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Fconomic Effect of the
Extension of Japan’s Spheres
of Influence in China.

A timely article appears in the
Far Eastern Review under the above
caption. We ghall give the con-
tinuation from time to time next
week,
~ In previous articles in regard to
‘\the demands presented by Japan to
'China, we have chiefly dealt with

the pnlitieal aspect of the sitnation‘
thus ereated. Tt has been shown
that Japan rought to securs political ‘
control of South Manchuria, Tastern

Inner Mongolia, Shantung and
Takien, and moreover, that whe
deaired to obtain a dominnting voice
in the politieal, wmilitary and

finaneial affuirs of the Republic by
the appoiniment of Japanese advisers.
By agking China to assent to the
proposition that the preservation of
the territorial integrity of China
was a matter that solely concerned
China and Japan, she endeavoured
to establigh a form of suzerainty over
the Republie. These demands, in-
volving ag they do a material altera-
tion in the stafns guo in Eastern
Agia, arc undoubtedly contrary to
the principle upou which the Anglo-
Japanese  Alliance, the Root-
and  other
agreements to which Japan is a
It may be antiei-
pated that when the time is opport-
une the Powers whose political

|interests are concerned will give this

aspect of the matter due attention.

Turning to the economic incidence
of the demsands, it may be said that

Jto mapy, if wol to moai, foreigoers

Chinu is chicfly intereating breanse
of its possibilities s & world market.
Some of those who
resident in the Republie feel a decp
sympathy  with a country that is
striving (o emancipate itgelf from the

ure actually

and costoms  that have
checked all  progress in the past,
They know that the Central Govern-
ment ia slowly, but cffectunlly, ve-
forming the internal administration ;
veatoring order after the financial
chaos cauged by the reckiees methods
of the late dynastly, anid rooting out
the canker of corruption that has

traditious

hitherto made the Chinege official a
mennce to the Chinese poople and
an object of contempt to the foreign-
Phe sympathetic abserver gecs
that genunine «fforts are being made
to bring about the reformations
necegsary, and he realizes that, if
China is helped ingtead of hindered
by other Powera, she will in time
achieve a degree of strength and
stability that will entitle her to
claim offoctive  voice in  TFar
Eastern politics. Bat consid: rations
of this characler appea) only to a
small minority of foreigners and the
fact must be faced that, while the
pregervation of China’s sovereignty
and  independence are but  of
scademic interest to the majority,
the retention of a market that bas
already been extremely valuable and
that possesaeg practically limitlees

er,

an

foture posaibilities is regarded a8,
a matter of the first importance,
Experience has shown that »in}
regions in China in which politieal|
conirol is exercised by the Japsanese,
the tendency is for foreign trade
other than Japanesa to’ diminish.
South Manchuria is n case in point.’
When South Manchuria was
Russian occupation a large trade in
British and American manufactuves
was built up. Tt wae trade of a very
valuable chavacter, as the people of
Mauchuris, while discriminating
purchasers, were always prompt in
meeting their engagements and were
in every way good customers. Some
difficulty is experienced in collecting
gtatistica to show to what cxtent

Japanege trade has increased and
foreign irade fallen off in South

in

In the Chinese Customs returns for

Manchuria  gince the war  be-
Rossia and  Japan. The

Office at  Dsaloy  or
Dairen wus ~ estabighed ' only a
few wonths before the war, and
covsequently comparative figures are
not uvailable, Newchwang was the
ehicf port of entry in 1903 (the year
before the war), but the greater bulk
of the trade now passes through
Daloy and Antung However, the
Chincg: Customs returns in relation
to Newchwang, notwithstanding the
changed conditions there, aro still of
some valne for comparative purposes,
ag it may be nssumed that the falling
off in the trade because of the rivalry!
of Dalny and Antung would affet
foreign conntrics more or less ¢qu-
ally, although returng  of
Japanese trade at Newchwang might
be expected to show the greatest
fulling off us it. would naturally flow
throngh the mnearer ports., This
Intter reeult has not proved to be the
case. While figures in regard to the
total trade of cach of the respective
countries whese goods pass through
Wewechwang into Manchuria are not
available it is, perhaps, permissible
to quote those relating to one or
two gtandard slaples, and to assume
from what these disclose that the
general tendency has been similar.

twoeen
Customs

the

Newchwang for the year 1908, we
find under the heading *“ gray, plain
gheeting ” the following :—

Country Pieces.
Ameriean ... .. 1,033,089
Japanese ... ... ... 70.800
Buglich 5,200

Under this heading the figures in
1913 were :—

Country Pieces
Ameriean ... 225,210
Japanese ... 124,840
Tnglish 4,290

It- will be noticed that there bas
beeu a very marked falling off in the
total trade, but that while Awmerican
trade fell off by more than 75 per
cent, and that of Grest Britain by
20 per cent., Japan's trade increased
by some 75 per cent. The figures
given suggest that the trade general-
ly has fallen off materinily, but we

( Continued on Page 8)
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What Americ; ;l'hinks.

(Continued from Page 3.)

| ind under tho comprehensive head-
‘[ing “ cotton goods” in the Antung

returns for 1913 the following :—

Country Picces
Japanese..........coooinn 1,374,744
Bnglish............... ve. 27,007
American.. ..o 90

This would indicate that much of
the trade that formerly passed into
Manchuria through Newchwang now
finde Antung a more advantasgeous
portal. Tt is also clear that trade is
almost monopolised by Japan.

The fgures for sheetings
sufficiently illominating, and when
attention is given to drills it will be
seen that the diminution in foreign
trade is not confined to one line,
The following table presents the facts
in regard to drills :—

Country 1903 1913
American... 569,666 ... 72,670
Japanese ... 87,430 ... 80,0756
English ..... 380 ... 1,829
In this instance Japan has ousted

America from the premier position
even al Newchwang, which for
geographical and other veasons is
the port leust favoured by Japanese
exporters (in 1907 it was estimated
that Japanese imports to Manchuria
1906 amounted to over

are

in

$12,000,000, of which less thun

New-

$1,600,000 paid duty at
chwang).

It can be geen from the figures that
have been quoted that Japanese
goods, even when thére was some
limitation to the control exercised
by Jopan over South Manchuris,
succeeded in displacing those from
other countries. When we turn to
Koren, which hag reached the final
stage of the journey upon which
South Manchuria has progressed fur
and upon which, under Japan’s
guidance, Eastern Inner Mongolin,’

G..

Shantung and Fukien are invited to
start, it ig found that the trade of
countries other than Japan is steadily
diminishing, Taking the items grey
sheetings and shirtings, it is found
that in 1909, the year before the
annexation of Korea by Japan,
Japun’s share of the trade was fifty
per cent, and Great Britain’s forty-
nine per cent. In 1913 the Japan’s
ghare was ninety per cent, and the
British eight per cent. In the period
in question the trade in British T
cloths disappeared,
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