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Changes in Shanghai’s Press

_ Newspaper work has considerably changed since Kuo-
mintang days, with the trend towards a division of labot
among dailies and the emphasis on educating readers.

THE sharp change in direction taken

by China’s society following the
overthrow of the Kuomintang has an
interesting reflection in the news-
papers of Shanghai. The press may
be regarded as a sensitive barometer
of the times. ‘

Under the Kuomintang, the com-
position of Shanghai’s daily news-
papers reflected the stratification of
cliques and interests within the Kuo-
mintang and on its fringes.() The
same, press, following liberation, gives
some indication of the various classes
and political parties that have com-
- bined forces under the new de-
mocracy.(2) :

The modern history of the press in
China is a mixed one.
in his “History of Chinese Journal-
ism” (p. 218), writes: “The news
reporting in our Chinese press only
serves the purpose of filling up space.
In reporting an event, an account
often appears without proper intro-
duction or ending and conflicts with
itself. Sometimes the same event
appears in two or three places on the
same day or is repeated in two or
three places without any
There is a lot of empty verbiage and
- the reader is not able to get the

salient points. The reason for the

former is that the reporters have not
learned their job but content them-
selves with copying releases, while
the latter effect is due to the faet that
editors do not think for their readers
- and only want to save trouble. So we
_often find scores of pages with a lot
of words and nothing interesting in

them worth reading. This is indeed a

pity.”

The Shanghai Dailies

Most writers on this subject agree
that the modern press suffered from
these defects. Shanghai’s newspapers
have been plagued by bad editing.
They have also been in the grip of
irresponsible advertisers, particularly
patent-medicine merchants, who have

at times had more to say about
the make-up of papers than the

editors.® And, under the Kuomin-
tang, it was standard practice to
carry official government - releases,
without acknowledgment, as the only
version of the news,

When an effort was made at in-
dependent reporting, it was usually on
terms of mutual vilification between
opposing cliques, and of sensationa-
That the press was a reflection
of corrupt and violent times is eviden-
ced by the former Central News
Agency’s list of important news
events for 1948.(4)

Another feature. of Shanghai’s
newspapers after V-J Day and prior
to liberation was the misuse of official
newsprint allocations. It is said, in
regard to this: the less the circula-
tion, the greater the profits. For
example, while the actual circulation
of one particular paper was only
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20,000 copies daily, it gave its official
circulation as 90,000, and, or. the basis
of this officially supplied figure, the
paper was given a newsprint alloca-
tion at the official price for the false
90,000 circulation. Then its publisher
sold, on the blackmarket, the surplus
newsprint at a profit. Most news-
papers are said to have paid their
way in this fashion.

Shanghai was over-stocked with
dailies, and their position was none
too sound,

At the same time there were numer-
cus tabloids,

magazine-sized sheets
that specialized in rumors, gossip,
and news that the big dailies did not
handle.(5)

In his “Press and Public Opinion in
China,” Lin Yutang wrote: “(Besides
the regular press), there is a large
number of tabloid papers, -called
‘mosquito papers’ in Chinese, many of
which are published every three days
and fulfil a greatly felt -need for
social gossip and back-stage stories,
called into existence on account of the
absolute unreadability, degeneration
and prostitution of the big dailies.”

The writer should also lLave men-
tioned that the “mosquito papers”
were often published by and served
the various feuding groups within the
Kuomintang party and Nationalist
government.

And there are omissions. in Lin
Yutang’s statement regarding the
venality of the big dailies. It is not
true that the whole press under the
Kuomintang was degenerate. Many
reporters, correspondents and editors
sought and used every possible op-
portunity to report the news truth-
fully and to circumvent the Kuomin-
tang censorship and the reactionary
policies of owners.

It was recognized that some re-

porters wrote stories apparently as
the owner and censorship required,
but made valiant efforts to get at the
truth by sandwiching into the middle
of their stories contradiclory state-
raents, or opposing points of view, In
the handling of overseas news, a
method to get at the truth was to
print Reuters, AP, APF and UP re-
ports together, often contradicting
one another.

In June, 1947, when throughout
China there were student demonstra-
tions against the continuation of the
civil war, the government acknow-
ledged the existence of independent
newspapermen by arresting reporters,
correspondents and editors wholesale.
Thirty-one newspapermen were arres-
ted in Chungking alone. In most big
cities, newspapermen were arrested
and papers censored or suppressed.

In Shanghai, the government sup-
pressed the dailies Lien Ho Jih Pao,
Wen Hui Pao and Sin Min Wan Pao.
The Ta Kung Pao, at this time, was
the one paper in Shanghai which,
while not expressing the official Kuo-

mintang attitude in this case, escaped
suppression.

Further mention should be made of.
the Ta Kung Pao (and of its sister
editions, at various times published
in Tientsin, Chungking and Hong-
kong) because it was considered that
this paper had a tradition of com-
petent journalism and a certain in-
dependence in editorial policy. An
article in the Revelation Monthly,
Shanghai, January 1949, said: “The
Ta Kung Puo pins its hopes on a
‘middle course,’ on a ‘third force’ and
on the liberal elements in the world,
purporting itself to be one of them...”

The Ta Kung Pao was also notable
for its outspoken opposition to Japan-
ese militarism and the revival of
Japan. :

However, while the Ta Kung Pao
claimed to represent. “third force”
elements, it was essentially linked
with the interests of the Kuomintang,
its policies being determined by Wu
Ting-chang of the Political Science
Group, and his representatives.

Prior to liberation, there were four
English-language dailies in Shanghai,
among a number of other papers
which served the various groups of
foreign nationals. Although these
papers do not come within the scope
of this article, it is interesting to note
that two of the English-language
papers were owned by Kuomintang
mterests. (6)

Since liberation, the assets of the
two Kuomintang-connected papers
have been confiscated; the Shanghai
Evening Post & Mercury has closed
down; and the North China Daily
News has continued publication.

A Change in Composition

When the change-over came in
Shanghai, in May 1949, many dailies
went out of existence, a few con-
tinued, and several new publications
appeared. The new publications were
those of the Communist Party, trade
union, student and youth groups.

The Ta Kung Pao contirued publi-
cation. On January 7, one of the
paper’s major stockholders, Wu Ting-
chang, who was connectéd with the
Political Secience group within the
Kuomintang, had resigned from the
board of directors.” The Sin Min
Wan Pao was carried on by its staff
after its KMT supervisors had fled.
As it happened, several editors who
had close KMT connections cither fled
from Shanghai or resigned from their
positions. But in those papers which
carried on, the majority of the staff
remained as before and previous posi-
tions were held except for some
alterations at higher editorial levels.

Soon after liberation the new
authorities took steps to confiscate all
assets - in the newspaper business
which had belonged to the Kuomin-
tang Party and government and to
the “four big families” such as the
Kungs. A Cultural and Educational
Committee, comprising five mémbers,
investigated KMT holdings and then
administered them.

The Giefang Rhbao (Liberation
Daily), the Communist Party’s Shang-
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hai organ, began publication on_the
old Shun Pao press. The Sin Wen
Jih Pao was reorganized from the Sin
Wen Puao.

Although-there was a sharp change
in the composition and direction of
the daily press after liberation, the
implementation of this change in
detail has been applied rather gradual-
ly. This is notable in the training
of new journalists, There has been a
shortage of journalists who could cope
with the political demands of the new
situation. But, up to this time, the
schools of journalism in' the univer-
sities of Shanghai are as before, the
cld teachers and professors remaining,
No direet effort has been made by the
authorities to alter the situation.
Any change in the nature of journa-
lism - courses, any discrimination
against professors, is being left to
the students and university staffs,
those directly concerned. However,
there is a school of journalism in the
East China University, the new,
politically-orientaied university that
has been established by the govern-
ment.

Numerous Shortages

Following liberation, all newspapers
faced many problems and shortages.
There was a shortage of suitable per-
sonnel, There have heen serious short-
ages of capital and newsprint.
Nearly all dailies consider that, with
bigger newsprint stocks to draw on,
they could increase production con-
siderably. Available machinery is
said to be in good condition, but there
are still various technical difficulties.
One mentioned is-that, to conserve
diesel oil, coal is being used in mat-
making, and its uneven heating power
results in inferior quality blocks.
But the shortage of newsprint re-
mains the gravest of problems.

Other headaches are the established
agencies for the handling of adver-
tising and distribution. For many
years, these sections of the newspaper
business in Shanghai have been the
source of income and squeeze for hig
agents, middle agents, small agents,
sub-agents and sundry hangers-on.
They have been major commercial
enterprises on their own, fattening off
the publishers. They still exist. It
is said that it would be possible to
dispense with them at one stroke and
to introduce more rational systems in
these departments; but that this
would be an irresponsible gesture at
the present stage. Too many people
would be thrown out of work and on
to the government relief rolls. The
changes in the systems of advertising
and of distribution must come about
gradually.

With all these problems, the circu-
lation figures of the leading dailies
are at least as high as those of the
biggest pre-liberation dailies. But the
figures given are not official or authen-
ticated. The most popular estima-
tions give the Sin Wen Jik Pao a
cireulation of about 140,000, with the
Giefang Rhbao slightly less. Reasons
given for the lead held by the Sin Wen
Jih Pao are: It carries the most
classified advertisements, help wanted,
for sale and wanted-to-buy items; it
has the most hsien (county) news
from Chekiang and Kiangsu provin-

A%

(es; it has more “human interest’
11ews,

Every daily is trying to increase its
cireulation, particularly through mass
sselling to organizations. But the ten-
«dency, nevertheless, is against ‘inter-
paper competition for readers.

A Division of Labor

The main trend in the new press of
Shanghai is towards a division of
labor rather than competition. The
Shang Pao is the industrialists’
paper; the Ta Kung Pao appeals
especially to professional people and
older intellectuals; the Giefany Rhbao
js for the more politically advanced;
the Sin Wen Jih Pao is for the trade
groups, housewives, ete.; the Wen Hui
Pao is aimed at the. students; and
there is the trade unions’ Lao Tung
Pao and the youth group’s Ching Nien
Pao. The “mosquito papers” which
remain seem to choose the tactics that
suit them best. (7 ,

There are considerable differences
L-etween the papers. Taking its parti-
cular readers into account, the Sin
Wen Jih Pdo is produced in a simple,
newsy, readable style in the usual
sense of the word. The Giefany
Rhbao is more concerned with ad-
vanced political interpretations, ex-
pecting readers to graduate to it from
other papers. The T¢ Kung Pao,

" ospecially in its fuller Saturday and

Sunday editions, has large magazine
sections dealing with foreign aftairs,
the arts and social sciences, while not
neglecting, as the evidence indicates,

the more businesslike interests of its

intellectual clientele.(8)

There are differences, but the daily
papers now have a common direction
and there is considerable under-
standing between them.

The point is made that there are
still class divisions under the new
democracy, and various
parties; but that all these parties are
united on the basis of the Common
Program of the People’s Political
Consultative Conference, the guiding
program for China in this era. This
program, and the principles and poli-
cies it enunciates, deiermine the
editorial policies of Shanghai's daily
newspapers. & )

Otganization of a Newspapet

On the typical newspaper now, the
editor is the highest authority. The
editor decides policy, although there
are regular conferences of depart-
ment chiefs. Reporters are expected
to play a new role and their respon-
sibilities have increased. It is said
that the emphasis of responsibility, in
compaYison with American dailies, is
shifting from the editorial to the
reporting staff,

On the Sin Wen Jih Pao, which is
a morning paper, the day’s work is
organized thus: The chief reporter
(also the ecity editor) assigns the
total of about 30 reporters for the
day’s work. Throughout the day they
keep in touch with the city desk.
In the evening they write up their
copy, and it goes before a meeting of
reporting and editorial staffs to-
gether. This meeting decides what to
use, how much to use, and what
chould be emphasized.

political

Each newspaper plans its own
work, but all are expected to assume
great responsibilities towards the
public and to stay within certain
bounds. An example is given in the
handling of the story of a People’s
Bank official who was found guilty
of corvruption. The press was ex-
pected to treat this case, with all news
in general, as an opporiunity to
educate the public as well as the
people concerned in the case. There
was no rushing into print with con-
demnations and sensational revela-
tions. The press was expected to con-
sider the consequences of its reports,
to check all facts carefully, to delay
until there was full confirmation, and
then to treat the news so as not to pre-
judice the guilty person in his at-
tempts at reformation, while warning
the public-to be on guard against
further cases of corruption. More
than this, the press was expected to
explain -the social sources and cause

of covruption in this case, as in others =~

hike it, and show how corruption can
be overcome. :

Amateurs and Professionals

The direction of the press is now
to educate, or, as the familiar
phrase has it, “serve the people.”

To ensure that the press shall be
popular, the aim is to develop and
recruit large numbers of workev
correspondents. The Sin Wen Jih Pao,
for example, is said to have scme 200
correspondents throughout Kiangsu
and Chekiang, and 300 in schools,
factories and institutions in Shang-
hai. On big news events such as the
sale of Victory Bonds, the Sin Wen
Jilk Pao has reports coming in from
many centers in the provinces. and
Shanghai. Practically, it is a sound
method for ensuring a fuller coverage
of the news. And great political im-
portance is attached to this system,
and it is being extended.

The amateur correspondents are
paid for their stories which are
brushed up or re-written by. the
paper’s -editorial staff. 1In centers
where literacy is increasing it has
not been so difficult to find correspon-
dents, but it is thought that until the
working people are more fully or-
ganized they will not understand
completely how they can use the press
to bring forward new -ideas, and
cxpress their problems and criticisms.
With this handicap, and with ~the
cnormous problem of illiteracy. pro-
gress is expected fo be slow. - -

The work of editors and reporters
it not lessened by this development.
They have more work to ‘do, and they
have the problem of orientating them-
selves. to the new situation. In the
past there was strict competition for
news. Now there is a different at-
titude. In Peking, it is said, a paper
may even hand over a news item: to
another journal which may be able to-
use the item more profitably. In
Shanghai there is no sharing as yet,-
but within the' dailies there is' less
competition between reporters.

However, it has -been noticeable in
the field of military news in parti-.
cular that some papers are regularly
ahead on reports of Liberation Army
advances. The Giefang Rhbao is
often behind. The fall of Kunming
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last year was a case in point. There
is said to have been some debate on
when to announce the fall of this city,
reports being somewhat indefinite.
Some considered it more important to
establish the fact that the city was
liberated rather than to rush into
print on the subject.

A new. attitude to newspaper work
is developing in Shanghai. At least
the days are passing when journalists
used the news, especially international
news, for speculating. The news
rooms of the dailies no longer think
as much about the stock market as
their daily editions.

Newspapermen, it is said, find life
changed in these ways: the coming
of hsueh hsi (the voluntary political
study circles common in most or-
ganizations), and more criticism,
more work and more meetings. Like
the worker, the main task set the
intellectnal is inereased production.

Future of the Press

The main direction of the daily
press under the new democracy has
been laid down in Shanghai. But the
permanent pattern may finally ap-
proach the situation of the press in

the Northeast, China’s most advanced
area,

In the Northeast, the ~ Dungbei
Rhbao (Northeast Daily) is the lead-
ing daily with an estimated circula-
tion of 250,000, the largest in China.
This daily covers all six provinces of
the Northeast and carries official
statements, policy decisions, results
of conference discussions and impor-
tant documents. But for each pro-
vince and for each big town there is
at least one subsidiary paper carry-
ing local news and features in the
common newspaper style.

Shanghai’s Giefang Rhbao may.
finally do a similar job for the East
China regional group of six provinces
as the Dungbei Rhbao does for the
Northeast, carrying documents, official
statements and political . articles.
Other papers will then he freed to

cater to their special sections of the .

reading public and to develop their
own style and emphasis.

In whatever form, the press will
continue to be a reflection of the times
in the new China and, more signifi-
cantly, an extremely important
medium of public education.

- ALUN FALCONER

(1) Shanghsi daily press in January, 1949:

Shun Pao (KMT supervised, CC clique) ;
Sin Wen Pao (KMT supervised, CC clique) ;
Ta Kung Pao (Independent, Political Science
Group) : Shang Pao (CC commercial organ) ;
Ching Yung Chi Pao (connected with Political
Science group) : Cheng Yen Pao (Wu Shao-hsi,
KMT?); Yi Shik Pao (Chinese Catholic
organ} ; Chien Sien Jih Pao (connected with
KMT general Ku Chu-tung); Shik Shih Hsgin
P'ao {(connected with H. II. Kung); Ta Wan
Pao (connected with H. H. Kung); Sin Min,
Wan Pae (Independent, Government-super-
viged) ; Sin Yeh Pao (CC clique) ; Hwa Mel
Wan Puoo (connected with KMT publicity
board) ; Tung Nan Jih Pao (KMT Southeast
China organ); Ho Ping Jih Pao (KMT Army
organ). And a great number of tabloids, some
nublished regularly, others irvegularly.

(2) Shanghai daily press in January. 1950,
Gicfang Rhbao (Communist Party organ);
Ta Kung Pao  {(edited by Wang Yun-sheng.
privately owned) ; Sin Wen Jik Pao (part
govt., part privately owned—reorganized from
Sin Wen Pao) 3 Wen Hui Pao (owned by Yen
. Pao-li}) : Shang Pao (conncected with Federa-
tion of Industries and Commerce, privately
owned) ; Sin Min Wan Pao (owned by Teng
Chi-tein, edited by Chao Tsao-kou); Lao
* Tung Pao (Shanghai General Labor Union);
Ching Nien Pao (youth organization of CP).
There are still n number of tabloids.

It may be noted that the Wen Hui Pao is
sometimes listed as beifg connected with the
Demoeratic League, and that the Sin Min Wan
Pgo is also sometimes listed as being connected

with the Revolutionary Committee of the Kuo-
mintang.

(4) Loeal news item (Jznuary, 1949).—The
Central News Agency has listed the ten most
important news events of Shanghai for the
vear 1948 as follows (in order of occurrence) :

1. The manhandling of Mayor K. C. Wu by
the students of Tungehi University.

2. The rioting of cabaret hostesses resulting
in the wrecking of the Social Affairs Bureau.

3. The rioting at the Sung Sing No. 9 mill.

4. - The 7th National Olympics held at
Shanghai. - :

5. The trial of Yasutsuga Okamura.

6. The “tiger hunting” campaign led by
Chiang Ching-kuo and the resulting buying
spree, . .

7. The genera) census check-up.

8. The Kiang Ya tragedy resuliing in the
loss of miore than 3,000 lives;

9. The arrival in Shanghai of US marines
for the protection of American lives and pro-
perty. .

10, Thre gold rush tragedy.

(3) For example, a Tich Pao
report, January 15, 1949

“Yesterday morning, acting on a recent
order received from the Ministry of the In-
terior through the Shanghai City Government,
the police authorities sent a number of con-
stabulary officers to the China. Bodks &
Magazine Company. There they seized 2471

(tabloid)

- copies of the ‘University Critic' (Ta Hsueh

Ping Lun) Weekly, a magazine edited by
Professor Liu Pu-tung and published in Nan-

(3).Vagaries of advertiscrs in Shun Pao (May 30, 1936)

Black indicates space occupied by advertisements,
White indicates 'space left over for news.

Page 14
Advertisement for
“Hormspermin®
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Page 18
Advertisement for
“*Anti-Gonorrhoicum"

Front page

king, which had been banned by the competent
authorities.”

{6) The four English-language papers were:
Shanghai Evening Post & Mercury (C. V. Starr
interests, American) ; North China Daily News
(Morris family, British) ; China Press (owned
largely by H. H. Kung), and China Deily
Tribune (owned by the Nationalist govern-
ment).

{7} A recent item from the Hsiao Pao
(tabloid) :

“American residents in Shanghai have not
as yet been evacuated. Such members of the
American community as Franklin (former
Chairman of the Shanghai Municipal Courcil
and Chairman of the American Reosidents’
Association), Allman (former publisher of
the' Shun Pao). and Bryan (long time Senior
Municipal Advocate of the SMC, and man who
transcribed the Chinese Four Books) are living
in Shanghai and as secure as the rock of
Gibraltar. They obey the laws and orders of
the People’s Governmént, and have not con-
sidered at all preparations to Jeave the city.”

(8) The following table is an analysis of
the contents of Shanghai’s three leading daily
newspapers, the Sin Wen Jih Pao, Giefarg
Rhbao and ‘Ta Kung Pao, based upon weekday
issues for the last week in January, 1950. The
percentages given under the various headings
are based upon square inches. of column-space
given to items which fell under these headings.
Every item in the issues chosen was listed under
one of these headings. The issues were all six
page editions, varying little in overall size.

N Sin Wen Ta Kung Giefang

Jih Pao Pao Rhbao

News :

All China 9,66 9.3¢%¢ 9.7%

Provincial 5.2 2.4 6.80%

Shanghai 8.7 10 12

Foreign 4.3 9.8 6.5

Commercial 8.8 12.5 8.7
Editorials 6 3.5 .5
Articles . 9.6 21 26.6%2*
Notices 3.6 3.4 S
Correspondence - 2.2 2 2.6
Adv¥ertisements 45.4* 26.1 22.3

* It is a special feature of the Sin Wen Jih
Pao that it carries a large number of classi-
fied advertisements,

** The heading ‘“Provincial news” in the
case of the Giefang Rhbao shculd more cox-
rectly be, “East China news’’, referring to
news items and reports concerning the whole
administrative distriet of six provinces. ‘Pro-
vineial news” for the other two papers refers
to news from local sources in Kiangsu and
Chekiang. .

s** The Gicfang Rhbao carries a consider-
able amount of official documents and procla-
mations which are here classified under
‘‘Articles.”
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