Chinese Market Uses Much Low Grade Iron And Steel: Bamboo Steel, One....
The China Press (1925-1938); Oct 17, 1925;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chinese Newspapers Collection

pg. 14

Chinese Market Uses Much

Low Gmde Iron And Steel

‘Bamboo Steel, One Of The Few

New” Materia ]s,

|
! Is A Product Peculiar To The Chmese Trade

Iiven In the most uclivg per-
iods the trade in Jow-grade and
serap Iron and steel with China
jls largely a business in small-ton-
nuges except in the case of old
plites, cutlings of plates and simi-
lar materinls, orders for which
‘\vlll run from a few hundred tons
tn scveral thousand, says the
1"Irun and Coal Trades Review.”
- DProfits made on the smaller
lols arc usually mecagre. While
the demangd for wire shorts Is per-
‘Jmps‘ the best sustained of ‘any,
Luying hy Chinese merchanls in
cludes such  other serap or de-
leetlve materials as bar crop-ends,
plite cuttings, sccond-hand plates,
chain, old  wrought-iron
horse-shoes, old flles, hoop-ends,
defeetive wire rods, old enamelled
siggns, old  wagon  tyres, tinplate
tinplate waste waste and
serap.  In new materials
hambov  steel i’ the one broduct
peculine to the Chinese trade,
with ‘galvanised sheets and Dlack
shoeels by the crate occasionally in
uetive demand, '

BAMBOO STEEL

Banmhow sfool, n large pyre of
(‘hina's  requiremonts  of @ which
had been  supplied by Ainulutu
makers (hnlng the war, was proe-
vipusgly 'll])llllutl under populur
‘mnm\ names  principnily by Ger-
‘m.m mills, which iave returned
1o the Chinese  moerket asg  the
‘l'lln('llml '-.llmlh\'ls of this materi-
ul, While the regiisite quality of
all the - second- ll il and defective
material mlnlm Hetl is au[lnusq 80
that it may l)u' the morve - casily
forged” by hazd,  bamboo steel
rauges from C.65 to as hléh as

0.86 poercent carbon, and Iy forged

used

\VilNlUl'H,
tinplaLe

and (empered for e in u}ulm.,
tools of various kinds.
In testing bamboo  steel  the

practienl mothod is
tent substiiuted for
No specliic carhon content fs de-
manded as a rule, the quality re-
quire’l heing a clean break of w
bar from 34 Lo 36 in.” long,
dropped from the height of a
mun‘?« head.  The name of this
carbon tool steel I tnken from
the appearance, the manufacturer
rolling the bar with jolnts and
fines that five it the resemblance
to. sections of hambhoo.

Although the lending Ameriean
oxport ‘interest now ships a smull
tonnage ol bamboo steel  to
Chinn, the sale of this product
under brand names does not scem
to have developed among Amer-
fean mills to any extent. The rve-
trn of Germany to world mar-

to w great ex-
the scientille.

in.

ican producl. from China, as the

market .pricu under keen com-

petition has slowly declinddi
(‘AL\ ANISED SHERTS

In ud(litluu to  Dhawmboo steel,

China is a purchaser of other
new materinl, including galvanis-
ed wire, wire’ nalls, mild-steel
bars, Dblack and gnlvanlsed gas
pipe, galvanised sheets and some
structural material, With the ex-
ception of pipe and considerable
purchases of sheets, much of the
husiness of today goes to’ Contin-
ental works.
' In purchasing galvanised sheets
the most popular specification is
48 sheets lo a 4% -cwt. crate,
measuring 3 ft. by 7 ft., with Nos.
38, 28, and 26 guuges; 4 ft. by 7
ft., also popular, in crates of 560
s, '

Plain galvnnlscd sheets  are
pruu,lpdlly in d(_m'lnd, although
cm‘rng'\ted material is oceasional-
1y purclmsed ‘Wihon the sheets are
finaily disposed nf in small lols
firom the wm‘ehousc, they nre
generally sold by le pledl (1.30-
1-3 1bs,). "here is also o fair
market for sLove-piiJe sheels,

In-the Shanghal market quota~
tions* are generally published on
the (wo most popular brands of
galvanised plain  sheets,” Raven,
rolled: by the Grovesend Steel and
Tinplate  Co., Ltd.,, Cdrscinbn,
Glamorgan, Wales, and the Apollo

brand of the American Sheet &
Tinplate  Co. General classifica-
tions of Bnglish and

American
sheels ire also made, ’

As in Japan, gulvanised shects
are cxtensively used for roofing
purposes and in the construction
ol side walls of small buildings,

for storchonses and similar pur-
poses. '
NAILS AND WIRE SHOWWIS

When a Chinese merchant in-
quires for nails the exporter u';r-
reetly assumes that he is interest-
ed  in ))muhusmg countersunik,
chequer-head  wire n.ll]swo]! Bir-
mingham wire gauge. Tl on‘ly
other type of nail cousumed in
uny quantity s the cut nail
Countersunk, chequer-head wlré
nalls are-used In sizes of 3%, %
ad % and 1 in. to 7 in. in the
Northern distriets of China, sup-
plied by (he Shanghat market, and
pIn sizes of %, 7-16, % and D% In.
\in dhe Southern districts, sllt)pl-icd
through  Hongkong and Canton.
This difference - in  speclfications
between Notthern and Southern
"China itlso appears In the méch_ml

of ovdering quantities, the North

‘buying by the 100:lb. keg, the

‘mu.h dmnnmllmr the plcul keg of!

kets has slowly edged the Amer-

33-1/% 1ba

Stnee the war the trz.(lc in nails,
vhich the American exporter en-
joyed during that period and dir-
octly afterwards, has to-a great
extent disappeayed with the re-
turn to workd markets of Euro-
pean steel-producing countries. It
:is noteworthy, perhaps, that wh"

wuake in Japan in 1923
vesulted in a raiher heavy demand

n Chinese stocks of ‘nalls, which
were the nenrest avallable sup-
plies for the devastated districts
in Japan, practically none of the
replneement  hustness was rdeeived
by American works.

This turn to European sources
of supply since the war is partl-
cularly true of structural material
nurchnses, the larger part of which
are placed with European works,
nartieniarly« Belgian, at . prices
latoly many dollars a ton below
the Amerlean delivered price.

ot Lhe S0~ cz\llcd second-haud or

o et ol e v

defective  materials  purchasec
wire shorts, galvenised and plain
are probably in more conlinuou
demand than most of llvl‘l;! othe
products used. A wire short gen-
erally consists of a coli ol wire
ranging up to 40 or 50 L. or. shor.
of a standard lcm.,Lh: Occusmnull‘
a [ull standard coil’ wiil bLe in
cludod where the . wire: hag heer
found (1cfecuve Lois. are asgort
ed, various gaunges he'ng le'uIL
in a blngln lot, as o rule.

Th; maost. usual !l'shOl'lnchlt ol
shoris l'mgc from l\os 6 to 16
guuge. " Annegled whc shorty are
in demand i guuges txom _Nos,
16 to 25. In wire shorts, unlike
most other materiuls, the bulk ot
the tride with - the United
States, where the mills ligakc morg
serlons efforts to meet the condl-
Lluus S

The larger part of the Amer-
lean exports +is in .galvanised
rather than plain shorts, the Unit-
ed Kingdom making & very good
showing in exports of plain-wire
shorts, particularly in the past
[e\v years. Shorts are used hy the
Chinese for a wide range of pur-
poses where American manufac.
turers, working with modern mas
chmery, regard full coils of per-
feet wire essential for hlgh rates
of mod\.c'imx

TINPLLME WASTE WASTER

Possibly next to the wire shorts
as a material in active demand by
thy Chinese consumer is tinplane
waste waste, which has advanced
to a position of relative Import-
ance in Far Kastern trade in the
past ycar or two., Tindlate waste
waste, of lower grading than tin-
plate  wasters, hut considerably
better than Llnpluu. serap, Lonblsth
of assorted gauges and sizes ot
plate ranging from 10 in,” by 14
in. to 18 iu. by 28 in. and bhase,
weights of 70 1bs. to 165 Ibs, ana
heavier, packed us a rule in 200-
1b. - cases.

One of-the larger Amuimn tin-
‘plate mills ostimates thut it has
uvulluhlc under nmnml conditlons
about 200 L(ﬂxs of such m.umu
per gquarter, and e'il.inhll.Eb of 'the
annual availuble tontago Ir om all
tinplate il li\ the United ‘States
vary fron 1, 000 to 8 000 tous or
woye, amunll}

“Ot)lh ‘L\D DLlubblLS

The majorlty of ' the tools,
houschold utensils and agricul-
tural fmplements used in Ching,
purticularly In the interior where
life is mere primitive, than in the
targe cit{es, are hand-forged from
serap, providing a demand by im-
porters 1m Shanghai and  othor
ports, who aistrinute to the local
locksmmith or houscholder.

In these small lots of all Kinds
of scrap and defective iron and
steel the prime requisite s suffi-
clent =ofiness to permit working
by hana.  Second-hand plates,
plate cuttings, bare - rop ends,
hoap- ends, and round, square, anc
sentf-hard “cobhles are popular:

‘From sich raw materials the
Chinese workman fashions spikes,
knives, often with an edge :ot
bamboo steel, digging forks, hoes
ond numerous other tools and
utensils. Abont the -only require-
ment of & piece of scrap, ohvious.
iy, is softness, and sufftcient area
free from holes or dnmnglng 1m-
perfeetions to permit (s heing
formed into a teol at o low priee.

Exporgvrs deal with an_ import
company operated and largely
ofvned by British, American, Ger-
man or some nnllnmh other than
Chinese.  The business, says Mv,
George 8. Herrlck, In- an inter-
esting article in “The -Tron Age,"”
Is handled tbreugh foreign  and
nallve banka. . B

The foreign banker finances im-
ports up to the timo the material
Inaves for- -the - interior buyer,
while the Chinese banker finances.
deliveries from  the time  they
leave the public wharf until pav-
ment has heen recelved from-the
buyer p¢ such disteibuting noints
as Nanking.. Hankow. TKiukianz,

is

Changsha, Ichang and’ Chungking.
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