RETURNED STUDENT AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO THE CHURCH
The Canton Times (1919-1920); Jan 20, 1919;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chinese Newspapers Collection

pg. 7

o — i ——— —_———— e amima]

RETURNED STUDENT AND
THEIR RELATION<HIP
: TO THE CHURCH,

A conference smal! in numb rs hat
large in promise, wis held at Stanghai |
December 28 when n group of Clin 2s.
women, retwrne:d  stedents, met to
diseuss the question ¢f their relutinn-
ship to the Church. Students from
ingland, Belgium and earious col-
leges in the United  States were
 present and took part in  the dis-
cussion. 'The problem of low to
[milize the lendership of eluentel
‘women is one of the most acule now
tacing the ehurches, nnd the proportion
of women in the clutrehes iu Shanghai
congtitutes a challenge to the  best
thought nmongst us; the proportion is
about one in three. The conference
wag divided intv morning an'lafter-
noon sessions, the morning ses-ion lad
by Dr. I V. Lyon, the afternoon
acseion being an informal discusgion,
DraLyon began with the thought of
Chinn's most pressing  needs and
went on to clicidate the fuct
that to meet these needs there
must be ormnization to con-erve
effort and unite servica. The chief
organization tothisend is the Christian
Church, whiel with all ité¢ imper-
fections here and clsewhere, is capable
of infinte development and relf-
saerifice, ‘I he afteraoon session raised
saveral points ; the first, * Why is the
average returned student loose in hi-
or her church cunnecticns 7 Second.
“Why should a student join heartily
in the life of the church ?’ Third,
“What can the returned etudent
sxpeet to find in the church in
the way of work and welcome?’
Foarth, *What definite form« of
work are open to educnted women in
the church?’  The di-cussion all
through .he conference was freo and
frank. One spesker expressed the
opinion of the mecting when she said
that -in her rtudent days she had
thougl:t that her nwn personal experi-
ence wns sufficient and that outward
forms, such ns church membership,
were unimportant ; but rince then, she
had found vital connection with a
church was essentinl to her own
’;gro“ith. The fact that there is very
Tlittle work being done for young women
' in the churches in Shanghai, outside,
 the students in mission schools, seems
ito be n challenge to this group of
 women. There will never ke young life
in tho chureh unless specinl provision is
made forit, At the conclusion of the
‘conference, six of those present gave
in. their names as wishing to form
'n olass for inetruction in the prin-
ciples of girls club  work, in
cace such an opportunity should
!opcn up  in  their  respective
churches, A confercuce like this is
;sllrel)' a gool omen. We know how
much the Church at ho:e has owed to
the ‘earnest effort of its enlightened
women, and as educated women more
!nud more get bhehind the work of the
Church in China, the snme advanca
will certainly follow. The conference
was held at the invitation "of the
Young Women's Christian Associn-
tion.—'* Millard’s Review.”"
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