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~Hankew, August 21.--Oplum Ia
now .openly sold in the ctreets of
HinEew as wall us in all puarts of
the "provine: under military pro-
feetion, It is a common sight to
see Jumps of op-ium anu small ting
dl nrepme\l opium dieplayed in
tle windows and on the shelves
of shops, while opinm dens are
filind’ throushout the city., Many
unium shops have notices posted
mitside their shop  such ag:i—
“(ood Opium For Sale “Wani-
vil:  Oplam  Dust,” ete. Many
titnes the opium shopy even hoil
thefr oplum in the street in front
of their house.

A reguluted tariff on  opium
ia _being collected through the
agency of the Milltary anda Pallee
Ingpecticn Bureau throughout the
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{provinee for the malntenance or

the 200,000 troops of Hupeh, In:
muny disteicts, oplum planting I8
foreed on the furtners ander snill-
tary coercion, and the entire
scheme of opium taxation on a
lurge genle 18 spongored by the
military commgnders, whn have
divided the prosperong revenues
among themselves on agreed pro-
portions. It {s sald that about
$20,000,000 1s ralsed from oplum
annually by the FHupen miliipry
from the Tupan down to the mill-
tury offcer of the lowest rank,

The tax on exch ounce of opium
sold to the consumer Is fixed ai
30 cants, bosldes which of conrse
there are pther exactlong by locul
troops.  The tax on smoking dens
is $6 per lamp per month, while
far individual smokers the lnp
tnx Is $3 per month,
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