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(!hincse $tu~cnts in Japan.
Ih w. W . VI':)\" .

_

H E RE is one item whi ch political eco no mists a re apt to lea ve out of
tf ~ cons ide ra t ion when cast ing up th e bal an ce of trade of th e Island
, ~ Empire of J apan. and th at is th e sum ex pe nde d by th e Chinese

stude nts ther e. A ccording to the latest report. the total number of
such st ud en ts has rea ched one th ou sand three hundred and fifty . and a llowing
an average ex pendit ure of thirty yen eac h per men sem , not includ ing the

travelling ex pe nses to and fro in J a panese boats, J apan has al ready some half
a mi llion yen to her cred it.

Before our war with Japan, th at co untry never held our ad mira t ion or
respect ; in fact no nat ion of th e wor ld real ized he r st rengt h and th e wonderful
progress she had achi eved t ill she prick ed China's bubbl e in 1894. Since
th en : th e 'ey es 'of' our 'peopl e ha ve been fixe d on th e marvellou s adv ance made
by o ur neighbour and brother , and th e ana log ica l posit ion of th e two co untries
has enco uraged our younger people mu ch in hoping to effect for our own land
what the people of J a pan have for th ei rs. On th e othe r hand . th e J ap anese.
realizing th at her peace and prosperity depend to a g reat ex ten t on the
progress and indep en den t existence of China, ha ve wa rmly welcomed this
entente cordia ie between th e two na tion s, receivin g Chinese stude nts and
travellers in th e most co ur teous and friendly manner possibl e.

The COIfP d 'tfttlt of 1898 d ro ve th e principal reform er s to J apan, among
whom th e one who has since made himself most popular and fam ou s through
his books and magazinc articles bein g Mr. L ian g Chi-ts'ao, ~ I. A . No ot her
pers on age has infu sed suc h an inten se pro-J apaness spirit am on g the younger
men and wom en of China than has t his wonderful re former and wr iter, who
in a few years has revolu tionized Chinese thought and sty le of compos ition.
W hether the success of his writ ings be only ephe me ra l or not, there can be no
doubt that to him th e g reate st cred it is du e for awakening the peopl e of his
count ry to realize the awful danger their co unt ry is in. for aro us ing the
spirit of nation alism and patriot ism. and for ope ning the eyes of t he people
to the necessity of radical reform.

A no the r circumstance whi ch has impressed th e Chinese mu ch in favour of
the Japan ese has been th e human e and exempla ry co nd uct of th e Japanese
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troops during a nd after th e Bo xer upri sin g, in co nt rast wit h th ose of so me

European nation s, in a way co nfirming th e old adage th at blood is thi ck er
than wat er. A t any ' ra te, Chine se who ca me in to con tact with J apan ese

officers and so ld iers, during th eir tempora ry occ upa t ion of the no rthe rn ports

after the uphea val of 19 0 0 , ca nnot prai se th em too highly .
However, se nt iment a lone co uld not hav e at t rac ted so man y students to

Japan ; th ere m ust be so me othe r reason s, which may be tabulated as follows :
(il) Th e nearness o f J apan compa red with E uro pe or A merica , th e jou rn ey

to To kio, th e fur ther most point of destin ation of th e Chine se student , taking

only one week' s t im e.
(/I) Th e che a pness of living in J apan .
(c) Th e cour te ous treatment on th e part o f J apan ese a utho rit ies, in

striking cont ras t to th e ba rb a rou s proc ed ure of th e A me rica n Custom H ouse

people.
(d) The g rea te r ease a nd ra pid ity of accom plishing th e st ude nt's purpose.

Japanese a nd Chinese liter ature ar e closely a llied to each othe r, th ou gh th e
spoken langu ages a re q uite di st inct. \ Vith th e aid of th e brush , th e Chinese
studen t is able to co nve rse wit h his J a pan ese friend as soo n as he lands, a nd
a yea r's st udy will enable hi m to read J a pan ese book s; some have don e so

only after a thr ee months' s tay. When we rem ember th at at least four y ears'

preparati on is necessar y befor e a Chinese st ude nt ca n beg in to a pprec iate

English lit er ature, whi le to adopt any profession requires even a still lon ger

period of pr ob a tion , we can eas ily underst an d th e eagerness and deli gh t of th e
Chinese st ude nts (ma ny of who m a re poor), in ru shing to T oki o, finding it a
"short cut " to European a nd A merica n ed uca t ion a nd civiliza t ion. Man y of
them spe nd th ei r le isure hours in t ran slati on work, and with th e proceed s

arising from th e sa le of th eir ma nuscripts or publish ed works assist th em sel ves

in go ing th rou gh co llege.
(c) J apan is th e only country where a Chine se S tudents ' Associat ion ex ists,

the objec t of whi ch is ., to excha nge kno wledge a nd to prom ote a spirit o f
camerade rie." Mem bers a re deputed to a wa it th e a rriva l of steamers from

China and ren de r ass ista nce g ra tis to new st udents, such as th e sec uri ng of

hotel acco m mo dat ion, th e int rod ucing to sc hool a nd college a utho rit ies , e tc .,

while a specia l building' is set apart for th e meetin g of s t ude nts soc ia lly and

educat iona lly . II I sho rt, th e object is to minimi se, a~ mu ch as possible, th e
unpleasan tn ess a nd difficulties naturall y a ttend ing a n a rriva l in a st ra nge

land , witho ut unders ~and ing a word of th e lan guage or kn owin g a friend .
The st udents hail from nearl y all parts of China, the foll owing bein g

the list of pr ovin ces re presente d ( in th e order of numeri cal st reng th ) :
Kiangsu, Hupeh , Che kia ng , Kuangtung , A nhui, Hunan , Fokien, Manc hur ia,



Chihli, Sz echuan, Sh antung , Kian gsi , K weich ow, Honan, Ku an gsi, Fengtien,
and Shans i. T he major ity a re supported by th e pro vincia l gU\'ern menb ,
but th e number o f th ose ed uca ted at th eir ow n ex pe nse is increasing rapidly.
A few are a t tached to the Legati on , an d a dozen or so have thei r ex penses
defray ed from th e publ ic funds of th ei r na tive places. An other inte resting
and en couraging fact is the p resen ce of fem ale students , tho ugh th e number
is insignifi can t com pared with th e nu mber of men . l n contras t with those who
proceed to Europe and A me rica, nearly al l the Chinese studen ts in the
E mpire of th e R isin g S un a re g rown men and accomplished scho lars in their
own language, \'cry few bein g under twent y , while it is not uncom mon to
meet with men ove r th irty yea rs of ag e- me n who, were th ey com pelled to
acquire an ed ucat ion throu gh th e vehicle of Engl ish , would be forever debarred

from success.
The movem ent is of too recent a date to ena ble us to mak e a just or

correct estimate of its results. A t the same tim e, th ere is g rowing hesitation

on th e pa rt of officia ls and parents to se nd young men to J apan , as in many
cases th e students have becom e converts to ex treme radicali sm and red
republican ism, whose mot to is "China for th e Chinese," preaching revolution
or ope nly fom enting sedit ion. This is th e na tural reaction to centuries of an
oppress ive and repressive policy on the part of the govern me n t, and it may,
perhaps, after so me fifty years or more, lead to the es tablishment of a
constitution al go vern me nt.

U ndo ubted ly, th ese st ude nts in J apan have been of inestimab le service
in introdu cin g mod ern kn owledge in to China by their t ra ns la tions and
publication s, eithe r in magaz ines or book form, stirring up their fellow
countrymen in a manner un known before. They have helped to effect the
ren aissan ce now rapidl y passing its period of infan cy; th ey have stimulated
th e ed uca ted classes to take a rea l interest in W estern stud ies and to kn ow the
meaning of " government " and " peo ple" ; th ey ha ve dem onstrated to the
peopl e th at th e Chinese Class ics do not embrace all th at is wor th knowing
under th e sun, and th at the " E ight- legged E ssay" is by no mean s the acme
of lit erary compos it ion ; and th ey have proved th e power and useful ness of
th e press in di sseminating ge ne ra l kn owled ge and awake ning public spirit.
Whatever may be sa id agains t his radi cal ideas and cr ude ways of
execut ing th em , th e Chinese st ude nt in J apan is one th a t bel ieves he has a
purpose in thi s world ; th at he has certa in duties to perfor m toward his
country, that loves liberty and hates tyranny , and tha t hopes himself to be
th e W ashington o f China. Hi s se ntime nts and ideals a re ad mira ble, and
kn owledge and experi ence will lead him into th e right pa th of realizing
th em . If he is any thing, he is pat rioti c.
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