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v By Whitcomb Willlams
‘D eh‘oit, Mich,, Mar. 26.—Auto-
tpr‘\,obilo munufacturers: generally as
eii":is “the' buying - public, were
ken by ‘suirpribe a few days ago,
w}mn one of the big manufactur-
e'i‘s" ‘afiflounced:: substantial - price
its¥on ‘seven.'of ita: cars, thc re-
ucdions -ranging from $10 to

] hi -reductlon, nccordingn to
we-bellef -bfiwell informed ‘lead-

:in the automobile industry,
i"the beginning of a downwutd
trend.in prlces, nnd the ‘statement
nt no less than four other com-
‘ nnies aré preparing Belisdules of
{g&er prices to "become: effective

afore: March is far. nannced is
iining wide circulution in auto-
; dblln*circles. .o
: . TUMOrS,. ‘whichl were
;I, [ uﬂhg“the ‘enrly’ wéeks
”of{ﬂxe ‘present year, gained con-
's‘i ernble ‘credence with the recent
‘ahhotincement by ' Norval A,
wKins, an authority of, renown
nutomotive circlos, that if they
%pect to. continue;-in  business,
eyeral of the smaller indepen-,
ent'). concerns - Bhould’, consoli-

is’is. taken as having.but one
'ing---thut one of the great-
5t b attles inVtht history of ‘the
&ustry s nbdit: " to’ * develop,
{ifthe full’ stmnkth’ 'of the Gen-
“8raliMotors  corporation. and. the
%‘ ,mterests aligned against
| n’bh ‘other. . It can readily be
eﬁ“ fiawhat “such . a” fight would do
‘-rtogseveral of | the - weaker, inde-
‘&) dentx companies should the
5 ‘develop “into a ‘price slash-
ng’ contest between the makers of
présent - models, *“or' any new
n;es.which possibly “may be in-

v
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cessfully compcting by price re-
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would have o fair chance of &

ducing, but not if the battle

.should resolve itself into a cul

hrout ‘warfare.

’linwkins‘ is _authority for the
nnnonncetnent that mergers are
now actunlly being arranged by
bnnkm‘s -and  manufacturers, but
hc would. not predict the date of
l_l!‘Y.Of the anticipated consolida-
tions. The few manufacturers
who would volunteer a state-
ment on the subject expressed
Ahe belief that mergers were be-
ing : considered by some of the
independent concerns, but made it
as plain as possible that the com-
panies they themselves represent-
ed were “not in any contemplat-
ed merger.”

The Ford rumor this week was
tossed into’ the circie, and: is be-
ing given more consigeration than
usual, especially by manufactur-
ers -in -the' $800 to $1,000 class.
The latest report is that Ford iy
ni)qut to make an offensive move
by *bringing ‘out a four cylinder
gem' shift motor car.

“ Al the necessary production
machinery, so the story goes, has
been built abroad- and shipped to
the Ford, plants with complete
sccrecy.‘ Continuing the  rymor
carries with it the statement that
the company is rushing work,
through an advertising agency,
on advertising text and cuts so
that the preliminary announce-
ment can be made on April 8.
What price tag the car will carry
is not stated, but those most in-
terested are watching and wait-
ing. Any belief that IFord is con-
tcmplntmg the marketing of =a
gix_cylinder car has been thrown
into the, discard, and the report
that - liudson was 'to be absorbed

depied by R, B. Juckson, presi-
dent of the IIudson " compitny.
His statement followed. closely
upon the heels of a similar one
by Edsel Ford which announced
that there is not now nor ever
has been any foundation for the
rumor he had acquired or is st.ck-
ing control of Hudson,

Employment in the various au-
tomobile factories .and accessories
‘shops in Detroit - slipped down a

by’ Ford ‘was this week officially’

upwnrd cllmb "since the first of
the year. The decrense was com-
paratively small, however, it be-
‘lihg conly- 237,  This leaves the
total number now employed 219,-
338, compnrc(l with 267,486 for
the conespumimg pennd of last
year,

Production in the various plants
is- showing a steady increase, the
result of incoming orders from

denlers, The Chevrolet is at- its
4,000 cars per day eapacity—the
largest output - in the history of
the company. The February
schedule ealls for 85,000 units,

The present output at the TFord
plants is  approximately 4,500
units a day for three days n
week, which has been the average
schedule since the first of lust
December. Last week all depart-
ments worked only two days—
a further indication " that some-
thing at: the big plants is about
to" break.

Studebuker production schedile
calls for 11,600 in Februaiy, und
n ponenlerubly grculer number for
March, This is b(.t.ter than 40
per cent increase ‘over January
production, Orders: for the Ery-
kine, the company’s light, low
prlced unit, are being received in
grenter numbers than was anti-
ciputed, necessitating considernble

walting on the part of purchas-’

ers.

Daily production at the Reo
plant in Lansing is 100 cars; at
the Auburn plant, 100; Hupp,
225, and the Hudson-Issex plant
is working day and night shifts
on capacity  production. The
Nash factory at Kenosha, Wis,
is ‘slendily increasing its  daily
production, and keeping a pace far
in advance of its own. former
production  record.

A’f‘.?i whole, automobile manu-
faélirers are’ satisficd that they

have much work shead for the
next few months, although the
year did not get off with the

crack of the gun, They sce a
great scason ahead, with a loud
and continuous call for vehicles
of the light “weight, lower price
type.s The demand for such cars
is alrendy exceeding expectations
of “last fall:
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