi es and co-oper ative effort, were tak mg 
ore1gn k . . E la d' mar ets from th eir western te achers, even rum mg ng-
n s te il "W· Xt e trade in India.) 

ei 1th ~he rev olution proceeding along Weste rn lines, wit~ for
g:n nations joining in, usin g the countr y as a football m ~he 
incrne 0.f finance they were playing against each other, and with 

reas1n . 1 h . 
slipped . g Jea ousy between the North and Sout , communism 

I lll from Russia. 
11 Nov-ember of 1930 at the town of Jui Chin, a few hundred 
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mil es from th e coast west of Foochow , a comm un ist congress was 
held and a shrewd idealist by the name of Mao T ze Tin g was 
elect ed as p resident of the "C hin a Sovie t R epublic." 

Fr om 1930 th ro ugh 19 3 3 G eneral Ch ian g lau nched five ~on,: 
split int o t wo) campai gns against t he " band ic-com mu01s~s 
south of th e Ya ngtze. Each t ime he fai led comp letely-w ith 
a t re mend ous loss of arm s an d ammuniti on and of men who 
eith er deserte d or wer e ki lled. Afte r e:ich d rive the communi sts 
greatl y incr eased in n um bers an d figh tin g stren gt h. \Vhen I lef t 
th e count ry at th e end of 19 3 3, est im at es of t he to t al numb er of 
communi sts va ried betw een 50 m ill ion an d 7 5 m illion-from 
ab out on e-eig hth to alm ost one-fif t h of C h ina' s conj ectured pop-

ul ation. 1 
Back of thi s astoundin g gro w th I could see fo ur per fect Y 

sound, int erl ockin g reasons. F irst, t he general run of hoodlum~ 
who are always on the looko ut t o ge t somethin g for nothin g an 
love a rou gh-h ouse. Second, the fa rm er and shopk eepers w~ e 
give n the opportunity t o th row off th e yok e of th e landl or s, 
" w ar lord s" and squ eezin g officials. Thi rd, t o a m ass whose.numf 
bers we re controll ed by star vat ion and disease the pr omises oh 
h . d I . 1 f ourt ' t e commu111st pr opa gan a me ant a 1eav en on ear t 1. . 

by his enforced lack of acti on ( due to squ abblin g factio~ s, 
poorly trained , half- st arved soldi ers and totally in adequat e equip
ment) against the J apanese in Manchuria and th eir att ack on 
Shan ghai, while he w as at th e same tim e empt y in g th e govern
ment tre asury and appropriatin g foreign-m ade loans to wa~ 
against hi s own countrymen, General Chian g K' ai Shek tu~n e 
against himself two of the mo st powerful elements in Chm~se 
politic s: a goodly portion of the nati ve pre ss and the youth-~ 1; 

latter made up mostly of students and youn g gradu ate s who . a 
been gro wing up during the m ost sordid period of forei gn 1~} 

peri alism and had been compelled to stand by watching wit 1 

helpless rage as their country was ·bled by out sider s into whose 
hand s Chiang seemed to be playing consistently. . (T 

However, in round about wa ys, despite all his setbacks, Chiano 
was trying hard to reconcile the old with the new, to mak: ~ 
civilization and culture based on the farm and crafts fit in wit 
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the conflictin idea an d i lc.d , of fo r I n indu t r i, li m- .,t 

tempt ing to m ix oi l . n l \ \' .1t ·r . 
Chiang d id hi b, t to~ .1 · i ·~ eh , 1 ub li b · i uin .., d :1ily m :rni

fest_oes dech rin g refor m s .md in m \' .1tin ~ impr \' ' 111 ·n ts , m t f 
which he wa s neYcr ab l , tl) l uL chw u ~h . nd ubtcd ly , h W 

ever, general so ial :rnd c ·on mi irn pr yemcnt .. p r r'ssc d alon 
a numb er of lines. 

In Shant ung PrO\ ·in. ', fl ir ·x.unpk , :H\ ,xpcri m cnt:11 school 
Wa~ st art ed w ith th, idl.'.1 of t ·. ·h in~ thl.' f. n n cr to rc :ld an~ 
Wnt e. Onl y adult s >'>'er e .1 !mitt , i .rnd w -r' giY ' n a thr ee m onth s 
course t o learn the fiye hundr ·d l .1. i · char .1 tcr m t in om:0~ u~e. T he y wer , also tr. 1ined in sim pl ' l.iw of h c:1lth and 

nit ation. t th e time 1 J ,fc chi 'Xp ' rim ' n t ,va tu rn in u t 
to be a g · , d it t o othc . rc_:n uccc s :rnd p l.rn 'i w ere un kr w :1y to exk n 

1 pr ov inces. 
Lack of co1, · · b · b 1 c pr· mo tion f •1m u n1c:1t1ons w as c111g u, cr co rn y t 1 _. -

193 1° m otor h ighw.1ys :111d i11teru rb .1n bu s syst em s. D urin g 
and "2 · over ) I tray e\kd t h rnu~h seYcra l pr )Yin c s by m otor c:ir 

lead· n1acadarned ro ad s w it h h~>u rh · b us scn ·icc linki ng toge ther 
' ing trad in g c \ l ' 1· l · . ·c bc1·11(T ope ned up b en t ers. J crop .1ne 1ncs a so \\ c1 o 

etw een tl . . 
Fina\l . ~c pnn c1p:1l t rc:1ty por t s. si-

astic ll Y, in recen t ye:ir t h e an k in g gover nm ent h as cnthu 
a Y encoli . l cl d t 'cs A lm ost every t o ra gec ou t oor spor t s :1n gymn as -1 · d 

the stad ·wn of an y size ha s it s Boy an d G ir l Scou t co rps .. A n. 
Nanki ium back in th e hill s nc:1r t he Sun Y at Sen m cm on :,l m 

ng h as b . · · td oor 
5Port s · een a wo nd er f ul 111f1u cn ce m pro m ot in g ou 

in all tl . 
So th e fi l 1e pr ov mce s. . 

g 1t c1· . t and deo- goe s on: unit )' and n ro c,-rcss v ersu s 1s1ntegra ion 
oenerat· r o 1 1· . 1 eaten d ' ion. A nd as th e forc inncr :1nd int erna po it ics 1av e 

l eepcr · . 0 . · . d the 
c 1aos h int o th e life of th e 1nt1v c th e)' hav e in crease 
· ' t e 1 · · ' 
1tself-t1 t ind of cha os the \V cst ern ,vo rld lu s br ou ght upon 
l!,ooc[ er 1fat has t aken much of th e m eanin g out of li fe-made 
(th a t sman l · f 1 d crafts e out s 11P util e. In consequ enc e t 1c art s an ' 
~l1ancial W~rd show of cultur C') ha ve dege nerat ed into a purely 
S1b1 Ptopo sit' f · · l··l as pos-, e as cl 1011 o turn1110- out product s as qmc '- Y ' t10 1eapl . .::, . . . _ 

n. <level Y as possible. Thus th e arti stic sense and appiecia 
aped through centuries have been completely stifled. 
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Today everything is We stern expe diency, as much so as it would 
be were the country indu strialized . 

Th e Chine se who ha ve taken on Weste rn culture have become 
n eit her fish nor fowl-they are sorry hybrids-with their in
nate aesthetic sense smothere d und er a venee r of Western shrewd
ness, bu siness and po litica l cunnin g, chat make of the m self-
con sciou s gigolos posing as men of th e wo rld. . 

Th e foreig ner in C hin a, on the other h and , free d from ordi
nary restra int s of his ow n civi lization and raised in importance 
by his small numb er and low cost of living, and by force of 
arms, h as assumed a super iority the Chinese loacl1e and yet are 
forced to cat er to. 

Blue and white wa lls vers us lat it ud es ... democracy versus 
communi sm ... n ati ona lism vers us foreign imperialism · · 
unity and progress ver sus disinte gration and degeneration 
chaos ... and jazz. 

* * * * * 
Farewell to Eastern culture! Hail to West ern jazz ! 

--






